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Akta 852

Seluruh kawasan tempat
kerja, termasuk di dalam dan
luar bangunan jadi kawasan
larangan merokok
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DILARANG MEROKOK
| ATAU ROKOK ELEKTRONIK

! NO SMOKING OR VAPING
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kawasan la

rangan me
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diwartakan di bawah Akta 852

Seluruh kawasan
bangunan tempat
kerja termasuk
sempadan pagar
premis tersenarai
tempat larangan

el Mohd Iskandar thrahim
bhnews@bh.commy

Putrajaya: Bangunan tempat ker-
ja, termasuk Lkawasan di dalam
lingkungan sempadan pagar atau
tanah lot premis turut diwarta-
kan sebagai kawasan larangan
merokok di bawah Akta Kawalan
Produk Merokok DemiKesihatan
Awam 2024 (Akta B52).

Larangan merokok itu terma-
suk penggunaan rokek elektro-

rik seperti disenaraikan dalam
Warta Kerajaan Persekutuan me-
ngenai Perintah Akta 852 yang
berlkual kuasa 1 Oktober lalu,

Berdasarkan perintah itu, pe-
nguatkuasaan larangan merokok
membabitkan keseluruhan ka-
wasan premis, (ermasuk ma-
na-mana kawasan di dalam ba-
neunan atau kawasan sekitar ba-
ngunan it

Bangunan tempat kerja, terma-
suk kerajaan dan swasta adalah
antara kategori tersenarai dalam
93 kawasan larangan merokok
yang diwartakan di bawah Akta
B52.

Turut disenaraikan adalah ba-
ngunan dobi dengan larangan itu
membabitkan manamana kawa-
san di dalam bangunan, terma-
suk kaki lima dan di dalam ling-
kungan jarak tiga meter dari-
pada banguman itu.

Menteri Kesihatan, Datuk Seri
D Dzulkefly Ahmad, berkata la-
rangan merokok membabitkan

bangunan dobi an-
tara  diperjuang-
kannya sejak 2019
ketlka}pertama lali
menjawat jawatan

berkenaan.
“Pastinya  saya
bersyukur, akhir-

nyva dobi menjadi
tempat awam (lara-
ngan merokok).

“rBangunan daobi
sering)  didatangi
pastinya ibu, isteri
bawa anak dan sebagainya, (ka-
dang-kadang) temypal itu menjadi
kawasan umtuk berehat,” kata-
nya pada sesi talslimat media ber-
kaitan Alkla 852 di sini, sema-
lam.

Selain banguman dobi dan tem-
pat kerja, kawasan larangan me-
rokok lain yang diwartakan ada-
lah pusat hiburan atau teater
lecuali kasino, hospital dan kli-
nik, Iif atau tandas awam, tem-
pat makan, kedal berhawa din-

Dr Dzulkefly Ahmad

gin serta mana-mana
kawasan yang diguna-
kan bagi aktiviti per-
himpunan,

Kawasan lain, komp-
leks beli-belah, stesen
minyak, kawasan per-
pustakaan, kafe inter-
net, kawasan rehat dan
rawat kecuali tempat le-
tak kenderaan terbuka,
ltawasan taman awam
dan kompleks sukan.

Sebelum ini, kawasan
larangan merokok hanya mem-
babitkan 23 lokasi, namun di ba-
wah Akta 852 in diperluaskan ke-
pada 28 kawasan.

Sementara itu, Timbalan Kelua
Pengarah Kesihatan (Kesihatan
Awamn), Datuk Dr Norhayati Rus-
11, berkata tindakan penguatkua-
saan yang bermula tahun depan
adalah bagi memberi masa se-
cukupnya kepada pemilik premis

Akta Kawalan Produk Merokok Demi Kesihatan Awam 2024 (Akta 852)

M Bermula1Oktober 2024 l’ -

» Bangunan dobi dan tempat kerja
kerajaan serta swasta jadi kawasan

larangan merokok

» Pamer tanda larangan merokok baharu
+ Produk rokok di kedai sarbaneka periu
diletakkan dalam rak pameran bertutup

+ Premis khas yang jual rokok elektronik
periu pastikan produk tidak boleh "

dilihat dari luar kedai

» Pamer tanda larangan jualan kepada

arang belum dewasa (OBD)

+ Sernua produk merokok yang ingin
diimport, dikilang atau diedar untuk
pasaran tempatan pariu berdaftar
Bahagian Kawalan Peryakit KKM

Bermulal Oktober 2025

+ Pernbunakusan semua produk rokok periy
fingkas dan papar tanda amaran kesihatan

T

BE Rangunan hentian

kecuali kasino.

penguotkuosuon selepos !
Januari 2025)

penganghkutan awam.

"B Kawasan lapangan tarbang

kecual kawasan atau billk
merokok yang diluluskan,

| R Kawasan premis kerajsan.

digurakan bagi aps-apa
aktiviti perhimpunan sama
ada di rmana-mana tempat
awam atau i dalam sesuaty
bangunan selain bangunan
kediarnan atau persendinian.

Kawasan institusi pendidikan

atau institusi pendidikan
tinagl

 BREl Kawasan taman asuhan

kanak-kanak,

‘Akta 852: Tempat Larangan Merokok

Bl Pusat hiburan atau teater, Kompleks beli-belah.
B Kswasan stesen minyak.
Bl Kawasan hospital atau kiinik. Bangunan stadium, pusat
EN Lif alau tandas awam.
B Ternpat rmakan,

Kedai berhawa dingin,
WA Rangunandobl {tindakan

kecergasan alau gimnasium,

W Kawasan kompleks sukan,
Bangunan atau tempat

awam yang digunakan untuk
tujuan keagamaan.

Pl Kawasan perpustaar,
WFEIN Kafe internet.
R Kawasan tempat latihan

khidmat negara.

BFE] Bangunan tempat kerja

[tindakan penguatkuasaan
selepas 1Januar 2025).

B Banguran Parlimen Malaysia. Kawasan rehat dan rawat
Mana-mana kawasan yang

kecuali tempat letak keteta
awam terbuka

Kawwasan [aman awarm

kecuali termpat letak kereta
awarm terbulka

Menara cerapan, tapak

perkhematan, titian kanopi
dan lima meter dan laluan
rmasuk atau keluar titian
kanopi dalam taman neqara
atau taman negern,

Di dalarn bas sekolah
B Kaunter perkhidrmatan awam. BB Di dalam kendaraan awam

L]

untuk menampal tanda amaran
larangan merokok.

Alita 852 dikuatkuasakan mu-
lai 1 Oktober lalu dengan me-
ngenakan syarat lebih ketat ter-
hadap peniaga rokok dan vape
termasuk laranpan mempanmer-
kan produk terbabit secara ter-
buka di premis perniagaan.

Akta itu juga menggariskan la-
rangan penjualan rokok dan vape
melalui dalam talian bagi meng-
elakkan ia dibell oleh Orang Be-
lum Dewasa (OBD) iaitu individa
berusia di bawah 18 tahun.

Selain itu, produk rokok dan
vape juga dilarang dijual melalui
mesin vending dan tidak boleh
dijual di kawasan institusi pen-
didikan atau institusi pengajian
tinggl (IPT).

Produk rokok dan vape juga
dilarang dijual di pasar jualan
atau mana-mana pasar jualan
hersifat sementara sepertl Up-
town, Downtown, pasar malam
dan sebagainya.

KKM keluar
2,548 notis
amaran

Putrajaya: Sebanyak 2,548 no-
tis amaran dikeluarkan ke-
pada pemilik premis serta in-
dividu selepas didapati me-
langgar Akta Kawalan Produlk
Merokok Demi Kesihalan
Mwam 2024 (Alkta 852) yang ber-
kuat kuasa Selasa lalu,

Timbalan Ketua Pengarah
Kesihatan (Kesihatan Awam),
Datuk Dr Norhayati Rusli, ber-
kata notis itu dikeluarkan me-
nerusi penguatlkuasaan pendi-
dikan yang dilaksanakan pi-
haknva susulan pelaksanaan
Alkta B53.

Katanya, sejak akta itu ber-
luat kuasa, pihaknya turut
mengeluarkan tiga kompaun
atas kesalahan merokok.

“Dengan berlkuat kuasa Akta
852, Hementerian Kesihatan
{KKM) mengadakan pemerik-
saan di 2,930 premis seluruh
Nnegard.

“Sepanjang pemeriisaan
itu, kita mengeluarkan seju-
mlah notis dan notis ini hanya
sabagai tindakan penguatkua-
saan pendidikan supaya orang
ramai tahu mengenai Akla
#52,” katanya di sini, sema-
lam.

Dalam pada itu, Dr Norha-
vatl menjelaskan, berlaku sa-
lah faham apabila ada pihak
mendakwa penguat  Kuasa
KKM mengeluarkan  notis
kompaun kepada pemilik pre-
mis.
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DR. DZULKEFLY (tiga clari k

} pada sesi taldi

berhubung Akta 852 di Putrajaya semalam.

Mampu lindungi ibu, wanita serta anak-anak kecil

Dobi, bangunan kerja
lokasi larangan rokok

Oleh RIDZAUDDIN ROSLAN

PUTRAJAYA - Premis dobi dan
bangunan tempat kerja adalah
dua kawasan baharu yang di-
gazetkan sebagal kawasan tem-
pat larangan merokok yang akan
*mula dikuatkuasakan selepas 1
Januari depan.
Ta antara 28 kawasan yang di-
senaraikan dalam tempat lara-

- ngan merokok berbanding 23

lokasi selepas Akta Kawalan
Procuk Merokek Demi Kesihatan
Awam 2024 [Akta 852] dikuat-
kuasakan bermula 1 Oktober lalu,
Penguatkuasaan kawasan ba-
haru itu dibuat secara berfasa
dan memberi tempoh tiga bulan
kepada premis berkenaan sebe-
lum penguatkuasaan dilaksana-
kan, manakala tempat larangan
merokok vang telah digazet sebe-
fum ini dikuat kuasa berterusan.
Menurut Menteri Kesihatan,
Datuk Seri Dr. Dzulkefly Ahmad,
beliau  bersyukur pewartaan

premis dobi sebagai kawasan la-
rangan merokok di bawah Akta
852 selepas perkara ftu sudah
lama diperjuangkannya ketika
beliau menjawat Menteri Kesiha-
tan pada 2018,

"Pastinya saya bersyukur
akhirnya dobi jadi tempat ka-
wasan larangan merckok. Ini
kerana kawasan itu didatangi
ibu-ibu, isteri yang membawa
anak-anak kecll memandangkan
ia tempat awam,” katanya pada
sidang akhbar selepas sesi takli-
mat media Akta 852 semalam.

Susulan itu, mana-mana indi-
vidu yang didapati bhersalah me-
rokok atau menggunakan produk
merokok di kawasan larangan itu
akan dikenakan denda maksi-
mum sebanyak BMS,000.

Bermula Selasa lalu, Akta 852
yang diwartakan pada 2 Februarl
lalu berkuat kuasa serta-merta
dan berfasa, kuasa serentak de-
ngan peraturan-peraturan serta
perintah di bawahnya.

Akta B52 bertujuan untuk
mengurangkan kemudaratan
akibat merokok dan penggu-
naan lain-lain produk tembakan
termasuk tokok elektronik atau
vape terutamanya dalam kalan-
gan golongan muda.

Timbalan Ketua Pengarah
Kesihatan (Kesihatan Awam),
Eementerian Kesihatan Malaysia
(KKM), Datuk Dr. Norhayati Rusli
berkata, sejak penguatkuasaan
Akta 852, sejumlah 2,930 premis
dilawati melibatkan 108 operasi
dilaksanakan dengan kekuatan
1,614 anggota penguat kuasa.

Sepanjang operasiioy katanya,
sejumiah 2,548 advokasi pendidi-
kan diedarkan termasuk mengel-
uarkan tiga kompaun melibatkan
kesalahan merckok di kawasan
larangan merokok.

“Pelaksanaan Akta 852 melibat-
kan dua peringkat penguatkua-
saan faitu secara serta-merta dan
berfasa faitu antara enam bulan,
setahun dan dua tahun, felasnya,
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Premis dobi, tempat kerja
kawasan larangan rokok

Tempat terbaharu yang
.digazetkan KKM bermula

selepas 1Januari 2025
l Oleh TUAN BUQHAIRAH TUAN

MUHAMAD ADNAN
PUTRAJAYA

remis dobi kinf menjadi kawasan

terbaharu larangan merokok salepas

Ia digazetkan dalam senarai Tempat

Dilarang Merokok di bawah Akta
Kawalan Produk Merokok Demi Kesihatan
Awam 2024 (Akta 852).

Menteri Kesihatan, Datuk Seri Dr
Dzulkefly Ahmad berkata, ia menjadikan
sebanyak 28 tempat larangan merokok se-
cara keseluruhannya yang turut memasuk-
kan bangunan tempat kerja sebagai kawa-
san terbaharu.

“Tindakan penguatkuasaan secara ber-
terusan terhadap kedua-dua tempat ini ber-
mula selepas 1 Januari 2025," katanya ke~
tika sidang akhbar selepas sesi taklimat
Akta 852 di sini pada Jumaat.

Menurut bsliau, penguatkuasaan di-
jalanken secara berfasa faitu dengan tem-
poh masa diberikan selama tiga bulan ke-
pada pemillk premis berkenaan.

Sebelum ini, hanya bangunan tempat
kerja yang mempunyai pendingin hawa dj-
gazetkan dalam senaral tempat larangan
merokaok, namun dengan pertambahan se-
naral ini, mana-mana prenis tempat kerja
sama ada terbuka atau mempunyai pe-
nyaman udara turut terikat dengan Akta
852,

Selain dua premis berkenaan, antara

i

Dr Dzulkefly (tongah) bersama Dr Norha
mﬁmkww ;

yang telah disenaraikan sebagal tempat
larangan adalah bangunan hentian peng-
angkutan awam, kawasan lapangan terbang
kecuall kawasan atau billk marokok yang
telah diluluskan, stadium, pusat kecergas-
an atau gimnasium, kawasan rehat dan
rawat (R&R).

Mana-mana individu yang gagal me-
matuhinya berdepan dengan kompaun se-
hingga AMS,000.

Terdahulu, Timbalan Ketua Pengarah
Kesihatan (Kesihatan Awam), Datuk Dr
Norhayat! Rusli berkata, sejak bermula pe-
nguatkuasaan Akta 852 Selasa lalu, sejumm-
lah 2,930 premis dilawati KKM.

la melibatkan 108 operasi dilaksanakan
dengan kekuatan 1,614 anggota penguat
kuasa seluruh negara.

{dua dari kiri) dan Timbalan Pengarah (Penyakit
a dari kanan) menunjukkan logo larangan merokok
menterian Kesihatan Malaysia, Pulﬂ]lya padl:ﬁm.

Sepanjang operasi itu, sebanyak 2,548
nolis advekas| pendidikan digdarkan ter-
masuk mengeluarkan tiga kompaun masing-
masing berjumiah RM250 melibatkan ke-
salahan merokek di kawasan [arangan.

Dalam pada itu, Dr Norhayati me-
maklumkan premis diberi masa sehingga
enam bulan darl tarlkh penguatkuasaan
Akta 852 untuk mempamerkan tanda amar-
an merokak yang baharu.

Tanda amaran merokok itu memaparkan
Imej rokok dan rokok elektronik selain kod
QR yang membawa pelayar ke portal Jom
Quiit milil kementerian ftu,

la turut mempunyai beberapa saiz untuk
diletakkan di tempat bersesualan seperti
dalam bangunan, kenderaan awam, teksl
dan e-hailing serta mana-mana laluan,

KKM sasar kadar merokok turun 15 peratus

PUTRAJAYA - Kementerian berharap kita dapat mencapainya

Kesihatan Malaysia (KKM) menyasar-
kan amalan merokok konvensional
dalam kalangan dewasa menurun
kepada 15 peratus menjelang
Disember 2025,

Menterinya, Datuk Seri Dr
Dzulkefly Ahmad berkata, ia susulan
penguatkuasaan Akta Kawalan
Produk Merokok Demi Kesihatan

Awam 2024 [Akta 852].
Beliau berkata, Tinjauan
Kebangsaan Kesihatan dan Morbiditi

2023 (NHMS 2023) mendapali kadar
merckok dalam kalangan berusia 15
tahun ke atas adalah 19 peratus.

“Walaupun kadar penggunaan
tembakau telah barkurang daripada
21.3 kepada 19 paratus (NHMS 2019)
terdapat peralihan daripada merokok
konvensional kepada pengguna ro-
kok elektronik (vape).

“Sekarang kita ada baki empat
peratus untuk capai sasaran itu, saya

menjelang Disember 2025," jelasnya.

Bermula Selasa lalu, Akta 852
yang diwartakan pada 2 Februari lalu
berkuatkuasa serta-merta dan ber-
fasa, berkual kuasa serentak dengan
peraturan-peraturan serta perintah di
bawahnya.

Akta 852 bertujuan untuk me-
ngurangkan kemudaratan akibat ma-
rokok dan penggunaan lain-lain pro-
duk tembakau termasuk rokok
elektronik atau vape terutama dalam
kalangan golongan muda.

Penguatkuasaan itu antara lain
membabitkan tempat larangan pen-
jualan praduk merokok seperti insti-
tusi pendidikan, pasar jualan dalam
talian dan mesin layan diri,

Bagi penguatkuasaan pendidikan
yang dijalankan secara berfasa pula
akan dilaksanakan dahulu bagi term-
poh enam sehingga dua tahun dari-
pada tarikh kuat kuasa,
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Beli buku samhllr saringvalfeslhatan

Pengunjung boleh buat
saringan kesihatan secara
percuma pada Jualan
~ Gudang Karangkraf 2024
Oleh NOR SYAZRINA

MUHAMAD TAHIR
SHAH ALAM

ualan Gudang Karangkraf 2024

pada Jumasat dimeriahkan dengan

program saringan kesihatan parcu-

ma khas untuk pengunjing
sambil mmbaﬂ-balahm

Pengerusl Panel Pmsﬁm Klinik

Kesih&tan saksyan 7, di sini Mohd Fathir

program Itu diadakan

am k?r]a;l:;nra y:,';% baikkbetsarrﬁ

Kumpulan untuk menjad

penghubung RI?:BQ( kesihatan bersama

"Kl:atahu ada masyarakat yang takut
pergi ke kiinik kesihatan berdekatan, jadi
kita keluar dan bawakan kepada meteka
untuk memeriksa masalah kesihatan yang
dialami.

“Sebab itu kita masuk ke Karangkraf.
supaya peng ung dapat menikmatl ps-

merlksaan atan secara percuma,

cepat dan selesa,” katanya ketlka ditermu
di Kompleks Kumpulan Karangkraf di sinl
pada Jurnaat.

Tambahnya, program itu juga mampu
mengubah sentimen buruk orang awam
terhadap Klinlk kerajaan sekall gus dapat
memeriksa kesihatan mereka bagi
mengelak darlpada penyakit kronik.

Bagl kakitangan awam, Farah Wahida

Ahmad Faridun, 43, pragram saringan
kesihatan secara percuma itu merupakan
Inistatif terbaik untuk menjaga kesihatan
para pengunjung yang hadiir.

“Ini merupakan satu cara yang baik
untuk memberi kesedaran tentang ke-
pentingan menjaga kesihatan. Para pe-
ngunjung juga dapat mengetahul tahap
kandungan gula, tekanan darah dan in-
deks jisim tuluh (BMI),

‘nglrlu ng bukan sahaja dapat
membeli buku-buku menarilc di Karangraf
tetapi juga dapat memeriksa kesihatan
secara percuma, Jadl saya harap [nistatif
sapaﬂi ini dltamakan lagl pada masa

I Ujarnya
anumt NurFafah Imani Hairol Azha,

22, pemeriksaan mhwmmmak ;

berhentidi program ity
mereka yang bermasalah akan diberi
nasihat untuk pergl ke klinlk keslhatan

berdekatan bagi mendapatkan keputusan

kasihatan yang lebih tepat.

Jalasnya, petugas kesihatan juga
memberikan khidmat dan layanan yang
balk serta cuba memenuhi sstiap
kehendak pengunjung yang mempunyai
masalah,

“Kalau kita malas nak beratur di Klinik
kesihatan, dekat sini kita boleh terus
dapatkan khidmat kesihatan dengan

cepat,
“Saya dibetitahu bahawaini bukan kali

._“

66

* Bonyak pilihan af-uran df
Karongkraf, saya boleh pmh
menumw c:tnmsa J'.ung
Mmm
senang
mana sahajo,”

- Suri ruma, Ros Halzan Ismail, 45.

pernah Leli novel
g’mﬂ-ﬂumnmﬁm
.@Wﬁ?"’”"
(i
ilulohsaya tidat lepe un g unluk
tatong ke Juclon dranghraf 2024

= Suri rumah, Hariam Azman, 31

ﬂnmﬂtm
ubaw:rekewn Mﬂﬂn
it

~Pelajar, Huhammad Nur
Iman Arif Murul Fhiaizal, 20,

pertama program saringan kesihatan di-
adakan, walaupun begitu masih ramai
yang hadir untuk memeriksa kesihatan
secara percuma,” katanya.

Jualan Gudang Karangkraf 2024
berlangsung di Kompieks Kumpulan
Karangkraf pada 27 Seplember hingga 6
Dmar ini, bermula jam 9 pagi hingga 7
m

e S |

5 OKTOBER 2024
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Despite laws
prahibiting smoking
in public places,
lack of enforcement
still a major concern

IYLIA MARSYA ISKANDAR
PUTRAJAYA
News@nst.com.my

F'I‘ER'alungﬁght;Iann-

dromats, a popular spot

‘for mathers and chil-

dren, will finally be in-
cluded in Malaysia's non-smok-
ing zones.

However, an anti-tobacco advo-
cate group said despite many laws
prohibiting people from lighting
up in public places, weak enforce-
ment remains an obstacle.

Consumers’ Association of
Penang (CAP) education officer
NV. Subbarow said despite mnu-
merous no-smoking signs many
people continue to disregard
them, similar to how they ignore
traffic road signs.

He cited Little India in George
Town, Penang, as an example
where the no-smoking signage is
often ignored.

“This is an issue that has been
going on for years. Although peo-
ple know that it is a non-smoking
zone, they continue to doso.

“The main problem lies in the
lack of consistent enforcement.”
hetold the New Straits Times.

He said strict enforcement was
needed to ensure the regulations
under the Control of Smoking
Products for Public Health Act
2024 (Act 852) are upheld.

Subbarow suggested that a
more rigorous enforcement ap-

sure the non-: smoking zones in
‘hospitals extends at least amile.”

He also called for shopkeepers
to comply with the laws, inchud-
ing a requirement to not'display
smoking products on coumnters,
which is set to be enforced on
April L,

He said this move would help
prevent children from smoking.

Subbarow said this should be
done guickly and shopkeepers
should not be granted any exten-
sion an the six-month grace pe-
riod.

“if the Health Ministry ap-
proves more grace periods, it
means more deaths from smok-
ing-related diseases.

“Enough is enough. No more
grace periods for shopkeepers,”

Health Minister Datuk Seri Dr
Dzulkefly Ahmad said the smok-
ing ban at laundromats and
workplace buildings, inciuding
both government and private
premises, will take effect on Jan
1, following the enforcement of
the Control of Smoking Products
for Fublic Health Act 2024, which

“T am grateful that laundro-
mats, a public space frequented
by people, apectally maothers
and wives who bring their chil-

dren, have been designated as
non-smoking areas.

“Starting from Jan 1, laundro-
mats, as well as government and
private workplace buildings, will
be enforced as non-smoking
zones,” he said

Since his first appointment as
health minister in 2018, Dr
Daulkefly has been actively cam=
paigning to include laundromats
in the non-smokinglist.

The Control of Smoking Prod-
ucts for Public Health Act 2024
outlines 28 areas designated as
non-smoking zones.

Here are the areas where en-
forcement will begin immediate-
Iy: entertainment names or the-

FHeal mlster Bamk Seri Dr Dw!kgﬂy Ahmud i
holding a media briefing on Act 852 at the Health Ministry, in Putrajaya, yesterday. BERNAMA FIC

atres, except casinos; hospital or
clinic areas; lifts or public toilets;
eateries; air-conditioned shops;
public transport station build-
ings; alrport areas, except for des-
ignated or approved smoking
rooms; and government premis-
es, including the Parliament
building.

QOther areas include any space
used for gathetlngs, whether in
public places or inside buildings,
except residential or private
buildings; educational institu-
tions or higher edueation insti-
tutions; childeare centres; public
service counters; shopping com-
plexes; petrol stations; stadium
buildings, fitness centres, or

itre) displaying the new no-smnkmg logo after

Byms; sports complexes; public
buildings or places used for re-
ligious purposes; libraries; Inter-
net cafés; and pational service
training areas,

Rest and relaxation service ar-
eas, except for open public park-
ing spaces; public parks, except
for open public parking spaces;
observation towers, camping
sites, canopy walkways, and
within five metres of the entrance
or exit of canopy walkways in na-
tional or state parks; inside
school buses; and inside public
vehicles are also included.

Only laundromats and work-
place bufldings will have enforce-
ment starting on Jan 1.

Ministry aims to red_uce smoking rate to 1bpc by end of 2025

PUTRAJAYA: The Health Ministry
is committed to reducing smok-

ing prevalence in Malaysia to 15
per cent by the end of next year,
in line with the enforcement of
the Control of Smoking Praducts
for Public Health Act 2024,

Health Minister Datuk Seri Dr
Dzulkefty Ahmad said the min-
istry's targetwas based on a base-
ling setin 2011,

According to the Global Adult
Tobacco Survey (GATS) Malaysia
2023, 4.8 million, or 19 per cent,
of Malaysians aged 15 years and
olderare smokers.

“The baseline for 2025 was to

reduce the prevalence to 15 per
cent or lower. At that time, smok-
Ingwas a significant concern,

*Currently, the smoking rate is
19 per cent, falling short by 4 per
cent, We acknowledge and take
cognisance of the fact that we
failed to achieve the target of 15
per cent that was set in 2011.

“If we can reduce the rate by
four per cent in 2025, we will
meet that targer,” he told re-
porters after a media briefing on
the enforcement of the Act..

He added that the Flealth Min-
istry’s team and its enforcement
officers will play a crucial role in

realising this goal.

While smoking prevalence has
declined in recent yaars, Dzulke-
fly said there is a marked shift
from traditional cigarattes to va-
ping. Vaping prevalence has in-
creased from 4.9 per cent in 2019
to 5.8 per cent last year.

Regarding vaping, Dr Dzulkefly
said no target had been set, as
they curtently only have a base-
line figure of 5.8 per cent of the
population. He said the ministry
will announce its target for va-
ping in due course.

On other targers or key perfor-
mance indicators (KPIs) related

to the Control of Smoking Prod-
ucts for Public Health Act 2024,
Dzulkefly said the minlstty
would first assess the impact of
enforcementactivities before set-
ting any niew goals, which will be
announced sopn.

The Control of Smoking Prod-
ucts for Public Health Act 2024
took effect on Oct 1.

One of the immediate provi-
sions is a ban on the sale of smok-
ing products in the form of toys
that appeal to children and
teenagers,

“Educational enforcement” will
be implemented gradually over

six to 12 months, This includes
the registration of smoking prod-
uets from April 1 next year, pack-
agingand labelling regulations by
product, and sales control at
counters by Oct 1 next vear,

Since Oct 1, the Health Ministry
has issued 2,548 notices to 2,930
premises as patt of educational
enforcement efforts,

The notices serve as reminders
to the premises that they have six
months to comply with the new
regulations.

The ministry also issued three
fines to individuals caught smok-
ingin prohibited areas.
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rise

Nation struggling to hit target
of reducing smoking to 15%

By TEH ATHIRA YUSOF )
tehathirayusof@thestar.com.my

PUTRAJAYA: There has been a
drop in the prevalence of conver-
tional smoking among adulis in
the country but ecigaretie usage
has seen a rise, says the Health
Ministry. -

Minister Datuk Serl Dr
Dzulkefly Ahmad said progress
has heen made in reducing con-
ventional  smoking, which
dropped from 21.3% to 19%.

Tlowever, the transition from
stuoking to vaping saw an
increase from 3.2% in 2016 to
49% M 2019.

“Now it s at 5.8%," he said here
yesterday.

wn 2011, we had a baseline far-
getof reducing the national sImok-
mtglprﬂva.lence to 15%, but we ars
still struggling to achieve itas we
approach 2025.

“Wow, we have four percentage
points left o achieve the targe
haseline, I hope we catt hit 15%
December 20257 he told report-
ers during a media briefing athis
minisiry on the enforcement of
the Control of Smoking Products

Tough measures needed to lower tobacco us

PETALING JAYA: It will be a
major challénge for the authori-
{ies to reduce tobaceo use among
adults in the country by
Decermber 2025 as the number of
smokers is still high, say health

experts.

They said the generational
endgame (GEG) element of
the anti-smoking laws should
be Drought back 1o ensure
Malaysia reaches ifs target to
reduce tohacce smoking among
adulis.

Currenty, the perceniage of
prevalence of tobacco smokers
stands at 19%, according o the
National Health Morbidity
Survey 2023,

If the deadline is set for next
year, public health expert Datuk
Dr Zainal Ariffin Ornar proposed
that th:ngo\rernmem re-intro-
duce implement  strict
anti-smoking provisions such as
GEG. .

“In 2011, we had a '

ba_selipe target of

re the
nm smoking
prevalence to
15%, but we are
still struggling to
achieve it as we
approach 2025
Datuk Serf Dr Dzulkefly Ahmad
P s e

for Public Health Act 2024 (Act
acsz}i which came into force on

et l.

Dzulkefly is confident that the
15% target can be achieved by
next year following the enforce-
ment of the Act on Tuesd: 3

The Act covers regula on.
the registration, sale, packaging,
Jahelling and prohibition of stiok-

Dr Zainal, who was part of the
task force in 2011 that set the
target of 15%, said this would
ensure that the number of smok-
ers will go down.

sperhaps it would take more
than a year to hit the target, even
though there is only 4% t0 80,

“We need more effective laws
to curb conventional smoking.

“pdditionally, the support sys-
tem and services must be effec-
tive in assisting people as it
requires time and effort fo end
an addictive habit,” he said when
contacted § day.

I 2023, the GEG element,
which sought to han those horn
i 2007 and onwards from smok-
ing or purchasing smoldng prad-
ucts, was removed from the
revised Control of Smoking
Products for Public Health 2023
Bill. ﬂ}::compﬁng criticism from
health experts.

Following the enforcement of

UNIT KOMUNIKASI KORPORAT
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ing in public places.

Previously, the 2023 Global
Adult Tobacco Survey (GATS)
Malaysia reported thatitis unlike-
ly for the country to reach its 15%
target as it took 12 years (o reduce
the rate of tohacco smokers by
four percentage points from 2011
to 2023. ¥

Dezulkefly said enforcement of
Apt 852 could help reduce the
tobacco smoking habil among
adulfs,

According to the 2023 National
Health Morbidity Survey (NHMS
9023), the current national preve-

lence of tobacco smokKing among

those aged 15 and above stood at
19%, he added. ;

On vaping, Dzulkefly said his
ministry will determine ifs previ-
Jence in the future to better tackle
the habit.

“Right now, the national prava-
lence of vaping is at 5.8%, s0
we will only be able to determine

the Control of Smoking Praducts
for Puhlic Health Act 2024 (Act
852) on Oct 1, Health Minister
‘Datul: Seri Dr Dzulkefly Ahmad
said it would help reduce the
national prevalence of tohaceo
smokers to 150 amang adults.
‘Public health medicine special-
st Prof Dr Sharifa Ezal Wan
puteh said the new law would
deter sales of tobacco products 10

minors. ] :

She alse said the foeus should
be on current smokers as it is
harder for them to quit fhe habit.

“Not only do we need them ta
stop smoking, but we also need
to deter them from shifting to
another addictive substance such
‘as drugs or psychoactive ingredi-
ents.

“With the new law, tobacco
products can be stopped from
?‘g‘rllg sold openly, especially to

OLS.
e need to be cautious as

All out to curb smokﬁlg: Dzulkefly (second from right) showing the n

our targets once we have the
figures fallied,” he said to a ques-
don on the milestone that the
ministry is targeting based on
enforcemnent of Act 852,

Dzullefly said two new places
are listed as non-smoking areas —
launderettes and workplace
buildings — effective Jan 1 next

year.

He added there are 2B
non-smoking areas under Act 852
compared with 23 under
the Control of Tobaceo Product
(Amendment) Regulations 2018
under the Food Act 1983,

During his first tenure as health
minister in 2018, Dzulkefly had

campaigried for a smoking ban in
_ public spaces, which included

laulx%dergn_es. i

~ The non-smoking regulations
were then enforced bfzmhder-
ettes were left out of the list in
2019. i

“Of course, 1 feel thankful that

some countries which
implemented a similar law saw
the emergence of the illicit trade
of cheaper alternafives,” she
added.

National Cancer Society of
Malaysia  (NCSM) managing
director Dr  Murallitharan
Munisay said the target is unre=
alistic considering there ar@
tobacco users who are “dual
smokers”, using both convert:
tional cigarettes and vaping
praducts.

“There is a lot of catching up £
do. But having the law now in
force, we could set the timeline to
2026 instead.

“The issue now is that smokers
would look to vaping when the
euit smoking,

“However, they become dud’

1
users of hoth cigarettes and

the
Social ane

=

vape,” he said.
Prof Dr Victor Hoe from
Department of
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Rat poo closes Tawau fo | factories

Three tonnes of foadstuff also
confiscated prior to_ciqsure__sf_

By DURIE RAINER FONG
newsdesk@thestar.com.my

KOTA KINABALU: er food
processing factories in Tawau
have been ordered o shut down

for two weeks after rat drappings . Warning sign:
were found there. ! - Health officers
Three tonnes of processed food- © puttingupa
stuff were from the notice of
factories during inspections closure at one
under the Fnhc;i ﬁﬁﬂw assum;;_e Seje L with food of the factories
ngl‘m llﬁﬂ]ﬂl L awau.
sonnel on Thursday, . “We momm'.tbaﬁmﬁ | : e
Tawau health officer Dr mmedmtﬂmydnmtvlﬂhm i _ ;
Shameer Khan Sulaiman said the  the ord &mﬁmmthattheymfnﬂnw operation, with 15 compounds  Food Act.
factories were found to be in an "‘Iheyma.pplylﬂﬂle'l‘awnu the necessary health prove- imnad ‘I appeal to all suppliers and
unhygienic state, breaching Health Office t0 be allowed to dures,” said Dr Shameer, was aimed at factories to follow the regulations
Section 32B of the Faod Act 1983, resume operations, but they  He said a fotal of 16 enm'lng fuad clean]]neas mﬂ for the safety of all,” said Dr
“We made the decision for the Shameer.

mnuubmnmmnmm ~were checked over the three-day safety mdo:rmpﬁunne



