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Skim Perkhidmatan Pesakit Bayar Penuh

KKM digesa pantau skim FPP elak disalah guna

Kuala Lumpur:; Hartal Doktor
Kontrak (HDK) menggesa Ke-
menterian Kesihatan (KKM) un-
tuk mengambil langkah perlin-
dungan bagi mengelakkan penya-
lahgunaan Skim Perkhidmatan
Pesakit Bayar Penuh (FPP) di
hospital kerajaan, seterusnya
memberi kesan negalif pada kua-
liti perkhidmatan dan penjagaan
kesihatan awam.

Dalam Kenyataannya, HDK ber-
lkata, KKM perlu memastikan ke-
tika skim itu dilaksanakan, ia
tidak meminggirkan golongan
yvang memeriukan.

Katanya, hospital kerajaan
yang melaksanakan FPP perlu
mengutamakan penjagaan kesi-
hatan supaya ia mampu dan mu-

dah diakses semua, terutama ko-
muniti yang kurang mendapat
perhatian.

“Terdapat rizsiko mungkin se-
setengah golongan profesional
kesihatan akan mengutamakan
khidmat FPP berbanding tang
sungjawab awam, sekali gus me-
ngakibatkan masa menunggu le-
bih lama dan pengurangan kua-
liti penjagaan untuk pesakit
WAL

“Kami mencadangkan supaya
ada peraturan ketat dan peman-
tauan rapi dalam memastikan
doktor pakar mengekalkan ko-
mitmen mereka terhadap penja-
gaan kesihatan awam. Mereka
yang melanggar peraturan ini ha-
rus dikenakan hukuman, terma-

suk larangan daripada penyer-
taan dalam perkhidmatan FPE"
katanya semalam,

Mengulas lanjut, HDK turut
meminta supava KKM melindu-
ngi doktor pelatih, jururawat dan
pekerja penjagaan kesihatan lain
yang mungkin berdepan eksplo-
itasiakibat tekanan dikaitkan de-
ngan perkhidmatan FPE

“Untuk  mengelakkan lkerja
berlebihan dan memastikan pe-
ngagihan kerja yang adil, kami
menyokong pemberian ganjaran
dan pengiktirafan kepada mere-
ka vang tidak lavalt secara lang-
sung untuk pendapatan FPP, tin-
dakan ini dapat melindungi hak
dan memberikan kesaksamaan,

“Selain itu KIKXM juga perlu me-

nguruskan tekanan terhadap
sumber awam. Memandangkan
kekurangan tenaga kerja dan
sumber yang sedia ada, periua-
san perkhidmatan FPP tidak se-
harusnya mengurangkan penja-
gaan untuk pesakit awam.

“Penilaian menyeluruh terha-
dap kapasiti setiap hospital ada-
lah penting sebelum memper-
Inaskan perkhidmatan FPFP bagi
melindungi penyampaian penja-
gaan kesihatan awam,” Katanyva.

Cadangan lain yang dikemu-
kakan oleh HDK termasuklah
mengagihkan pesakit I'PP secara
adil dalam kalangan doktor pa-
kar yang layak.

“Ini bagi mengelakkan hanya
segelintir pakar menguasai per-

khidmatan FPE Selain ilu, pe-
laksanaan had ke atas pendapa-
lan daripada perkhidmatan FPP
Juga baleh mencegah keutamaan
yang beral sebelah akibat insen-
tif kewangan.

“EEM perlu menstapkan pera-
turan ketat dan melaksanakan
audit secara berkala dalam me-
mastikan ketelusan operasi FPE.

“Pakar dan ketua jabatan yang
menyalahgunakan sistem ini ha-
rus dikenakan tindakan segera,
Kementerian juga perlu menerc
ka mekanisme pampasan yang
adil untuk pekerja penjagaan ke-
sihatan yang tidak mendapat
maniaat secara langsung dari-
pada perkhidmatan FPE" tam-
bahnya.
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Akta 852 kawal produk rokok
dikuat kuasa Selasa depan

Syarat ketat

jual beli bahan
kurangkan
mudarat kesihatan
terutama kepada
generasi muda

el Facah Marshita Abdunl
I*tah
farahmarshita@bh.com.my

Kuala Lumpur: Akta Kawalan
Produk Merokok Demi Kesihatan
Awam 2024 (Alkta B52) yang menge-
nakan syarat lebih ketat kepada
peniaga dan pembeli rokek serta
rolek elektronik akan dikuatkua-
salan Selasa depan.

Selain peniaga, alta berkenaan
juga menghalang golongan yang
lahir pada 1 Januari 2007 atau se-
lepasnya yangdikategorikanseba-
gai orang belum dewasa membeli
dan menghisap hasil tembakau
atau rokok elektronik bagl kesa-

"lahan pertama.

Golongan belum dewasa vang
membell hasil tembakau atau
pengganti rokok boleh didenda
maksimum RM500 atau diperin-
talh melaksanakan khidmat ma-
syarakat menurut Kanun Tataca-
ra Jenavah atau Akta Kanak-Ka-
nalt 2001.

Peniaga yang menjual hasil tem-
bakau atau rokok elekironik ke-
pada mereka yang lahir pada atau
selepas 1 Januari 2007 boleh diden-
da maksimum RM20,000 atau pen-
Jara setabun atau kedua-duanya
bagi individu.

Bagi syarikat pula, boleh dike-
nakan denda antara RMZ20,000
hingga RMI100,000 atau penjara
dua tahun atau kedua-duanya bagi
kesalahan pertama.

Kementerian Kesihatan berka-

ta, secara keseluruhannya, akta
itu meranghkumi peraturan pen-
daftaran, penjualan, pembunghku-
san, pelabelan dan larangan me-
rokek di tempat awam.

Akta 852 diwartakan pada Fe-
bruari lalu sehingga kini masih
belum dikuathuasakan walaupun
pada mulanya diumumkan akan
dilaksanakan pada Jun dan kemu-
diannya ditangguhkan pada Ogos.

Selain itu, produl rekok dan va-
pe dilarang dijual melalui mesin
jual automatik dan tidak baleh di-
Jual di kawasan institusi pendidi-
kan atau institusi pengajian tinggi
(IPT)

Produk rokok dan vape juga di-
larang dijual di pasar jualan atau
jualan bersifat sementara seperti
Optown, Downlown, pasar malam
dan sebagainya.

Sebelum ini, Menteri Kesihatan,
Datuk Seri Dr Dzulkefly Ahmad,
berkata langkah kementerian me-
wartaltan Alkta 852 bermula 2 Fe-
bruari lalu adalah usaha menge-
kang penggunaan produk temba-
kauserta mengurangkan kemuoda-
ratan akibat merokok dan peng-
gunaan lain-lain produk temba-
kau termasuk rokok elektronik
atau vape.

Dr Deulkefly berkata, kajian
Glnbal Adult Tobacen Survey
(GATS) Malaysia 2023 menunjuk-
kan peningkatan peratus penggu-
na rokek elektronik atau vape
yang amat ketara, terutama dalam
kalangan orang dewasa yang be-
rusia kurang 50 tahun sangat
membimbangkan dan memeriu-
kan tindakan yang tuntas.

GATS 2023 diterbitkan Institut
Kesihatan Umum, Kementerian
Kesihatan dengan kerjasama Per-
tubuhan  Kesihatan  Sedunia
(WHO)} dan Pusat Pencegahan dan
Kawalan Penyakit (CDC) Amerika
Syarikat.

Dapatan utama GATS 2023 yang

ANTARA LARANGAN DALAM AKTA KAWALAN PRODUK MEROKOK
DEMI KESIHATAN AWAM 2024

" gﬂungnn Iahirpnda 1 ,ipnunrl 2007 dan nnnnnva. Seksyen
Ini patuntukkan denda hingga RM20,000 atau sau!lun

penjara bagi individu dan sy

bagi k
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dikeluarkan pada Jun lalu menda-
pati prevalens pengguna rokok
elektronik semasa meningkat se-
cara drastik daripada 0.8 peratus
pada 2011 kepada 5.8 peratus pada
2023,

yang

Prevalens pengguna rokok elek-
tronik dalam kalangan perokok
berusia 15 hingga 24 tahun me-
ningkat kepada 8.6 peratus pada
2023 berbanding 1.1 peratus pada
2011, menurut GATS 2023.

vkl 1

Selain itu, GATS 2023 mende-
dahkan prevalens dwipengguna
iaitu tembakau dan rokok elektro-
nik meningkat darvipada 0.8 pera-
tus pada 2011 kepada 3.9 peratus
pada 2023.

CAP gesa

Georgetown: Persatuan Penggu-
na Pulau Pinang (CAP) mahu Ak-
ta Kawalan Produk Merokok De-
mi Kesihatan Awam 2024 (Akta
852) yang akan berkuat kuasa 1
Olktober ini dilaksanakan de-
ngan tegas,

Pegawai Pendidikan CAF, NV
Subbarow berkata, keputusan
vang ditunggu-tunggu itu bukan
sahgja boleh menyelamatkan
nyawia manusia tetapi juga alam
sekitar

“Tindakan  penguatkuasaan
perlu dilakukan secara berkesan
dan tegas dengan tiada lagi ama-
ran atau kompaun.

laksana undang- undang lebih tegas

“Akta ini pasti me-
nyelamatkan berju-
ta-juta nyawa anak
muda yang ketagih
rokok, vape dan e-ro-
kok sehingga akhir-
nya beleh terjerumus
dengan dadah berba-
hava,” katanya dalam
kenyataan media se-
malam.

Subbarow berkata,
antara isu lain tinda-
kan tegas terhadap mereka yvang
menghisap vape di kawasan la-
rangan merokok kerana mendak-
wa ia hanya lokasi untuk lara-

NV Subbarow

ngan merokok.
nda amaran di
Zon lavangan mero-
kok bagi pengguna va-
pe dan e-rokok mesti
diletakkan termasuk
di perhentian bas, pu-
sat  beli-belah seria

tempat awam.
“Paling penting
, lalah tidak membe-
narkan Kkanak-kKanak
memagang atau mem-
beli apa-apa jenis produk tem-
bakau dan diharap kerajaan juga
mestilah serius dalam menanga-
ni isu rokok dan vape," katanya,

Larangan merokok perlu diperluas ke pefbagm kr;wnsan lumpuan awam,

26 SEPTEMBER 2024
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CAP
sokong
penuh
kuat kuasa
Akta 852

1 Oktober

Georgetown: Persatuan
Pengguna Pulau Pinang
(CAP) menyokong pe-
nuh  penguatkuasain
Akta Kawalan Produk
Merokok Demi Kesiha-
tan Awam 2024 (Akta
852) oleh Kementerian
Kesihatan (KKM) yang
bakal bermula pada 1
Oktober ini.

Pegawai  Pendidikan
CAP, NV Subbarow ber-
kata, keputusan yang di-
tunggn-tunggu itu bu-
kan sahaja boleh menye-
lamatkan nyawa manu-
sia tetapi juga alam se-
kitar.

“Tindakan penguat-
kuasaan itu perlu dila-
kukan secara berkesan
dan tegas dengan tiada
Jagi beri amaran atau
kompaun.

“Akta ini pasti menye-
lamatkan  berjuta-juta
nyawa anak muda yang
ketagih rokok, vape dan
e-tokok sehingga akhir-
nya terjerumus dengan
dadah berbahaya.” kata-
nya dalam kenyataan
media, semalam.

Mengulas lanjut Su-
bbarow berkata, antara
isu lain ialah penggu-
naan e-rokok atan vape
di zon larangan mero-
kok yang ramai peng-

nanya menganggap in

anyan bagi menghisap
rokok.

Katanya, pada masa
ini tiada lagi tindakan
terhadap penghisap va-
pe di zon larangan me-
rokok.

“Panda amaran di zon
Jarangan merokok bagi
pengguna  vape dan
e-rokok mesti diletak-
kian termasuk di perhen-
tian bas, pusat beli-be-
\ah serta tempat awam,’
katanya.

Subbarow
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Kementerian Kesihatan sedia bantuan awal terhadap kanak-kanak rumah amal GISBH

Ada budak alami mental dan trauma
2

Oleh KAMARIAH KHALIDI
dan NORHAFIZAN ZULKIFLI

PUTRAJAYA - Kementerian
Kesihatan (KKM) mengenal pasti
ada kanak-kanak yang diselamat-
kan daripada rumah amal ken-
dalian GISE Holdings Sdn. Bhd.
{GISBH) berdepan isu kesihatan
mental dipercayai akibat trauma
dihadapi.

Menurut  Timbalan Menteri
Eesihatan, Lukanisman Awang
Sauni, ketika ini KKM telah me-
nyediakan bantuan rawatan
diperiukan termasuk sistem
sokongan kesihatan mental.

“Kita mengenal pasti bebera-
pa isu masalah mental dalam
kalangan kanak-kanak yang dise-
lamatkan dan kita akan beri mak-
lumat itu secara terperinci kera-
na ketika ini masih lagi dalam
operasi menyslamatkan kanak-
kanak GISEH di selurub negara.

“Diakui memang ada kanak-
kanak itu yang memeriukan sis-
tern sckongan kesihatan mental
kerana mereka dipisahkan dari-

GAMBAR fail | el
dari rumah amal kendallan GISBH.

pada keluarga dan ada yang ticdak
tahu keadaan sebenar (yang ter-
jadi) kepada diri mereka.

“ladli, ini adalah proses yang
kita serahkan kepada semua pa-
kar-palkar (psikologi) yang dihan-
tar ke Pusat Latihan Polis (Pu-

lapal),” katanya di sini semalam.
Beliau berkata demikian keti-
ka diminta mengulas berhubung
keadaan kesihatan kanak-kanak
GISBH yang diselamatkan.
Sebelum  ini, Lukanisman
melaporkan, seramai 13 pakar

KERATAN Kosmo! 14 September 2024.

psikologi daripada Pusat Kece-
merlangan Kesihatan Mental Ke-
bangsaan (NCEMH) dan Hospital
Kuala Lumpur (HKL) disediakan
bagi merawat kanak-kanak dise-
lamarkan menerusi Op Global.
Sementara {tu, di Temerloh,

Pengerusi Jawatankuasa Kerja
Raya, Pengangkutan dan Kesiha-
tan Pahang, Datuk Ir Razali Kas-
sim berkata, lima kanak-kanak
termasuk tiga beradik sedang
menerima rawatan i Hospital
Sultan Haji Ahmad Shah (Ho-
shas) Temerloh.

Menurutnya, kesemuanya
yang berusia antara empat hing-
ga 12 tahun itu dirujuk sebagal
kes penderaan dan pengabalan.

Katanya, hasil pemeriksaan
awal ke atas mereka mendapati
terdapat kesan parut lecur Jama
dan lebam di badan kanak-kanak
tersebut.

"Susulan itu slasatan lanjut
dan temu bual dilaksanakan bagi
mencarl punca sebenar bagi ke-
san parut lecur dan lebam terse-
but," katanya.

Tambahnva lagi, selain dari-
pacla slasatan terhacap keceder-
aan fizikal, semua kanak-kanak
terbabit turut disiasat bagi men-
genal pasti simptom dan tanda-
tanda kekurangan zat makanan
dan kekurangan berat badan.

26 SEPTEMBER 2024
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Naik harga lantai rokok lebih baik
daripada larang produk dilihat

Oleh FITRINIZAM, HAFIZ AB D.
MUTALIB, FAIZAL HASHIM
dan OTHMAN YAHAYA
utusannews@mediamutia com my

PETALING JAYA: Peraturan ba-
haru  Kementerian Kesihatan
Malaysia (KKM) dalam Akta
Kawalan Produk Merokok Demi
Kesihatan Awam 2024 (Akta
852) yang bakal diperkenalkan
dijangka memberi kesan lepa-
da pihak-pihak terlibat dalam
produk tembakau,

Menteri Kesihatan telah me-
ngumumkan melalui media so-
sial bahawa Akta 852, peraturan
dan perintahnya akan dikuat-
kuasakan untuk bermula 1 Olk-
tober 2024,

Antara peraturan baharu itu
adalah melarang peniaga rokok
dan vape menjualnya secara ter-
buka termasuk jika diletakkan
di rak, kabinet itu perlu bertu-
tup supaya tidak dilihat di tem-
pat jualan.

Langlkah yang bertujuan me-
ngawal  penggunaan produk
tembakau  terutama  dalam
kalangan generasi muda dj
bawah umur 18 tahun itu bukan
sahaja dilihat sukar mencapai
matlamatnya tetapi juga bakal
memberi kesan terhadap penia-
g3 industri itu,

Ini menyebabkan beberapa
pekedai dan penjual rokok yang
ditemui merasalan adalah lehih
baik kerajaan menaikkan cukai
dan harga lantai rokok untuk
produk berkenaan berbanding
mengenakan  peraturan men-
Jualnya secara tertutu p.

“Larangan menjual  secara
terhuka termasuk ‘menyembu-
nyikan' produk dari pandangan
awam akan lebih menjejaskan
perniagaan kami berbanding me-
naikkan harga produk ini” kata
seorang peniaga di Perlis yang
ddak mahu namanya didedah.
kan,

r4, .

PENIAGA tidak boleh lagi menjual rokok dan

Demi Kesihatan Awam 2023 (Akta 852) dilaksanakan tidak lama lagi.

Saya lebih menyokong kalau kerajaan
menaildean cukai rokok, Walaupun ia bakal
menyebabkan harga produk akan naik, itu
lebih daripada menjual secara ‘sembunyi-
sembunyi’ yang akan mendedahkan kepada
banyak penyelewengan produk seludup,”

LIANA BAHRIN

Industri rokok telah wiijud di
negara ini sejak sekian lama dan
vape mula popular sekitar 2012
turut membuka banyak peluang
ekonomi dan pekerjaan kepada
mereka yang terlibat secara
langsung dalam industri ity,

Bagaimanapun, pelaksanaan
larangan mempamerkan produk
rokok dan vape secara terbulka

dengan regulasi ketat lchusus-
nya kepada produk vape dilihat
bakal wujudkan pasaran gelap
dalam industri tersebut.

Malah banyak pihak menyi-
fatkan larangan menjual produk
rokok dan vape secara terbuka
tidak akan mengubah tabiat
merckok. d

Kebanyakan peniaga rokok

mmambuhapaﬂh&kuhwahnmuwlmk

juga lebih cenderung sekiranya
kerajaan menaikkan kadar cu-
kai sedia ada terhadap produk
tembakau dan menetaplan satu
harga minimum yang lebih mu-
nasabah,

Seorang pekerja kedai runcit
di Taman Makmur, Kluang, Jo-
hor, Liana Bahrin, 24, berkata,
peraturan penggunaan kabinet
bertutup terhadap rokok akan
menyebabkan  peruncit  ke-
cil seperti majikannya terpaksa
mengeluarkan kos sendiri untuk
membeli dan memasang perka-
kas itu di premis.

Pada masa sama, katanya, ia
juga akan memberi kesan ke-
pada jualan rokok bercukai di
premis tersebut.

“IJualan rokok di sini bukan-
iah banyak mana pun, sehari
lebih kurang 10 kotalk sahaja,
jika terpaksa akur dengan pelak-
sanaan peraturan baharu KKM
itu mungkin akan memberikan

kesan kepada perniagaan.

“Saya lebih menyokong kalan
kerajaan menaikkan culcai rokok.
Walaupun ia bakal menyebab-
kan harga produk akan naik, itu
lebih baik daripada membuatkan
Peniaga menjual secarg ‘sembu-
nyi-sembunyi’ atay seperti men-
jalankan perniagaan yang tidal
sah,” katanya.

Sementara itu, di Johor Bah-
U, seorang peniaga yang dike-
nali sebagai Raihan berharap
satu kabinet bertutup khas per-
lu disediakan bagi melataklan
bekalan rokok yang dijual,

Katanya, ini kerana kedainya
yang menjual hampir 10 jenama
rokok pelbagai jenis tiada ruang
untuk menyimpan rokek ity seki-
ranya rak rokok di launter ba-
varan tidak lagi boleh digunakan,

“Sebelum ini, kita ada dengar
cadangan rokok diletaldean di
lkabinet bertutup. Jadi, ia perlu
disediakan supaya kita mudah
untuk ambil dan jual kepada

- pelanggan.

“Dengan adanya kabinet ber-
tutup itu, setidaknya pelanggan
tahu kita ada menjual rokol di
kedai ini;” lkatanya.

Langkah itu juga tidak di-
senangi oleh perokok malah me-
nyifatkannya tidak membanty
dalam menangani isu merokok
dalam kalangan generasi muda.

Seorang pengguna di Johor
Bahru, Shahrul Adib Anuar, 30,
pula berkata, langkah kerajaan
yang melarang peniaga mem-
pamerkan rokok secara terbuka
di premis dilihat tidak memberi
kesan atau mengubah sikap pe-
rokok tersebut,

Katanya, selama ini pelba-
gai kaedah dan larangan dibuat
kerajaan termasul tidak mem.-
benarkan individu merokok di
Testaran namun ia tidak me-
ngubah sebarang keadaan,

—_ Bersambung di nwka_z
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Naik harga lantai rokok lebih baik daripada larang produk dilihat

Darimukal

“Saya tidak merasakan ilu
sebagai langkah yang terbaik
kerana pelanggan tetap tahu ke-
dai terbabit menjual rokok wa-
laupun ia tidak dipamerkan di
belakang kaunter bayaran.

“Pada saya menaiklan kadar
culeai dan harga lantai rokok itu
lebih bail berbanding cadangan
umtuk melarang jualan secara
terbuka itu kerana ia mewu-
judkan situasi menang-menang
kepada kerajaan dan peniaga)”
ujarnya.

Seprang lagi pengguna, Mo-
hammad Hafiz Abdul Rahman,
37, berkata, larangan menjual
rokok secara terbuka dilihat
tidak wajar.

Katanya, menjual produk
tembakau vang telah dikenakan
cukai bukanlah satu kesalahan
dan ini hanya akan menyusah-
lkan peniaga.

Katanya, jika pihak kerajaan
benar-benar mahu angka pe-
rokok berkurangam;-salah satu
caranya adalah dengan menaik-
kan harga jualan rokok tersebut.

“Dalam mendepani kos sara
hidup yang tinggi ketika ini,
perakolk pasti berkira-kira untuk
berbelanja lebih bagi membeli
rolok yang semakin mahal.

i “Bukan mudah untuk me-
ngubah tabiat perokok ini, na-
mun itu salah satu cara yang
berkesan,” ujarnya.

Seorang peniaga kedai run-
cit yang mahu dikenali sebagai
Rahmat berkata, ada baiknya
kerajaan mengenakan cukai
lebih tinggi terhadap rokok dari-
pada mengenakan syarat seperti
ltabinet bertutup dan pelbagai
syarat lain yang menyukarkan.

“Naikkan cukai daripada 40
sen sebatang tokolk ketika ini
kepada satu harga lebih tinggi,
sekurang-kurangnya  kerajaan
juga dapat hasil daripada produk
tembakau. Syarat jualan secara
bertutup itu seperti kami men-
jual barang haram,” katanya.

Seorang peniaga yang dike-
nali sebagai Shamsudin, 39,
pula berkata, larangan menjual
rokolk secara terbuka tidak prak-
tikal kerana produk tembakau
iru boleh dibeli pelanggan beru-
sia 18 tahun ke atas.

Menurutnya, tindakan itu
tidak akan mengubah hasrat
perokole untuk berhenti tabiat
burulk itu malah menyukarkan
proses urus niaga dijalankan.

“Dulu pun kita sudah men-
jual rokok secara selindung
dengan menggunakan kabinet
bertutup, ia tidak praktikal dan
kembali kepada asal. Yang se-
lalu beli, tetap alan datang beli.

“Jadi, saya rtasa larangan
menjual rokok secara terbuka
ini tidak memberi impak, pe-
rokok ini tahu baik buruk tabiat
mereka itu,” katanya.

Dalam pada itu, pengusaha
kedai runcit Lian Sheng, 30-

thi

PERATURAN melarang rokok

dan vape dijual di rak

bertutup hanya akan meningkatkan kos peniaga kedai.

SELAIN disyaratkan meletak notis larangan menjual vape kepada Orang
Belum Dewasa (OBD), kedai menjual vape juga tidak boleh dilihat jelas
dariluar,

an berkata, langkah tersebut
akan menjejaskan pendapatan
mereka kerana menjual produk
tembakau itu bukanlah satu ke-
salahan.

Dia turut  mempersoalikan
kenapa perlu mengambil tinda-
kan sedemikian rupa seakan-
seakan merelka adalah penjual
rokok tanpa cukai yang dise-
ludup dari negara jiran.

“Ini boleh menyebablan jua-
lan berkurang kerana pelanggan
ingat kita tak ada stol rokok
yang kebiasaan boleh nampak
di kaunter bayaran.

“Syarikat (rokok) pun bayar
cukai, saya fikir tak perlu jual
sorok-sorok, lagipun  sudah
banyalk kemper berhenti rokok
dibuat. Lagipun yang jual sorok-
sorok biasanya rokok haram,”
ujarnya.

Bagi seorang peniaga vape
di Sungai Petani, Kedah, Izat
Yusof, 22, peraturan baharu itu
bakal menyusahkan peniaga
kerana kebiasaannyva pengguna
mahu mencuba dahulu produk
yang dijual.

“Rokok tidak boleh dicuba
sebelum dibeli, sedanglan vape
boleh dipilih pelanggan mengi-
kut kemahuan mereka dan su-
dah semestinya pelanggan ingin
melihat dahulu sebelum mem-
beli.

“lika Hdak dijual seperti
selearang bagaimana pelanggan
berpeluang mencubanya sebe-
lum membuat keputusan mem-
beli yang secara langsung akan
membolehkan kami mendapat
pendapatan,” katanya.

Seorang pengusaha vape di
Kuala Lumpur yang ingin dike-
nali sebagai Angah, 38, pula
berkata, dia bukan sahaja memi-
liki tiga premis di Setiawangsa
dan Wangsa Maju malah pernah
menjualnya di pasaran United
Kingdom (UK) serta beberapa
negara lain di Eropah.

Katanya, layanan diterima
pengusaha vape tempatan amat
berbeza berbanding yang dili-
hatnya di luar negara kerana Ke-
menterian Kesihatan UK sendiri
menyokong industri  e-rokok
bagi mengeantikan rokok kon-

secara terbuka sebaliknya menggunakan kabinet

vensional yang lebih mudarat.
“Di Eropah khususnya di

UK, mereka sudah ada regulasl

sejak sekian lama namun jauh

_ berbeza dengan yang mahu di-

laksanakan oleh KKM kerana
mereka menggalaldan perokok
beralih kepada vape.

“Bukan itu saja, malah di
beberapa hospital di UK juga
disediakan booth (reruai) vape,
niamun apa yang berlaku di sini,
KKM menyukarkan pemain in-
dustri dengan regulasi yang ter-
lalu ketat,

“UK juga ada regulasi tapi
mereka tidak melarang produk
vape dilihat atau dipamerkan di
tempat jualan,” katanya.

Utusan Malaysia baru-baru
ini melaporkan KKM akan mem-
perkenalkan larangan baharu
dalam Akta 852 antaramya me-
wajibkan peniaga rokok meng-
gunakan kabinet bertutup di
premis masing-masing terma-
suk kedai serbaneka.

Bagi kedai khas menjual
rolok dan vape pula, produk
mereka dibenar dipamerkan di
dalam kedai tetapi tidak boleh
dilihat dengan jelas dari luar
premis.

Akta itu juga menggaris-
kan larangan penjualan tokok
dan vape melalui dalam talian
ke atas semua platform bagi
mengelakkan ia dibeli oleh
OBD.

Selain itu, produk rokol dan
vape juga dilarang dijual mela-
lui mesin vending dan tidak
boleh dijual di kawasan institusi
pendidikan atau institusi penga-
jian tinggi (1PT).

Akhir sekali, produk rokek
dan vape juga dilarang dijual di
pasar jualan- atau mana-mana
pasar jualan bersifat sementara
seperti Uptown, Downtown,
pasar malam dan sebagainya.

Pada masa sama, Suriyati
juga menzahirkan kebimba-

ngannya dengan pelaksanaan
cermin gelap di kedai khas vape
yang boleh mengundang je-
nayahh memandangkan orang
luar tidak dapat melihat akbtivit
di dalam kedai.

“Saya ada beberapa peker-
ja wanita di kedai, larangan
ini mungkin membahayakan
keselamatan pekeria jika ada
pihak tidak bertanggungjawab
mengambil kesempatan untuk
melalukan jenayah dan seba-
gainya,” katanya.

Seorang lagi pengusaha vape
yang mahu dikenali sebagai
Razman, 42, mendakwa, pe-
main industri berharap KKM
tidak melaksanakan peraturan
yang terlampau drastik dalam
mengawal selia industri vape.

Katanya, kebanyakan pemain
industri sememangnya sudah
mengharapkan regulasi terha-
dap industri vape diperkenal-
kan bahkan menerima wujud-
nya akta tersebut.

“Tetapi apa yang dihasrat-
kan cleh kami tidak dipedu-
likan. Kami melihat akan wuojud
pasaran gelap apabila larangan-
larangan ini diperkenalkan,” ka-
tanya.

Seorang pengguna vape, Faz-
rik Razali, 30, berkata, larangan
terbaharu  KKM  sebenamya
tidakk menyelesaikan masalah
kerana rokek dan vape masih
boleh didapati secara haram
yang sehingga kini masih ber-
leluasa tak kira di bandar mahu
pun luar bandar,

“Betul vape juga ada mu-
darat, tetapi regulasi KKM ter-
hadap cecairnya, perantinya
saya rasa sudah cukup menjadi-
kan ia sebagai pengganti tokok
konvensional,” katanya.

Peniaga produlk tembakau
juga berasa ragu dengan ke-
berkesanan Akta B52 yang ber-
tujuan mengawal produk tem-
balau.

Menurut mereka, walaupun
peniaga berlesen dikenakan
pelbagai syarat untuk menjual
rokok dan vape apabila akta itu
diperkenalkan, ramai lagi pen-
jual haram di tepi jalan, pasar
malam atau kedai warga asing
menjual produk berkenaan
termasuk rokol atau vape se-
ludup.

Sebab itulah kata pihak yang
terlibat dalam industri tersebut,
lebih baik kerajaan memikirkan
untuk menaikkan kadar cukai
produk tembakau dan menaik-
kan harga minimum jualan
rokok di pasaran.

Langkah itu dilihat lebih wa-
jar dilakukan kerana ia mewu-
judkan situasi menang-menang
antara kerajaan dan pihak indus-
tri daripada menetapkan pel-
bagai syarat ketat jualan rokolk
seperti  larangan menjualnya
secara terbula di ralk-rak kedai,
vang hanya akan menyukarkan
peniaga dan boleh menjejaskan
perniagaan mereka.
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NEW SMOKING CONTROL ACT STARTS OCT 1

Health minister hopes it will curb tobacco
use, reduce associated harm

KALBANA FERIMBAMAYAGAM
KUALA LUMPUR -
kalbana@nst.com.my

HE Control of Smoking

Broducts for Public

Health Act 2024 (Act

852), which includes
control of vape products, will
come into force on Oct 1.

Health Minister Datuk Seri Dr
Dzulkefly Ahmad said the law
aimed to ban the sale and pur-
chase of tobacco products, smok-
ing materials and tobacco sub-
stitutes, including vape and any
electronic smoking devices to mi-
nors.

In a post on the Health Min-
istry’s social media page, he said
Act 852 covered regulations on
smoking and tobacco products
registration, sale, packaging and
labelling. as well as a smoking
ban at public places.

Earlier it was reported that the
yet-to-be-implemented law was
initially supposed to be enforced
beginning June, but was later
postponed to August,

Dr Dzulkefly had said that the
gazetting of Act 852 on Feb 2 was
part of efforts to curb tobacco use
and reduce the harm associated
with smoking, including the use
of electronic cigarettes or vapes.

He highlighted that the 2023
Global Adult Tobacco Survey for
Malaysia indicated a significant
increase in e-cigarette or vape us-
age, particularly among adults
below age 50.

“This rise is alarming and ne-
cessitates decisive action,” he
was reported to have said.

The Health Ministry had also
faced criticism for its failure to
enforce Act 852, which has hin-
dered the implementation of reg-

ulations prohibiting the sale of

vape and e-cigarette to children.

With the long anticipated en-
forcement regulations coming
into place, the growing concern
over smoking, e-cigareltes, un-
regulated use of vape and its im-
pact an public health, particular-
ly among youth and minors,
should be addressed soon.

In an immediate reaction, the

Consumers’ Association of
Penang (CAP) education officer
NV. Subbarow called on author-
ities to carry out strict and reg-
ular enforeemment,

“Currently, there is minimal
enforcement regarding vaping in
these areas,

“Many vapers believe that
some of these regulations only
apply to cigarette smokers.

"They feel these provisions do
not apply to them and may use
that as an excuse to evade penal-
ties.”

Subbarow also suggested that
the ministry make it compulsory
for no-smoking zones ta put up
warning signs against the use of
vape and e-cigarettes as well.

These sipnage, he said, must be
put up at all public spaces, in-
cluding bus stops, streets, office
buildings and shopping complex-
es, to make sure that everyone
understands the law,

“CAP fully supports Act 852,
but we need good enforcement
action to make sure the Act truly
meets its purpose.”

He added that CAP had waited
a long time for the amended Act
832 to take effect and believes it
would help save vounger gener-
ations from adopting the habit.

A man .sr:w-'fmg at an eatery, which is a no- smoking zone, in Kuala

Lumpur in 2022, FiE PIC

“The Act must be comprehen-
sive In every possible way with-
out leaving any gaps. Punish-
ments impesed under the
amended Act must correspond to
the severity of the offences, serv-
ing as a deterrent to others.

“No more watnings or fines for
smokers or offenders who da not
comply with the law.”

CAP has been urging the gov-
ernment to ban the display of

vape products, e-cigarettes,
cigarettes and other tobacco-re-
lated items at payment counters
in shops o protect youth from
smoking and vaping,

Subbarow said that minors
were easy targets for the industry,
especially with the wide range of
attractive vape products de-
signed with eye-catching
colours, designs and various
flavours.
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No sugar in the House on Wednesdays

By MARTIN CARVALHO
mart3@thestar.com.my

KUALA LUMPUR: Those attend-
ing the coming Parliament pro-
ceedings will have to leave their
sweet-tooth behind on
Wednesdays, which will be a
“sugar free” day in the august
House, says Tan Sri Johari Abdul,

The Dewan Rakyat Speaker
said the ruling would be enforced
at the start of the Parliament
meeting that will run from Oct 14
to Dec 12,

“The ruling covers all who are
in Parliament, including the
media. We will ensure that sugar
15 not added to drinks,” he said at
an engagement session with the
media yesterday.

“Those who want to bring in

drinks, will have to see to it if

there is sugar in it or not.

“The move is being done so that
we will become a more healthy
society,” he explained.

On Sept 8, Datuk Seri Anwar
Ibrahim told the public to take
health knowledge seriously, par-
ticularly regarding the dangers of
exCessive sugar conswmption.

The Prime Minister said this
was due to the fact that Malaysia
has the highest number of diabe-
tes cases in South-East Asia,
reflecting that the level of health
literacy in the country is low.

Johari also said that he would
continue with the practice of get-
ting MPs to undergo mandatory
medical examinations and
declare their health status.

“There are MPs who informed
me that they discovered ta having
illnesses since undergoing their
health screenings. They are now

undergoing treatment and taking
medication,” he said.
In July this year, Johari

announced mandatory health
sereening for all MPs —which had
to be done by November.

Last year, Johari said he had

seen at least 11 MPs collapse dur-
ing his time in the House over the
past 15 years.

On a separate matter, Johari
said that the Blue Bill for the
revival of the long-awaited
Parliamentary Services Act (PSA)
was ready for tabling during the
coming Parliament meeting.

“l call on MPs to suppart the
Bill. The revival of the PSA will
show the world that separation of
powers is truly practiced in
Malaysia,” he added.

The PSA was firsl enacted in
1963, just a few months before the
formation of Malaysia.

Itallowed Parliament to act asa
truly independent body, runnin,
its pwn affairs, selecting its staff,
and control its expenditure.

However, it was repealed dur-
ing the administration of Tun Dr
Mahathir Mchamad in 1992.

Since then, there had been
numerous calls from civil society
for its revival to ensure the inde-

pendence of Parliament.

Meanwhile, Johari said the
Dewan Rakyat has not received a
motion of no confidence against
Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim,

“What [ have heard are mere
rumours and just a lot of talk
about a motion of no confidence.
So far there has been nothing
vet,” he said,

He noted that such a motion
must be submitted to Dewan
Rakyar according to procedures.

“If there is to be such a motion,
it has 1 be submitted formally in
black and white. It can't be done
by just a telephone call or through
email,” he added.

On Sept 20, Anwar had chal-
lenged the Opposition to table a
vote of no confidence against him
in the upcoming Dewan Ralyat
session,

PAS's youth wing had called for
Anwar to step down as Prime
Minister during the party’s 70th
muktamar recently.
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Enforce Act to save lives

Don't just issue warnings, take action to curb smoking,

By RAGANANTHINI
VETHASALAM
raga@thestar.com.my

PETALING JAYA: Strong enforce-
ment is the key to curb smoking,
health advocates say, as the much
delayed anti-smoking law will be
enforced on Oct 1 - almost a year
after.it was passed in Parliamen,

The Malaysian Council for
Tobacco Control (MCTC) presj-
dent Dr M. Murallitharan said it
has taken some years to arrive to
this day since the first draft of the
anti-smoking Bill was brought to
Parliament by former health min-
Ister Khairy Jamaluddin,

The group, he said, is “very
relieved” that the regulations are
finally going to be enforced and
both conventional cigarettes and
new smoking products such as
vapes and e-cigarettes will he reg-
ulated.

“I think there has been more
than enough time for all parties to
be prepared and do the needful
for the industry to gain. To call for

more time to enforce 1 think it s
not really an honest ask,” he said.
“I'think enough time has passed

-and the sale of vape and e-ciga-

rettes continues to he a problem,
especially for minors, Only with
the implementation of this law
will control finally come into
effect.”

He said the industry too needs
to understand that it has been
operating in a grey area and this
is the price to pay for legalisation,

I-Iea?th Minister Datuk Seri Dr
Dzulkefly Ahmad said the Cantrol
of Smoking Products for Public
Health Act (Act 852) will rake
effecton Oct 1,

The Act covers regulations on
the registration, sale, ackaging,
labelling and the p ition of
smoking in public places.

The rules and orders that will
be enforced include electronic
cigarettes.

The Control of Smoking
Products for Public Health 2023
Bill was passed In the Dewan
Rakyat on Nov 30 last year, It

received royal assent on Jan 24
this year and was published in
the Federal Gazette on Feh 2.

Consumers  Association of
Penang senior education officer
and anti-smoking activist NV
Subbarow said the enforcement
of Act B52 must be stringent,

“Act 852 will definitely save mil-
lions of young lives who are
addicted to smoking and vaping,
which could eventually lead to
drug addiction,” he said.

“The enforcement of the At
must be effective. It shouldn't he
just about issuing warnings.
Action must be taken,” he sait,

“Another issue is vaping and
using e-cigareltes at no smoking
Zones. Many vapers feel that its
only for smoking cigarettes” e
sald while lamenting the lack of
strict action,

The Federation of Malaysian
Consumers Association tobacco
and smaol control coordinator,
Muhammad Sha'ani Abdullah,
said there has been a vacuum in
the regulatory regime, with out-

say advocates

dated standards.

“The lack of regulation for
smoking substance has led to the
use of vape and e-cigarettes
among children.

“We hope under the new regu-
lation all display of smoking prod-
ucts will be banned at all points of
sale and no form of advertise
ment will be featured at all vape
shops,” he said.

He also expressed concern over
the influence of lobby from the
vape and tobacco induistry, .

The Global Adult Tghacco
Survey 2023 found that there has
been a 600% increase in the
number of e-cigarette users in
the country over the past 12 -
years.

The study pointed out thar the
prevalence of e-cigarette or vape
use among those in the 15-24 age
group increased from 1.1% in
2011 0 8.6% last year.

It also found that about 60% of
smokers between the ages of 20
and 34 had their first puff before
turning 18.
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‘Mental health key to
successful organisations’

tS_PsychUiogical Issues need attention as thgy;an affect
individual well-being and productivity, say

PUTRAJAYA: A well-bal 1 or

s chief secretary

ofano

with a healthy workforee is proven o help
improve the quality of work and life in general,
said Chief Secretary o the Government Tan Sri
Shamsul Azri Abu Bakar,

He said outstanding organisations can also
help the government” speed up the nation's
development process,

“Awareness and knowledge related o
psychology and mental well-being must always
be a priotlty 1o achieve organisational objectives
and build high-value human capital, in line with
the mission and vision of the Prime Minister’s
Department specifically,” he said in his speech
on Tuesday, that was read by the department's
Senior Deputy Secretary-General Danie Abd
Shukor Mahmood, during the opening of the
department’s Psychology Seminar 2024,

Shamsul Awzrl said psychological health
issues or mental health problems, such as
emolional siress, are among the public health
Issues that need awention as they ean
alfect individual well-being and the Productivity

He said the findings of the Health Ministrv's
2023 National Health and Maorbidiry &
showed that cne million, or 4.6%, of Malaysians
aged 16 and above suffer from depression,

He added that the 2023 Malaysian
Psychological Well-Being Index Study, which
involved 159,633 public officials, showed that
the Psychological Well-Being Index was at a
moderate level of 7.5, Bernama reparted,

"This means that continuous and
comprehensive efforts must be taken o EnsLe
that the level of psychological well-being
continues to improve,

"All parties, whether department heads,
human resource managers, supervisors or
individuals, have a role in continuing ta improve
themselves by managing their thoughts,
emotions and behaviour in a more positive

Shamsul Azri also called on puhlic officials,
especially In the Prime Minister’s Dy
to always be sensitive and alert 10 family

members or people around them to identify

early symptoms of depression that could
contribule 1o aggressive behaviour:
He said psychological health s the

tesponsibility of every public offictal, just like
physical health.

Shamsul Azri said public officials need to
take advantage of the. Civi Servant
Psychological Health Digital Profiling System,
which aims to help public officials understand
their own situation in terms of psychological
health risks,

“If the findings indicate the need 1o gethelp,
then get it from specialists ar psychologists at the
department or within your respective agencies.”

The two-day seminar, which  ended
yesterday, was attended by 400 participants,
including personnel, agencies and departments
under the Prime Minister's Department,

The seminar was held in conjunction with
National Counselling Month and Waorld Mental
Health Day, abserved on Oct 10 eachyear by the
World Health Organisation,

It aims to raise awareness about the

channels and educate civil Servants on mental
health issues and their impact on the quality of
work and life.
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Higher budget allocation needed for healthcare, says MMA

KUALA  LUMPUR: An  overall
healthcare allocation increase for
the upcoming Budget 2025 is
needed to allow more meaningful
improvements and reforms in the
healtheare system.

Malaysian Medical Association -
(MMA) president Datuk’ Dr Kalwinder
singh Khaira said the Health White
Paper goal of Increasing the health
budget to 5% of the nation's gross
domestic product should be met
sooner, as over 70% of Malaysians rely
on public healthcare services for their
needs.

He said to increase efficiency in the

administration at public healtheare
facilities and address the issue of
overcrowding, MMA also proposes
increasing funding for digitalisation In
public healthcare such as for an online
dashboard listing the services and
number of appointments available.
For the private healthcare
sector,  Kalwinder  emphasised
the importance of public-private
collaborations, particularly in the
prevention and managernent of
nor-communicable diseases (NCD) as
‘over half a million, or 2.5%, of
Malayslan adults were living with four
NCD in 2023, while nearly 2.3 million

aduits would have three.

“The 13,000 private GPs [general
practitioners) who play an important
rale In  prevention and health
education are still under-utilised in
addressing NCD.

“A public-private collaboration
with the wide distribution of private
GPs can significantly  improve
effectiveness in the management of
NCDY he said.

" Kalwinder also said tax rebates
should be given to doctors for them
to upscale knowledge, including
participating and attending courses
or  conferences organised by

professional bodies.

To encourage more Malayslans to
adopt a healthy lifestyle, MMA also
looks  forward to  the new
Sugar-Sweetened Beverage tax to be
introduced in Budget 2035 as part the
Health Ministry's "War an Sugar”
initiative.

“We look forward to further detalls
on this initiative and along with this

‘initiative, we would like to see tax

revenue from the sale of tobacco and
alcohal products channelled to the
health budget specifically for
pragrammes to treat NCD at public
healthcare facilities”

Kalwinder said MMA also has
suggested the government create the
Khas Untuk Penyandang (KUP) Gred
HKhas C posts for specialists who have
been stagnating at the UD56 scale,

“The last such promotion exercise
was in 2012, in which a few hundred
KUP fKhas C posts were specially
created and this enabled many
doctors to move up ta Gred Khas C,
After 13 years, another one-off
creation of KUP Khas C is very much
required to help retain experi d
senior doctors who are neeqe to
treat, teach and mentor in the public
secton”he said.— Bernama
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SEPANG: Charged with Making and initiating atthe Sessions Court here on Tuesday, enter his defonce gn the charge after finding
the tran mission of offensive videgs about Ahmad Zaidi: | there any part of the videns that the Prosecution hag Succepded
the Covid-19 vaccine, Dr Rolang Victer has  in which you adyise the public orviewers against rstabﬂshhg a prima frcie casp against him,

denied instilling fear jn Malaysians or taking the Pfizer vaccine? On July 5, 202, Raland was charged with
dlscnuraging anyone from taking the Pfizar Roland: je, making and Iniuaﬂngﬂwnznsmissinn of vidaos
Comirnaty vaccine, Ahmad Zajdi: 50, what was your real  with the intent tg annoy others using the
' The 42-year-gld KL Sky Clinic founder said ha intention in making the videos? Facebook profija Page “The k| Sky Clinic™-at"
has newver Prevented the public or ViEwers of his Roland; My intention i Creating these 10.30pm on Feb 7,2021,
videos from apting for the vaccine. videas Is to provice health advice tg the public, He is charged unider Section 233 (1) (a} of the '
ia Act 1998 apd

1 have ng intention of sCaring anyone, making it easier for them tg understand Cammun!ml‘ionsand Multimeg
Howewver, it shayld be clear that mediciries could medical knowledge, :
hazardouys, If patients do ot knowe how to He said every incividual has the right to  same Act, which Provides a maximym fine of

use them correg, ' they may rasyltin danger" choose whether Or nat to be vacdnated, RMs0,000, UP 10 one year jajl o beth, and 5
Was responding o g Question from his DPP Ahmad Zuhaini Muhamag Amin  further fina of RM1,000 for each day the offence
lawyer Datuk Ahmad Zaidi Zainal during his appeared for the presecution, cantinues after conviction,

defence trial bsfore judge Ahmad Fuad Othman On March 21, Ahmag Fuad ardered Roland 1o The trial will resyma onNov 4.~ Bamama '
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ECENTLY, . British  MPs
supperted a plan to ban the
sale of cigarettes to anyone
orn after 2009, a move that is
expected to become Jaw, :

The measures, championed by
former UK prime minister Rishi Sunak,
i ded despite opposition from
several prominent  Tory fipures,
including  two former UK prime
ministers,

The Tobacco and Vapes Bill was
passed in Parliament by 383 votes to 67,

Ifenacted, the UK's smoking laws will
become some of the strictest in the
world.

The UK's approach appears tn he
inspited by a similar law in New
Zealand, which was later repealed after
a change in government. The plan aims
to create a “smoke-free generation” in
the UK.

The restrictions will apply to the sale
of cigarettes, not the act of smoking
itself.

Under the new law, the legal age for
purchasing cigareties - currently 18 -
will increase by one year each year,

This means that individuals bormn in
or after 2009 will never be able to legally
buy cigarettes, resulting in a gradual,
effective ban.

However, those who are currently of
legal age to purchase cigarettes will not
be affected.

To combat underage sales, the
government plans to introduce E100
(RM559) on-the-spot fines for shaps in
Erigland and Wales that sell tobacco ar
vapes to underage individuals.

Local authorities will retain the
proceeds to fund enforcement efforts,
This would be in addition to existing
£2,500 fines thar courts can already
Impose,

The government has pledged to
spend £30 million on enforcement,
including measures to curb the black-
market sale of cigarettes.

The new rules will apply to all dury-
free shops in the UK, but people will still
be allowed to bring cigarettes into the
UK if they were legally purchased
abroad. .
The UK government aims to
frmpl the new sy by 2027,
with Stumak intending to collaborate
with the governments of Wales,
Scotland, and Northemn Ireland to
introduce the legislation across the UK,

The Tobacco and Vapes Bill also

: THE SUN
110
: SPEAK UP

Moving forward with
smoke-free generation laws

seeks to address the rising issue of
vaping among young peaple who have
never smoked.

In  Malaysia, the
somewhat different,

Parliament has passed the Control of
Smoking Products for Public Health Act
2024 (Act B52), but the law has excluded
the Generational End Game (GEG)
policy, which was introduced by the
previous government.

This  decision is seen as
disappointing by many who believe it
signals a lack of commitment to
eliminating smoking and vaping
addictions, especially among  the
younger generation.

there is a possibility that the '
GEG may be reconsidered in the future,
there is no certainty.

The GEG was initially proposed in
the Control of Tobacco Product and
Smoking Bill 2022, which aimed to not
only regulate items such as electronic
cigarettes but also Introduce a
Generational End Game.

The goal was to reduce smoking by
preventing younger generations from
ever starting.

Initially, the GEG would have applied '

to those born in 2005 and later, banning
them [rom buying or possessing any
smoking products, including vapes,
even after they turned 18,

After consultations with
stakeholders, the policy was adjusted to
apply to those born in 2007 cnwards, to
allow more time for education and
enforcemnent,

It is well-known that smoking not
only degrades air' guality-but also
endangers  those  exposed (o
secondhand smoke,

According to the World Health
Organisation and other.health bodies,
there is no safe level of exposure
tobacco smoke, which is linked to heart
disease, cancer and many other serious
illnesses.

situation  is ¢

“Although
significant
progress has

* been'made

through
legislation,
more must be
done to
combat
smoking
addiction, -
particularly

-among the

W

»
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Similar to cigarettes, vaping also
poses health risks,

For these reasons, the government
must continue taking proactive steps to
protect its citizens from the dangers of
smoking and vaping.

When balancing the right to clean
air and a healthy environment against
the right of Individuals o smoke, the
former should prevail, -

Smaokers cannot claim human rights
as a defence against government efforts
to curb smoking.

There is no explicit right to smoke in
cither the Federal Constitution or the
Universal Declaration of Human
Rights.

As such, smokers cannor argue that
measures (o reduce smoking infringe
upon their basic human rights, nor can
VADE Lsers.

In Malaysia, smoking is prohibited
in designated public places and
workplaces, including buildings with
centralised air-conditioning, health
and education [acilities, government

Itis well-known that smaking not only degrades air quality but alse endangers those
expased (o secandhand smoke - BERNAMARIC “

offices and indoor stadiums.

Since Jan 1, 2020, Malaysia has also
enforced a smaking ban at eateries,

Although significant progress has
been made thraugh legislation, more
must be done to combat smoking
addiction, particularly among the
Younger generation.

This is why the GEG provisions are
Icrucia.l, they would strengthen existing
ws,

A standalone law  regulating
smoking produets s inadequate
without the GEG policy.

I the Bill " is deemed
unconstitutional, steps can be taken to
amend the Federal Constitution to
enable the GEG.

We should not use constitutional
issues as an excuse Lo delay the
Implementation of this key policy.

Muzaffar Syoh Mallew s on associate
professorin the Foculty of Syorich and
Law at Universiti Sains stan Malaysia

Cormments: letters@ aily.com




