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Naik duti eksais
minuman gula
perangi obesiti

PETALING JAYA — Kadlar duti
eksais bagi minuman bergula
dicadangkan untuk dinaikkan
secara berfasa bermula 1
Januan tahun depan,

Perdiana Menteri, Datuk
Sert Anwar lbrahim berkata,
kenalkan itu 40 sen seliter,

Katarya, Malaysia antara
paling obes dirantau Asia
Tenggara dengan salah
musuh utama penyakit tidak
Gerjangkit ialah gula.

“Tambiahan hasil yang
diraih dimanfaatkan untuk
menampung perbelanjaan
kesihatan swam antaranya
meliputi penambahan
bekalan ubat SGLT-2
inhibators bagi kegunaan
rawatan diabates.
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Tayang plStOl lepas ditegur merokok, 3 individu diberkas

TANGKAP layar video tular menunjukkan perselisik

faham sel
ditegur kerana merokok di sebuah medan selera diPudaong Ahad lalu.

SERDANG - Polis menahan tiga
individu disyaki terbabit dengan
insiden viden tular lelaki menga-
muk sambil mengacukan pistol
dalam kejadian di sebuah medan
selera, Puchong di sini.

Ketua Polis Daerah Serdang,
Asisten Komisioner AA Anbala-
gan berkata, pihaknya meneri-
ma laporan kejadian itu sekitar
Pukull0 malam kelmarin.

Menurutnya, kejadian pada
Ahad lalu itu berlaku selepas
mangsa menegur seorang lelaki
supaya tidak merokok di dalam
kawasan medan selera tersebut.

"Kemudian berlaku salah fa-
ham antara kedua mercka selie-
lum seorang lelaki- secara tiba-
tiba mengacu objek menyerupai
pistol ke perut mangsa.

“Selepas itu, lelaki tersebut
terus beredar dan pengadu mem-
buat laporan untuk keselamatan
diri dan keluarga" katanya.

Jelas beliau, pihaknya mena-
han dua lelaki tempatan dan se-
orang wanita pemegang kad pe-
mastatitin tetap.

Katanya, hasil semakan men-
dapati salah seorang daripada
suspek mempunyal satu rekod

lenayah narkotik.

“Pihak polis juga merampas
objek menyerupai sepucuk pistol
warna hitam, satu kelopak dan
dua butir peluru (bebola putihy,”
ujarnya.

Kata Anbalagan, satu kertas
slasatan telah dibuka di bawah
Seksyen 506 Kanun Keseksaan
dan Seksyen 36 Akta Senjata Api,
1960,

Terdahulu, tular video ber-
durasi 26 saat tular Se0rang se-
orang. lelaki menunjukkan objek
menyerupai pistol dalam satu
insiden pertengkaran,
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RM45.38 INJECTION
FOR HEALTHCARE

It is the second-
highest allocated
sum, which will be
used to improve
facilities nationwide

KUALA LUMPUR

HE Health Ministry re-

ceived an allocation of

EM45.3 billion to im-

prove healthcare facili-
tles nationwide.

The alloeation was the second
highest after the sum allotted to
the Education Ministry.

Prime Minister Datuk Seri An-
war Ibrahim said the money must
be used to improve quality of
healthcare and ensure comfort-
able, and people-friendly health
facilities at all hospitals.

He announced an allocation of
RM1.35 billion for the mainte-
nance of health infrastructure,
including the repair of dilapidat-
ed hospital toilets and outdated
patient wards.

The government will also con-
tinue to upgrade clinics across
the country, he said.

He pointed out that under the
Madani initiative, allocation for
this purpose had been increasing
every year — from RM100 million

last year to RMIS0 million this
year, and RM300 million next
year.

WAR ON SUGAR

The prime minister said
Malaysia had become known as
the most obese nation in this re-
gion and there was a need for the
people to cut their sugar intake.

To promote a healthy lifestyle
and support the “War on Sugar”
initiative, he said the govern-
ment planned to gradually in-
crease the excise duty on sugary
drinks by 40 sen per litre starting
Jan L.

Revenue collected from this
would be channelled Lo subsidise
publie healthcare, including for
the purchase of medication and
medical equipment to treat di-
abetes, as well as dialysis centres.

AFFORDABLE HEALTHCARE

A new partmership initiative
will be introduced involving a
collaboration with government-
linked investment companies (o
provide affordable paid health-
care services to patients.

The implementation will start
at five Health Ministry hospitals
with high demand and suitable
infrastructure, such as Cyberjaya
Hospital, with an initial alloca-
tion of RM25 million.

Anwar said the government was
also strengthening partnerships

with 91 private hospitals to source
patients [rom the Health Ministry
for servides such as cardiology,
radiology, and nephrology.

“This approach indirectly cre-
ates a competitive element to se-
cure the best prices for the gov-
erniment,

“The outsourcing will also con-
tinue with the National Heart In-
stitute for heart patients among
government retirees.”

In addition, the government
will implement an offtake policy
or specific procurement from
companies making new domestic
investments to produce critical
pharmaceutical products and
medical devices.

“This approach not anly sup-
ports the security of drug supply
from local sources, but also has
the potential to reduce costs in
the medium term.”

HEALTH CENTRES
OF EXCELLENCE

RM100 million will be allocated
to improve health Centres of
Excellence in the country, in-
cluding funding for the latest
equipment.

He said some of the best health
experts in the country serve in
government hospitals, including
in Centres of Excellence.

Some examples of these centres
are Serdang Hospital for heart
treatment, Selayang Hospital for

HIGHLIGHT:

@ HEALTH

RM1.35 billion

is sat aslde for maintaining health
Infrastructure, including repairing

apilot project funded jointly
with Unicef, with an allocation of

The Individua! income tax
rellef on education Insurance
and medical Insurance

The government will set up a Rare
Diseases Fund, where the allocation
to cover the medical costs for rare
diseases will be Increased to

RM25 million

RM300 million

is 10 upgrade underdevelo|
clinics nationwide ped

will undertake
minary work to establish &
Centre in Kuching and
a Heart Specialist Hospital in
Kota Kinabalu

The government

On-call aliowance 1o be increased

promiums i increased to rom RM55 . RMB5
RM‘. 000 for madical and dental officars,
] depending on department

i L o s S 2w
The National Cancer Institute in Putrajaya is among the health
centres of excellence that will be improved. NSTE FILE PIC

transplant and hepatobiliary
services, the National Cancer
Institute in Putrajaya, Putrajaya
Endeocrine Institute, Urclogy
and Nephrology Institute at Hos-
pital Kuala Lumpur, and the
Women and Children Hospital

—

in Kuala Lumpur.

In addition to the existing cen-
tres, the government is also ini-
tiating plans to establish a Cancer
Centre in Kuching and a Heart
Specialist Hospital in Kota Kin-
abalu.

APHM welcomes plan

{o outsource

KUALA LUMPUR: The Association
of Private Hospitals Malaysia
(APHM) has welcomed the pro-
posal to outsource patients from
public hospitals to receive certain
treatments at 91 private hospi-
tals.

Its president, Daruk Dr Kuljit
Singh said APHM believed the
amount was appropriate and suf-
ficient to allow private hospitals
o fully treat these patients, even
under challenging conditions.

“If at all possible, technology
should be used to facilitate re-
ferrals between public and pri-
vate institutions, saving patients
from longer waiting time.”

Kuljit alsp praised the govern-
ment’s proposal to reduce health
subsidies for the top 15 per cent
income group, describing it as a
“positive approach™.

He expressed APHM's willing-

patients

ness 1o assist with the public hos-
pital's private concept structure,
suggesting the Initiation of col-
laborative ventures and clinics
where financially capable pa-
tients can receive treatment
alongside private hospitals.

*This will enable the B40 and
some M40 to receive public
healthcare funding at a faster
rate, while those who can afford it
can receive treatment in a private
initiative with a joint venture
concept with private liospitals.

“It will also relieve the use of
public infrastructure and human
capital.”

He said this in response to
Prime Minister Datuk Seri Anwar
Ibrahim's announcement that
the povernment is going o en-
hance collaborations with 91 pri-
vate hospitals to outsource pa-
tients from public hospitals.

= TR )
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Patients waiting to get their medicine at Hospital Serdang last year. Nsie FILE PIC
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Something is still better than nothing

DOCTORS and dentists say “some-
thing is better than nothing”
regarding the government’s move
to increase on-all allowance hy
RM55 to RME5 for medical per-
sonnel.

A doctor, who wished to be
known as Pardeep, sald the
amount is not much compared to

awan 1005
ﬂ Mi. auvsm

ﬂleﬂealthmywﬂlmuudnce
a new work system at selected
hﬂsprtalu and %m:s

the long hours and sacrifices put  in

in by doctors on-call but every lit-
tle bit does count.

“We put in long hours when
on-call working through the night
and into the next day and had
been ﬁxpsc%lng a higher increase,

“I hope the government can
also look into other aspects of our
welfarg to compensate us better,”
he said

The on-call allowance currently
enjoyed by these medical officers
ranges from RMB0 to RM200
hen hing ‘Tadest. 2025
Dsrmk Serl Anwar Ihrahim said

Doctars and dentists working at
facilities which use the new sys-
tem will see their on-call allow~
ance increased by RMS5 to RMSE

Meanwhile, a primary sch
teacher, who wished to ]Je!cnnwn
as Kl:lalld thanked the govern-
ment for introducing the APEL.Q

amime as part of its lifelong
policy.

earning
“I have been planning to enrcl

{ora degree programme for
now and with the i

tlﬁs prngrame, Thope to Bnally
"nﬂswi]lalsu allow me fo get

=iy

pmmmedlaternn. he said.

ﬂlegwemmentwglgzarsﬂ%uf
the cost of the fees or a maximum
of RMi5000 for civil servants
who have becn worlking for more
than 15 years if they wish to pur-
sue higher educat e

Clerk Jamilah ui\_lln.'l-s-'grateful
for the special one-off RMS00 aid

t‘nr all auv-'m'lment servants

In Augusl. Anwar announced a
15% pay raise for officers in the
implementing, management and
ips, and a 7%

in top man-
agement and professional roles.

‘The increment will be imple-
mented in two phases, the first in
December 'I:h:s year and the

second in January 2026.

Another public sector employ-
ee, who wished to be lcnnwx;ll as
Thomas, said the announcement
that the Public Sector Home
Tinancing Board will introduce a

new: repayment scheme to allow

young civil servants to service
their housing loans for up to 40
years is good as houses are more
expensive now.

However, he said

servants should be | ered mudl

imposed by commercial hanks.

“This will nat only motivate us
but will allow more public sector
employees to own houses which
are gel:tmg costlier by the day,” he

,'r.'hnmasﬁnlaudedﬂmgwem—
menf’s decision to expand (he
Ex-Gratia Compensation Scheme
which provides social security
coverage for government serv-
ants to allem;p%

Cut waiting time at hospitals

‘Upgrade rundown facﬂrtles and provide better services’

HAVING received the second
highest allocation in Budget 2025,
stakeholders want the Health
Ministry to heed the Prime

Minister’s reminder to upgrade

rundown facilities and provide
better services to the people,
including reducing waiting tirae.

However, they conceded the
allocation at RM45.3bil (a RM4hil
increase from the previous
budget) is still inadequate ven
the complexity and size of
service rendered by the ministry.

Prof Dr Sharifa &arWan Puleh
a health economics and public
health specialist with Universiti
Kebangsaan Malaysia's Faculty of
Medicine, said while some health-
care facilities are very rundown,
funds should also be allocated for
manpower as doctors and special-
ists are needed to run these facili-
ties and attend to patients.

She said the RM1.35hil to
upgrade dilapidated healtheare
facilities and RM300mil for
upgrade and repairs of dilapidat-
ed clinics may not be enough as
most af these facilities ara already
ﬁm at the seams with patient

She added that waiting time at
healtheare facilities continues to
be an issue,

On top of that, doctors are leav-

Room for Eulﬁwamanh wkehalqars feel that the RM45.3hn

allocation for health is still inadequate.

ing the public service and some-
times there are shortages of treai-
ment drugs and centres,

Hartal Doktor Kontral spo
person’ Dr Muhammad Yassin
said while he agrees with the
Prime Minister’s call, it is more

prassing to address 1he manpaw-
&r shﬂrtage in hospital

“To tackle this issue as what
Hartal had mentioned many
times before, we need a Heal
Services Commission which has

ﬁleamumymhimhsovmmﬂ
based on the needs of the health-

~ care sector,” he ‘added.

Meanwhile, Senator Dr RA
alﬁ,geslmrm said the RNM1,35bil
cation to u}%zdﬁdihpida
hearthcare facilities, including
wards, is a great move as many
public hospitals are more than

100 years old.
“In my home state of Penang
a]une, four out of six public hospi-
tals namely Hospital Penang,

healtheare fa

5 -
be in the next Malaysia
said.

. Hospital Balik Pulau, Hospital
‘Bukit Mertajam and Hospital

Sungai Bakap are all over a centu-
y-0ld,” he said.
“Some of the facilities can be

considered museum-grade ho
tals and need to be Dlﬁﬁ

upgraded to render proper
e e

Former deputy health minister
DatlﬂtDr Lee Boon Chye ﬁ to
]Dﬂ vﬂhﬁqﬂ at
be spent on digital cﬁnnf:g

ent on e
such as quene system and virtual
consultation.

“There was 1o special mention
of electronic medical records
(EMR) will centralise

tient records. i it le‘ﬂ

" he

EMR refers to a digital database

that enables healthcare

1o keep track of relevant

medical information such as reg-

istration, elinical laboratory

resulls, pharmacy, nursing and
ltchen information,

War on sugar
lauded, but
absence

of tobacco
tax hike
.-dis-appointing

TAXES on tobacco and smoking

products should have heen part
o.f 2025, health advocates
say, as they welcomed the 40 sen
hike to the sugar-sweetened bev-
erage (S§8B) tax,

As part of the government’s
“war on sugar”, Printe Minister
Datuk S Anwar Thrahim
announced that excise duties on
sugar-sweetened beverages will
be raised k -wsen per litre start-

1,9

msm}m Eid the funds collected
from the excise duties will be
used for treatments and prnmre-
ment of medicine :
ﬂm'?t is Mmm B t no men-

‘was regarding tobacco
duties.

Wwerﬂ‘tﬂess. it s crucial that

the government continues its
efforts to combat tobacco con-
sumption,” said Federation of
Malaysian Consumers Association
(Fomca) chief executive officer .

Saravanan

However, he said the er
excise duties for SSB isa p
step towards tackling the alarm
ing rise of non-communicahble dis-
eases such as diabetes and obesi-

b3
“From a consumer

tive, this policy aligns fﬁ
health gpals, but it mm: be
accompanied by complamentary
efforts to educate and encourage
healthier consumption habits.”
he said. i

“However, the increased reve-
nue from this sugar tax must he
transparently reinvested into ini-
tiatives that directly benefit pub-
lic health.”

Saravanan said the funds col-
lected from the duties should be
used on awarensss and educa-

:a,mpaigmanﬂmmmri

eliﬂtnhealmier

“Fomea tobacco and simaking
contral coordinator Muharmmacd
Sha'ani Abdullah said the absence
of a tobacco tax is very disap-
pa%t;gs as the last increage was
i 3

“While the government is strug-
gling to raise funds, tobacco tax is
an easy and right way to raise
government revenue and pricier

i our-

a he said.

g;rsé‘lfl%aﬂaﬁtatwgn Puteh,
a health economics and public
health specialist with Universiti -
Kebangsaan Malaysia's Faculty of
Medicine, said the SSB tax hike
may not be sufficient, adding that
more nput is needed in future
increments

Association of Private Hospitals
Malaysia president Datuk Dr
Kuljit Singh said the increase of
excise duty on sugar will redt]:ce
consumption to some extent hut
continted education on the harm
L e
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Wékpamng anenhefader
government

He Was Tespon m. tuk
= Emm Ibram?%‘; anmg?;

when tabling 2025

mte:day that Pu’f:raiagget would

ith the state
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