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Healthcare gets RM40bil injection

Anwar: Funding is intended to reduce public out-of-pocket wellness costs

KUALA LUMPUR: Building
new public hospitals and cinics
and upgrading present ones
are part of the RM40bil allocation
for the healthcare sector
under the 13th Malaysia Plan
(13MP), says Datuk Seri Anwar
Ibrahim.

The Prime Minister said dus
includes work on several current
hospitals, such as Hospital Tuanku
Ja'afar 2 in Negri Sembilan;
Hospital Sultanah Aminah 2 in
Johor; the Sabah Heart Centre; the
Sarawak Cancer Centre and the
Northern Region Cancer Centre in
Kedah

The aum is 1o reduce the our-of-
pocket expenses by the public for
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healthcare, Anwar said.

He added that "pro-health”
taxes will be expanded to cover
tobacco, vape and alcohol to fur-
ther manage the burden of
non-communicable diseases.

“This is not merely for révenue,
It Is to encourage behavioural

L

changes and curb the worrying
rise of non-communicable diseas-
es,” he said when tabling the
13MP in the Dewan Rakyat yes-

terday.
A similar tax was previously
on_ll{imposed On sugar.,
e Prime ster said a

natienal-level professional devel-
opment framework for human
resources in the healthcare settor
will also be developed.

*“This will comprise pre-service
training, licensing and registra-
tion, intakes, placements. and
career development to ensure tal-
ent retention in the healthcare
sector,” he said.

Anwar also said medical record
management would be strength-
ened as part of healthcare digital-
isation efforts.

*This will contribute to generat-
ing highdmpact healthcare
analytics that can be further
empowered through artificial
intelligence as part of efforts

to improve the rakyats health-
care,” he said.

Anwar added that domestic
drug manufacturing will be
encouraged alongside the use of
generic medicines by both the
public and private sectors.

This, he said, is intended to
enhance the security of medical
supplies.

“Healthcare reforms are an
integral part of government
efforts to ensure sustainable
healthcare financing.

“It will also ensure comprehen-
sive access to healthcare along-
side ensuring- affordable and

high-quality healthcare services,”
he said.
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" PETALING JAYA: The RM40bil

allecation under the 13th Malaysia -

Plan (13MP) comes as a relief to
the healthcare sector. But stake-
holders say a solution to man-
ﬁower issues plaguing the public
ealthcare sector must be
rc%lvedl.n ded th f
ey lau e expansion o
pro-hgalth taxes to include
tobacco, vape and alcohol, as this
would reduce the use of such sub-
stances while at the same time
increase the government's cof-
fers.

Malaysian Medical Assoclation
(MMA) president Dr Kalwinder
Singh Khaira welcomed the
RM40bil allocation for the health
sector under the 13MP and the
government’s commitment to
strengthen the public health sys-
tem.

However, he said addressing
the critical shortage of healthcare
workers must be prioritised, as
this continues to be one of the
biggest challenges facing public
healthcare facilities.

“We welcome the 13MP initia-
tives and plans for a national
framework for development in
the - health sector to address
human resource needs.

“We hope that these efforts will
encompass all healthcare profes-
sions in the healthcare ecosys-
tem,” he said.

“We note the govemment’s

- planstou e over 1,700 dilap-
idated health- clinics and
build more healthcare facilities
across the country.

“These are tmely and neces-
sary steps, but there must be clear
timelines for the implementation

of each initative to ensure
accountability,

“Planning of human resources
must also follow for any new
facilities being planned.

“MMA strongly supports -the
move to en isation,
including improvements in health
record manaﬁmem and the use
of artificial intelligence (Al) to
enhance healthcare delivery.

“These efforts are crucial to
improving continuity of care and
enabling data-driven health plan-
ning,” he added.

Dr Kalwinder said the
sion of pro-health taxes to include
tobacco, vape and alcohol s a step
in the right direction in curbing
the rise in non-communicable dis-
eases (NCDs).
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“However, MMA malintains its

*firm posjtion that a total ban on

vaping and vaping Sbmbg:ml J‘s
necessary to protect p ea
especially tll)\e health of our
youth,” he said.

Former Health Ministry direc-
tor Daruk Zainal Ariffin Omar
said the RM40bil allocation for
health and the upgrade works for
1,776 dilapidated clinics will
improve healthcare accessibility,
especially in rural and under-
served areas, therefore reducing

overcrmvdmg in major hospitals.
~  However, he said the govern-

ment must ensure the funds are
used efficiently, avoid delays and
maintain qua ty amid expansion.

“The health proposals under
13MP are ambitious and yet nec-
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" Public
priority:
Stakeholders
' welcome the
;. RMA40bil
A health
2 allocation that
reinforces the
government's
commitment
to public
health

system.

essary. It addresses infrastructure

gaps, entxve care, and digital

ton. However, execu-

tion eﬁimency itable access,

tech adoption and adequate staff
will determine its success,

ro-health taxes align

with gio%a] pl;est practices li::aut

require complementary ies

to avoid burdening vulrl:grahle

groups,” he said.

The higher taxes, he said, dis-
courage unhealthy consumption
and generate revenue for the gov-
emment’s coffers, adding that the
success depends on strict enforce-
ment and public awareness cam-
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pled with subsidies for healthy_

“alternatives.

orummmdm&e use of
Al can improve Cs, pre-
dict outbreaks and personalise
treatment, it comes with some
barriérs, which include high
costs, the need for trained person-
nel, and ethical concerns.

He said the RM40bil allocation
over the period of five years is
reasonable for the underfunded
healthcare sector, considering

that this is on top of the al!ocanon
under the annual bu
Prof Dr Sharifa Ezat an Puteh,

dean of Universiti Kebangsaan
Malaysia’s School of Liberal
Sciences Public Health Medicine
Specialists, said while the initia-
tves are -good, pertinent issues
such as low wages for doctors
were not addressed.

This, she sald, is the cause of
doctors leaving the service.

“Building and improving facili-
ties is good, but what if we do not
have the manpower for them?"
she said.

“I have some reservations on
tobacco and vape taxes. While
increasing taxes will lead to
reduced demand, data has shown
that the black market makes up
for almost 50% to 60%. This
means that most of these prod-
ucts are not taxed.

“Hence, {llicit tobacco will be
sold cheaper to the consumers.
So, lnu‘eafqh\“f the tax on legal
products push smokers to
continue buying black market
products instead,” she said.

Consumers: Assoclation of
Penang education officer N.V,
Subbarow said the pro-heaith
taxes should be branded as “can-
cer tax”.
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BEHAVIOURAL CHANGE

Under the 13th Malaysia Plan, the government will enconrage the domestic production of medicines. NSTP FILE PIC
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SHOT IN THE ARM FOR HEALTH

Higher taxes on cigarettes, liquor to curb
NCDs; RM40b to be spent on healthcare

KUALA LUMPUR

HE government will ex-

pand “pro-health” taxes,

including those on to-

bacco, ¢lectronic
ciggrettes (vape) 'and alcoholic
beverages, to curb the rise in
non-communicable diseases
(NCD).

“We must be firm in addressing
health risks,” Prime Minister
Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim said
when tabling the 13th Malaysia
Plan (13MP) in the Dewan Rakyat
yesterday.

“Pro-health taxes will be ex-
panded beyond sugar to include
products, such as tobacco, vape

and alcohol, not merely for rev-
enue, but to drive behavioural
change and curb the worrying
rise in NCDs,” he said.

Anwar said RM40 billion would
be channelled to the healthcare
sector [n the next five years.

He said the sum was also to
reduce peaple’s out-of-pocket
spending for health services.

He said the government would
encourage the domestic produc-
tion of medicines and increase
the use of generic drugs in the
public and private health scc-
tors, ‘

“More construction and up-
grading projects for government
hospitals and clinics will be car-

ried our,

“Among them: Tuanku Ja'afar
Hospital 2, Seremban, Negrl
Sembilan; Sultanah Aminah
Hospital 2, Johor Baru; Northern
Region Cancer Centre, Sungai
Petani, Kedah; Sabah Heart Cen-
tre at Queen Elizabeth Hospital 2,
Kota Kinabalu, Sabah; and
Sarawak Cancer Centre,” he said.

The Consumers Association of
Penang welcomed the pro-health
taxes, calling them bold and
much needed.

Its senlor education officer,
N.V. Subbarow, said the move
sent a strong signal that Malaysia
was serious about protecting its
youth and reducing cancer-caus-
ing habits.

“These taxes will discourage
smoking, vaping and alcohol
consumption, especially among
the younger generation,” he said.

Subbarow praised the govern- |
ment's political will in proposing !
the taxes, adding that Malaysia '
had been battling a rise in NCDs,
such as diabetes, heart disease |
and cancer.

While lauding the move as a

step in the right direction, Uni-

versiti Kebangsaan Malaysia's
Professor Dr Sharifa Ezat Wan .
Puteh sald that taxation wasnot a
silver bullet.

“The intent is good and we ap-
plaud efforts to reduce NCDs -
through behavioural change.

“But tax measures must be
complemented by real invest-
ment in the primary healthcare
system, |

“We do not have cnowh :
healthcare personnel, especlally
in critical specialties like oncol- |
ogy, mental health and cardio- °
vascular care,” she said.
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Pegawal perubatan wajib pilih
-penempatan Sabah, Sarawak

Kuala Lumpur Kemente--
rian Kesihatan (KKM) me-
wajibkan pegawai peiuba-
tan kontrak yang dilantik
ke jawatan tetap untuk me-
milih -sekurang-kurang-~
nya satu daripada tiga pe-
nempatan di Sabah atau
Sarawak menerusi sistem.
e-placement 2.0, sebagai
langkah mendngani Keti-
dakseimbangan agihan te-
naga- kerja-kesihatan an-
~tara Semenanjung dan wi-
layah Borneo ifu.

Menterinya, Datuk Seri
' Dr Dzulkefly Ahmad, ber-

kata pendekatan itu tidak
pernahdilaksanakan sebe-
lum ini dan sebahagian da-
ripada usaha serius Kera-
jaan mengatasi jurang pe-
nempatan pakar, doktor
dan jururawat d1 seluruh
negara.

“Jadi, .mewanbkan satu
daripada tiga itu mesti di-
letakkan pilihan ' Sabah
dan Sarawak. Yang tidak
pernah dilakukan sebe-
lum ini,” katanya di De-
. wan Rakyat, semalam.

Beliau menjawab soalan
Datuk Dr Richard Rapu
(GPS-Betong) ' yang me-
_ minta penjelasan berhu-
bung langkah Kkerajaan
mengurangkan ketidakse-
imbangan agihan sumber

Dr Dzulkeﬂ di Dewan Raat, ,semalam.

manusia kesihatan di an-

tara Semenanjung, Sabah

dan Sarawak, khususnya
membabitkan  penempa-
tan, pakar, doktor. dan ]ur
urawat.

Dr Dzulkefly berkata, ke-
menterian turut menetap-
kan kuota penempatan pe-
gawai perubatan lantikan
tetap, iaitu 650 orang di

Sarawak dan 310 orang di -

Sabah, menjadikan keselu-
ruhan penempatan di ke-
dua-dua negeri itu 42.7 pe-
ratus daripada jumlah ke-
seluruhan 2,248 pegawai

-perubatan yang ditempat-

Kan baru-baru ini.

Selain itu, Dr Dzulkefly
memaklumkan 1,002 pega-
wai perubatan kontrak su-
dah ditempatkan di Sabah,
manakala 937 di Sarawak

(Foto BERNAMA)
hingga 31 Mac lalu, bagi
menampung tenaga kerja
tambahan di kemudahan
kesihatan awam.

Dalam. ;usaha jangka
panjang beliau berkata,
KKM turut menyokong
inisiatif kerajaan negeri
menawarkan biasiswa ke-
pada pelajar untuk melan-
jutkan pengajian dalam bi-
dang perubatan dan Kkesi-
hatan, serta memberikan
merit tambahan kepada
mereka yang berkhidmat
di Sabah dan Sarawak,
Khususnya kawasan peda-
laman.

“Merit ini dijadikan satu
pemberat tambahan dalam
skala pemarkahan calon
untuk mendapatkan bia-
siswa ini,” katanya.
BERNAMA
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Akses penjagaan
kesihatan lebih

Jumaat, 1 Ogos 2025 [iJ1]

luas, terangkum

Inisiatif kerajaan
beri pilihan
perkhidmatan

berkualiti dan
mampu bayar
Oleh Latifal Ariffin

dan Noor Atigah Sulaiman
bhnews@bh.com, my

Kuala Lumpur: Sepanjang tem-
poh RMKI13, sektor kesihatan
akan menerima peruntukan se-
*banyak RM40 bilion dalam usaha
mengurangkan perbelanjaan rak-
yat atau dalam perkhidmatan
penjagaan kesihatan.

Langkah Dberkenaan turut
memberi pilihan perkhidmatan
kesihatan kepada pengguna, di
samping terus memastikan per
khidmatan kesihatan berkuaml

dan mampu bayar.

Perdana Menteri, Datuk Seri
Anwar Ibrahim berkata, rangka
Kerja pembangunan profesional
kesihatan peringkat kebangsaan
akan dibangunkan dalam mena-
ngani isu keperluan sumber ma-
nusia dalam sektor berkenaan.

Ikhtiar itu merangkumi latthan
praperkhidmatan, pelesenan dan
pendaftaran, pengambilan, penem-
patan, serta pembangunan kerjaya
bagi memastikan pengekalan ba-
kat dalam sektor kesihatan.

"Selain itu, pengurusan rekod
kesihatan akan diperkukuh se-
bagal teras pendigitalan sistem
kesihatan, Usaha ini akan me-
mantapkan keupayaan saling ke-
bolehkendalian merentas fasiliti
kesihatan.

“Ini akan menyumbang kepada
penjanaan analitik kesihatan
berimpak tinggi yang diperkasa
dengan teknologi kecerdasan
buatan (Al) sebagai usaha mem-
pertingkat kualiti penjagaan ke-
sihatan rakyat,” katanya.

Dalam pada itu, Anwar berkata
reformasi kesihatan adalah ikh-
tiar penting dalam memastikan
pembiayaan kesihatan yang
mampan dan akses penjagaan le-
bih meluas dan terangkum.

Ia juga mahu memberi pilthan per-
khidmatan kesihatan kepada peng-
guna, di samping terus memas-
tikan perkhidmatan kesihatan

. yang berkualiti dan mampu bayar

"Bagi meningkatkan Kketer-
jaminan bekalan perubatan,
pembuatan ubat domestik akan
digalakkan dan penggunaan ubat
generik oleh sektor awam dan
swasta akan ditingkatkan,

“Kita juga perlu tegas dalam
menangani risiko kesihatan. Cu-
kai prokesihatan akan diperluas
daripada gula kepada produk se-
perti tembakau; vape.dan alko-
hol, bukan sekadar untuk hasil,
tetapi bagi mendorong peruba-
han tingkfih laku dan niemben-

dung peningkatan penyakit tidak .

RM4O blllon;

© Dana untuk membina & menaik taraf
hospttalsemtdimkkeraaan

o Pembuatan ubat domestik bagi

.+ © Pendigitalan sistem kesihatan
©

berjangkit
membim

"Tidak ada sebab mengapa gu-
1a harus murah maka akan ada
sadikit usaha untuk memberikan
mesej yang Jelas supaya rakyat
tidak terbeban dengan penyakit
vang serius,” katanya,

Mengenai penambahbaikan in-
frastruktur, Anwar memaklum-
kan beberapa hospital dan klinlk

(NCD) yang kian

Cukai pro-kesihatan
diperiuas kepada tembakau, vape, alkohol

kerajaan akan dinalk taraf se-
panjang RMKI13.

Antaranya, Hospital Tuanku
Ja'afar 2, Seremban, Negeri Sem-
bilan, Hospital Sultanah Aminah
2, Johor Bahru, Pusat Kanser Wi-
layah Utara, Sungai Petani, Ke-
dah, Pusat Jantung Sabah di Hos-
pital Queen Elizabeth I, Kota Ki-
nabalu, Sabah dan Pusat Kanser
Sarawak.
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RM40b reformasi
sektor kesihatan

Kuala Lumpur: Sebanyak
RM40 bilion diperuntuk-
kan di bawah Ranc
Malaysia ke-13 (RMKi3)
dalam usaha kerajaan me-
laksanakan reformasi sek-
tor kesihatan, kata Perda-
na Menteri Datuk Seri
Anwar Ibrahim.

Beliau berkata, reforma-
si kesihatan adalah ikhtiar
penting Kkerajaan untuk
memastikan pembiayaan
kesihatan yang mampan
serta akses penjagaan ke-
sihatan lebih meluas dan
terangkum.

Anwar yang juga Men-
teri Kewangan berkata
langkah berkenaan turut
memberi pilihan perkhid-
matan kesihatan kepada
pengguna di samping te-
rus memastikan perkhid-
matan kesihatan berkua-
liti dan mampu bayar.

“Bagi meningkatkan ke-

terjaminan bekalan peru-.

batan, pembuatan ubat
domestik akan digalakkan
dan penggunaan ubat ge-
nerik oleh sektor awam
dan swasta.

“Cukai prokesihatan
akan diperluas daripada
gula kepada produk seperti
tembakau, vape dan alko-
hol, bukan sekadar untuk
hasil tetapi bagi mendo-
rong perubahan tingkah
laku dan membendung pe-
ningkatan penyakit tidak
berjangkit (NCD) yang ki-
an membimbangkan,” ka-
tanya ketika memben-
tangkan RMKi3 dengan te-
ma Melakar Semula Pem-
bangunan di Dewan Ra-
kyat semalam.

Anwar berkata, lan
reformasi juga bertujuan
mengurangkan perbelan-
jaan rakyat atau out of po-
cket expenses untuk per-
khidmatan penjagaan ke-
sihatan.

Beliau berkata dalam
tempoh itu, lebih banyak
projek pémbinaan serta
menaik taraf hospital dan
klinik kerajaan, termasuk
yang daif akan dilaksana-

kan. .
Antaranya Hospital
Tuanku Ja'afar 2, Serem-
ban, Negeri Sembilan;
Hospital Sultanah Aminah
2, Johor Bahru, Johor; Pu-
sat Kanser Wilayah Utara,
S i Petani, Kedah; Pu-
sat Jan Sabah di Hos-
pital Queen Elizabeth 1T,
Kota Kinabalu, Sabah; dan
Pusat Kanser Sarawak.

Selain itu, Perdana Men-
teri berkata, rangka kerja
pembangunan profesional
sektor kesihatan peringkat
kebangsaan akan diba-
ngunkan untuk menanga-
ni isu keperluan sumber
manusia.

“Ikhtiar ini merangkumi
latihan praperkhidmatan,
pelesenan dan pendafta-
ran, pengambilan, penem-

tan serta pembangunan

rjaya bagi memastikan
pengekalan bakat dalam
sektor kesihatan.

“Pengurusan rekod ke-
sihatan akan diperkukuh

“sebagal teras pendigitalan

sistem kesihatan. Usaha
ini akan memantapkan ke-
upayaan saling keboleh-
kendalian merentas fasiliti
kesihatan," katanya.
Anwar berkata, langkah
itu ju%? akan menyum-
bang kepada penjanaan
tik kesihatan berim-
pak tinggi yang diperka-
sakan dengan kecerdasan
buatan (Al) sebagai usaha
mempertingkat  kualiti
penjagaan kesihatan ra-
t

Dalam pada itu, Perdana
Menteri berkata, kerajaan
akan mengenalpasti satu
entiti khusus dan meng-
gubal instrumen perunda-
ngan bagi menyediakan
eko.«jsistem ‘perkhidnm?tan

enjagaan ja panjang
FL'PC) yang legg?:ekap dan
mampan.

Beliau berkata, RMKi3
akan memberi penekanan
kepada penyediaan ekosis-
tem perkhidmatan LTC
yang lebih cekap dan
mampan itu,
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