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Bilik penjana HTJ terbakar lori bawa
bahan binaan langgar kabel elektrik

KEADAAN lori yang terlanggar tia
kebakaran bilik penjana.

Seremban: Sebuah  ori
membawa bahan binaan
ang tersangkut pada tianE
abel menjadi punca bili
Ecnjana yang membekal-
an elektrik ke Hospital
Tuanku Ja'afar (HT]) di sini,

terbakar mendadak.
Komander Operasi Ka-
nan Jabatan Bomba dan Pe-
nyelamat Malaysia (JBPM)
Negeri Sembilan, PgKB 1I
Khir Amir Ahmad berkata,
pihaknya menerima pang-
gilan berhubung kejadian

itu jam 12.40 tengah hari
kelmarin.

“Sebaik tiba di lokasi ke-
jadian didapati berlaku ke-
bakaran membabitkan bilik
penjana elektrik yang mus-
nah kira-kira 40 peratus.

“Bagaimanapun, kejadi-
an itu tidak membabitkan
mangsa dan anggaran ke-
rugian masih dalam sia-
satan,” katanya, semalam.

Beliau berkata, punca ke-
bakaran berikutan sebuah
lori dipercayai membawa

bahan binaan melalui ka-
wasan itu tersangkut pada
kabel elektrik menyebab-
kan tiang kabel terbabit pa-
tah

Khir Ahmad berkata,
operasi pemadaman mem-
babitkan 13 anggota itu ta-
mat jam 1.30 tengah hari.

Sementara itu Pengarah
Kesihatan Negeri, Datuk Dr
Harlina Abdul Rashid ber-
kata, kebakaran menyebab-
kan berlaku gangguan be-
kalan elektrik di bangunan

utama hospital.

Beliau berkata, pihaknya
mengaktif pelan kecema-
san bagi memastikan be-
kalan elektrik tidak men-
jejaskan rutin perkhidma-
an.

“Pihak HTJ juga mengak-
tifkan Pelan Kesinambu-
ngan Perkhidmatan (Busi-
ness Continuity Plan) bagi
memastikan sebarang pe-
nyampaian perkhidmatan
di hospital tidak terjejas,”
katanya.
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Hospital Tuanku Ja’afar Seremban
alami kesesakan katll rawatan

Seremban: Kesesakan ka-
til luar biasa di wad Hos-
pital Tuanku Ja'afar Se-
remban (HTJS) mencetus
kebimbangan orang ramai
vang mahu mendapatkan
rawatan di hospital ber-
kenaan.

Tinjauan wartawan di
ruangan Pendaftaran Ke-
cemasan mendapati rariai
dikalangan pesakit tidak
dapat diletakkan di wad se-
patutnya akibat bilik wad
penuh.

Menurut pesakit, Abdul
Wahab Harun, 51, dia se-
patutnya dimasukkan ke
wad selepas mengalami lu-
ka teruk di kaki akibat ter-
luka dan mengidap ken-
cmg manis.

“Kaki saya di bahagian
tumit luka akibat kecede-
raan kemalangan dan lebih
parah lagi luka itu semakin
dalam akibat penyakit ken-
cing manis dihidapi sejak
lima tahun lalu.

“Saya datang sendiri de-
ngan menaiki motosikal
untuk menerima rawatan

PESAKIT menunggu untuk mendapatkan rawatan.

sebelum  dimaklumkan
perlu ditahan di wad. Na-
mun sudah lebih lima jam
saya tersadai di sini be-
rikutan wad sudah penuh,”
katanya yang datang dari
Rembau.

Seorang lagi pesakit, Ru-
minah Abu Hassan, 49,
meluahkan rasa pelik apa-
bila dimaklumkan wad su-
dah penuh oleh pegawai
perubatan hospital berke-
naan. :

“Doktor memberitahu
saya perlu ditahan di wad
akibat penyakit dalam pe-
rut. Namun saya perlu me-

nunggu dahulu berikutan
katil wad sudah penuh,
katanya.

Pesara tentera, Mohd
Radzi Ahmad, 53, turut ter-
kejut selepas dimaklum-
kan pegawai perubatan
yang bertugas bahawa wad
pesakit sudah penuh.

“Pihak hospital meminta
pesakit menunggu bagi
mendapatkan  katil ko-
song.

“Senarai menunggu su-
dah ramai dan dalam masa
sama pesakit yang men-
daftar semakin bertambah
setiap jam,” katanya.
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Beware flu bug during the holidays

Young children at greater risk of mycoplasma pneumonia, say experts

By LO TERN CHERN
andylo@thestar.com.my

GEORGE TOWN: Health experts
warn that only prompt treatment
can stop damage to the respirato-
ry tract in severe cases caused by
mycoplasma pneumonia, with
reports of the illness on the
rise, especially among young chil-
dren, due to the year-end holi-
days.
Universiti Sains Malaysia fami-
ly medicine specialist Dr Mastura

Mohd Sopian said 40% of those

who catch this bacterial “flu” tend
to be young children and that
most are mild cases that can be
treated with the correct antibiot-
ics.

“However, in severe cases, it
can cause respiratory distress as
well as anaemia, heart failure
and shock.

“General practitioners should
advise parents to seek further
medical assistance if the symp-
toms worsen,” she said.

Dr Mastura said most children
with symptoms of respiratory
infections end up being proven
to have mycoplasma pneumonia
through serology tests.

Paediatrician Datuk Dr Siti
Khadijah Tun Hamdan said
although mycoplasma pneumo-
nia has always been around, she
believes that the reported rise in
cases was due to more tests being
done to detect it.

“Mycoplasma pneumonia is
highly contagious and its symp-
toms are not specific, so someone
might even be walking around
with it without symptoms.

“Often when diagnosed, X-ray
imaging on the chest reveals its
severity.

“Those with symptoms like
having a flu for over a week,

Importance of hygiene: Whytehouse Education Group director Catherine Fong (right) applying hand

N

sanitiser on kindergarten puplils’ hands in Bayan Baru. — LIM BENG TATT/The Star

should seek further medical
attention.

“Mycoplasma pneumonia can
last for weeks if the immunity of a
patient is low, hence proper treat-
ment is crucial to cure and stop
the spread,” she said.

Whytehouse Education Group
founder and executive director
Jery Yeoh said a spike in children
getting sick during the holiday
season was usual, but this should
never be taken lightly.

“Sometimes, those with higher
immunity are just carriers of dis-
eases and may not necessarily fall
ill" said Yeoh, who operates four
kindergartens in Penang.

“We rely a lot on feedback

from parents, such as their travel
history or diagnosis from doc-
tors.”

He added that sanitisation pro-
edures introduced during the
Covid-19 pandemic were still in
place as they had proven effec-
tive,

“Sometimes, the challenge is
that parents would send their
children who seem to be healthy,
but their symptoms only appear
while they are in school.

“We would then have to
isolate the children and have
them put on a face mask until
their parents pick them up,” said
Yeoh.

Penang health committee chair-

man Daniel Gooi confirmed that
Penang has seen an increase in
mycoplasma pneumonia with
most cases being mild.

“Yes, we do have such cases in
Penang. However, not all of them
are diagnosed or admitted, and
not all diagnoses are lab-con-
firmed.

"“Many are treated as outpatient
cases based on clinical diagnosis
of community-acquired pneumo-
nia,” he said.

Gooi said the infection, which
causes symptoms such as dry
cough, fever and mild shortness
of breath on exertion are com-
mon among children, especially
school-going kids.

“Mycoplasma
neumonia is
ighly contagious

and its symptoms

are not specific,

SO someone

might even be

walking around
with it without
symptoms.”

Datuk Dr Siti Khadijah
Tun Hamdan

“The bacteria can be transmit-
ted from person to person through
respiratory droplets and close
contact.

“Common prevention methods
are the usual practices for res-
piratory illness such as practising
proper cough etiquette and
avoiding crowded areas,” Gooi
added.

Mycoplasma pneumonia is
caused by the bacteria mycoplas-
ma pneumoniae (M pneumoniae)
that is typically spread through
close contact or respiratory drop-
lets, leading to symptoms ranging
from mild cough to severe pneu-
monia, among others.

Recently, cases related to myco-
plasma bacteria, particularly res-
piratory infections, have been
reported to be increasing in some
places, due to seasonal factors or
outbreaks in close-contact set-
tings.



