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Malaysia-Singapura benar
semula rentas sempadan

Dua negara
sependapat
situasi COVID-19
kini dalam

fasa stabil

Oleh Lugman Arif

Abdul Karim
lugman.arif@bh.com.my

. Kuala Lumpur: Malaysia dan
Singapura semalam, menca-
pai persetujuan untuk kemball
membenarkan perjalanan ren-
tas sempadan antara kedua-dua
negara.

Menteri Kesihatan, Khairy
Jamaluddin, ketika mengumum-
kan langkah itu, berkata kedua-
dua negara turut sependapat
bahawa situasi COVID-19 di ne-
gara masing-masing kini berada
dalam fasa yang stabil.

Sehubungan itu, katanya, per-
kembangan sedemikian menjadi
pemangkin ke arah kesepakatan
antara Malaysia dan Singapura
mengenai pembukaan semula
sempadan negara, menerusi ka-
edah yang selamat.

“Menteri (Kesihatan Singa-
pura) Ong Ye Kung dan saya me-
ngadakan perbincangan vang

P

amat baik mengenai situasi pan-
demik di negara masing-masing.

“Kita bersetnju bahawa si:
tuasi sudah stabil dan kini Ma-
laysia-Singapura boleh merintis
usaha ke arah membenarkan
semula pergerakan rentas sem-
padan untuk individu yang leng-
kap vaksinasi, menerusi udara
dan darat, dalam tempch sece-
pat mungkin,” katanya meneru-
si kenyataan di Twitter selepas

Khairy mengadakan mesyuarat dua hala bersa ma Kung di Puajaya,

pertemuan itu semalam.

Turut serta ddlam pertemuan
itu termasuk Ketua Pengarah
Kesihatan, Tan Sri Dr Noor Hi-
sham Abdullah dan pengurusan
tertinggl Kementerian Kesiha-
tan (KKM).

Kunjungan Ye Kung ke KEM
di Putrajaya, turut disertai Pe-
suruhjaya Tinggi Singapura di
Malaysia, Vanu Gopala Menon
dan Setiausaha Tetap Kemente-

5
semalam,

(Foto BERNAMA)

rian Kesihatan Singapura, Chan
Yeng Kit.

Ye Kung ketika ini sedang
mengadakan lawatan Kerja ras-
mi selama tiga hari mulai sema-
lam, susulan jemputan daripada
Khairy. ;

Menteri Kesihatan Singapura
itu turut dijadual mengadakan
kunjungan rasmi ke Institut Ke-
sihatan Megara (NIH), di Setia
Alam, hari ini.
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ProtectHealth, TERAJU meterai MoU perluas PeKa B40

Kuala Lumpur: ProtectHealth
Corporation Sdn Bhd (Protec-
tHealth) dan TERAJU Bumipu-
tera Corporation (TERAJU) me-
meterai memorandum persefa-
haman
sikan kesedaran lebih tinggi me-
ngenai Skim Peduli Kesihatan
untuk Kumpulan B40 (PeKa
Bao).

Ketua Pegawai Eksekutif Pro-
tectHealth, Datuk Dr Anas Alam
Faizli, berkata melalui kerjasa-
ma itu, pihaknya fokus untuk
membawa PeKa B40 lebih dekat
dan memperluas aksesnya ke-
pada masyarakat di seluruh ne-

gara.

“Kejayaan program PeKa B40
terbukti apabila pendekatan
whole-of-government dan who-
le-of-society Malaysia membuah-
kan hasil. Kami akan lerus mem-
habitkan diri dengan pihak ber-

(MoU) bagi mempromo- "

kepentirigan utama lain untuk
memastikan tiada yang terting-
gal dalam kalangan masyarakat
Malaysia mendapatkan apa juga
manfaat disediakan.

“Insya-Allah Ini juga akan
membuka jalan untuk bekerja-
sama dengan TERAJU dalam bi-
dang strategik lain,” katanya da-
lam kenyataan semalam,

MoU itu bertujuan memberi
platform kepada TERAJU
ngenal pasti klinik yang akan
menyertai program berkenaan,
bagi meningkatkan jangkauan
kepada komuniti Bumiputera
kumpulan berpendapatan 40 pe-
ratus terendah (B40) di seluruh
negara.

ProtectHealth pula adalah pen-
tadbir skim penjagaan kesihatan
PeKa B40, inisiatif bagi mena-
ngani trend penyakit tidak ber-
jangkit (NCD) yang semakin me-

me-

ningkat, khususnya dalam kala-
ngan penduduk berpendapatan
rendah dengan matlamat utama-
nya untuk pengesanan dan in-
tervensi awal NCD.

Melalui program PeKa B40, pe-
nerima yang layak boleh men-
dapat manfaat daripada pemerik-
saan kesihatan percuma, bantu-
an alat perubatan percuma, in-
gentif melengkapkan rawatan
kanser serta insentiftambang pe-
ngangkutan.

Lebih 567,956 orang daripada
kumpulan B40 sudah disaring di
bawah PeKa D40, namun seramai
5.9 juta lagi yang layak belum
menyertai program berkenaan.

Dr Anas berkata, sangat pen-
ting bagi orang ramai sentiasa
mengetahui keadaan kesihatan
dengan menjalani pemeriksaan
secara berkala, terutama ketika
pandemik, selain ramai yang di-

jangkiti COVID-19 tidak menge-
tahui mereka menghidap penya-
kit itu.

“Jangan kita lupa walaupun
sedang memasuki fasa peralihan
endemik COVID-18, antara isu
utama dan berterusan dalam ka-
langan masyarakat adalah dalam
memupuk tingkah laku mencari
kesihatan dan mengekalkan gaya
hidup sihat. *

“Kerjasama strategik antara
ProtectHealth dan TERAJU ini
juga bertindak sebagai pemang-
kin dalam memacu negara ke
arah kehidupan lebih sihat. NCD
sentiasa menjadi antara ketaku-
tan terbesar dalam masyarakat,
dan program PeKa B40 akan
menggalakkan pengesanan dan
intervensi awal,” katanya.

Sementara itu, Ketua Pegawai
Eksekutif TERAJU, Md Silmi
Abd Rahman, menyifatkan MoU

itu sebagai contoh terbaik de-
ngan sistem penyampaian kera-
jaan dapat diperluas kepada se-
mua lapisan melalui ekosistem
TERAJU kepada komuniti B40
Bumiputera yang kurang berke-
mampuan,

“Di Sabah sahaja, program Pe-
KA B40 ini dianggarkan akan
memberi manfaat kepada lebih
400,000 Bumiputera di beberapa
daerah di wilayah ini manakala
di Sarawak pula, dianggarkan se-
ramai 480,000 orang bakal men-
dapat manfaat dari program ini.

“TERAJU akan terus memberi
penekanan kepada inisiatif ke-
selamatan sosial ini ke negeri
lain dan menjadikannya sebaha-
gian dari program libat wrus
kami selaku agensi penyelaras
utama di samping membantu me-
ningkatkan status ekonomi Bu-
miputera,” katanya.

24 MAC 2022
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KKM akui doktor muda ‘dlpancmg

Kuala Lumpur: Kemente—
rian Kesihatan (KKM) me-

ngakui ada doktor muda

kontrak yang berkhidmat di
fasiliti kerajaan ‘dipancing’
p}hak swasta dan luar ne-
gara déngan tawm:an gaji
lebih

an Menteri Kesx—
hatan. LDatuk Dr N()O):m

rajaan tidak mampu me-
nandinginya.

‘Katanya, kerajaan tidak
boleh menghalang ma-
na-mana kakitangan KKM
seperti doktor untuk me-
nerima tawaran itu.

“Yang pertama, kerajaan
memang prihatin tentang
masalah dihadapi oleh dok-
tor muda. Bagmmanapun,
kerajaan mempunyai keka-
ngan terutamaa dalam ma-
salah kewangan dan tidak
dapat menandingi tawaran

yang mungkin disediakan
oleh pihak swasta dan luar

negara,” katanya.
. “Kerajaanjuga tidakboleh
menghalang ataupun me-
maksa sesiapa atau ma-
na-mana doktor untuk ber-
tugas dengan KKM. Jadi ini
bergantung kepada pendi-
rian doktor tersebut.
“Di pihak kerajaan sen-
tiasa mencari jalan untuk
menyelesaikan masalah
(doktor) kontrak ini,” kat:
nya pada sesi jawab Tisan
Dewan Rakyat, di sini, se-
malam.
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21, 483_2kes Cov1d 19,23

keselur@han kes di Malaysi;a

hm *ﬂBZA':Ekes £
Bérda@arkan data pada la-

man web CovidNow, daripada

kes yang dilaporkan kelmarin,
sebanyak 394 kes adalah kes

import yang mendapat jangki-
tan danh,gwneg_ara,
« “Kesemua kes tersebut

; can di Selangor (7452
kes), Kuala Lumpur (3,433 kes),
Sarawak (1,547 kes), Pulau
Pinang (‘1 295 kes), Kedah 1,219
kes), Perak (1,170 kes) danl&eg
eri Sembilan (1,061 kes).
 “Spterusnya, Pahang £9$9
kes), Johor (927 kes), Kelant

SEORAN , pﬁ:llagasedm sibuk menyusun baju raga snbaml

kes), ‘Perlis (131 kes), Labuan|

(93 kes) dan Putrajaya (65 kes).”
demikian maklumat tersebut di
sini semalam.
~  Dalam masa sama, seba-
nvak 73 kes kematian Covid-19
dilaporkan menjadikan ‘jum-
lah kematian terkini sebanyak
34,535 kes serta sebanyak 23
kes meninggal dunia di luar
hospital atau brought in death
(BID) dengan jumlah kes BID se-
banyak 7,199 kes. :
‘Sebanyak 252,671 kes aktif
dﬂaporkan melibatkan 244,262

_kes dikuarantin di rumah, 1453

kes di Pusat Kuarantin dan Ra-
watan Covid-19, 6,617 kes di hos-
pital, 130 kes di Unit Rawatan
Rapi (ICU) tanpa bantuan per-
nafasan dan 209 kes di ICU den-
gan bantuan pemafasan

persiapan jualan menjelang Ramadan ini di Kompleks PKNS.Shah
Alam, Selangor semalam, — ZULFADHLI ZAK|
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di Selﬂllgor pada h&:n yang

feras Menuruthanta.ran tamchut
an. jumlah itu meliputi 7391 kes -
- komuniti, 14 kes di penjaradﬂu_
: __4?keszmpertA.
geIL “Berdasarkan
atu -kesC(md 19d1mukiml§1ang,'

gan, 1,538 kes, di-

’"xkun Kapar (558 kes) mem-
babitkan 15 kes import.

' Selasa ialah Hulu
‘ngan 1,703 kes, diikuti P

8 - (1,296). Gombak (1,050),
i uml ah

‘_;Sﬁm%m' mence
“manakala Sabak Bﬂmﬂm pulﬂ'
- .merekodkan 15 kes,” katanya.

' “Muk:mkedua mencatatkan :
kﬁs Covid-19 tertmggl*ﬂdal, _

Langat (643), Kuala Selqa! : gor .
(338) dan Sepang (170).
~ “Selain itu, mukim H‘ﬂ%

b-.n
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Isu Sinovac: Kerajaan
diminta beri penjelasan

Dieh MOHAMAD HAFIZ
YUSOFF BAKRI
hafizyusoffi@mediamutia com my

PETALING JAYA: Status peneri-
maan vaksin Sinovac di negara-
negara Kesatuan Eropah (EU)
bagi rakyat di negara ini perlu
dijelaskan secara terperinci
menjelang pembukaan pintu
sempadan 1 April ini.

Bekas Timbalan Menteri
Kesihatan, Dr. Lee Boon Chye
berkata, isu tersebut juga perlu
diperhalusi secara adil termasuk
melibatkkan kemasukan rakyat
dari mana-mana negara yang
tidak mengiktiraf vaksin Sinovac.

Selain itu katanya, kerajaan
dalam masa yang sama perlu
mengadakan pertemuan pel-
bagai negara termasuk EU bagi
mengeluarkan sijil vaksinasi
yang diperakui secara bersama.

“Sepatutunya  penerimaan
vaksin di Malaysia tidak men-

* jadi masalah kerana ia diiktiraf

Pertubuhan Kesihatan Dunia
(WHO),

“Namun pengesahan sijil
vaksin perlu usaha bersama di
peringkat antarabangsa seba-
gaimana Malaysia dan Vietnam
yang mengiktiral vaksin secara
timbal balas” katanya kepada
Utusan Malaysia semalam,

Dalam laporan Utusan Malay-
sia kelmarin dianggarkan lebih
10 juta penerima vaksin Sinovac
di negara ini berisiko tinggi di

L

SUNTIKAN vaksin
~UTUSAN/RASUL AZLISAMAD

sekat dari memasuki mana-ma-
na 27 negara anggota EU selepas
dikatakan tidak diiktiraf Agensi
Perubatan Eropah (EMA).

la susulan dua beradik yang
menerima  suntikan  primer
Sinovac sebelum ini diusir pu-
lang tanah air dari Jerman se-
lepas vaksin berlltenaan tidak
mendapat pentauliahan EMA.

ey

Mdmmmmmmmmmndimmmhm

Tambah Boon Chye, pengikti-
rafan secara timbal balas mam-
pu menyelesaikan masalah ini
yang membabitkan Malaysia
dan negara lain.

Dalam perkembangan, Presid-
en Majlis Pelancongan Malaysia
(MTC), Uzaidi Udanis berkata,
setakat ini, pihaknya masih Hdak
menerima sebarang pembatalan

tempahan percutian ke Eropah
gara-gara sijil vaksinasi berke-
naan.

“Setakat ini masih tiada ke-
san yang teruk impak isu sijil
vaksinasi berkenaan termasuk
pembatalan tempahan ke ne-
gara Eropah. Semuanya berjalan
lancar. Tapi tidak pasti dalam
tempoh terdekat ini,” jelasnya.
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209 perlu ventllator

Kmllnl.m'll Sd;m.k

l,mm Ind!vldu ‘ataun 358

24 MAC 2022

satu dos vaksin,
Sehanyak 28,377 dos vak-

. populasi ks~ sin diberi kelmarin mem-
Oleh Mahaizura Abd dlvukalnas!,ﬁqkesmﬁam& dengan pemtnsan penggu- nakinmk berusia lima' babitkan 5645 suntikin
nerima dua dos vaksin tetapi  naan ventilator 24 peratus,’ mu di Malaysia me-  pertama, 1357 suntikan
mahaizura@hme- ; : ® dos ptrgma Va*- fnskggs dan 31.373‘ snuineh—
HOSHENY . 33sstikes sembul 2Ll ;fa'}m et kpaadott
Kuala Lumpar dilapor kelmarin, - pem vnluln meng-
! menjadikan kes sembuh WW@mHMﬁhﬂ bih * rusi Program Imunisasi
es pusmf hnrian Co- kmm!‘f sebanyak N i - Covid-10 Kebangsaan (Pl-
o 3,745,229 Lumpur (70 peratus), Jobor - GK) meningkat ~ kepada
wmﬁ X ’ (62 Peratus) dan Selangor : 46,897 dos.
katan apnblla :1.483 Dr Noor Hishom {60 pecaus).
rekadkan, kelmarin berban ~ Katanya, negara menca- Hub Kem
dmgr;.mhapaclulsntn kategori  satu manahh mtannﬂaikadarlmbnh- itan, 73 k
lalu_sekali gus menjadikan 10862 kes (50.56 peratus) Cavi
mm kes kumulatif. pula daripada kategori dua. . semal
Ketua Pengarah Kesthatan,  “Sebanyak 57 kes (0.27 pe- - mers
Tan 5ri Dr Noor Hisham Ab- ratus) berada dalam kategorl _
dullah berkata, daripada ju- - tiga diikuti 46 kes {0.21 pe-
‘mmwmtmm.nng ratus) dalam kategori empat s
kes membabitkan dan 63 kes pula (0.29 pe- 1 kes,
manakn} 394hs ratus)bag‘lkategudlimn- rerckodkar
Kmnyn m,mhasmu dmlll!n.m:lml;st!dnkc& nafasan
wﬁvperaws_m : l_m_ p : st manakala 23,221,040 manakala Negeri Sembi-
S -;aﬁun&?parmme- lan, Perlis dan Sarawak
_' manmn mash'lg-maxmg satu kes.
i KADAR VAKSINASI 2
KANAK-KANAK DI SARAWAK

mencatat san vitk-
patalu N
tinggi dengan hampir 70
peratus mereka yang be-
- rusia lima Il'mgga 1 sudah
pes e
; am
~Imunisasi  Covid-1g  Ke-
‘bangsaan  Kanak-kanak
4 {Plﬂlﬂds) setnkal ini,

; h}:'h dan't pusit pcm.beﬂ-
~an vaksin (PPV) untuk
mb«aﬂ santikan valmin
IQXBP-'Iﬂi
W Aidak mandaﬂar

 “Walaupun diSemenan-
Iunsldﬂgumkaednhlmjl

JURURAWAT membawa mesin bantuan penaﬁsan itk pesakltlianse ang dian
di Institut Kanser Negara (IKN) Putrajaya. - NSIPFM&{

temu,

se- gin tahy sama ada

Hampir 70% sudah
terima dos pertama

Kuala Lumpur: S@uw*_ W

tempahan dan
site, tapi keadaan di
rawak berlainan. Kalau li—
hat data dalam Covidnow
inilah yang terbaik,

“Malah saya buat lawa-
tan ke Sarawak pada o dan
10 Februari lalu dan me-
lihat sendiri komitmen
mereka  menjalankan
keg,' lmtan;ra.- pad;all:;(sp
sidangan  Dewan at
di sini, semalam.

Deliau berkata demikian

eh menjawab soalin tamba-
han

Ahmad Johnie Za-
wawi (GPS-Tgan) :ﬁ-
sanaan PICKids tanpa janji
temuy diperfuis ke semud
PPV termasuk  kawasan
luar bandar dan pesisir Sa-
rawak bagi memastikan
anak-anak mendapat ak-
ses lebih, mudah kepada
vaksin.
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Thosﬁ.under 18 have purportedly recewed
boostér shot appomtments

3

MOHAMED ‘EASYIR

news@ﬁst’,com;m'}f' 5

~ TECHNICAL error was
~detected in MySejahtera

18 had apparently re-
ceived booster shot vaccination
appointments recently.
Individuals who already re-
ceived their booster shot were al-

so alleged to have. recewed ap-._

pointments as well.

~As per the Health Mmlstry s ad-
visory, the booster shot is only for
adults aged 18 and above, and
there are no additional booster
shots, also known as .the fourth
dose at thempment ;

The Health. Ministry JSSUEC]. a
statement yesterday for those

L where teenagers under -

L whoaiready received their bnoat—
. ershots, and also parents of chil-

dren who received booster shot
appointments, to ignore the My-
Sejahtera notification,

“Those who have accepted the
appointments may cancel it and
are not required to appear at the
vaccination centres.

“MySejalitera technical team is
rectifying the i issue and apologis-
es forany difficuities arising from
the problem.”

Atotal 68,546,897 vaccine doses

. were admmistered nationwide,
A total 66 per cent of adults

have received their boostershots,
91.5 per cent teenagers have com-

. pleted- their vaccinations,-and
~35.8 percent of. chﬂdremaged 5to

11 have received their first dose of
the vaccine.,
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PROMOTING AWARENESS OF HEALTHCARE SCHEMES

ProtectHealth signs MoU for PeKa B40 programmes

KUALA LUMPUR: ProtectHealth
Corporation, a non-profit compa-
ny under the Health Ministry,
and Teraju Bumiputera Corpora-
tion (Teraju) signed a memoran-
dum of understanding (MoU) to
promote greater awareness of
healthcare schemes for the B40
Group (PeKa B40].

ProtectHealth, the healthcare
scheme administrator for PeKa
B40, is taking the initiative to ad-
dress the growing trend of non-
communicable diseases (NCDs),
particularly among the lower in-
come groups.

The ultimate goal for PeKa B40
is to ensure early detection and
‘intervention for NCDs.

With the cost of healtheare
soaring due to many factors, one
of the most affected groups is the
B40.

Through the PeKa B40 pro-
gramme, eligible recipients can
get benefits from free health
checks, medical device assis-
tance, incentives, complete can-
cer treatment with transporta-
tion fare incentives.

ProtectHealth is the first organ-
isation in the country to buy ser-
vices from both public and pri-
vate healthcare providers and
have generated huge cost savings
for the government.

ProtectHealth chief executive
officer (CEQ), Dr Anas Alam Fai-

zli, said their focus was to bring
the PeKa B40 closer to the com-
munity through cooperation
with Teraju, and expand the PeKa
B40 programme nationwide.

“Teraju, as out strategic part-
ner, will improve our network in
reaching out to more eligible ben-
eficiaries to enjoy the benefits of
PeKa B40. It will also pave the
way for cooperation with Teraju
in other strategic areas.

“We will continue to engage
with the relevant parties and oth-
er key stakeholders to ensure that
no one is left out and Malaysians
enjoy whatever benefits we pro-
vide,” he said.

Meanwhile, Teraju CEO, Md 8il-

mi Abd Rahman, said the under-
standing signed yesterday with
ProtectHealth was one of the best
examples of the government’s
delivery system that can be ex-
tended to all layers through the
ecosystem. 3

“The Peka B40 programme is
estimated to benefit more than
400,000 Bumiputeras in some ar-
eas of Sabah and in Sarawak. An
estimated 480,000 people will
bellrjeﬂt from the programme,” he
sald.

More than 567956 people from
the B40 group were screened un-
der the PeKa B40 programme,
but there are still 59 million
Malaysians eligible and have not

yet joined the PeKa B40 pro-
Eramme.

“Many infected with-Covid-19
dao not know that they have non-
communicable diseases.

“Therefore, it is important that
one always know one's health sta-
tus with regular checks, especial-
Iy during this outbreak. Let's not
forget that though we are enter-
ing the Covid-19 endemic tran-
sition phase, one of the major and
ongoingissues in society is in fos-
tering health-seeking behaviour
and maintaining a healthy
lifestyle,” Dr Anas added.

For details on Peka B40 and
eligibility for the programme, vis-
it www,PekaB40.com.my
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lllegal abortion pills sold online

Health Ministry, doctors warn against using products without prescription

By RAGANANTHINI
VETHASALAM
newsdesk@thestarcommy

PETALING JAYA: llegal abortion
pills are being openly sold on ecom-
merce websites despite the Health
Ministry’s repeated warnings on
such unauthorised products,

The Star found that pills such as
Mifepristone, which are not permit-
ted for sale in Malaysia, are heing
pitched on popular online shopping
sites for RM169.90 for a strip of five.
There are several options being sold
at different price points,

The promaotional literature claims
the product’s original price is RM449
and it is being sold at a discounted
rate, It further claims that the pills
are safe and effective.

Health director-general Tan Sri Dr
Noor Hisham Abdullah said that

such pills are not registered for sale

in Malaysia.

“Mifepristone has not been regis-
tered here at all. As for Misoprostol
.. that we have deregistered,” he
said when contacted,

He also warned that it is danger-
ous to consume abortion pills with-
out a prescription and worse if there
are side effects,

“These sold online are dangerous.
And illegal as they are not registered
locally,” he said.

Dr Noor Hashim added that the
Pharmacy Enforcement Division
will take the necessary action. The
sellers claim that the pills can be
used for pregnancy under 59 days
and it takes five pills to see results,

*50 five tablet must finish - 24
hours later you can see the results,”
the product description reads.

According to the website, more

than 100 of these boxes have been
sold,

As for the testimonials, some
alleged users claim they started to
see the results as quickly as 20
minutes, They also suggest that those
who cannot bear pain to have pain-
killers or paracetamol on standby.

There were others who however
say the pill did not work for them.

Medical practitioners said such
drugs are not for self-consumption
or over-thecounter sales. Abortion,
they said, must be done under strict
monitoring by an obstetrician.

*It comes with a lot of side effects
and this is not for the public,” a doc-
tor said on condition of anonymity.

Obstetrician and gynaecologist Dr
Milton Lum said the use of
Mifepristone is safe only when it is
taken under medical supervision,
adding that the pill has been

endorsed for use in “medical abor-
tion” hy international organisations
such as the World Health Organi-
sation, International Federation of
Gynaecology and International
Planned Parenthood Federation.

“Its risks include infection, bleed-
ing, uterine rupture. Toxic shock is
potentially fatal,” said the past presi-
dent of the Federation of Private
Medical Practitioners’ Associations
and the Malaysian Medical Associa-
tion.

The more important issue, Dr
Lum said, is unsafe abortion with its
risks of infection, bleeding and trau-
ma to internal organs including uter-
ine rupture.

He cautioned women against
sell-medicating to  terminate
unwanted pregnancies.

“If you have an unwanted preg-
nancy, have a discussion with your

doctor. Do not self-medicate,” he
urged strongly.

He said government agencies
have a duty to track and block online
sellers and confiscate individual
packages as the pill is not licensed
for use in Malaysia.

However, he noted that camp-
downs may be difficult and imprac-
tical,

"The more practical approach is to
license Mifepristone for use by doc-
tors, Policies on reproductive health
should not be based on religious or
political sensitivites,” he said,

According to Section 312 of the
Penal Code, a pregnancy can only
be terminated when a registered -
medical practitioner views the con-
tinuance of the pregnancy may
pose a risk to the mother's life or
cause injury to their physical or
mental health.

MySejahtera glitch sending out wrong booster appointments

24 MAC 2022

PUTRAJAYA: Adolescents who
have received appointments for
booster shots via MySejahtera have
been told to ignore them,
Similarly. adults who have
received their third dose but have
been given a date for their booster
shot need not fulfil the appoint-
ment. The Health Ministry’s
MySejahtera unit said there was a

technical issue invelving the sys-
tem, which had given out appoint-

“ments automatically according to

the different types of vaccines' time

gap.

“Because of this, the system had
issued appointment dates for boost-
er shots to adolescents, or those
aged 17 and below, as well as to
adults who have already received

their booster.

“It is the ministry's policy that
booster shots are only given to
those who are 18 and above. And no
second booster or fourth dose be
administered to the public,” it said
in a statement erday.

It advised those who had con-
firmed appointments for their
booster or fourth dose through a

link sent via MySejahtera to cancel
them,

“IThey need not come to vaccina-
tion centres and the vaccinaton
centres (PPV) have been informed
of the matter. They will decline giv-
ing booster shots to adolescents and
also will not fulfil appointments for
the second booster shot for adult
individuals.”
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- 70% of Sarawak
children vaccinated-

KUALA LUMPUR: Sarawak has recorded the
highest percentage of Covid-19 inoculations for
children with almost 70% of the group aged five to
11 having completed the first dose through the
?Iatit}nal Children’s Immunisation Programme so
ar. ; :

-+ Deputy Health Minister Datuk Dr Noor Azmi
(Ghazali said the achievement was the result of the
state government'’s efforts to visit schools and
‘vaccination centres to carry out vaccination to
children who did not register with MySejahtera,

“Although in the peninsula we use
appointments, teservations and also  offsite
methods, the situation in Sarawak is different. If

“you look at the data in CovidNOW, this is the best.

. “Ivisited Sarawak on Feb 9 and 10, and saw for
‘myself how diligent and committed everyone is
when carrying out their work even though most of
the students are not registered with MySejahtera,”
he told the Dewan Rakyat yesterday. ;

He was replying to a supplementary question

‘from Ahmad Johnie Zawawi (GPS-Igan) who
wanted to know whether the programme is
extended to rural and coastal areas of Sarawal to
ensure children with no appointment would have

- easier access to vaccines. - Bernama

New Covid cases
riseto 21,483 - ¢

KUALA LUMPUR: After declining to below the
20,000 mark for five consecutive days, the daily
new Covid-19 cases increased to 21,483 on
~ Tuesday, said Health Director-General Tan Sri Dr
 Noor Hisham Abdullah.
_ Of the total, 1,339 were admitted to hospitals,
with 553 or 41.3% involving categories three to
" five, while 786 or 58.7% comprised categories one
and two. : 5oy :

“A total of 32,561 recovered cases were
reported, bringing the cumulative number of
recoveries to 3,745,229 he said in a statement
yesterday. R A

Meanwhile, three states showed more than
50% usage of intensive care unit beds, namely
Kuala Lumpur (70%), Johor (62%) and Selangor -
(60%). B

He said 209 cases requiredventilators, with a
utilisation rate to 24%. :

: ‘ On the infectivity rate, the R-Naught (Rt) value
; = : oo decreased to 0.91, with Sarawak registering the
CAUGHT IN THE ACT ... Health Ministry officers issue a compound of RM250 to a senior - highest value at 1.01, followed by Perak at 1.00.
citizen for smoking in George Town, Penang yesterday. ~ MASRY CHE ANI/THESUN _ - . | "~ Bernama / !




