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Majoriti kematian COVID-19 luar
hospital tidak tahu dijangkiti

Oleh Rafidah Mat Ruzki dan
Muhammad Yusri Muzamir
hhnews@bh.com.my

Serdang: Kira-kira 81 peratus

kes kematian di luar hospital
(BITH bagi pesakit COVID-19 ada-
lah membabitkan mereka yang
tilak mengetahui telah dijangki-

t, kata Menteri Kesihatan, Ehai-
ry Jamaluddin.

Belian berkata, ia adalah hasil
analisis yang dijalankan Kemen-
terian Kesihatan (KEM) memba-
bitkan 113 kes BI1D dalam tempoh
5 hingga 21 Fehruari lah.

Selain  ilu, beliaun  berkata,
KKM juga mendapati lebih 50

peratus waris atau ahli keluar-
a kes BID beranggapan pesakit
terbabit hanya mengalami sakit
ringan dan tidak merujolknya se-
pera ke fasiliti kesihatan.

“Kita lihat ada peningkatan
kes BID iaitu mereka yang me-
ninggal sebelnm mendapat rawa-
tan di fasiliti kesihatan dan (ang-

k) int membimbangkan.

“Bagi kebanvakan kes, waris
atau ahli keluarga hanva me-
ngelahui pesakit dijangkiti €O-
VID-18 selepas proses bedah sia-
sat dijalankan ke atas mayat,”
katanya dalam sidang media
mengenai perkembangan sema-
sa pandemik COVIN-19, di sini,

semalam.

Sehubungzan itu, Khairy me-
nasibatlkan orang ramai teru-
fama warga emas vang mem-
punyaigejalaseperti demam dan
batuk agar segera mendapatkan
rawatan di fasiliti kesihatan,
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Kebenaran
bersyarat
bagi ubat
keluaran
Pfizer

Putrajaya: Mesyuarat Pihak Ber-
kuasa Kawalan Dadah (PBIXD) ka-
Ii Ke-A70 vang hersidang semalam
bersetujn memberikan kelulusan
pendafiaran horsyarat untuk ke-
gunaan ketika hencana bagi ra-
watan COVID-19 untuk uhal je-
nama PAXLOVID keluavan Phizer,

Ketua Pengarah Kesihatan, Tan
Sri Dr Noor Hisham Abdullah,
berkata kebenaran itubagi ubatan
PAXLOVID ( PFO7321332 150me
Film-Coated Tablets dan Ritonavir
1mz Film-Coated Tablets),

Katanya, pemegang pendafta-
ran hagi produlk berkenaan ada-
lah Pfizer (Malaysia) Sidn Bhd
dan ia dikilangkan di Plizer Ma-
nufacturing Deutschland GmhbH,
Jerman dan Plizer Treland Phar-
maceiticals, Treland.

Belian herlata, ubat berkenaan
akan dignnakan wtuk rawatan
COVIDAD pada orang dewasa be-
rusia 18 tahun dan ke atas, vang
tidak memerlukan terapi oksigen
dan berisiko tinggi untuk men-
dapat gejala COVID-19 yang teruk.

"Produk Paxlovid tidak bertu-
juan untuk digunakan sehagai
pengganti bagi vaksinasi CO-
VI8 dan tindakan kesihatan
awam ferutama pematithan pro-
sethur operasi standard (SOP),

"Kementerian Kesihatan
(KKM) ingin memaklumkan ba-
hawa kelulusan pendaftaran ber-
syarat ini memerlukan malklu-
mat kualiti, keselamatan dan ke
berkesanan produk antivirus di-
pantau serta dinilai secara her
terusan oleh Bahagian Regula-
tori Farmasi Negara (NPRA),
herdasarkan data terkini dari se.
masa ke semasa,” katanya dalam
kenvataan, semalam.

Dr Noor Hisham berkata, pe
nilaian berterusan itu bagi me
mastikan perbandingan manfa
atrisiko (bemefit over risk) bagi
prodult itu kelal positif.

Beliau berkata, KKM akan te-

ris komited unink memperting
katkan akses rakyat

di Malaysia, dengan memastilkan |
iadinilai dengan sewajarnya ber- |
dasarkan aspek kualiti, kesela-
matan dan keberkesanan.

Sementara  itu, kanak-kanak
berusialima hingga 11 talun kini -
boleh disuntik dengan vaksin Cn |
ronaVac sebagai pelalian terhs
dap COVID-19,

Katanva, keputusan itu dibuat |
pada mesyuarat sama yang diber
kan kelulusan bersvavat adalah
hagi penggunaan vaksin Corn
naVare Suspension for Injection
COVIDHO Vaeeine (Vero  Cell),
Inactivated keluaran Sinovae Life
Sciences Co Lid, China dan Phar
maniaga Lifescience Sdn Bhd, Ma
laysia kepada gelongan vang he

Kepada |
ubat-ubatan bagi rawatan atau |
pencegahan penularan COVID-S |

rysia lima tahun hingga 11 tahun

: BERITA HARIAN
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Penularan COVID-19

Sembilan negeri guna
lebih 50 peratus katil ICU

Putrajaya, Perlis
catat angka
tertinggi pada
kadar 67 peratus

Meh Ralidah Mat Ruzki dan
Mubammad Yusri Muzamir
bhnews@bh.com.my.

Putrajaya: Sembilan negeri me-
relindkan penggunaan katil 10U
melehihi 80 peratus, kelmarin ba-
gl pesakil COVID-14 dengan ang:
ka tertinggi divekodkan di Pu-
trajaya dan Perlis iaitu pada ka-
dar 67 peraius.

Ketua Pengarah Kesihatan, Tan
Sri D Moor Hisham Abdullab, da-
lam satu kenyataan media berkata,
ia diikuti Kelantan {60 peratus),
Johor (59 peratus), Kiala Lumpuor
38 peratus), Sabah (35 peratus),
Melaka (53), Selangor (51 peratus)
dan Pulau Pinang (50 peratus).

Katanya, bagi penggunaan ka-
til bukan ICU, 11 negeri menun-
jukkan penggunaan melebihi 50
peratus iaitu Selangor dengan
113 peratus, Kuala Lumpur (106
peratus) dan Perak (102 pera-
tus}.

Selain itu, Kelantan (93 pera-
tus), Perlis (81 peratus), Pahang
{70 peratus), Pulrajaya (87 pera-
tus), Johor (66 peratus), Sarawal
(64 peratus), Pulan Pinang (&
peratus) dan Sabah (53 peratus),

‘

SR f
Khairy melancarkan

Katanya, Melaka menunjuk-
kan peratusan pengisian mele-
bihi 50 peratus bagi Pusat Kua-
rantin dan Rawalan COVID-19
Berisiko Rendah (PKRC) iaitu 61
peratus daripada 1,049 katil,

“Beramai 1M pesakit COVID-19
memerlukan alat bantuan per-
nafasan  (ventilator) dengan
pengeumaan ventilator sebanvak
40 peratus daripada keselurahan
ventilator untuk  pesakit CO-
VID-18 dan bukan COVID-19.

“Sebanyak 1,841 kes COVID-13
dimasukkan ke hospital semalam
(kelmarin) iaitu 677 kes (36.8 pe-
ratus) adalah kategori 3, 4, 5 dan

Hari Pendengaran Sedunia Peringkot Keba

-

1,164 kes (63.3 peratus) kategort 1
dan 2" katanya.

Mengulas perkara itu, Menter
Kesihatan, Ehairy Jamaluddin,
berkata kebanvalan lkes COVIED-19
vang dimasukkan ke wad 10U dan
katil digunakan sebagai katil 10U
membabithan  pesakil berisiko
tinggi, khususnya golongan komao-
vhid atau pesakit lanjut usia,

Beliau berkata, setakat 20 Fe-
bruari lalu, sebanyal 381 katil
ICU untuk pesakil COVID-19 di.
punskan dan ia masih dalam ka-
dar ataw paras vang terkawal,

Mengulas arahan baharu kua-
rantin untuk kontak rapat tidak

ngsaan 2022 di Hospital Serdang, semalam,

(Feto BERMAMA)

bergejala, beliau herkata, mema-
dai bagi golongan terhabit mem-
buat wjian lendiri pada hari per-
tama dan keliga selepas kontak
dengan kes indeks.

"Jika pada hari kelima dida-
pati positif, asingkan diri kerana
kita dapati tempoh pengeraman
bagi varian Omicron adalah di
antara tiga hingea lima harl.

“Ini adalal langkah Kemente-
rian Kesihatan (KKM) vang su-
dah kita bincang dengan cermat,
bagi membolehkan kita mem-
buat peralihan kepada fasa en-
demik,” katanya pada sidang me-
dia di Hospital Serdang.

Segera dapatkan rawatan di fasiliti kesihatan

Dari Muka [

“Darvipada survel yang KEKM
buat, lebih 50 peratus waris ang-
pap sakit vang dialami mereka
adalah sakit ringan dan tidak
merujuk ke fasiliti kesihatan de-
ngan cepalt dan apahiladikesan ia
terlalu lambat.

“Keluarga atau komuniti juga
diminta pantau keadaan kesiha-.
tan warga emas. Kalan demam
atau hatul sikit pun, bawa jumpa

| doktor Tolonglah,” katanya,

Pada sidang media itu, Khairy
turut  menjelaskan  persepsi
orang ramai mengenai kes ke-
matian akibat COVID-19 yang me-
mumjukkan trend meningkat ke-
tika ini. .

Beliau berkata, kadar kemati-
an vang meningkat itu bukan
berlalin dalam tempaoh sehari ke-
rana ada antara kes memerlukan
siasatan lanjut.

“Seperti saya terangkan sebe-

Ium ini. satu pelaporan kematian

“adalah dalam jangka masa 72 jam

dan bagi kes vang memerlukan
slasatan lanjut di lapangan boleh
mengambil masa antara empat
hingga enam minggu untuak di-
lapor dan divmumkan. Y

“la termasuk kes yang mem-
babitkan bedah siasat, ujian mal:
mal dan sebagainva,” katanya.

Kelmarin, negara mencatatkan
angla kemattan tertinggi sejak va-
rian Omicron melanda jaitu 115
Ties dengan Johor tertingsi iait 25
kes, ditluti Sabah dengan 24 kes,
Selangor (18), masing-masing la-
pan kes di Kedah dan Negeri Sem-
bilan dan Perak dengan tujuh kes.

Khairy berkata, daripada 115
kes kematian itu, 62 atau 54 pe-
ratus membabitkan laporan yang
berlakn dalam masa 72 jam ma-
nakala selebilinya iaitu 53 kema-
Han atau 48 peratus adalah me.
lebihi 72 jam.

“Dalam gelombang Omicron ini,

pendekatan menyeluruh harus di-
ambil terutama dalam melihat da-
ta kematian,

“Kematian tidak hanya meru.
juk kepada bilangan mutlak se-
tiap hari, tetapi yang paling uta-
ma-adalah melihat kepada Kadar
Kematian Kes (CFR).

“Ini kerana apabila kita me-
nuju ke arah endemik, CI'R ada-
lah indikator kematian vang te-
patdalam membert gambaran lwe-
adaan wabak semasa.

“Pada 2 Mac, Malaysia menca-
tatkan CFR sebanyalt 0.2 peratus
dan CFR sepanjang masa (koumu-

- latif) pula adalah 0.9 peratus.

“Maltsudnya ketika ini, CFR
kita ketika gelombang Omicron
adalah rendah berbanding de-
ngan CIFR kumulatif,” katanya.

Kelmarin, 27,500 kes positif ba-
haru COVID-E direkodikan, men-
Jadikan jumlah keseluruhan kes
Jangkitan wabak itu di negara ini
mencecaly 3,496,090,

Dalam perkembangan sama,
Khpivy berkata, status vaksinasi
warga emas akan bertukar ke-
pada tidak lengkap sekiranva ti-
dak mengambil suntikan dos
penggalak sebelum 1 April ini.

Pertukaran status itn akan ber-
laku ke atas semua penering vak-
sin dalam kalangan warga emas
tanpa mengambil kira jenis dos
vaksin primer diterima mereka.

Selain itu, kalanya, seramai
350,000 penerima dos  premier
vaksin CoronaVae keluaran S5i
novac dalam kalanpan warga
emas dikenal pasti belum me-
nerima suntikan dos penggalak.

“Mulai 1 April ind, bagi pene-
rima dos premier Sinovac tidak
kira usia dan bagi semua warga
emas tidak kira jenis dos premier
yang tidak mengambil dos peng-
galak, status sijil vaksin kuning
akan bertukar kepada sijil putih
dan ia adalah muktamad,” la-
tanya.
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Ambil dos penggalak percepat capai fasa endemik

Oleh Neor Mohamad Shakil Hameed
bhrencana@bh.com.my

Keputusan Kementevian (KEM) tidak me-
lanjutkan tempol pemberian dos pengga-
lak vang ditetaplan sehingga 31 Mac ini
kepada penerima vaksin Sinovac adalah
wajar dan tepat pada masanya.
i Melihat kepada peningkatan kes jang-
i kitan harian COVID-19 ketika ini, sudah
Timbalan tiba masa kerajaan periu tegas dan me-
wajibkan pengambilan dos penggalak ke-
pada semua individu dewasa di negara ini
kerana ia memhbabitlan keselamatan nya-
wa Individu lain. }
Data terkini menunjukkan lapan negeri
mencatat penggunaan katil di unit rawa-
tan rapi (ICU) melebihi 50 peratus dengan
paling tinggl di Putrajaya, iaitu mencecah
#7 peratus, ditkuti Kuala Lumpur (65 peratus). Ne-
geri lain yang mencatat penggunaan melebihi 50
peratus ialah Kelantan, Johor, Melaka, Perlis, Se- -
langor dan Sabah. Selain itu, pesakit memerlukan
alat bantuan pernafasan dilapor terus meningkat.
Data-ini sepatutnya menginsafkan dan menve-
darkan semua pihak yang ancaman COVID-12 be-

Strategi dan

| lum berakhir

Keengganan. individu mengambil dos penggalak
dibimbangi meningkatkan lagi jangkitan dan ke-
matian sehingga boleh menjejaskan perancangan
negara memasuki fasa endemik.

Keengganan penerima vaksin Sinovae mendapat-
kan dos penggalak amat mengejutican dan sangat
tidak wajar mereka bimbang dengan kesan pe-.
negambilannya hanya berpandukan keraguan tidak
munasabah. 1

Hakikatnya, majoriti rakyat semakin memahami
keperluan untulk menerima COVID-19 adalah pe-
nyakit yang kini menjadi sebahagian daripada ke-
hidupan manusia influenza HINI yang tercetus
pada 2009 dan kemudian menjadi endemik,

Bagaimanapun keengganan sebahagian angpota
masvarakat menerima dos penggalak mengecewa-
kan kerana ia bakal mengganggu proses kehidupan
dalam fasa endemik kelak. ’

Berdasarkan trend peningkatan kes, jika masih
ramai tidak mengambil dos penggalak, keadaan
pasca pandemik pasti tidak alian berubah, iaitu’
kadar jangkitan terus meningkat dan tidak mus-
tahil semakin ramai terpaksa menjalani kuarantin
akibat dijanghkiti COVID-19.

Walaupun KKM melonggarkan prosedur operasi

standard (S0P} dengan penetapan individu 18 ta-
hun ke atas yang menerima dos pengegalak dan
menjadi kontak rapat pesakit COVID-19 tidak perlu
lagi menjalani Perintah Permnantauan dan Pemer-
hatian (HSO) jika tak bergejala, namun apa jami-
nan mereka tidak alkan menyebarkan virns ber-
kenaan.

Kesedaran diri ini sangat penting demi kesela-
matan diri, keluarga dan anggota masyarakat yang
lain di samping membuka laluan untuk kerajaan

| melonggarkan lagi SO untuk rakyat kembali men-

jalani kehidupan seperti biasa.
Perluasan kadar vaksinasi boleh dicapai jila se-
mua anggota masyarakat memberi kerjasama baik,

| termasuk peranan ibu bapa dalam menjayakan

Program Imunisasi COVID-1% Kebangsaan Ka-
nak-kanak (PICKids) yang sedang berlangsung.

Oleh itu, jika masih ramai enggan mendapatkan
vaksin lengkap termasuk dos penggalak, pendeka-
tan memujuk tidak boleh diternskan lagl, seba-
liknya kerajaan kini boleh memasuki fasa uniuk
‘memaksa’ masvarakat mendapatkan dos pengga-
lak dengan segera.

Sudah tiba masanya uniuk KKM bertegas serta
tidak bertolak ansur dengan sikap acuh tak acuh
individu yang enggan mengambil dos penggalak.

4 MAC 2022
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Kematian kembali meningkat

Bernama

Tuala lalmm;r

adar kematian akibat
I(Cmrid—;g kembali me-
ningkat namun ia di-
lihat lehih rendah berban-
ding ketika negara berha-
dapan  gelombang varian
Delta, kata Menteri Kesiha-
tan Khairy Jamaluddin.
Beliau menerusi ciapan di
Twitter semalam berkata ini
sekali gus membuktikan ha-

KEuala Lompur: Sebanyak
27500 kes haharu Covid-19
direkodkan  Kementerian
Kesihatan Malaysia (KKM),
kelmarin.

Ketua Pengarah Kesiha-
tan, Tan 5ri Dr Noor Hisham
Abdullah berkata, angka itu
menjadikan 3,496,090 kes
lnmulatif  dirckodkan  di
Malayain,

Menurotnya, sehanyak
27211 kes membahitkan ka-
tegori satu dan dua mana-
kala bakinya adalah kategori
tiga hingga ima.

Katanya, sebanyak 360 kes
memerfukan  rawatan i
Unit Rawatan Rapi (ICU)
manakala 194 kes memer-
lukan bantuan pernafasan.

“Semalam (kelmarin) se-

hawa, vaksin sangat berke-
san melindungi diri dari-
pada kesan buruk Covid-1g
seperti kemasukan ke Unit
Rawatan Rapi (ICU] dan ke-
matian,

"Mengapa CIR (kadar ke-
matian kes) semakin turun?
Sebab majoriti kes tidak se-
rins. Walaupun jumlah kes
naik mendadak, kes serius
naik sedikit sahaja. Yang ter-
kini, setiap 100,000 kes, 200
vang meninggal duria,” ka-
tanya.

Menurat  portal  GitHub |

Kementerian Kesihatan
[KEM), 115 kes kematian aki-
bat Covid-10 direkodkan kel-
marin, dengan [ohor mere-
kodkan angla tertingg faitu
25 kes diikuti Sabah dengan
24 kes, Selangor (18), ma-
sing-masing lapan kes di Ke-
dah dan Negeri Sembilan
dan Perak dengan tujuh
kes,

Selain itw, enam kes ke-
matian dirckodkan  ma-

sing-masing di Pahang dan
Kuala  Lumpur,  EKelantan
lempat), Pulau Pinang (tiga),
masing-masing dua di Me-
laka dan Perlis serta satu kes

“direkodkan masing-masing,

di Sarawak dan Terengga-
nu,
Khairy vang berkongsi

-carta kematian per wn,000

populasi, mengikut status
vaksinasi bagi tempoh 17 Fe-
hruari hingga 2 Mae, yang

menunjukkan kematian
.. bagi individu berugia 8o

k (PICKIS) di PPV Axiata Areng,

tahun ke atas dan tidak me-
nerima dos penggalak acda-
lah lebih tinggi berkata, car-
ta berkenaan jelas menun-
jukkan hahawa dos pengga-
lak dapat melindungi wargs
emas daripada  kematian
akihat Covid-1g.

“Sebah itustrategi kita se-
kavang mesti - melindungi
mereka yang paling berisiko
tinggi seperti warga emas.

“Data lrematian untuk ta-
hun ini meaunjukkan o1 pe-
ratus yang meninggal akibat

TR

Pkt falil.

hanyak 1.841 kes baharu Co-
vid-19 dimasukkan ke hos-
pital dengan 677 adalah ka-
tegori tiga hingga lima ma-
nakala hakinya hagi kategori
satu dan dua.

‘Terdapat juga kes Co-
vid-19 berisike tinggi dari
kategori satu dan dua yang
memerlukan kemasukan ke
Pusat Kuarantin Dan Rawa-
tan Cowvid-19 Berisika Ren-
dah {PKRC} dan hospital se-
hagai langkah berjaga-jaga”
katanya dalam satu kenya-
taan media, semalam,

Menurutnya, terdapat
petbezaan di antara data
harian kemasukan kes Co-
vid-19 ke hospital-betban-
ding kes Covid-19 kategori
satu hingga lima yang ba-

haru didiagnosa pada setiap
hari.

Katanya, ini kerana ke-
adaan klinikal pesakit yang
dinamik dan mungkin me-
rosot atau bertambah baik
sepanjang  dijangkiti  Co-
vid-1g.

“Secara  keseluruhan-
nya, setiap negeri bersi-
apsiaga dengan pelan tin-
dak balas cepat sekiranya
berlaku peningkatan kes
vang memerhikan kema-
sukan ke PKRC, hospital
dan ICU" katanya,

Katanya, setara purata ni-
lai kadar kebolehjangkitan
atau R-maught (Rt) di Ma-
Iaysia adalah 1.0 dengan Sa-
rawak . merekndkan Rt ter-
tinggi dengan 1.43. £

- Gambar NSTPAIZUDDIN SAAD

Covid-19, belum ambhil daos
penggalak atau boostor” ka-
tanyva,

Beliau berkata selain itu,
jumlah kes kematian di luar
hospital (BID) juga mrut me-
ningkat semula dan dari-
pada 113 kes BID yang di-
analisa bagi lempoh 5 hing-
git 21 Fehruari, hanya sem-
bilan peratus mengetahui
mereka sudah dijangkiti Co-
vid-19 manakala baki g1 pe-
ratus disahkan positif scle-
pas meninggal dunia.

62.9% dewasa terima dos penggalak

Kuala Lompur Seramai

14,810,872 individu dewasa:

atau 6z.9 peratus daripada
populasi kumpulan itu di
‘negara ini sudah menerima
das penggalak Covid-19 se-
takat kelmarin.
Berdasarkan data di la-
man web CovidNow, seju-
mlah 22,051,398 atau 97.5 pe-

ratus daripada populasi sa--

ma  telah  melengkapkan
vaksinasi mereka manakala
23,231,225 atau 987 peratus
menetima . sekurang-ku-
‘rangnya satu dos vaksin.
Bagi populasi kanak-ka-
nak berusia lima hingga 1
tahin, sebanvak 929,733 in-
dividu atmn 262 peratus
kumpulan itn telah mene-
rima dos pertama vaksin

Covid-19 melalui Program
Imunisasi Covid-19 Kebang-
saan Kanak-Kanak (PICK-
ds). .

Bagi remaja berusia 12
hingga 17 tahun, sehanyak
2,802,265 individu atau goa
peratus davipada populasi
itutelah melengkapkan vak-
sinasi mercka  manakala
2,898,437 atau 3.2 perabus
menerima  sekurang-ku-
rangnya satu dos vaksin,

Vaksinasi harian kelma-
in menyaksikan sehanyak
97534 dos vaksin diberikan
meliputi 26,923 dos perta-
mi, 1380 dos keduoa: dan
69,222 dos penggalak, men-
jadikan jumlah lumulatif
dos vaksin yang diberikan di
bawah Program Tmunisasi

Covid-19 Kebangsaan (Pick)
sehanyak 67.416,313.

Sementara itu, menurut
portal GitHub Kementerian
Kesihatan, 115 kes kematian
akibat Covid-1g direkodkan
kelmarin dengan Johor me-
rekodkan angka  tertinggi
iaitu 25 kes,

la diikuti Sabah dengan 24
kes, Selangor (18}, ma-
sing-masing lapan kes. di
Kedah dan Negeri Sembilan,
Perak (tujuh). enam kes ma-
sing-masing di Pahang dan
Kuala Lumpur, Kelantan
{ampat), Pulau Pinang (ti-
gal, masing-masing dua di
Melaka dan Perlis serta satu
kes direkodkan masing-ma-
sing di Sarawal dan Tereng-
gZITI'IJ.



KERATAN AKHBAR

UNIT KOMUNIKAS! KORPORAT 4 MAC 2022

AKHBAR : HARIAN METRO
MUKA SURAT : 6
RUANGAN :COVID-19

PROGRAM IMARAH MASHID DITERU

KAN SEPERTI BIASA

Tiada perubahan pada Ramadan

Oleh Yusmizal i i e I

Dolah Aling
yusmizal@hme-
tro.com.my

Huala Lampur

FOEEA  pengimara-
P han masjid pada bulan

Ramadan  diteruskan
seperti hiasa tanpa seharang
perubahan.

Bagaimanapun, i masih
hergantung kepada keadaan
semasa dan juga saranan ke-
menterian Kesihatan Mala-
vaia (KKEM) terutama ketika
jangkitan Covid-19 masih la-
gt tidak menentu di negara
mi.

Menteri di Jabatan Perea-
na Menteri (Agama), Datuk
Idris Abmad berkara, setakat
ini prosedur operasi stan-
dard [SOP} hiasa akan di-
gunakan dan mungkin akan
ada kelonggaran mengikut
kesesuaian.

“Setakat hari ini belum la-
gi kita putuskan, Tapi ti-
daklah kita kata nak tutup
masjid. Masjid kita tak tu-
tup.

“Mungkin kita laksanakan
macam hiasa, mungkin ada
lagi 50P yang agak longgar

SIS porubacin

— st
SeDeran
= Gamiy

e

1 ada kelonggaran mengikut kesesuaian,

Sebanyak 412 PPV
tambahan dibuka: KKM

Kuala Lumpur: Seramai
904,368 kanalk-kanak beru-
sia lima hingga 12 tahun
sudah miendapatkan sunti-
kan vaksin Covid-19 sehing-
ga Selasa lalu.

Timbalan Menteri Kesi-
hatan 1, Datuk Dr Naor Az-
mi Ghazali berkata, jumnlah
itu direkodkan Kementeri-
an  Kesihatan  Malaysia
(KKM) sejale Program Tmu-
nisasi Covid-19 Kebangsaan
untuk Kanak-Kanak (PICKi-
ds) bermula 3 Febroari la-
lu,

Menurutnya, KKM. juga.

menambah Pusat Pemberi-
an Vaksin (PPV) bagi Pl-
CKids sempena cuti sekolah
bermula 26 Februari lalu.
“Sehanyak 412 PPV tam-
bahan dibuka bagi membo-

DR Noov Azmi

lehkan PICKids secara wall
in di seluruh. negara dija-
lankan.

“sejak 1 Mac lalu, bebe-
rapa PPV di Lembah Klang
sudah mula menerima ka-
nak-kanak yang datang un-
tuk menerima suntikan se-

sikit. Ttu bergantung kepada
keadaan latanya selepas
Majlis Pelancaran Sumba-
ngan Tablet Kepada Pelajar
din Bantuan Wi-Fi, Majlis
Apama [slam Wilavah Per-
sekutuan  [Maiwp), sema-
lam,

Hadir sama, Pengerusi
Maiwp, Tan S Mohd Daud
Bakar.

Dalam  perkembangan
berkaitan, belian turut me-
nyeru masjid di negara ini
memperbanyakkan  prog-
ram  berscsuaian  dengan
fungsinya sebagai pusat per-
kembangan  ekonomi dan
sosial,

Katanya, masjid perlu i
hidupkan seperti zaman Ra-
sulillah SAW supavaia men-
jadi bulan saja tempat untnk
solat sernatn-mata.

“Seruan saya adalah supa-
ya program diperhanyaklan,
Kita hendak masjid hidup
balik macam zaman Rasu-
lullah SAW, bila dia sampai
ke Madinah, dia bina mas-
jiel.

“Kita hendak masjid men-
jadi schagai tempat pelaja-
ran, sosial dan juga perkem-
bangan ekonomi, jadi kita
hendaklah aktif]” katanya.

cara walk-in" katanya dalam
kenyataan, semalam.

Beliau berkata, bagi ibu
bapa vang masih belum me-
nerima janji temu suntikan
untuk anak mereks holeh
terus ke PPV secara walk
in. 3
Katanya, jika kuota vaksin
pada hari berkenaan keha-
bisan, ibu hapa boleh da-
tang semula keesoklkannya
atau mendaftar untuk men-
dapatkan slot vaksinasi me-
nerusi MySejahtera.

“Tbu bapa yang mendaf-
tarkan anak mereka mene-
rusi aplikasi itu akan di-

* bertkan pantan janji temu

membolehkan mercka me-
milih tarikh dan lokasi me-
ngikut kesesuaian” lata-
nya.
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Kaji keperluan dos
penggalak di masjid

Padang Terap: Kerajaan
negeri akan mengkaji ke-
perluan hanya membenar-
kan individu lengkap sun-
tikan vaksin dos penggalak
ke tempat awam termasuk
masjid berikutan kes Co-
vid-19 yang semakin me-
ningkat di negeri ini.

Menteri Besar, Datuk Se-
ri Muhammad Sanusi Md
Nor berkata, perkara itu
alan dibincangkan dalam
Mesyuarat  Jawatankuasa
Keselamatan Negeri dalam
tempoh terdekat.

"Ada ramai orang tidak
faham hal yang dibangkit-
kan mengenai prosedur
operasi standard (SOP) di
masjid. Sebenarnya ada ke-
perluan vang kerajaan khu-
susnya Kementerian Kesi-
hatan Malaysia (KKM) dan
Majlis Keselamatan Negara
(MKN] berbuat  demikian
{dos pengpalak).

"Saya akan panggil untuk
Mesyuarat  Jawatankuasa
Keselamatan Negeri bagi li-
hat semua kemungkinan
ity sama ada perlu atan

tidak lengkap dos penpga-
lak untuk ke masjid dan
tempat awam, kitaakan ka-
ji dalam mesyuarat itu
nanti” katanya.
Mubammad Sanusi ber-
kata, setakat ini belizu he-
lum pasti mengenai jumlah
individu di Kedah yang su-

dah menerima  suntikan.

dos penggalak namun ju-
mlah  kanak-kanak yang
menerima  vaksin  sudah
melebihi 51,000 orang me-
nerusi Program Imunisasi
Covid-19 Kebangsaan Ka-
nak-kanak (PICKids).

Beliau sangat berharap
orang ramai dapat mema-
tmhi S0P walaupun indi-
vidu yang dijangkiti varian
Omicron tidak begitu se-
Tius..

*Saya sendiri turut ambil
langkali kuarantin diri se-
lama lima hari apabila is-
terl dan anak saya positif
Covid-19  baru-baru  ini,
huat sementara waktu is-
teri dan anak saya duduk
rumah lain dan sayarumah
lain," katanya.

PENINGKATAN KEMATIAN KES BID
Pesalkit tidak tahu dijangkiti koronavirus

Serdang: Kira-kira o1 pera-
tus kes kematian di luar fa-
siliti kesibatan (BID) mem-
babitkan individu yang tidak
mengetahui mereka dijang-
kiti Covid-19, kata Menleri
Kesihatan  Khairy Jamalu-
ddin.

Beliau berkata, i merupa-
kan analisa dijalankan Ke-
menterian Kesihatan Mala-
ysia (KKM) membabitkan 113
kes BID dalam tempoh 5
hingga 21 Februari lalu.

"Kita ‘lihat peningkatan

kes BID faitn mereka vang
meninggal sebelum menda-
pat rawatan di fasiliti ke-
sihatan, dan in membim-
bangkan,

“Kita sudah buat analisa
dalam tempoh tersebut dan
mendapati o1 peratus tidak
mengetahui mereka dijang-
kiti Covid-19..apabila KKM
uji-dan didapati positif,” ka-
tanya dalam sidang media
perkembangan situasi Co-
vid-1g di sini semalam.

Sehubungan itu, Khairy
menasihatkan orang ramai
terutamanya wiarga emas

SEBANYAK 113 kes M0 dicatatkan dalam femy

vang mempunyai gefala se-
perti demam dan hatuk, un-
tuk segera mendapatkan ra-
watan di lasiliti kesihatan,
“Berdasarkan survei vang
KKM buat, lebih 50 peratus
waris anggap sakit yang di-
alami merela adalah salkit
ringan dan tidak merujuk ke
fasiliti kesihatan dengan ce-
pat, dan apabily dikesan ia
terlalu lambat” katanya,
Mengenai pelaporan ke-
matian  akibat  Cowvid-1g,
Khairy berkata bermula 1
Mac lalu, proses pelaporan

kematian akibat Covid-1g di-
umumkan mengikut angka
pelaporan yang diterin da-
ri lapangan setiap hari,

“KKM menambahbaik
proses pelaporan kematian,
Sebetum ini, laporan kema-
tian yang diterima hanya di-
umumkan  setelah  proses
pendaftaran kes di peringkat
negeri selesal dan ia me-
ngambil masa yang agak
panjang  sebelum ia di-
wmumkan.

“Oleh itu, terdapat scbi-
langan kes yang tertunda

e { RS ™

wh 3 hingga 21 Felwuari ki,

untuk divmumkan dan ini
adalah saru daripada Faktor
yang menyumbang kepada
tunggakan bagi penguni-
man kes kematian Covie-15."
katanya.

Beliau berkata bagi me-
mastikan  ketepatan  masa
atau timefinegss pelaporan ke-
matian Covid-10, kes kema-
tian tidak lagi menungpn
pendaltaran kes dan perln
dilaporkan  dalam  jangka
masa 72 jam setelah kema-
tian terjadi sebagaimana di-
tetapkan KKM.
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- Separuh dewasa di Malaysia alami masalah obesiti

KUATA LUMPUR - Masalah obesiti Jelasnya, NHMS yang fo-
dan herat badan berlehihan di Malaysia  kus pada pemakanan akan
Kini berada pada tahap yang men- dhjalankan pada 2024,
bimbangkan apabila separih atau 50,1 “Kementerian Kesihatan
peratus dewasa di negari ini berdepan Malaysia (KEKM) telah me-
dengan masalah berkenaan. rangka strategi yang menyeln-

Menteri Kesihatan, Khairy Jamaluddin i bagi menangani isu ini
Abu Bakar berkata, ia berdasarkan lapor- seperti digariskan dalam pelan
an Tinjavan Kebangsaan Kesihatan dan tindakan Jangka masa panjang
Marbiditi 2019 (NHMS 2019) baru-barn i hawah Pelan Tindakan Pe- .‘Q
ini. akanan Kebangsaan Malay-

Beliau berkata, prevalen obes me-  sia NPANM 1T (2016-2025),  kHAIRY
mmjukkan kadar peningkatan yang agak  Pelan Strategik Kebangsaan

© Jawatnkuasa Kerja Menanga-
© mi Masalih Obesiti bagi men-
cadangkan tindakan yang
drastik bersesuaian dengan
Situast semasa dalam mena-
" ngani masalah obeasit.
“Jawatankuasa ini telah
membentuk dokumen Policy
Option To Combat Qbesity in
Malaysia yung mengandungi
A8 palisi menangani masalah
obesiti i Malaysia untuk
dilaksanakan dalam masa 10

tinggi sahan tahun betbanding kajian se-
belumnya iaita NHMS 2006 (10 peratus)
NHMS 2041 (15.1 peratus) dan NHMS
2015 (17.7 peramas),

untuk Penyakit Tidak Berjangkit (2016-
20125y dan Polisi Menanzani Obesitl
Malaysia (2016-2025),

“Selain itn, KKM juga menubihlan

tahun,” katanys menjawiab pertanyaan
Datuk Dr Shahruddin Md Salleh
(Pejuang-Sri Gading) dalam Jawapan
bertulis di Dewan Rakyat
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- Nota DiSebalik Tabir
Barsarmz MERAK JALANAN
KIRI posilif, kanan positif, depan posi-

tif dan belakang pim ada kes positif. -
Demikianlah hendak menggambai-

kan makin kerap dan banyak kes positif

Covid-19 hari ini.

Seperti kata guravan yang Merak
Talanan haca di media zosial baru-baru
ini, Jika anda tidak ada ahli keluarga atau
kawan yang pm\ml maksudnys anda
mlmgkln Iudup berscorangan’

Merak Jalanan pun d.n'l-. makin bim-

hang hampir setiap hari ada sahajn ke-
_dengaran kes positif.

"

Pecutan terakhir
p_enerima vaksin Sinovac

rﬁ} ANALISIS

MUKA 16

MUHAMMAD AMIRUL
Ardifg ABDLIL RAHIM

rogram - vaksinasi - sudah
tidak asing dengan rakyat
Malaysia terutama dalam
kalangan kanalk-kanak ber-

usia 0 hingza 5 tahun dan ini ter=

masuk vaksin mencegah penyakii
tign serangkai (DPT), polio, me-
asles. mumps, rubella dan HPY
(human papilloma virus mencegah
Kanser serviks).

Terbaharu, berikutan pandemik
Covid-19 yang melanda dunia. vaksin
virus it turat diperkenalkan bagi
melindungi orang ramai daripada
terkena jangkitan.

Jenis-jenis vaksin sedia ada di-
Tuluskan di Malaysia adalah_vaksin
mRNA, jaitu mcngandungl genetik
RNA virus (Plizer BioNtech dan
Moderna), mactivated vacemne atau
salinan virus yang telah dibunuh
(Sinopharm dan Sinovac) dan vekior
vaksin tidak bereplikasi- iaitu
AstraZeneca dan Johnson & Johnson.

Oleh kerann terdapat beherapa
jenis vaksin dan nictode pembangun-
an vaksin berbeza-beza, makakajian
Klinikal unuk melihat keberkesinan
turut menghasilkan sedikit perbeza-
an.

Kajian awal mendapati, walaupun
dengun dua mokulasi primer vaksin
jenis Sinovac, keberkesanan mereka
dalam menghasilican neutralisinges
antibadi adalah yang paling rendah
mielawan Covid- 19, lermasuk strain
terkini Omicron. ;

- Vaksin penggalak (booster) ada-

Tnh vaksin ketiga diberi kc]):\.d:l rak-

yat selelah didapan dun vaksin pri-
mer pertama menjadi kurang
berkesan dalam jangka masa Jama
dan meningkatkan semuola risiko
Jangkitan Covid,

Pakar Pcrubatan Kesihatan
Musyarakal Fakulti Perubatan
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia,
Profesor D Sharifa Ezat Wan Puteh
berkata, boosterjenis Prizer (selepas
2 dos primer Sinovac), dikatakan
b:‘t].j\mnm;.,hNl!\.mhh1|'|.||1l|h:x[|
melawarr Omicron yumg baik, tetapi
adalah 7.3 kali lebih rendaly ber-
banding jika meneniang strain vari-
an asal Wihan yang lama.

Jelasnya, kajian daripada syarikat
pengeluar Sinovac Bioteeh sendiri
menegaskan tiga dos Sinovac adalah
94 periig memadai melawan varian
Omicron,

Kayian jugdl menunjukkan peri-
nan booster semakin diperfukan se-
lepas terjadinya mutast dan varian
baharu Omicron ini.

Tambah beligu, sehelum ke-
munculan Omicron, kadar ke-
berkesanan vaksin Sinovac dikatakan
rendal berbanding vaksin lain, de-
ngan anggaran hanya 51 peratus per-
lindungan terhadap infeksi ber-
simptom, tetapi perdindungan me-
ningkat terhadap jangkitan Iebih
parah,

Dalam etti kata lain, penerima
vaksin Sinovac, perln mengambil
suntikan booster bag 111(;mbdnt1_1 -
buh badan melawan varian Covid-19
wang bermutisi.

Sehelum ini juga, Kementerian
Kesihatan Malaysia (KIKM) meng-
pesa semua individu berusia 60 tahun

ke atus alau penerima dos lengkap

vaksin Sinovac berusia 15 tahun ke
atiis per Ju men"'!mhﬂ suntikan dos
penggalak bagi mengekalkan stalus

vaksinasi lengkap sehingga 31 Mac.

Menteri Kesihatan, Khairy
Jamaluddin berkata, jika gagal ber-
buat demikian, status mereka akan
dianggap tidak lengkup vaksinasi dan
maklumat itn-akan tertesa di dalam
aplikast MySejahtera,

“Sekiranya tidak, sijil digital inr
alean bertukar wirna kepada putib,
maksudnya stams vaksinasi penuh
tidak lagi diberikan dan sekalan akean
thbuat dh pintu masuk tertenia,” kati
Khairy.
 Perlu diingatkan, tempoh pen-
berian dos penggalak ini tdak alan
dilanjutkan Iagi dan orang smai di-
minty segera berbuat demikion bag
melindungi diri daripada terkena
kesan tertk daripada jangkitan
Covid-19.

Dalinm pada itu, Khairy berkata.
walaupun kemasukan ke hospital ke-
tika gelombang Omicron menanjuk-
kan trend peningkatan namun Kadar
discayj dart hospital e meningkat
nlu]hmdulmkdn kadar sembuly vang
tinggai selain tempoh rawatan di Tos-
pital ticak berpanjangan.

Apa yang pasti tindakan kerajaan
dalam menggesa rakyat terutamanya
penerimd vaksin Sinovac untuk men-
dapatkan dos penggalak adalabh demi
kebaikan mereka sendiri,

Tidak perlu menuding jurt dan
menuduh kerajaan mempunyai agen-
da tersembunyi kerana ia hanya demi
untuk melindungi diri kit

Kita tidalk tahu sampai bila virus
Covid-19 ini akan berada di muka
bumi. Siapa lagi yang boleh mem-
bantu menghentikan virus ini jika
kita ticak mengambil inisiatif seperti
syntikan vaksin bagi mehondungi diri
sendiri.

el Anvivsd Arin Abwlol
Retlriam taleeh poscipta kameuttgon sl
media Sipar Hartan

Ujian swab jangan-sampai jddi beban kewangan kepada rakyat marhaen

Rakan sepejabat, rakan sepermainan
hadminton, sanak saudara di kampung.
pendek kata ada sahaja kes saban hari.,

Bagaimanapun, mengikul naratif
pihiak kerajaan, dalam menuju fasa-en-
demik, kes Covid-19 vang tinggi iniakan

jadi sesuatu yang normal dan biasa,

Macam mana kita lihat kes selesemi

"it_u biasa, hegitulah kes positif ini.

Pun begitn, jungan dilupa dengan kita
hidup semakin-normal hari ini dan pe-
ningkatan kes Covid-19, sudah tentunya
Fita wkan lebih kerap menjilani njian swab.

Merak Jalanan sendiri sudah terpaksa
membelanjakan . sebanyak - hampir
RM200 dalam dua minggu ini untuk dua
ujian RTK di klinik (RMGO caj setiap
wjiam) dan enarm kit ujian kendiri.

Kit ujian kendii pula terpaksa dibeli
di klinik dan kedai serbaneka pada [var-
pa RM3 hingga RMIS setiap sat me-
mandangkan ada premis yang menetap
had unit pembelian.

Khabarnya banyak premis vang su-
dah kekurangan bekalan kit ujian kendi-
i gara-gara permintaan tingel,

Apa yang Merak Jalanan havapkao,
kerajaan mungkin perlu melibat isu akses
kepada ujian swabini secara lebih men-
dalam memandangkan kes yang tnggi
furut meningkatlan permintaan terhadap
jian swab.

Kerajaan_ perlu melihat dari segi
bekalan ujian kit kendirt dan sudah tentu-
nya harga ujian di pusat perubatan yang
bagi rakyat marhaen, ujian sehinggn clia
atan tiga kali schulan di klinik past
memberi beban kewangan kepada me-
reka. )
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Kadar kematian
Covid- 19 menlngkat

[ mnﬂlul Tarien

Namun masih rendah
berbanding gelombang
varian Delta

T([U_\L.-\ LUMPUR

adar kematian
Covid-19  kem-
bali  meningkat,
namun ia dilihat

Info kematian akibat Covid 195etaka! 2 Mac.

lehih rendah berbanding ke-
tika negara berhadapan pe-
lombaig varian Delta, kata
Menieri Kesihatan,  Khairy
Jamaluddin. J
Belian menerusi ciapan di
Thwitter pada Khamis berkata,
ini sekali gus membuktikan
bahawa vaksin sangat ber-
kesan melindungi diri daripa-
da Kesan buruk Covid-19. -
“Mengapa CFR (kadar

kematian kes) semakin turum?

Sebab majoriti kes tidak se-
rius. Walaupun jumbah kes
naik mendadak, kes.serius

naik sedikit sahaja. Yang ler-

kini, setiap 100,000 kes, 200
yang meninggal dunia,” kata-
nyiL

Menurut portal GitHub
Kementerian  Kesihatan
(KKM), 115 kes kematian

akibat Covid-19 direkodkan |

pada Rabu, dengan Johor me=
rekodkan angka tertinggi

iaitu 25 kes, diikuti Sabah
dengan 24 kes, Selangor (18).

- masing-masing lapan kes di

Kedah dan Negeri Sembilian
dan Perak dengan tujuh kes.
- Selain itu, enam kes ke-
matian dirckodkan masing-
masing di Pahang dan Kuala
Lumpur, Relantan [Lm[ml)

"Pulau Pinang (tiga), masing

-masing cua \ di Melaka dan

. Perlis serta satu kes dirckod-
kan masing-masing. di

LSarawak dan Terengganu,

Beliau berkata selain ilu,

jumlah kes kematian di luar

hospital [BIDY juga me-
ningkat sernula dan danipaca
113 kes BID vang dianalisa
thagi tempoh 3 hingpa 21
Februar, hanya sembilan pe-
ratus mengetahui mercka te-
lah dijangkiti Covid-19 ma-
nakala baki 91 peratus
disahkan positif sclepas me-
ninggal dunia.- Bernama

Mala\fsla lulus Denggunaaﬂ pil Paxlovid SOP tarawih belum diputuskan - Idris

| KUALA LUMPUR - Kerajaan belum me-
| mutuskan ketetapan prosedur operasi sindiid
| (SOP) solat tarawih dan imarah masjid se-
| panjang bulan Ramadan.

Menteri di Jabatan Perdana Menteri (Hal

Ehwal Agama), Datuk Idrs Ahmad berkata,
sebarang perubahan SOP adalah bergantung
kepada sitnasi semasa danssaranan oleh
Kementerian Kesihatan Malaysia (KKM).

“Setakat hari ini kita belum putuskan SOP
Ramadan tetapi tidak bermakna masjid di-
tutup. Garis panduan mungkin menggunakan
SOP sedia ada atan dilonggarkan.

. “Iabergantung kepada keadaan dun riasi-
fat KKM kemudian kita akan berbincariz
dengan pihak berkuasa agama negeri” kata-
nva mengulas SOP imarah masjid dan surau
sepanjang Ramadan.

Belian ditemui pada majlis pelancaran
sumbangan tablet kepada pelajar dan bantuan
Wil Majlis  Agama [slam. Wilayih

7 Dbelumdiberikan Ll::lulus-
an rasmi.

la schagui |.]ng|\dh
kecemasan untuk me-
ngekang pelombang, pe-
nularan pantas virus ter-

habit yang dipacu varian
Omicron.

Mengulas lanjut, Dr
Noor Hisham menegas-
kan: bahawa kelulusan
pendaftaran bersyarat

tersebut memerlukan maklumat kisa-
liti, keselamatan dun keberkesanan
produk antivirus dipantau serta dinilai
secara berlerusan oleh Bahagian
Regulatori Farmasi Negara (NPRA), |
berdasarkan data-data terkini dari
masit ke masa.

Kata Dr Noor Hisham, ia bagi me-
mastikan perbandingan manfant-risike

(benefit over risk) bagi produk te-
schut kekal positif.

SKKM akan terus  komited
mempertingkatkan akses rakyat ke-
pada ubat-ubatan bagi wjuan rawatan
atan pencegahan penularan Covid-19 |
di Malaysia, dengan memastikan ia ]

|
SHAH ALAM - Malaysia l
meluluskan penggunaan pil
mntuk rawatan Covid-19 ke-
lwaran Plizer, Paxlovid sccara
pendaftaran bersyarat untuk
kegunaan semasa bencana,

Ketua Pengarah
Kesihatan, Tan Sri Dr Noor
Hisham Abdullah berkata,
perkaraitu diputuskan dalam
mesyuaral Pihak Berkuasa
Kawalan Dadah (PBKD) kah
ke-370 yang bersidang pada Khamis.

Katanya, pil berkenaan membabit-
kan gabungan molekul baharu, PH-
(07221332 dan ritonavir antiviral HIV
yang perlu diambil sebagai tablet ber-
asingan.

“Indikasinya adalah digunakan
nntuk rawatan Covid-19 kepada orang
dewasi berumur 18 tahun dan ke atas
vang tidak memerlukan terapi oksigen
serla herisiko tingpi untuk mendapat
gejala Covid-19 yang teruk (severe).

“Produk Paxlovid tidak bertujuan
digunakan sebagai pengganti hagi
vaksinasi Covid-19 dan tindakan ke-
sihatan awam terutamanya pematuhan

Persekutuan di Surau Jumaat A-Tagwa
Projek Perimahan Rakyat (PPR) Kampung
Baru Air Panas, di sini-pada Khamis.

Hadir sama, Pengerusi MAIWP, Tan
Sri Mohd Daud Bakar dan Pengerusi
Pertubuhan Dana Kita, Mohd Fadli
Maohamed Salleh.

Mengena program it Idris berkata,
MATWP memperuntukkan scbanyak
RM9.3 juia bagi bantuan tablet kepada
5,000 pelajar asnaf dan RM60O0.000 untuk
pemasanzan Wik di dewan atau surau
melibatkan 10 PPR terpililh di Wilayah
Fersekutuan.

Selain it katanya, MAIWP turt me-
nyaturkan RMGI4,000 kepada Pertubuhan
Dana Kita bagi melaksanakan makmal
internet bergerak menggunikan sebuah
s dilengkapi kemudahan komputer yang
akan ke kawasan kediaman pendodok se-
kitar Kuala Lumpur secara beckala,

DR NOOR HIEIHJM

Lelris (tiga dari kir)

< 2 3 R = menyempurnakan
prosedur operasi standard (SOP),”  dinilai dengan F-mvalan_lynbcrdasurkml | simbalik
katanya ‘dalam kenyataan pada  aspek kualili, keselamatan dan ke- penyerahian cels
Khamis. berkesanan.” kata beliau, Banfian fabigt
Pada Disember lalu, media me- Pemegang pendaftatan produk pil hopauta pelajor
aporkan pengawal selia ubat-ubatan i Malaysin) Sdn Bhd ok
laparkan pengawal selia ubat-ubatan it adalah Pfizer (Malaysin)Sdn | Hampung Baru
bawah Kesatuan Eropah (EL) mem-  manakala  pengilang,  Pfizer Alr Panas pada
henarkan negara anggota untukimeng- Khamis.

gunakan pil baharu Covid-19 keluar-

Manufacturing Deutschland Gambl, ‘
an Plizer. walaupun ubat terbabit

Jerman dan Pfizer  Ireland
Pharmacenticals, Treland. ’
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8,145 ubat beracun

l-J;-i-deta T

“Sebagai contoh, penggunaan
ubat kuat atau perangsang seks

yang dicampur racun berjfadual
seperti sildenafil dalam jumlah
yang tinggi dan tanpa peman-

tanan doktor boleh memberi ke-
san negatif seperti merasa mual,
muntah-muntah, muka kemer-
ah-merahan dan pening,

“Selain itu, bahan-bahan ini
meningkatkan tekanan darah
dan denyutan jantung dan se-
terusnya meningkatkan risiko
serangan jantung dan strok
terutamanya bagi mereka yang
mempunyai penyakit darah ting-
gi, kencing manis serta masalah
buah pinggang,” katanya.

Menurut Norhaliza, sepan-
jang tahun lalu, pihaknya telah
melakukan serbuan ke atas 1,202
premis menjual produk tidak
berdaftar dengan nilai rampasan
sebanyak RM22,275,319. )

Bagi tahun ini, pula katanya,
sehingga Januari lalu, seban-
yak 130 premis diseluruh ne-
gara telah diserhu dengan nilai
rampasan ubal tidak herdaftar
bernilai RM1,681,532.

. “Serbuan terbabit hasil 1,107
aduan yang diterima bagi tem-
poh tahun lalu hingga Januari
lalu. Tindakan penguatkuasazn
itu juga membuktikan KKM
miengambil serius mengenai pen-
jualan ubat tidal berdaftar.

“Selain daripada tindakan
penguatkuasaan yang berteru-
san, KKM juga sentiaza menasi-
hati orang ramai agar berhati-
hati semasa membeli sebarang
produlk kesihatan dan pastikan
ia mendapat kelulusan.
~ *Orangramai boleh menyem-

.kt kesahihan nomber pendafta-

ran produlk atau notifikasi kos-

uabatan yang dijual dalam

metik dengan melayari fittps://
www.npra.gov.ny atau dengan
menghubungi Bahagian Regu-
latori Farmasi Negara di talian
03-7883 5400.
"Selain itu, orang ramai baleh
memual turun- aplikasi NFRA
Product Status daripada Google
Play Store, App Store atau Hua-
wei AppGallery bagi tujuan se-
makan tersebut,” katanya ketika
dihubungi semalam.
Sementara it katanya, lke-
menterian  berkenaan  tidak
memberikan sebarang cop ke-
pada ubat-ubatan atau produl,
sebalilnya, ubat atau praduk ini
perluberdaftar dengan PRKD se-
belum ia boleh dipasarkar.
“Bahagian Regulatori Tarma-
si Negara (NPRA) akan menilai
data kualiti, keselamatan dan

keberkesanan ubat-ubatan atau:

gan PBIKD.

produk tersebut dan kelulusan
akan dikeluarkan oleh PEED jika
penilaian tersebut didapati me-
muaskan,

“Produk  yang telah di-
Tulusian akan diberikan lapan
nombor pendaftaran dan di-
hadapannya (Mo. MAL) difkub
huruf A (ubat terkawal), X(am
atau over-the-counter), T (ubat
kesihatan) dan N (suplemen
kesihatan) serta mempunyai
pelekat  keselamatan  Holo-
gram,” katanya.

Dalam pada itu katanya, Ba-
hagian Penguatkuasazn Farmasi
akan terus telah meningkat-
lean pemantavan dan tindakan
penguatluasdan  melibatkan
pengiklanan dan penjualan ubat
tidak berdaftar secara dalam
talian pada masa akan datang
bagi melindungi pengguna.
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350,000 warga emas belum ambil \}aksin penggalak Covid-19

Berisiko maut jika dijangkiti

OlehOMAR ZIMN
utusannewsErnedia mula com my

PETALING JAYA:  Kira-kira
350,000 wargd emas yang su-
dah lengkap menerima vaksin
Sinovac tetapi belum mengam-
bil vaksin penggalak dinasihat
segera berbuat demikian me-
mandangkan mereka termasuk
dalam kumpulan berisiko maut
sekiranya dijangkiti Covid-19.

Bercalap kepada  Utusan
Malaysia, pakar kesihatan ko-
muniti Fakulti Perubatan Uni-
versiti Kebangsaan Malaysia
[UKM), Prof. Dr. Sharifa Ezat
Wan Puteh herkata, kajian men-
dapati kumpulan  berkenaan
berisiko tinggi untuk dijangkiti
Covid-19, malah dua dos valksin
vang diterima tidak cukup un-
tuk menghalang jangkitan va-
rian Omicron.

“Warga emas yang ada
masalah  kesihatan atau ko-
morbid seperti darah tinggi,
kencing manis dan strok seme-
mangnya berisiko tinggi untuk
dijangliti Omicron.

“Bukan Sinovac tidak berle-
san langsung, tetapi, kurang
keberkesanannya terhadap
jangkitan Omicron. Kalau tidak
segera ambil dos penggalak,
jika dijangkiti, besar kemung-
kinan akan berada dalam kate-
gori 4, 4 atau 5 katanya ketika
dihubungi semalam.

Fada masa sama, katanya,
warga emas yangtidak mengam-

SEQDRANG remaja {aftar untuk E
raya di Kuantan, Pahang. semalam. - UTUSAN/SHANH AHMAD RAZIF

hil dos penggalak juga berpoten-
=i menjadi penyebar wabak.

“Mereka boleh jadi pem-
hawa, boleh tersebar di rumah,
menjangkiti suami, isteri-dan
anak-anak, ini yang membim-
hangkan,” katanya.

Deliau mengulas kenyataan
Menteri Kesihatan, Khairy Ta-
maluddin vang merayu kepada
350,000 penerima dos primer
Sinovac berusia 60 tahun ke
atas supaya mendapatkan dos

penggalak dengan segera.

“Sinpvac mempunyai  ke-
berkesanan  sederhana  ber-
handing Pfizer dan masih ada
350,000 warga emas yangsudah
amhbil dos primer Sinovac helum
menerima dos penggalak,

“Omicron  hidak  seteruk
Delta tetapi bagi warga emas
dengan komorbiditi, ia bukan
penyalit yang ringan. fa masih
penyalkit yang beleh mengan-
cam nyawa.” katanya.

bil vaksin penggalak Covid-19 secara w;rm—fn di sebuah pasar

[

T oLy

Sehubungan itu, beliau me-
nasihatkan anak-anak yang
ada ibu bapa atau saudara mara
dalam kelompok berkenaan
tampil membawa individu
tersebut ke Pusat Pemberian
Vaksin (PPV).

*Sekarang pun, kementerian
sudah membenarkan mereka
yang belum: ambil dos peng-
galak untuk dapat datang se-
cara terus ke mana-mana lokasi
PPV berhampiran,” katanya.
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KKM jangan angkuh SS_HJPEIE EE asi pOSitif

isu dos penggalak

KUALA LUMPUR: Kementerian
Kesihatan (KKM) jangan ang-
kuh memaksa rakyat mengam-
bil dos penggalak dengan
membuatkan status vaksinasi
mereka bertukar kepada “Tidak
Lengkap’.

Tiong King Sing (Bintulu-
GPS} berkata, rakyat makin
hilang keyakinan kepada dos
penggalak selepas  semakin
ramai mengesahkan mereka
mengalami komplikasi namun
tidak dipandang serius oleh
pihal KEM.

“Kenapa kita tidak boleh
berdiri dengan ralyar dalam
hal ini. Menteri-menteri KKM
jangan degil tapi fkirlah untuk
rakyat. Ada juga kawan-kawan
saya selepas ambil dos peng-
galak, tangan mereka menjadi
lemah dan bila pergi periksa,
hanya diberitahu bahawa itu
komplikasi tapi tiada apa yang
dilakulkan oleh KKM,

“Tika pengarah kesihatan
kita bukan pakar untuk kesi-
hatan awam maka kita perlu

carilah pakar.

“Jangan hanya fikir satu
arang sahaja yang boleh mem-
berilan cadangan vang ter-
baik. Kalau betul terbaik, tidalk
berlakulah kes yang turun naik
seperti saham. Mengapa kita
buat tidak tahu pula?

“KKM perlu kaji mengapa

ramal tidak mahu ambil dos
penggalak daripada membuat
ugutan kepada rakyat. Perkara
i perlu teliti semula. KKM
sepatutnya  mampu  untuk
menyakinkan rakyat untuk
mengambil vaksin.” katanya di
Dewan Rakyat.

King Sing turut menyebyt
mengenai  pampasan - komp-
likasi vaksin Covid-19 vyang
berlalau pada ramai individu.

“Rakyat tanya pada saya,
kerajaan lain bagi rakvat tun-
fut wang pampasan sehingga
setengah juta tapi kalau dalam
Malaysia dan berlaku komp-
likasi, kemungkinan. hanva
dua orang yang holeh tunmit
pampasan itu,” katanya,

Oleh PETAH WAZZAN ISKANDAR
|m|~;annew_s@nednanulh.com.rnv

PUTRAJAYA:  Malavsia  lkem-
bali mencatat peningkatan kes
positif Covid-19 semalam apabila
merekodkan 27,500 kes positif
berbanding kelmarin, 25,854 kes
tetapi diatasi 27,557 kes sembuh.

Ketua Pengarah Kesihatan,
Tan Sri Dr. Noor Hisham Abdul-
lah berkata, pesakit Covid-ig
yang memerlukan rawatan di
unit rawatan rapi (ICU) semalam,
merekodkan penurunan, 360 kes
berbanding kelmarin, 374 kes.

Katanya, jumlah  pesakit
Covid-19 yang memerlukan alat
bantuan pérnafasan turut mere-
kodkan penurunan kepada 194
kes berbanding kelmarin, 213
kes.

“Bagi kluster Covid-19 baharu
pula merekodkan peningkatan
sembilan  kluster ~ berbanding
kelmarin, tujuh kluster selali
gus menjadikan jumlah kluster
teckumpul sejak pandemik me-
landa negara iaitu 6,798 kluster.

“Kluster aktif dengan jumlah

g ks !
KES sembuh akibat Covid-19 mengatasi kes positif baharu semalam
yang antara lainnya disebabkan pengambilan dos penggalak.

terkini kekal 475 kluster seperti
jumiah  kelmarin, 475 kluster
manakala jumlah kluster yang
telah tamat sebanyak 6,323 lihis.
ter berbanding kelmarin, 6,314
kluster,” katanva dalam satu
kenyataan semalam.

Dr. Noor Hisham berkata,
sebanyalk 189 lkes hersamaan
0.69 peratus daripada 27,500 kes
positif Covid-19 hari ini, adalah
lategori tiga, empat dan lima.

Katanya, hali kes harian,
27,311 kes bersamaan 99,31 peTa-
tus adalah terdiri daripada kat-
egori satu dan dua.

“Bagi 152 kes kategori tiga,
empat dan lima, 25 kes atau 13.23
peratus tidal divaksinasi atan
belum lenglkap divalksinasi dan
89 kes atau 47.04 peratus telah
menerima dua dos vaksin Co-
vid-19 tetapi belum menerima
dos penggalal,
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PESAKIT kanak-kanak dilaporkan mula memenuhiwad unitrawatan rapi (1CU) dewasa di hospital
susulan peningkatan kemasukan kes Covid-19. - GAMBAR HIASAN/FAISOL MUSTAFA

Arahan mansuh
kuarantin dianggap
tergesa-gesa?

SAUDARA PENGARANG,

MENTERI Kesihatan, Khairy Jamaluddin
mengatakan tidal lagi perlu kuarantin bagi
kontak rapat kepada pesaldt Covid-19 seperti
sebelum ini. [a dilihat bertentangan dengan
perkembangan varian Omicron yang mudah
merebalk serta dijangkiti.

Beberapa pengguna media sosial
herkongsi pengalaman mereka dijangkiti
virns berkenaan selepas lima hari atau
tamat tempoh kuranlin (poest Covid-19). Jadi,
masih perlukah kerajaan tarik balik arahan
lkuarantin?

Malah kerajaan perlu faham, masih ramat
lagi rakyat tidak bertanggungiawab yang
tebas berada di luar mahupun ke pejabat
walaupun merupakan kontak rapat. Malah
ada juga vang bergejala tetapi masih degil
ke tempat awarn dan bekerja di pejabal.
1,ehih parah, kentak rapat boieh pula bercuti
menaiki penerbangan sehingga menyebabkan
jangkitan kepada pihalc lain.

Ramai yang Hidak mengemas kini status
sebagai kontal rapat di aplikasi MySejahtera
sekali gus menyebabkan mereka bebas
bergerak tanpa sekatan.

Malah Kementerian Kesihatan juga
mengeluarkan kenyataan vang katil di wad |
unit rawatan rapi (1ICU) dewasa di hospital
kini menempatkan kanak-kanak yang
memerlukan bantuan oksigen. Jadi, mengapa
perlu tergesa-gesa keluarkan arahan haharu?

sekarang pun sudah ramai mengabaikan
prosedur operasi standard (SOF) di tempat
awam menyebabkan jangkitan Covid-19

Malah kerajaan periu faham,
masih ramailagirakyat
tidak bertanggungjawab
yang bebas berada di

luar mahupun ke pejabat
walaupun merupalkan
kontak rapat.”

semakin meningkat. Melihat kepada hujah-
hujah ini, masih lagikah perlo tarik semula
arahan kuarantin bagi kontak rapat?

Walaupun kerajaan memikirkan tentang
ekonomi, Pilihan Raya Negeri (PRN) Johor
dan pelitik yang mahu orang ramai keluar
mengundi nanti, namun jangan sampai
membahayakan kesihatan orang awam.

Ya, mungkin ini salah satu cara untuk
negara capai status endemik tetapi lihatlah
juga paya hidup masyarakat yang degil untuk
terns mengamalkan SOP ditetapkan,

Sepala peraturan atan arzhan itu perfu
dibuat sefari dengan kepetluan dan
tahiap kesihatan serta kebolehjangkitan
terhadap rakyat. Tidak periu tergesa-gesa
mengeluarkan arahan baharu. Kekalkan
arahan sedia ada untuk keselamatan rakyat.

FITRI AHMAD
lKuala Lumpur
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RISING DEATHS

91pc OF B.I.D
UNAWARE OF

113 fatalities
between Feb 5
and 21 analysed,
says Khairy

VEENA BABULAL'
KUALA LUMPUR
news@nst.com.my

ROUGHT-IN-DEAD

(RID) cases are rising

and 91 per cent of the

victims were not aware
that they had been infected with
Covid-19.

Health Minister Khairy JJa-
maluddin yesterday said of the
113 BID cases analysed between
Teb 5 and 21, only nine per cent
knew their infection status.

*We are seeing many undetect-
eid BID cases, with 91 per cent
testing positive in the post-
mortem. That's when they were
found to have died due to Covid-
19,

“Based on our surveys, more
than 50 per cent of relatlves said
they believed that their family
members who died wers only
mildly ill and, as such, they were
not referred to a medical facllity
promptly.

“snd when the virus was de-
tected, it was too late and thelr
loved ones died at home or out-
side medical facilities,” Khairy
said at the opening of World
Heating Day atSerdang Hos -

tal. ;

Khairy advised those with el-
derly parents who displayed
symptoms, such as high fever or
persistent cough, to seek medical
assistance immediately.

He said in terms of morbidity

_and mottality, high-risk patients

invelved the elderly and those at
risk, especlally those who were
vaceinated with Sinovac and have
yel Lo teceived a booster dose.

A total of 350,000 senior cit-
izens have yet to receive their
booster shot, he added.

“Wwhile the Omicron wave is not
as ferocious as Delta, for the el-
derly, especially those with co-
morbidities, it is not just a mild
infection and it can be deadly.

“If they live with us and they
show any symptom, do not wait
and refer them to health facilities
fmmediately.”

Khairy said based on data from
the Health Ministry, those aged
70 and above who have recelved a

booster shol had an significantly
lower mortality rate.

He said boosters were !mpcr-
tant to prevent deaths and severe
illness due to Covid-19, especially
among those aged 70 years and
abowe, as well as those with un-
derlying diseases, such as dia-
betes and hypertension.

Khairy also confirmed that
Malaysia's daily Covid-19 deaths
had-reached three digits on
Wednesday, at 115,

The figure was also the highest
since Oct 7, when 132 fatalities
were reported.

He said the last time Malaysia
recorded a three-digit daily death
countwas onOct12, at 103,

Khairy said the format of re-
porting daily deaths was en-
hanced on Tuesday and the fig-
ure needed to be reported within
72 hours, and the registration of
cases was no longer needed be-
fore the numbers were logzed.

“As such, the count will be an-
nounced based on the number of
deaths teceived. daily from on-
the-ground reports, Previously,
they were announced only after
the registration of cases were
completed.

“This 'was among the factors
that caused a backlog in the re-
porting of cases. Altlmugh there
is still a slight backlog in the reg-
istration of cases, to ensure time-
liness of reporting the deaths,
waiting for repistration is no
longer needed and the deaths
have to reported within 72 hours
as decided by the ministry.

"I hope with this, we will get
more timely data on the number
of deaths,” he said, adding that
the median turnaround time for
reporting deaths w"s thrce days
until March 2,

e, however, confirmed that
the deaths reported. were not a
single-day count.

The reports, he said, were done

Hca.irh Mff!fqrer k}muy Janmfuddm .spcrrkm at mc o;wuug of Warid
Hearing Day at Serdang Hospital yesterday, BERHAMS PIC

within 72 hours and cases that
needad further investigations
could take berween four and six
weeks to be reported,

Khairy said of the 115 deaths
reported, 62, or 54 per cent, had
been logged following the three-
day timeline.

He said the switch was made so
that the ministry could get a bel-
ter picture of the real-time Covid-
19 situation on the ground.

Khalry said there should be a
holistic approach to viewing the
number of deaths,

“Deaths do not just refer to the
dafly death count. What is most
impaortant is the case fatality rate,
where we take the number of
deaths over cases to gauge the
severity of the wave,

"The ministry is trying to un-
derstand whar is taking place and
how severe Omleron is. That's
why this indicator is important, I
we fust take the number of
deaths, it does not represent
whatis happening.”

He said this would also give a
better picture of the current state
of the outhreak in preparation for
the country’s transition to the en-
demic phase.

Khairy said on Tuesday, the
case fatality ratio was 0.2 per
cent, while the overall ratio
throughout the pandemic has
been 0.9 per cent, which meant
that the latest ratio was lower
than the cumulative ratio.

*“This means the severity of the
disease now is lower than during
the Delta wave last year.”

He said besides representing
the severlty of the illness in real-
time, the case fatality ratio was
alsp used to look at the prognosis
of the iliness and gauge the im-
pact of new treatments.

Page 1 pic: People wearing face
masks arriving at the Masjid
Jamek LRT station last month.
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COVID-19 DEATHS RISE T0 115

Number of
daily cases
increased to 27,500

VEENA BARULAL
KUALA LUMPUR
NeWwsiNSt.Com.my

OvID-19 deaths shot up
from 78 to 115 within 24
hours on Wednesday.
This is the highest num-
ber since Oct 7. 2021, when 132
fatalities were reported. The
number of deaths has heen on an
upward trend since Feb 6.

Cases also rose for the second
consecutive day, from 25,854 on
‘Monday to 27500 on Wednesday,

On Sunday, 23,100 new Infee-
tions were reported.

Of the deaths, 36 have been
classified as brought in deac.

The death toll is now 32,942,

Johor recorded the most deaths
at 25, This was followed by Sabah
{24), Selangor (18), Kedah (cight).
Negri Sembilan (eight), Perak
{seven), Kuala Lumpur (six), Pa-
hang [(six). Kelantan (four),

Penang (three), Melaka (two],-

Petlis (two), Sarawalc (one) and
Terengganu {one).

No deaths were reported in
Putrajaya and Labuan.

Up to Wednesday, there were
293479 active cases, with 8,182
peaple hospitalised.

Of this, 360 were in intensive
care units [ICUs), 194 af whom
required breathing aid. The ven-
tilator-use rate nationwide stood
at 40 per cent.

A total of nine states recorded
1CU occupaney rates of above 50
per cent., '

Putrajaya had the highest
OCCUPAnCYy rate at 67 percent. Itis
followed by Perlis (64 per cent),
Kelantan (60 per cent), Johaor
(59 per cent), Kuala Lumpur
{88 per cent) Sabah (35 per
cent), Melaka (53 per cent) and
Selangor (51 per cent).

For non-ICU beds, 11 states
recorded ocecupancy rates of
more than 50 per cent,

Selangor had an occupancy
rate of 113 per cent, and-Kuala
Lumpur and Perak had rates of
105 and 102 per cent, respective-
Iy,

Only Melaka had a non-ICU
bed-use rate of below 50 per
cent.

The state, however, recorded
the highest bed-use rate at Jow-
risk quarantine and treatment
centres at 6l per cent.

The ministry also reported
27,557 recoveries,

A total of 189 cases, ar 0.69 per
cent, up to Wednesday were in

categories3to 5, and the restwere
incategories 1and 2.

Of the 189 severe-to-critical
Covid-19 cases, 25 (or 13.23 per
cent) involved those who were
unvaceinated or partially vacci-
nated, and 89 (or 47 per cent)
were fully vaccinated but yet to
receive a booster shot.

A toral of 38 cases (or 20.11 per
cent) had received their booster
dose, 108 (or §7.14 per cent) in-
volved those aged 60 and above,
and 48 cases (254 per cent) had
comorbidities.

Nine new clusters were record-
ad up to Wednesday, bringing the
number of active clustérs
to 475,

ANIMATED TWINS

Upin & Ipin’

become

PICKids ambassadors

KUALA LUMPUR: Popular animat-
ed twins Upin & Ipin have always
played their part in promoting
public health campaigns, espe-
cially in Aghting Covid-19,

Animation studio Les’ Copague
Production announced yesterday
that the twins had been made the
official ambassadors for the
Covid-19 National Immunisation
Programme for Children (PICK-
ids) by Health Minister Khalry Ja-
maluddin.

The announcement, made on
the Upin & Ipin lnstagram ac-
count, showed Les' Copague's
latest short fihm featuring the
twins alongside an animated ver-
sion of Khairy at a vaccination
centre in their village of Kam-
pung Durian Runtuh.

In the video, Upin and Tpin are
seen arriving at the centre, ac-

¥ 5

vaccinated,

An animaied version of Health Minister Khairy Jumatuddin is seen
with Upin and Ipin in a video encowraging children to get

companied by their grandmather
Uda and their elder sister Ros,

A doctor administers the
Covid-1% vaccine to Upin, fol-
lowed by Ipin, and both brothers
remark that the jabs were not
painful,

Upin and Ipin then face the
camera and encourage children
to get vaccinated under PICKids,

“Let’s all get the PICKids vac-
cination today!” they say.

Khairy. as an animated char-
acter, joins them on camera and
says: “Congrarulations! Protect
yourself, protect your children,
protect everybody!”

Khairy and the twins are then
joined by their classmates, Devi,
Mei Mei, Jagiit and Fizi.

As the credits roll, Upin and
Tpin sign off with their catch-
phrase: *Betul, betal, betull”

1.0 i o ¥ ke e Y ey - :
A girl watching a boy recefve a dose of the Covid-I9 vacoine at the Axiata Arena vaccination centre in Bukit

Jalil yesterday, PIC BY HAZREEN MOHAMAD

SCHOGL KOLIDAYS

417 walk-in vaccination centres for kids added -

KUALA LUMPUR: A total of 412
walk-in vaccination centres have
been added to the Covid-19 Na-
tional Immunisation Programme
for Children (PICKids) for those
aged Stoll,

Deputy Health Minister Datuk
Dr MNoor Aznmi Ghazali an-
nounced this as a move (o fap
into the menth-long schoel hol-
idays that began on Ieb 26 and
end on March 20,

He said this was (o supplement
the walk-in vaccingtion centres
that began operating in the Klang
Valley on Tuesday, including the
World Trade Centre Kuala
Lumpur, Axiata, IDCG and Soka
Gakkai vaccination centres,

“If the guota for daily vacci-
nations runs out, parents can
choose to return to the centre the
nextday.

"“They can also book waccina-

tion slots for their children via
MySejahtera,” he said yesterday.

Parents who registered their
children on MySeiahtera would
receive links of available slots,

Arotal 904,368 children, or 28.5
per cent of the 3.6 miliian chil-
dren aged 5 to 11, have received at
least one dose of the Covid-19
vaccine up to Tuesday.

The PICKids programme began
on Feb 3.
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DETERMINING ENDEMICITY

SPECIFY PARAMETER

ROPONENTS of endemic-

ity need to specify quan-

titatively the parameters

that constitute endemicity
an that it is very clear o all what it
means.

The first parameter is quite easy
to specify: the capacity of the pub-
lic healtheare systen based on bed
utilisation ratein intensive careunit
{ICUywards.

This is necessary because ende-
micity must he associated with
infections that will not paralyse the
healthcare system. v

Tenee, a warning system should
be developed to let all especially
frontliners know whether at any
pointin time the healtheare system
can cope with the number of daily
infections,

Eor instance, the use of colour
coding where green denotes bed
utilisation rate in 1CUs of below 50
per cent, erangedenafesautilisation
rate of 50 to 80 per cent and yellow
is a rate of between 80 and 100 per
cent, ared finally red, nhove 100 per
cent.

As long as this rate is in green
or nrangs, the situation is endemic

)E|

IC

because the hospital can cope with
rising Infections.

The first sign of danger s vellow
when the rate is 80 to 100 per cent,
which means private hespitals need
tohe roped into increase the capac-
ity nf the healtheare system before it
gets overwhelmed,

Once the bed utilisation rate
is 100 per cent, then the army
wotld have to be roped in to setup
maore field hospitals, With the capac-
ity of the healtheare system being
taken care of, endemlicity issustain-
able.

Next is the death numbers. Pro-
ponents say, we can really move
very fast tnwards endemicily in as
zhort a time as possible by remov-
ing all restrictions, and opening all
borders.

But they do admit this will lead
to a surge of infections so high that
the healthcare system eannol cope,
and people will die forlack of oygen
supplementation because there is no
room for them at hospitals.

Itis, thus, the human cost because
all lives matter, preventing the pro-
potents of endemicity from imple-
menting this superfast approach.

E

Tut what does all lives matter
means when we know that Covid-19
will canse some deaths?

What ate the death numbers
that we can live with during enda-
micity? One way Lo arrive at a proxy
number is to compare it with other
endemic viruses like the common
cold.

From the average figures of
deaths a dayfweek/monthfyear
caused by the comman eold in the
past 10 years, we can then vuse this
average proxy figure to denote the
number of deaths that's consistent
with endemicity.

Finally, specifying guantita-
tively the parameter on daily cases
“when thevirusis circulating among
us without heing the threat like
now”, This is very difficult to deter-
mine.

In the past, when rhe daily infec-
tian figures were consisiently in the
three digits, this was considerad as
threateningencugh to merit a Move-
ment Control Order.

‘The last time we had athree-digit
daily infection was in September
2020 afterthe Sabah state election.

50, what this means is the

- E

Bed utilisation rate is avong the fuciors that can determine e ngtiog's

A

transition to endernicity, PIC BY MOHD FADLI HAMZAH

daily infection number consist-
ent with endemicity 15 a moving
number like a moving average,
depending on the surge of cach
wave.

For now that number could be
below 5,000 cases a day because
before we experienced the current
S-digit surge, the daily infection

numbers were hovering below that
far quire a long time, accom panied
by the feeling that things were quite
normizl as if we were already inan
endemic phase.

JAMARI MOHTAR
Fditor of Let's Talk!
Huala Lumpur
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New travel rules welcomed

Dropping six-day Covid-19 test will boost tourism, say operators

By JUNAID IBRAHIM
newsdesk@thestar.com.my

~ PETALING JA¥A: The move to drop the Covid-
19 fests over six days for travellers arriving in
Malaysia from abroad has been lauded by the
local tourism players. )

Local travel operators said the move could
help boost tourism and encourage more people
tn visit the couniry via the air and land Vaccinated
Travel Lane (VTL) programime between Malaysia
and Singapore, Langkawi International Tourism
Bubhle (LITB) and One Stop Centre (0SC) for
short-term huginess visitors.

Travellers need only to he tested two days
before arrival and upon arrival. They no longer
nead to self-test on the 2nd, 4th and 6th days and
be tested by doctors on the 3rd, Sth and 7th days.

Malacca  Tourism  Association  president
Madelina Kuah said they welcomed the move.

“Mnst airlines require travellers to get tested
nsing the palymerise chain reaction (PCR) test
hefare hoarding their Mights. Once the test result
is negative, it should be fine hecause the risk of
infection is mueh lower,” she said.

Kuah said travellers should feel confident
about the new guidelines as Iong as they lollow
the 50T, such as wearing face masks, using sani-
tiser and maintaining physical distancing.

Travel agency Go Tifi co-founder Datuk Indera
Naresh Mohan said the move would allow inter-

W
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natinnal tourists te explore beyond Langkawi to
other parts of the country.

However, he said it is too early to gauge how
the move would impact the industry as the bor-
ders are still closed to most travellers.

Singapore-based Malaysian engineer Leong
Chew Ping, who plans to return to Malaysia
via the VTl said he would still practise the
daily tests to ensure his safety and those arnund
him.

The 26-year-old, wha is attending his universi-
ty graduation ceremony in 5abah, said dropping

the requirement would also undoubtedly help
the alder travellers who are not familiar-with
using the self-test kits,

"T think the move will encourage maore peaple
to travel to Malaysia, especially when they need
not have to do daily sell-tests and visit clinics for
a supervised RTE-test on days three and seven”
said Leong.

Another traveller whe wanted to be known as
Sonia said that as a responsible traveller, she
would adhere to the guidelines when visiting her
family in Kuala Lumpur.

However, Langkawigo Escape Holidays man-
aging director Mohd Fadhillah Mohd Rodzi said
the move would impact tourist guides and rental
car service providers as their services would be
less needed now.

“When LITE was first introduced, it helped the
car rental providers and tourists guides to get
some income by assisting the visitors in getting
their Covid-19 tests,

"However, their services will no longer be
nesded now, and thus would Inse a source of
income,” he said,

On  Monday, Health Minister Khairy
Jamaluddin said they dropped the requirement
for travellers under the three programmes to
undergo the Covid-19 RTK-Ag tests,

The existing S0P and protocols are still in
effect Tor travellers who do not enter the country
through the three programmes.

RM4.7bil. spent on buying Covid-19 vaccines

EUALA LUMPUR: An estimated
RM4.72hil has been spent on pur-
chasing 88.1 milllon doses of Covid-
19 waccme for the National Covid-19
Immunisation Programme, says the
Tealth Ministry.

This includes 20.4 million doses
of Sinavac and 44.8 million doses of
Corminaty for adults and adoles
cents as well as another 6.6 million
doses for childreit.

The government also acquired

“The ministry also received LDV
syringe and needle contributions of
2.7 million units worth RM891,000.”

Health Ministry

Vdlume (LDV) syringes and needles
were procured for the administra-
tion of the vaccine at a cost of
RM36.83mil.

“At the same tume, the ministry
alsn recefverd LDV syringe and nee-
dle contributions of 2.7 million
units worth RM891,000," it said.

On the number of vaceines dis-
posed, the ministry said it was still

.compiling data and conducting ver-
ification on this and could only

6.4 million doses of AstraZeneca
fromihe World Health Organisation-
hacked Cowid-19 Vaccines Glabal
Aecess (Cowax) Facility, 6.4 million
doses of AstraZeneca from Oxford
University. and 3.5 million dnses of
Canbing,

This brought the number of vac-
cine doses purchased to a total of
88.1 million doses, covering
143.13% of the population, or 46.03
million adults, adolescents and chil-
dyen,

“intil Feb 18, 2022, the [ealth
Ministry has ordered 88.1 million

doses of the Covid-19 vaccine with
an estimated cost of ’RMA4.72bil for
immunisation of the adult popula-
tiom, adalescents and children,

“Given that the govermment is
bound by a non-disclosure agree-
ment (NDA) with vaccine manufac-
turers, the details of each agree-
ment cannat be disclosed including
the price of the vaccine.

“However, the procurement cost
for each type of vaccine has been
explained in the Public Accounts
Committee (PAC) proceedings in
Parliament held on Aug 2, 2021."

said the ministry i a written reply
in the Dewan Rakyat here yester-
day.

This was In response o a ques-
tion’ by Lim Lip Eng (PH-Kepong)
who asked the Health Minister to
state the number. of vaccines, nee-
dles and syringes as well a5 related
supplies purchased by the govern-
ment sinee 2020, and the cost,

Lim also asked about the tatal
dose of vaccines disposed and the
reasons for their disposal.

The ministry said a total of
89,082,500 units of Low Dead

inform the public once the process
is tompleted,

Among the causes of Covid-19
wastage and disposal were ssues
with temperalure deviations that
compromise the quality, safety and
effectiveness of the Covid-19 vac-
cing, it added,

For more storjes:
Seepage &

Obesity has
reached
‘alarming
level
warns MOH

KUALA LUMPUR: Half of the
Malaysian adult population is either
overweight or obese, with the
Health Minstry swarning that the
matter was reaching an alarming
leval . ;

Out of 50.1% of Malaysian adults,
30.4% were overweight and 19.7%
obese, according to the National
Health and Morbidity Survey
(NHMS) 2019,

Obesity rates are also rising each
year, from 14% in 2006 to 15.1%
(2011) and 17.7% (2015} according
to the NWHMS studies conducied
then. The next study will be con-
ducted in 2024,

“The problem of obesity and
being overweight in Malaysia is
now al an alarming level.

“The definition of being over-
weight is having a Bedy Mass Index
(BMI) of between 25.0 and 29.9 kgl
m2, while lor obesity, the BMI 15
from 30.0 kg/m2 and above,” the
ministry said in a written parlia-
mentary reply at the Dewan Rakyat
here yesterday.,

Datuk Dr Shahruddin Md Salleh
(Pejuang-Sri Gading) questicned the
Health Minister about the obesity
rate in the country and what the
ministry was doing about it,

To address the izsue, the ministry
saifl a working committee it furmed
produced 4 document outlining 42
policies to tackle obesity in the
coGntry.

“Until 2022, a total of 1 policies
have been implemented, including
mandating a weight management
programme at selected ministries
or departments, imposing an excise
tax on sweet sugary drinks and pre-
mixed heverages, as well as enfore-
ing a ban on advertising to chil-
dren's food and beverages with
high contents of fats, saltand sugar”
said the ministry.

It has also formulated the
Mational Planof Action for Nutrition

b oof Malaysia (2016-2025), National
| Straregic Plan for Non-Communi-

cable Disease (2016-2025) and a
Policy to Combat Ohesity (2016-
2025) as the framewark for action
to-addvess food and nutrition chab
lenges in the country,

Today is World Obesity Day.
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Most BID cases had no inklin

Kin of those brought in dead in the dark about infection until post-mbrte

By WANI MUTHIAH
wani@thestarcom.my

KLANG: The majority of those
hrought in dead [BID) to hospitals
were unaware they had Covid-19,
says Khairy Jamaluddin.

In disclosing the worrying trend,
the Health Minister said the fami-
lies of these BID cases harl also been
in the dark until post-maortems were
done,

“We analysed data [rom Feh 5 to
Feb 21 and found that 91 % of the
113 BID cases had not known they
had contracted Covid-19," he told
reporters  after Jaunching the
natinnal level World Hearing Day
2022 at Serdang Hospital.

Due to this, Khairy urged those
suffering, vspecially the clderly, to
be immediately taken to hospital if
they displayed any Covid-19 symp-
tonme such as fever, fu or cough,

Sabah recorded the highest num-
ber with 35 BID cases - all nf which
had pone undetected for Covid-19
prior to death.

This was closely followed by

: THE STAR
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Selangor with 25 BID cases, of
which 19 had gone undiagnosed.

“Based on our survey, maore than
50% of those who died were not
referred to health facilities gquickly
as they were unaware of the infec-
tion,"” said Khairy.

He added it was already too late
when they finally realised it was
Cowvid-19,

He also urged the 350,000 elderly
SinoVac recpients who have nol
received their hooster shots yet to
do it as soon as possible.

He reminded them that Covid-19
can kill elderly people with compr-
bidities.

On another matter, Khairy said
he would be meeting the parents of
13-year-old Revnesh Kumar in his
office today.

The teen reportedly died last
manth, almost three weeks after
being vaccinater,

Khairy added the post-mortem
report has already been released
and he would be sharing the find-
ings with the deceased'’s parents.

T will be meeting the parents in

my office temarrow morming and |
feel it is best I meet with them first

before  anything is  publicly
announced,” he added,
The Health Ministry  also

announced a change in how the
daily Covid-17 death toll is reporied.

It said fatalities will he announced
aceording to the fgures received
[rom the field on a daily basis,

"This is because previously, death
reports received were only annou-
need after ease registration at the
state Jevel was completed. )

“This sometimes took'a while,
causing a ‘backlog of Cowid-19
death cases.

"To ensure the timeliness of
deaths being reported, cases now
must be reported within 72 hours of
death as stipulated by the Health
Ministry,” it said in a statement,

A tofal of 115 Covid-19 deaths
were reported pn March 2, out of
which 62 oecurred within the Jast
three days.

The ministry said the remaining
53 cases pccurred prior to the
T2-hour mark.

“This figure is the highest repor-
ed during the Omicron wave and
the highest since Oct 7, 2021, when
there were 132 deaths,

“The last fime a three-digit death
toll was reported was on Oct 12 last
year with 103 Covid-19 fatalitins,”
the” ministry said in a statement
yesterday.

It reiterated that the number of
deaths announced for March 2 is
notthe number of deaths that necur
in one day.

“As mentioned, a death report is
made within 72 hours and for cases
that require further investigation,
such as post-mortem studies or lah-
oratory tests, it can take up to four
to six weels to be reported,” the
ministry added.

The Health Ministry also said that
moving farward, a holistic approach
must be taken, especially in looking
at mortality data.

"Mortality does not only refer w

the daily death tate. but mare

impartantly to the Case Fatality
Rate ([CTR).
“This. is hecause when we head

Detect hearing loss early to avoid adverse effects’

KLANG: The government wants to
go the extra mile tn identily the
hearing impaired by detecting the
disability as early as possible.

Health Minister Khairy
Jamaluddin said one of the meas-
ures taken was identifying hearing
impairment among newhnrns.

“Tn line with the Disabled Peaple’s
Act, the Health Ministry has taken
steps to jdentify hearing problems
from an early age through the
Universal Newborn Hearing
Screening (UNHS).

“Through this screening pro-
gramime, it was [ound that perma-
nent hearing dizability was four
cases  for every 1,000 habies
sereened,” said Khairy b his speech

Hundreds
more PPV
for PICKids

KUALA LUMPUR: In conjuncton
with the schoal holidays, an addi-
tonal 412 wvaccination centres
(PP} hitve been provided for walk-
ins under the MNational Covid-19
Immunisation Programme for
Children (FICKids), says the Health
Ministry.

Deputy Health Minister Datuk Dr
Noor Azini Ghazali said the exercise
hegan on Feb 26.

“During the school holidays, par-
ents who have vel to get a vaccina-
fion appointment for their children
aged five to 12 are encouraged to
bring them to a nearby PPV on a
walk-in basis,

“Tf the vaceination qunta for chil-
deen at the PPV has been exhausted
for the day. parents can chaoose o
come back the next day or register
the child to get a slot in the MySej-
ahtera app,” Bernama gquoted him

at the launch of the national level of
the World Hearing Day 2022 al
Serdang Hospital,

There were currently 44 public
hospitals nationwide thal carried
ouf the UNHS programme.

According to Khairy, only 62% of
newborn babies have undergone
screening for hearing problems
under this programme to date.

He said the nwmbers must
improve to meet the 55% and above
target set by the Internatinnal Joint
Committee an Infant Hearing.

It was crucial 1o detect hearing
loss amang babies and children as it
is a hidden disability, and he said
failure to detect it early would
adversely impact their future,

NS R TR
“Bring them fo a
nearby PPV on

a walk-in basis.”
Datuk Dr Noor Azmi Ghazali

P T Sy
as saying yesterday, '
Dr MNoor Azmi said parents or

pguardians who register their chil-
dren theough MySejzhtera will he

given a link where they can choosa

the date and location for the vacei-
natiem.

Walk-ins under PICKids has been
implemented At several PPV in the
Kang Valley, namely the Kuala
Lumpur World Trade Centre
(WTCKL), Axiata PPV, IDCC PPV and
Snka Gakkai PPV,

As of yesterday, a total of
929,733 children or 26.2% of the
child population aged between
five and 11 have received their
first dose of the vaccine through
PICKids.

“Because of this, T hope we can-

expand this programme, and | want
the UNHE [or babies born in
Malaysia to be made a national
heaith agenda, in line with the prac-
tice in developed nations,”

He said the main challenges faced
in earrying out the screening were
acquiring more up-to-date equip-
ment, having sulficient experts
such ps audiclogists and support
groups, and coordinaden and col-
labaration among the ministry,
state, and hospitals.

Given the government's target
and challenges to increase sereen-
ing among newhorns, Khairy said
a spefcial committee must oversee
the current National Far and

Hearing Care (NEHC) programme
under the medical development
unit to oversee the strategic plan-
ning and coordination of the
UINHS,

This was to ensure that early
interventinn could be earried oul to
deal with newhorns with hearing
problems. |

Khairy also said there were
40,743 vegistered hearing-impaired
adults and children in Malaysia as
of Dec 31, 2021.

However, he added that the num-
bers were lower than in previous
SUrveys,

Given this, he urged hearing-im-
Paired to register and receive the
available aid.

Slight dip in ICU bed
occupancy nationwide

PETALING JAVA: The occupancy
rate at intensive care units (ICUs) in
seven: states, including Putrajaya
aned Kuala Lumpur, were over 50%
as at Wednesday, down from eight
states the day before.

Putrajaya was highest at 67%,
followed by Perlis (64%), Kelantan
(60%), Johor {599}, Kuala Lumpur
(58%), Sabah (55%). Melaka (53%),
Selangor (51%), and Penang (50%),

As - [or Covid-19 Integrated
Quarantine and Treatment Centres
(PKRC), only Melaka has an occu-
pancy rate of above 50%, at 610,
said Health director-general Tan Sri
Dr Noor Hisham Abdullal.

He added that bed usage at none
ICU wards were ahove 50% in
Selangor (113%), Kuala Lumpur
(106%), Terak (102%), Kelantan
(93%), Perlis (317%), Pahang (70%),
Putrajaya (67%), Johor (A%,
Sarawak (64%), Penang (61%), and

Sabah {53%:).

“As at March 2, the number of
Covid-19 hospifalised cases was
1,841, From this, 677 cases were
in Categories 3.4 and 5 while
1,164 cases-were in Calegories 1
and 2" he said in a statement yes-
terday,

Dr Noor Hisham also said there
were 27,500 new cases, which Lirin-
gs the total cumulative cases to
3.496.090, along with 27.557 recov-
Bries. )

Of the new -cases reported, 189
(0.69%) were in Categories 3, 4, and
5; while the remaining 27,311
(99.31%) were in Categnries 1 and
|

There were 428 imported cases
involving 389 Malaysians and 39
non-Malaysians, he said,

QF the new cases, 360 required
treatment at an IC0; 139 confirmed
casesand 221 suspected cases,

towards an endemic point of view,
the CFR i5 an accurate indicator of
mortality when providing a clearer
picture of the current epidemic sitn
atinn.

“Death rates are typically used as
a measure of disease severity and
are often used for prognosis (pre-
dicting disease course or outeome),
whereas low CFR rates indicate low
disease severity,

“It can be wsed to assess the
effects of new treatments and the
severity of the disease decreases as
treatment improves.

“The CFR is caloulated by dividing
the number of deaths from a par-
ticular disease in a given perind of
time by the number of individials
diagnnsed with that disease during
that same period of time

“The resulting ratio is then multi-
plied by 100 to produce a percent-

age" it added
EEeE
Watch the video
TheStarTV.com [

CoronaVac
approved
for younger
children

KUALA LUMPUR: The CoranaVac
Suspension for Injection Covid-19
Vactine (Vero Cell} Tnactivated has
been approved for children aged
five tn 11, says Health director-gen-
eral Tan Sri Br Noor Hisham
Alduliah.

He announced conditional regi
tration approval was agreed to by
the Drug Control Authority (DCA) at
its meeting yesterday.

The vaccine is produced by Sing-
vac Life Sciences Co Ltd China ani
Pharmaniaga Lifescience Sdn Bhid.

DOr Noor Hisham said this was the
second Covid-13 vacdine approved
for children aged five to 11 as the
Lomirnaty vaccine was approved
for the group on jan 6.

“CoromaVae was earlisr approved
for conditional use for individuals
aged 12 and above,” he said in a
statement yesterday,

Br Noar Hishim said the meeting
alsn agreed on conditional approval
for Paxlovid and Ritonavir for use
in Covid-19 treatment among adults
aged 18 and above, who do not need
oxygen therapy and were in high-
risk of severe symptams.

However, he said Paxlovid was
not aimed at being used as a substi-
tute for Covid-19 vaccination,

"The Health Ministry wishes to
announce the conditional approval
still requires quality, safery and effi-
cacy information of the vaccine and
the antivirus will be continuously
monitered by the MNatinnal
Pharmaceutical Regulatory Agency
[MPRA) based on the latest data,

“This is to ensuwre the comparison
of benefit over risk for the vaccine
o remain positive™ he said, -
Bernama
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March 31 deadline for booster dose is final, says Khairy

SERDAMNG: The March 31 deadline
for  Sinovac  primary  vaccine
recipients 1o get honster shots 1o
retain their fully vaceinated stats is
final, said lealth Minister IKhairy
famaludilin, adding that afier the
ditte, their vaccinatinn status will

vaccinatinn staus will change fiom
vellaw ta white, 1tis final.”

Proviously, the Health Ministry
T said that vaccine recipients aged
60 aned above and Sinovac recipients
aged 18 and above must receive their
Iooster shals belore Telb 26 (o retain
their fully vaccinated status,

Khairy alsasaid that to date, a total
of 35,000 senior citizens who are
Sinowvae primary vaceine recipienis
have yet to receive the booster dose.

“Tar the elderly, a booster dose
has heen shown o prevent -the
adverse  effects  of  Covid-19,

Khairy  saifl Sinovace primary
viceing pecipients could now get
henster shots ar vaccination centres,
withou the need for an appeinuneni.

On another matter, Khairy said he
wald  mect  the  poents of
13-year-old  Ravnesh Kumar, who

annoinnced, becnose the deta
huaith and death are conliden
m Feh 26, 8 portal reporiod t
the parerts of e boy, wlindiel
weeks aflter being vaccinated, called
on the refevamt parties to explain the
cause nf death of their oniy child

change to “incomplete’] if they have
net receive the third dose

“Sarting April 1, - for Sinovag
primary vacelne reciplents aged 18
and above and senior citizens who

However, Khairy said in a press
conference on Feb 24 that the period
to abtain a booster dnse for the
groups would be extended  amil

Therefore, itis imporant to get it
“The Omicron wave is nor seen o
be as aggressive as Delta. But for the
elderly, especially  these  with
comorbidities, it will not be 2 mild

allegedly died after receiving the

Covid-1% vaccine on Dec 20, adding .

that @ wmeeting with the parents
winld be held ar his office
"tis better o meet the parents of

The boy is said to have collapsed
inside a 1t of his housing block on
Jan 16 while on his way 1o 4 karate
class before heing rushed o the
Kajang Hospital, wherr he was

have not taken a booster dose, their

warch 31,

disease as this can lead to death”

No privacy issues
with MyS) Trace feature

2 Dataonly accessible by
authorised staff andused
exclusively for contact
tracing

™ BY EMILY JESSINTA
netusdeskathesindaily.com

PETALING JAYA: The public necd not be
concerned about privacy issues when using
MyS] Trace on the MySejahitera app.

The MyST tearm at the Health Ministry will
not have access tn MyS] Trace information
without approval from Covid paositive
patients, said University Malya Medical
Centre head of Public Health Department Dr
Victor Hoe.

Tnedividuals concerned necd to agree o
participate and upload the MyS[ Trace
information to be accessed by the MyS] team,

He said the MyS] Trace feature serves
many  purposes, such as tracking the

TEMPEST DEBRIS
parts of Selangar yesterday.

movement of others in the vicinity of the user
and identifying Covid-positive individuals
and close contacts using an algovithm to
provide the duration and distanee of contact.,

"Having this mfonmation would make it
easy for the Health Ministry to track and trace
all close contacts, This will enable those whio
are in close contact to be gquarantined and
take necessary action to prevent further
transmission. )

“The information in My5] Trace s only
accessible by the MyS) team at the ministry
and authorised stalf ar the districe health
office. They will only use the information to do
contact tracing, .

“H is important that everyone activates the
Mysl Trace feature, as this would allow
tracking and tracing of all close contacts.”

WvS] Trace works throuigh Bluetooth
technology, The system is able (o capture the
interaction time and the distance of the
people in the interaction. The MyS] team
would be able to use the ininn‘n.dtmn rn
determine  whether  the  indivi

MySejahtera app would he prompied o
manually provide a list of close contacts,

e two methods, manual update and
update through My8] Trace, will provide a
maore complete picture of the close contacts,
This will also reduce the ammmt of work for
the healthcare worker at the district fevel
when doing contact tracing.

Universitt  Malaya  professor  of
Epidentiology and Public Health at the
Favulty of Medicine, Dr Sanjay Rampal, said
the scanning of location via Uit codes was a
short-term solutinn.

“MyST Trace is a good initative to digialise
contact tracing. However, to increase its
uptake, the public may require greater
assurance on e tansparency on data use
and ownership and that the data will only be
used for eonract tracing purposes,

"One goad incentive is loallow those using
MyS] Trace 1o foregn the scanning of OR
codes, thus incrensing the Iary-in of such an
initiative.

concerned are clnse contacts.
Hoe said apart from using MyS| Trace, all
Covid-positive individuals who update the
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62.9% of adults given booster shots

KIIATA LUMPTIR: A wotal of 14 810832
individuals (62.9% of ihe adult population)
have received booster shots as of Wednesday.

The CovidNOW  website  showed
22,951,398 {97.5%) of adults have completed
their vaccination, while 23,231,225 [98,7%)
have received af least one dose,

For childien aged between five and 11, 2
total of 920,733 [26.2% of the group) have
recefvedd their first dose under the National
Coowid-19 Immuamisation

Programme  for

Children (PICKis) as of Wednesday,

For adotescents aged between 12and 17, a
total of 2,802,265 (90.1%) have completed
their vaccination, while 2,898,417 (93.2%)
have received at least one dose.

On  Wednesday, 97534 doses  were
administered, with 26,923 as first doses, 7,389
as second shots and 69,222 as boosters, with
the total number of doses given under the
National Covid- 19 Immunisation Programme
[PICK) currently at 67,416,313

“With d d risk of severe disease in
the Omicron wave, it may he a gtmd time 10
reassess whether contact tracing is sill a
prioity for the pandemic management”

fall acioss

a road di

Accarding 1o the Health Minfsiry GiHub
portal, 115 deaths due to Covid-19 were
recorded  on Wednesday, with  Johor
recording the highest nonber at 25, followed
by 24 ins Babaly, 1 in Selangor, cight each in
Kedahand Negri Sembilan, seven in Perak, six
each in Pahang and Kuala Lampur, four in
Kelantan, three in Penang, two each in
1 oand Peris, while Sarawak and
Terengganu  each recorded one  death.

— Thernara

the boy first before anything s

propounced dead, - Bernama

Most deceased were
unaware of infection

SERDANG: Abowt 91% of hrought-in-dead (13117)
relatedl to Covid-19 involved individuals who were
unaware they had contracted the virus, said Healih
Minisler Khairy Jamaluddin,

Tie said this was hased on an an: X
the Health Ministry on 113 BID coses between Fely
Sand 21.

"We saw an increase in BID eases, those who
died before they could get weatment ar health
facifitics, and this is worrying,

"We have done an analysis for this period and
found thar M% did nol realise ey contacted
Covid-19. They were fuund positive when the
ministry did roses”

Khairy advised the public, especially senin
citizens with symptoms like (ever and cough, o
immuediately seek reatment at health facilities,

"Based on a survey by the mini mare than
0% of the next-of-kin considered their sickness
mild and did not quickly refer them to health
facilitics, and it was too late by the time i was
detected.”

On reporting .of Covid-related deaths, Khairy
said brginning March 1, the announcement of
such fatalities would be hased on figures received
from the field every day.

“The ministry has improved the reporting
process for deaths. Previeusly, deaths reporied
would only he announced after the process of
registering the cases was completed at the state
level. Therefore, them was a delay in the
announeement, and this was a convibuting factor
1o the backlog on anmounesment of deaths”

He added that o ensure prompt reparting of
Cowvid deaths, fatal case figures would no longer
need o Tirst go through the registration process,
and would be reported within 72 hours of death.

Khairy also said occupancy at the intensive care
units  {ICH]  for Covid  padents were sl
manageable, adding thal the ministry has 2,210
[CLI beds that can be deployed natiomwide,

“Wost of the [CIT cases are those with high risks.
50 far, there are 361 Covid-19 patients 10 1C17
- Bernama

Less than 0.1% of cases

in categories 310 5

KUALA LUMPUR: A towal of 189 ((L69%) of the
27,500 new Covid-19 cases recorded patiomyide
on Wednesday were in eategories Throe, Four, and
Five,

Health Directos-General Tan S Dr Noor-
Hisham Abdullah added that 27,311 cases were in
categaries One and Twno,

"OF the 189 cases in categories Thiee (o Five, 25
imvalved nnwaerinated individoals ar those who
have vet o complete thelr vaceinatdon while #9
cases were fully vaccinated.”

Among them, 38 cases had received heon
shats, 100 involved individuals oged 60 |
and 48 of those afflicred have comorbiditics,

He saiel o total of 1,841 cases were 'ulmmm'l I
hospitals on Wednesday, comprising #77 o in
categories Three Lo Five, and 1,161 ca in
categaries One and Two,

Moor Fisham also said 27557 recovered cases
were reported on Wednesday, bringing the
cumulative number of recoverics in the eonntey 1
BA60.669,

He added that a total of 16U £ases required
ammend inintensive cave units (1C0), with 194
se8 MegqUIring Tespicatory support.

On ICU accupancy, he sald nine states recorded
bed udlisation of mare than 50%, nameky in
Putrajava (G7%), Parlis (64%], Kelantn [607%),
Johor (597, Kuala Lompur (58%), Sabah {55%),
Malacea (53%), Selangor(51%) and Perang (50% ).
- lernama
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