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Vape prices may jump 1,000%

Health Ministry proposes steep excise hike to curb use

By TEH ATHIRA YUsOF
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Vaping rises even as smoking falls in M'sia

By BENJAMIN LEE and
RAGANANTHINI VETHASALAM
newsdesk@thestar.com.my

PETALING JAYA: James has
been smoking since he was 12. By
the time he turned 18, he was
burning through a pack of ciga-
rettes a day.

Now 25, James thought switch-
ing to vape was a form of harm
reduction.

« @ But just a year after vaping,
James realised he was suffering
from shortness of breath and
could not even climb a flight of
stairs without panting.

“Whenever I take a sip of a hot
drink, I cough. My throat has
become more sensitive,” he said.

It was then that he realised it
was time to quit smoking alto-
gether.

Tobacco is a major Kkiller that
has claimed over seven million
lives globally, but a recent World
Health Organisation (WHO)
report found that tobacco use has
been on a downtrend globally.

Instead, there has been a shift
from smoking to vaping. The
report found that global tobacco
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use fell from 1.38 billion users in
2000 to 1.2 billion in 2024.

WHO also reported that smo-
king in Malaysia is forecast to fall
from an estimated 23.1% in 2010
to 16.1% in 2030.

In the report released yester-
day, WHO estimated that at least
86 million adults and 15 million
minors aged between 13-15 are
already using e-cigarettes. In
some countries, children are on
average nine times more likely to
vape than adults.

Describing the numbers as
alarming, WHO said more than
100 million people worldwide are
now vaping.

Anti-smoking advocates have
also noticed this trend.

Consumers Association of
Penang senior education officer
NV Subbarow said youths prefer
the fruity and sweet flavours of
vape products.

“Most youths now hate smo-
king because of the smell. About
80% of former smokers have told
me they switched to vaping.

“The variety of sweet flavours,
like chocolate and grape, along
with the bright rainbow colours,
really appeals to the youths and

even attracts non-smoking
youths,” he said.
“This is worrying.”

Malaysian Council for Tobacco
Control president Assoc Prof Dr
M. Murallitharan also said the
decreasing prevalence of smo-
king in Malaysia was misleading
and could lead to a significant
negative whiplash in the future if
the vaping epidemic is not
addressed.

“Not only do we have existing
smokers converting to vape, we
have also seen a significant rise in
previously non-tobacco users
beginning to vape too.

“The decrease in smokers may
make it look like we are doing a
good job in curbing nicotine
addiction, but we are just shifting
the problem.

“All these new nicotine addict-
ed vapers will then have no choice
but to swap to cigarettes if and
when a vape ban is finally
announced,” he said.

WHO estimates that there are
over four million tobacco users in
Malaysia.

Another WHO report on the
global tobacco epidemic 2025 said
Malaysia was among six coun-
tries that have strengthened their
smoking laws.
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Vape prices may jump 1,000%

Health Ministry proposes steep excise hike to curb use

By TEH ATHIRA YUSOF
tehathirayusof@thestar.com.my

KUALA LUMPUR: The prices of
vape liquids may increase by
1,000% following a proposal by
q:e Health Ministry to increase

e tax rate aimed at curbing the
widespread purchase of the item,
says the Health Ministry.

Deputy Minister Datuk Luka-
nisman Awang Sauni said this
was a proposal by the ministry to
the Finance Ministry to be inclu-
ded in Budget 2026.

“The Health Ministry has pro-
posed to the Finance Ministry that
the tax rate for vape liquids,
which is currently at 40sen per
ml, be raised to RM4 per ml,” he
told the Dewan Rakyat yesterday.

Lukanisman was responding to
Datuk Wan Saiful Wan Jan
(PN-Tasek Gelugor), who wanted
to know the current actions taken
by the Health Ministry to curb the
widespread use of vapes in the
country following Budget 2026,
while the government works on

“The Health Ministry has proposed

to the Finance Mini

that the tax

rate for vape liquids, which is
currently at 40sen per ml, be raised

to RM4 per ml.”

Datuk Lukanisman Awang Sauni

banning the item.

He said that the tax rate for a
stick of cigarette is around 10
puffs compared to 1ml of vape
liquid, which equals 100 puffs.

The current excise duty of
40sen per ml is levied on all vape
liquids, regardless of nicotine
content, as of May 1, 2023.

He added that nicotine is still
fundamentally regulated under
the Poisons Act 1952.

“The previous exemption
applied only to liquid or gel

preparations containing nicotine
intended for smoking purposes.

“Now, electronic cigarette
liquids are regulated under the
Control of Smoking Products for
Public Health Act 2024 or Act 852,
which comes into effect on Oct 1
this year,” he said.

He was replying to a question
from Datuk Dr Zulkafperi Hanapi
(PN-Tanjong Karang), who want-
ed to know the ministry’s readi-
ness to reinstate nicotine into the
National Poisons List as vape has

now become a serious public
health issue affecting youths and
school students. Act 852 covers
the registration, advertising, sale,
packaging, labelling, price control
and manufacturing of all smoking
products, including electronic cig-
arettes or vape liquids.

Under Section 3 of this Act,
Lukanisman said all smoking
products, including electronic cig-
arettes or vapes must be regis-
tered with the Health Ministry
before they can be imported,
manufactured or distributed.

“Failure to do so constitutes an
offence and may result in a fine,
imprisonment or both,” he added.

While the ministry is working
towards banning vape products in
the country, he said such a move
must be implemented before
vape-related health cases increase.

Lukanisman added that exist-
ing data involving smoking pro-
ducts, including vapes showed 46
cases were related to e-cigarette
and vaping product use-associat-
ed lung injury (Evali) cases.
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Health Ministry moots
10-fold hike to vape tax

THE Health Ministry has pro-
posed increasing the tax on vape
liquids from 40 sen per millilitre
to RM4 in a bid to reduce con-
sumption ahead of a nationwide
ban.

Deputy Health Minister Datuk
Lukanisman Awang Sauni told
the Dewan Rakyat yesterday that
the proposal was submitted tothe
Finance Ministry and is awaiting
feedback.

He was responding to Datuk
Wan Saiful Wan Jan (Bersatu-
Tasek Gelugor), who asked why
vape products, particularly those
containing nicotine, are not
taxed at the same rate as
cigarettes.

Lukanisman said the plan in-
volves an initial ban on open-sys-
tem vape devices, to be followed
by a gradual phasing out of all
vape-related products.

Wan Saiful asked:

“Can the 5

Health Ministry guarantee that
by Budget Day, the tax on nico- :
tine in vapes will be equal to that |

of cigarettes?

“There's a huge price gap —
vapes are cheaper, so people re- |

sort to buying them. There's no

floor price (as with cigarettes), 50 |
again, people choose vapes. Can |
the government tax them at the :

same rate as cigarettes?”

Lukanisman added that the

Health Ministry would also sub-
mit a cabinet memorandum |
seeking approval for a complete |
ban on the use of electronic |

cigarettes and vapes this year.

Health Minister Datuk Seri Dr |
Dzulkefly Ahmad had said the !
government would ban vapes in |
stages, beginning with open-sys- :
tem devices before all vape prod- :

ucts are barred.



Obesity: a serious

There is more to it than meets the eye

HO would have thought obesity is a disease? The
closest some have come to treating it as a disease
is to think of obesity as a condition leading to
diseases like diabetes, hypertension and other :
non-communicable ailments. But most Malaysians fault the
obese, blaming them for the choices they make about food. ::
For sure, diet is an important part of the obesity equation asit :
is for all other diseases, thereby isolating them from seeking :
treatment. Endocrinologists and other medical specialists are ::
saying how wrong we have been. And this wrong way of seeing ::
obesity is contributing to the disease becoming a pressing

public health crisis for the country. If alarm is needed to curb
the obesity crisis from getting worse, go no further than the
2023 National Health and Morbidity Survey: 21.3 per cent of
Malaysian adults were obese. If the past is any guide — it was
19.7 per cent in 2019 — the number is set to rise.

It is time we changed the way of looking at obesity. Ac-
cording to Malaysian Obesity Society president and Hospital

Al-Sulatn Abdullah, Universiti Teknologi Mara consultant ::
endocrinologist Professor Dr Rohana Abdul Ghani, who :
spoke to this newspaper’s Life & Times, obesity is a chronic
and relapsing disease. Like any other disease, it has symp- :

toms like hunger pangs. To her,
It is time we obesity has a cause: it is a condition

g of excess fatty tissue. “For someone
changed the to view obesity purely as a lifestyle

way of looking choice or a moral failure, or just

at obesity. poor decisions around food and :

physical activity is a misunder- :
standing,” is Dr Rohana’s take on ::
Malaysians’ view. Diving deeper, those who are treating obe-
sity are encountering the complex interplay of genetic and ::

environmental factors in causing the disease. Hormones, too,
are being isolated for attention. In short, Malaysians’ change
of diet and lifestyle narrative to one that treats obesity as a
disease would go a long way in curbing it.

Fortunately, obesity is a treatable disease. Options to treat
it, too, have increased over the last decade. But the problem is

that the obese, for either financial or other reasons, opt for ::
self-treatment. This rarely works because they do not recog- ::
nise it as a disease. When they succumb to obesity symptoms ::
like hunger pangs, they consider it a personal failure. This :
only extends the vicious cycle. Today, medications and sur-
gical interventions are on offer, though the latter is not forall.
Those who are afflicted must be advised to seek proper ::
medical treatment. Health Minister Datuk Seri Dr Dzulkefly ::

Ahmad has rightly described the sharp rise in obese
Malaysians as a wake-up call for collective action. There is
both a human and economic toll to this. Medical evidence
points to the obese facing a much higher risk of diabetes,
cardiovascular disease, stroke and cancer, which together
account for 70 per cent of all deaths in Malaysia. Add to this
the immense economic impact on the country: RM64 billion

annually through healthcare spending, productivity losses
and mortality. We are glad that the Health Ministry is es- :
tablishing integrated clinical obesity management at pri- :
mary healthcare level at 10 public health clinics. What re-

mains is for the loved ones to get them to seek treatment.
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Health Ministry moves

FOLLOW
Q/thesuntele

towards total vape ban

# Purchase, use of smoking
products by minors
prohibited since October’

W BY QIRANA NABILLA MOHD RASHIDI
newsdesk@thesundaily.com

PETALING JAYA: The Health Ministry is
moving towards a total ban on electronic

es and with a proposal expected
to be presented to the Cabinet soon for policy
approval.

Deputy Health Minister Datuk Lukanisman
Awnng Saund sald the ministry has enforced a
ban on the purchase and use of smoking
products, including vapes, by minors under
the Control of Smoking Products for Public
Health Act 2024 (Act B52), which also prohibits
online sales.

He added that nicotine remains regulated
under the Poisons Act 1952, but electronic
cigarette liquids now fall under Act 852, which
takes effect this month.

“All smoking products, including vapes,
must be registered with the ministry under
Section 3 of the Act before lmpom

manufacture or distribution, while online sales
are prohibited under Section 10, with
offenders facing fines, imprisonment or both,”
he told the Dewan Rakyat yesterday.

In terms of revenue, Lukanisman sald the
vape tax collection in 2024 amounted to
RMI111 million but the estimated cost of
treating diseases related to e-cigarettes or
vaping, including product use-associated lung
Injury, reached RM223 million and Is expected
to rise, showing that the healthcare burden
outwelghs fiscal benefits,

“The Health Ministry acknowledges the
challenges the ommlr¥ may face, such as the
risk of smuggling and the black market, should
a total ban be implemented.

“Therefore, any move towards prohibition
would be accompanied by comprehensive
mitigation strategles, including integrated
enforcement involving multiple ministries and
agencies, local authorities and others, in
addition to strengthening manpower
resources”

He also said the prohibition approach
would be implemented in stages, with
enforcement, education and community
support as key components.

The role of NGOs and communities would
also be mobilised to reduce demand and
encourage behavioural change.

“However, legislation alone is not sufficient,

as prou'cung .Ylubllc health requires the

parties. As such, community

panklpubn is crucial in this effort” he said,

that the public is encouraged to lodge

alnts regarding violations of smoking

product laws via WhatsApp at 010-860 8949 or
the website at www. reom,

Lukanisman said such an approach
not only strengthens enforcement but
also mobilises all Malaysians to work
together towards achieving a smoke-free
nation by 2040,

He added that under the *"Whole of Nation
Approach’ the ministry launched Operation
Safe Lungs on Aug 1, with enforcement carried
out jointly with the Customs Department, the
Domestic Trade and Cost of Living Ministry,
police, local authorities and other agencies, to
enforce strict control over vape distribution,
sales and com

“In additon, prevention and education
programmes such as Kesihatan Oral Tanpa
Amalan Merokok, JomSihat, Doktor Muda
and Back to Cinema have been implemented
to provide early exposure to children

and about the dangers of smoking
products, instil tive attitudes and
to prevent them taking up smoking
or vaping”




Cadang naik cukai vape

Daripada 40 sen kepada
RM4 bagi setiap mililiter

10 kali ganda

MeNgends Jamnan keryann agar ka-
dar cuky e atas cecar nékotin dalam
vope doeloraskan dengan cukos ro-

Kok dolam Belangawan 2026,
Sementarn tu, Lukanmman juga
Oleh RAIHAM MOHD SANUSI menguiang: pendinian bahawa ke
' KUALA LUMPMUR mentenan sedang bergerak ke arah
larangan menysluruh Serhadap peng-
gunaan vape dengan
ementerian cadangan fu dyanghka di-
Keshatan (KKM) bentang kepada Jemaah
menyarankan Mentan tabun n
kenailkan cukai “la kerara dianggar-
cecar rokok elekiromnk kan sebanyak RM244.8
atau vape sebanyak 10 kah prta dbelanpikan setakat
ganda aitu danpada 40 ¥ untuk merawal penyakil
sen kepada RM4 bag: ) : E.Cigaretie or Vaping
setiap mullitar {ml Product Use-Associated
Timbalan Menten - Lung inpxy (EVALI)
Kesihatan, Datuk Luka- LUKANISMAN berpunca akdbat p:fa;g-
nisman Awang Sauni gunaan vape berdasarkan
berkata, cadangan itu telah Anaksis Kesan Peranuran (RIA) -
dikemukakan kepada Kementeran Iaksanakan KKM sebeaham in.
Kaw (MoF} untuk dimasukikan “Selranys benerusan, ks ter
dalam an 2026 seterusnyd  paiss berbelangs lsbeh RM300 uta
bagr menyelaraskan kadar cukai atay RM400 pta men-
produk vape dengan produk jelang 2030, Sebab
tembakau konvensonal, Saya benkan jawapan
"Saya ngin berkongw maklumat kg akan MENQemuka -
mengena nngkasan panysiarasan  kan memorandum
produk merokok. Satu batang mokok  Jemaah Menten ke-
bersamaan 10 sedutan, satu kotak pada Kabtwnet
rokok 200 sedutan setap kotak, Tml *Ia bertuuan
cecar vape bersamaan 100 sedutan.  mempertimbangkan
"Kadar culn yang dicadangkan  pengharaman seperuh-

pada cuky cecar vape dan 40 sen
ke RMA setiap mil, cadangan danpa-
da pihak KKM agar dapat ditenma
pihak MoF." katanya pada ses:
Pertanyaan-Partanyaan Bagi Jawab
Lisan di Dewan Rakyat pada Selasa.

Bellau berkata demikan men-
jawab soalan tambahan Datuk Wan
Saiful Wan Jan (PN-Tasck Gelugor)

nya dan untuk men.
dapatkan dasar me-
mulakan tndakan
pengharaman vape.
Daripada wia ber-
perang dengan rokok
dan vape, labdy bak ks
hapuskannya.” «=ta-
nya.

Jenis Vape
Jents vape Kapasiti
SiBtam pog aAS o .
tenunp | O Tininggasm
Sistem pod
™ >
wbuka N T

KANDUNGANNIKOTIN
Mulai 1 Oktober 2025 had
maksimum ke pekatan nikotin
bagl produk vape ialah 20 mg/
mi (2 perafus) di bawah
paraturan Peraturan-Peraturan
Kawalan Produk Mecolok Dam
Kasthatan Awam
(Pembungkusan dan
Pelabelan) 2024

HARGA SEMASA
CECAIR VAPE
Pakai buang: RIA33

]

Isian semula:
30mil - fmas
60ml - PO

JANGKAAN

HARGA

« Sabobam dikenskan
cuky 40 san (2023)
kanasan antara
RM 10 hingga RM 156

« Sslepas cukal
diraidcan kepada
AMA kanalkan
artara BM100

hingga RM 150
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Program kesan
awal penyakit,
tingkat peluang
jalani rawatan
dan pemulihan

Oleh Ercy Gracella Ajos
ercy.gracella@bh.com.my

Kuala Lumpur: Program sari
ngan kesihatan percuma mene
rusi inisiatif Peduli Kesihatan
untuk Kumpulan B40 (PeKa B40)
terbukti  berhasil membantu
mengesan  penyakit
pada peringkat awal,
sekali gus meningkat-
kan peluang rawatan
:i‘an pemulihan pesa.
it

Pengalaman itu di-
kongsi penerima man-
faat PeKa B40, Sari-
mah Noordin, 60, yang
menjalani  saringan
awal di sebuah klinik
swasta di Sentul dan

membawa kepada pe- SanmahNoordm

ngesanan awal penyva
kit dihidapinya

Sebelum itu, beliau melakukan
saringan kesihatan besar-besa.
ran di kawasan perumahan an-
juran sebuah klinik menerusi
inisiatif tanggungjawab sosial
Korporat (CSR).

zoza
I.AYSIA

MADANI

“Selepas buat saringan terma-
suk ujian darah, saya diminta
merujuk ke Kklinik berkenaan
vang terletak berhampiran ru-
mah saya.

“Selepas menjalani saringan,
baru saya dapat tahu ada penya-
kit darah tinggi," katanya,

Selepas menjalani ujian kesi-
hatan secara percuma itu, beliau
diminta hadir semula ke klinik
untuk menjalani pemeriksaan
lanjut dan rawatan
susulan.

“Saya pun ikutlah
sebab dengar ada pe-
nyakit, memanglah
risau.  Alhamdulil-
lah, kesihatan saya
semakin baik. Kalau
bukan Kerana sari-
ngan awal, mungkin
sekarang saya ter-
paksa bertongkat,”
katanya.

Beliau turut mela-
hirkan Kkesyukuran
kerana kesihatannya Kini sema-
kin pulih hasil rawatan diterima
secara konsisten,

Katanva, usia lanjut memer-
lukan golongan seperti beliau le-
bih peka dengan Kkeperluan me-
lakukan pemeriksaan kesihatan

Tiam Lye dapatlan pemmksmn Losthamn menerusi PeKa B4o di Klinik Ikram Sentul.

bagi mengesan penvakit dari
awal.

Inisiatif sangat dihargai
PeKa B40 ialah inisiatif kerajaan
melalui Kementerian Kesihatan
(KKM), bertujuan menampung
keperluan kesihatan golongan
berpendapatan rendah dengan
memberi fokus terhadap penya-
kit tidak berjangkit (NCD).

Golongan yang layak ialah pe-
nerima sumbangan Tunai Rah-
mah (STR) berusia 40 tahun dan
ke atas dan pasangan vang ber-
daftar

Sarimah berkata. pendekatan
Kerajaan menvediakan perkhid-

matan kesihatan percuma mene-
rusi PeKa B40 amat dihargai go-
longan sasar yang ada kalanya
memandang mudah aspek pen-
jagaan Kesihatan.

“Kalau nak buat saringan di
klinik swasta, memang mahal
dan saya bukan golongan mam-
pu. Kalau pergi ke hospital ke-
rajaan, kadang-kadang masa me-
nunggu lama sebab ramai.

“Apabila kerajaan buat prog-
ram PeKa B40, orang seperti saya
boleh ke klinik swasta untuk me-
lakukan saringan tanpa bayaran,
maka tiada alasan lagi untuk kita
abaikan penjagaan kesihatan.”
katanya.

(Foto Asyraf Hamzah/BH)

Seorang lagi penerima manfaat
PeKa B40, Liam Tiam Lye, 50,
berkata PeKa B40 banyak mem.-
bantunya dalam mengetahui ta-
hap kesihatan kendiri.

“Sebelum ini saya tidak tahu
wujudnya saringan kesihatan se-
cara percuma. Selepas dimak-
lumkan, sayva gunakan kemuda.
han PeKa B40 dan dapat menge-
tahui tahap kesihatan, termasuk
bacaan darah serta paras gula,

“Inisiatif ini sangat membantu
dan memberi kesedaran penting-
nya ujian saringan awal. Sebagai
penerima manfaat, saya harap
inisiatif ini diteruskan kerajaan
sampai bila-bila.” katanya.



Kos rawatan penyakit berkaitan
vape dijangka cecah RM400 juta

Kesan kecederaan
paru-paru akibat
penggunaan
rokok elektronik
beri kesan
kesihatan serius

Oleh Muhammad Yusri
Muzamir dan Oleh Noor
Atigah Sulaiman
bhnews@bh.com.my

Kuala Lumpur: Lebih RM300 juta
hingga RM400 juta dianggar ter-
paksa dibelanjakan untuk mera-
wat penyakit berkaitan EVALI
(‘E-Cigarette or Vaping Product
Use-Associated Lung Injury’) ber-
punca daripada rokok elektronik,
termasuk vape menjelang 2030.

Penyakit EVALI ialah kecede-
raan paru-paru susulan penggu-
naan rokok elektronik atau pro-
duk vape dengan gejala seperti
batuk, sesak nafas, demam dan
sakit dada yang berlaku apabila
bahan kimia dalam cecair vape
menjadi panas dan menghasil-
kan bahan merosakkan lapisan
paru-paru.

Jangkaan itu dikongsi Timba-
lan Menteri Kesihatan, Datuk Lu-
kanisman Awang Sauni, dengan
anggaran RM244.8 juta sudah di-
belanjakan untuk merawat pe-
nyakit sama, setakat ini.

Beliau berkata, angka itu di-
kenal pasti melalui Analisis Ke-
san Peraturan (RIA) yang dilak-

Sidang
Dewan
Rakyat

S

sanakan Kementerian Kesiha-
tan (KKM) sebelum ini.

“Sekiranya berterusan, Kita
terpaksa berbelanja lebih RM300
juta atau RM400 juta menjelang
2030. Justeru, kerana enggan me-
lakukan pembaziran bagi penya-
kit akibat vape, sebab ini sava
berikan jawapan Kkita akan me-
ngemukakan Memorandum Je
maah Menteri kepada Kabinet.

“Ia bertujuan mempertimbang-
kan pengharaman sepenuhnya
dan untuk mendapatkan dasar
memulakan tindakan penghara-
man vape,” katanya pada sesi li-
san di Dewan Rakyat, semalam

Beliau menjawab soalan tam-
bahan Datuk Dr Zulkafperi Ha-
napi (BEBAS-Tanjong Karang)
mengenai kelewatan KKM seba.
gai agensi utama menjaga kesi-
hatan awam melaksanakan peng-
haraman penuh rokok elektro-
nik

strategi mitigasi menyeluruh

Sementara itu, Lukanisman ke
tika menjawab soalan R Yu
neswaran (PH-Segamat) berkata,
KKM maklum mengenai cabaran
dihadapi negara sepertirisiko pe-
nyeludupan dan pasaran gelap ji-
ka pengharaman sepenuhnya ro-

Lukanisman pada sesi pertanyaan lisan di Dewan Rakyat, semalam.
(Foto BERNAMA)

kok elektronik dilaksanakan.

Sehubungan itu, beliau berka-
ta, sebarang langkah ke arah
pengharaman akan disertai stra-
tegi mitigasi menyeluruh, terma-
suk penguatkuasaan bersepadu
membabitkan pelbagai kemente-
rian dan agensi lain termasuk
Jabatan Kastam Diraja Malaysia,
Polis Diraja Malaysia (PDRM),
Kementerian Perdagangan Da.
lam Negeri dan Kos Sara Hidup
(KPDN) serta pihak berkuasa
tempatan (PBT).

“Dari segi hasil, Kutipan cukai
vape bernilai RM111 juta, pada
2024, namun anggaran kos rawa-
tan penyakit berkaitan vape, ter-
masuk EVALI mencecah RM223
juta tahun lalu dan dijangka te-
rus meningkat.

“Ini menunjukkan beban kos
kesihatan jauh melebihi manfaat
fiskal. Justeru, pengharaman

akan dilaksanakan secara berpe-
ringkat dengan penguatkuasaan,
pendidikan dan sokongan masya-
rakat sebagai komponen pen-
ting," katanya.

Lukanisman berkata, KKM su-
dah mengemukakan cadangan
menaikkan kadar cukai ke atas
cecair nikotin vape membabit-
kan nilai 10 kali ganda berban-
ding kadar sedia ada

Beliau berkata, cadangan itu
sudah dikemukakan kepada Ke-
menterian Kewangan (MOF) un-
tuk dimasukkan dalam Belanja-
wan 2026.

Katanya, ini menjadikan kadar
cukai untuk cecair vape dica-
dangkan untuk dinaikkan dari-
pada 40 sen kepada RM4 per mi-
liliter (ml) nikotin.

“Saya ingin berkongsi makiu-
mat mengenai ringkasan penye-
larasan produk merokok. Se

A batang rokok bersamaan 10 se-

dutan, manakala sekotak rokok
bersamaan 200 sedutan. Bagi 1ml
cecair (nikotin) vape pula ber-
samaan 100 sedutan dan 2ml ada-
lah 200 sedutan.

“Kadar cukai dicadangkan un-
tuk cecair vape daripada 40 sen

N kepada RM4 per ml. Ini adalah

cadangan KKM supaya dapat di-
terima oleh MOE™ katanya.
Beliau menjawab soalan tam-

: bahan Datuk Wan Saiful Wan Jan

(PN-Tasek Gelugor) mengenai
tindakan kawalan segera KKM
sementara menuju ke arah peng-
haraman sepenuhnya rokok elek-
tronik atau vape.

Sementara itu, Lukanisman
berkata, KKM memiliki data ter-
kini laporan penvakit dikaitkan
dengan penggunaan produk me-
rokok, termasuk vape.

Setakat ini, 46 kes EVALI men-
babitkan komplikasi serius de-
ngan kesan serius kepada pa-
ru-paru direkodkan, manakala 45
kes lagi bukan EVALI memba-
bitkan komplikasi kesihatan lain
vang juga berpunca akibat vape,

Beliau berkata, KKM bagaima-
napun tidak memiliki data ter-
perinci ketika ini memandang-
kan penyakit berkaitan vape ma-
sih dalam peringkat Kajian.

“Sebab ini, sebelum Kkita ter-
dedah dengan kes lebih tinggi,
lebih baik Kkita terus menjurus
kepada pengharaman sepenuh-
nya vape seperti (dilakukan) ne-
gara ASEAN lain, antaranya Bru-
nei, Laos dan Singapura,” kata-
nya menjawab soalan tambahan
Datuk Shamshulkahar Mohd De-
1i (BN-Jempol).

BH 8/10/2025 MS/14
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Naik 900 peratus!

Syor cukai cecair vape dinaik daripada 40 sen kepada RM4 per ml

Oleh Mohammad
Khairil Ashraf Mohd
Khalid
khairil.ashraf@hme-
tro.com.my

Kuala Lumpur

ementerian Kesiha-
Ktan Malaysia (KKM)
sudah mengemuka-

kan cadangan menaikkan
kadar cukai ke atas cecair
nikotin rokok elektronik
atau vape membabitkan
nilai 10 kali ganda ber-
banding kadar sedia ada.

Timbalan Menterinya,
Datuk Lukanisman
Awang Sauni, berkata, ca-
dangan berkenaan sudah-
un dikemukakan kepada
cementerian  Kewangan
(MoF) untuk dimasukkan
dalam Belanjawan 2026.

Beliau berkata, ini men-
jadikan kadar cukai untuk
cecair vape dicadangkan
untuk dinaikkan daripada
40 sen kepada RMg per
mililiter (ml) nikotin.

“Saya ingin berkongsi
maklumat mengenai ring-
kasan penyelarasan pro-
duk merokok. Sebatang
rokok bersamaan 10 se-
dutan, manakala sekotak
rokok bersamaan 200 se-
dutan.

“Bagi 1ml cecair (niko-

LUKANISMAN ketika sesi pertanyaan bagi jawab lisan pada

Mesyuarat Ketiga Penggal Ketiga, Majlis Parlimen ke-15
Dewan Rakyat di Bangunan Parlimen, semalam,

tin) vape pula bersamaan
100 sedutan dan 2ml ada-
lah 200 sedutan.

“Kadar cukai dicadang-
kan untuk cecair vape da-
ripada 40 sen kepada RM4
per ml Ini adalah cada-
ngan KKM agar dapat di-
terima oleh MoF," katanya
pada sesi lisan di Dewan
Rakyat semalam.

Beliau menjawab soalan
tambahan Datuk Wan
Saiful Wan Jan (PN-Tasek

Gelue:r) mengenai tinda-
kan kawalan segera KKM,
sementara menuju ke arah
pengharaman sepenuhnya
rokok elektronik atau va-

Sementara itu, Lukanis-
man berkata, KKM memi-
liki data terkini mengenai
laporan penyakit dikait-
kan dengan penggunaan
produk meroEgk. terma-
suk rokok elektronik atau
vape.

Setakat ini, katanya, 46
kes EVALI membabitkan
komplikasi serius de-
ngan kesan serius kepada
paru-paru  direkodkan,
manakala 45 kes lagi bu-
kan EVALI membabitkan
komplikasi kesihatan
lain yang juga berpunca
akibat vape,

Beliau berkata, KKM ba-
gaimanapun tidak memi-
liki data terperinci ketika
ini memandangkan pe-
nyakit berkaitan vape ma-
sih dalam peringkat ka-
jian.

“Sebab ini, sebelum kita
terdedah dengan kes lebih
tinggi, lebih baik kita terus
menjurus kepada pengha-
raman sepenuhnya vape
seperti (dilakukan) negara
ASEAN lain, antaranya
Brunei, Laos dan Singa-
pura.

“Kini, terdapat 37 negara
ﬁ:ng sudah mengambil

putusan  mengharam-
kan vape dan ini memberi
kesan baik.

“Lebih baik kita meng-
haramkan salah satu mu-
darat yang ada ketika ini,
bcrbandinﬁ berperang de-
ngan rokok dan vape,” ka-
tanya menjawab soalan
tambahan Datuk Shams-
hulkahar Mohd  Deli

(BN-Jempol).




Kuala Lumpur: Kemen-
terian Kesihatan (KKM)
akan mengemukakan Me-
morandum Jemaah Men-
teri bagi pengharaman se-
Kcnuhn a penggunaan ro-
ok elektronik atau vape
:teipada Kabinet, tahun
ni.

Tanpa memperincikan

gkaan memorandum

jan

itu diben Timba-
P o
Lukanisman Awang Sau-

ni, berkata ia bertujuan
untuk membolehkan KKM
mendapat persetujuan da-
sar  bagi pe naan
pengharaman penuh vape
i negara ini.

Beliau yang juga Ahli
Parlimen Sibuti berharap
cadangan itu bakal me-
nerima sokongan dari-

ada anggota Dewan Ra-
Eyat demi menjamin masa
depan kesihatan golongan
muda di negara ini.

“Sememangnya KKM
bertanggungjawab  dan
mengetahui  senario se-
masa mengenai desakan
ibu bapa, media, pemim-
gln setempat dan Ahli

arlimen (bagi penghara-
man sepenuhnya vape).

KKM setuju naik cukai vape
sebelum pengharaman penuh

“Kita pernah berusaha
men | peruntukan
Generasi Penamat Rokok

mengenai kelewatan KKM
bagal agensi utama men-
jaga kesihatan awam me-

(GEG) sebelum ini, tetapi laksanakan pengharaman
Ahli Parlimen mempu- terhadap rokok
nyai pendapat ibex'bgehah eleMktronik.b e
bahagi mengenai pengha- enjawab soalan '
raman kesenlﬁeruhan berke- Lukanisman berkata, ni-
naan vape. kotin secara dasar-
“Maka terjadi- “ nya masih di-
lah Akta 852 kawal di ba-
(Akta Kawa- Berharap wiah Akta Ra-
La‘n 'l:r:duk cadangan cun 1952 de-
eroko ngan  pe-
Demi  Kesi- bakal menerima ngecualian
hatan sokongan sebelum ini,
Awam 2024) WL NLNGEGETEIGE membabit-
n menggu- aan cecair
giakan aktgaguini e atau gel me-
untuk secara kon- ngandungi nikotin
sisten melakukan pe- untuk tujuan merokok.

nﬂ.latkuasaan dengan le-
bih tegas,” katanya pada
sesi lisan di Dewan Ra-
kyat semalam.

Beliau menjawab soalan
tambahan Datuk Dr Zul-

S e T karns)

Beliau berkata, cecair
rokok elektronik kini di-
kawal di bawah Akta 852,
merangkumi  pendafta-
:'an. pe klatlx(an. pcniul:-
an, pem usan, .
belanp.elmwalngn hargapedan
pengilangan semua pro-

duk merokok termasuk
cecair rokok elektronik
atau vape.

Mengikut Seksyen 3 Ak-
ta 852, katanya, semua
produk merokok terma-
suk rokok elektronik atau
vape mesti didaftarkan
dengan KKM sebelum di-
import, dikilang atau di-
edarkan dengan kegaga-
lan berbuat demikian ada-
lah kesalahan yang boleh
dikenakan denda, penjara
atau kedua-duanya.

“B mengekang  pe-
nyalahgunaan vape dalam
kalangan  kanak-kanak,
KKM  menguatkuasakan
larangan pembelian dan
pe naan produk me-
rokok orang belum dewa-
sa melalui Seksyen 13(3)
dan 17 Akta 852,

“Penjualan dalam talian
ju larang di bawah
Se%z\*n 10 akta sama dan
boleh dikenakan huku-
man, jika disabitkan ke-
salahan,” katanya.

Harian Metro 8/10/2025 MS/10
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Budget 2026
a chance

to

health and
safety issues

ITis tive o priotithe the
of our workfores by
the private sector 10
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More control
measures
needed to
curb nicotine
addiction

PETALING JAYA: The Health
Ministry’s proposal to raise vape
liquids excise duty by 1,000% is a
bold step to curb nicotine addic-
tion; however, it must come with
stricter enforcement and control
measures to be effective, say
anti-vaping advocates.

Consumers Association of
Penang senior education officer
NV Subbarow said the proposed
tax hike could send a strong mes-
sage to both vapers and parents
who enable the bad habit.

He said many parents still give
money to their children despite
knowing it will be spent on vape
products, and the proposed tax
hike could serve as a lesson.

Subbarow added that the gov-
ernment should emulate coun-
tries where continued sharp price
increases and firm enforcement
have successfully reduced tobac-
co and vape use.

“Some people may argue that
the higher tax will lead to smug-
gling, but the solution is not to
back down; it's to give more
power to the authorities.

“Increasing fines and jail sen-
tences with strong enforcement
can help reduce illegal sales and
vaping among youth,” he said.

Malaysian Council for Tobacco
Control secretary-general
Muhammad Sha’ani Abdullah
said the measure could signifi-
cantly reduce casual and experi-
mental use among young people.

“The tax hike is a strong tool,
but to achieve a large and sus-
tained reduction in youth vape
use, we need more levers as part
of a comprehensive strategy.

“This should include stricter fla-
vour restrictions, minimum pri-
cing, strong enforcement of age
limits, and marketing or advertis-
ing restrictions,” he said.

Muhammad Sha'ani added that
these restrictions must also be
paired with complementary
measures such as data collection
and research on youth nicotine
product prevalence, health effects
and behavioural trends.

Malaysian Council for Tobacco
Control president Assoc Prof Dr M.
Murallitharan said the increased
tax policy must be balanced
between cigarettes and vaping
products to avoid creating a price
gap that encourages nicotine users
to switch between the two.

“In the past, the vape tax was
disproportionately low compared
to the cigarette tax, which made
vaping the cheaper option, which
is why we saw a rapid rise in vape
use - especially among young
people. This might happen again
In reverse if the tobacco product
tax is not raised proportionally
with the vape product tax to dis-
courage people from trying out
either nicotine product,” he said.

He said that while increasing
the vape tax would help correct
the imbalance, policymakers must
anticipate public reaction and
comumunicate the rationale clearly.

“Ultimately, the focus should be
on reducing nicotine use overall,
regardless of the delivery mecha-
nism,” he added.



Satu Cabaran dalam Pembelajaran

DISLEKSIA merupakan salah satu gangguan
pembelajaran yang menjejaskan keupayaan individu
untuk membaca, menulis, mengeja, dan memahami
sesuatu bahasa dengan baik.

Cangguan inl bukan berpunca daripada kurangnya
kecerdasan atau motivasi, tetapi lebih kepada cara
otak memproses maklumat berkaitan bahasa. Individu
yang mengalami disleksia biasanya mempunyai tahap
intelek yang normal atau di atas purata, tetapi berdepan
kesukaran dalam aspek pembelajaran akademik,
terutamanya dalam kemahiran membaca dan menulis

Punca utama disleksia berkait rapat dengan faktor
genetik dan neurologl. Kajian menunjukkan bahawa
disleksia sering berlaku dalam kalangan ahli keluarga,
menandakan bahawa la berkemungkinan diwarisl, Darl
Segi neurolog!, ¢ tak individu yang mony.ﬂ.lmi disleksia
berfungsi secara berbeza dalam memproses simbol

hat

imbol

\asa. Mereka mungkin mengambil masa yang

lebih lama untuk mengenal huruf, menyusun perkataan,

atau memahaml maksud sesuatu ayst.

Disteksia mempunyai pelbagal jenis yang memiliki
masalah barbeza seperti disleksia auditori atau
pendengaran, i1aitu kesukaran mengenal dan mengingati
bunyi abjad serta bunyi dalam sesuaty perkara. Selain
itu, disleksia visual pula merujuk kepada individu yang
menghadapt kesukaran dalam mengenal dan mengingati
huruf serta simbol

Tanda-tanda disleksia dapat dikesan seawal usia
kanak-kanak. Antaranya termasukiah kelewatan
dalam bertutur, kesukaran mengenal huruf dan bunyl,
serta kerap melakukan kesilapan semasa membaca
atau menulis. Pada peringkat persekolahan, pelajar

disleksia mungkin menunjukkan prestasi yang kurang

memuaskan walaupun m a berusaha bersungguh

sungguh. Mereka Jugs ingkin menghadapi cabaran
jalam kut) a n yang kompleks atau menyusun
maxiumat secara Mo

Mesk X 3k boleh disembuhkar
terdapat pelbagal pendekatan dan strategi yang
poieh membantu individu yang mengalaminya untuk

oan lebih efektif Program intervens
exankant elik, pengounaan

g e eris noaca
) J rlatih mampu
K £y $d t In 1ty
i ! ) PatGa xi ) Oa
akat amat penting dalam membantu
X 'Y 3K an dirl
K pulannya, disteksia bukanlah
U kekurangan, tetapl merupakan
£ kK perbezaan dalam
aya pembelajaran, Individy yang
g lisieksia berpotens
X WVa a sepert

{ X an, dan
¥ [ nbelajarar ,‘H‘:.'.
tu, masvarakat
eka dan pnihatin
) . \ pelajar
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sexitaran

yaran yang inklusif dar
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