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Kaji domain
peranti
perubatan
berpotensi
tinggi

Putrajaya: Malaysia perlu mem-
buat kafian dan penyelidikan da-
lam bidang yang belum diteroka,
termasuk membabitkan domain
peranti perubatan yang juga ber-
potensi tinggi untuk dijayakan.

Menteri Kesihatan, Khairy Ja-
maluddin, berkata antara hidang
yang baleh dikaji adalah inisiatif
atau penvelidikan membabitkan
pembangunan Aplikasi Perubat-
an atau Kesihatan, Rekaan Robo-
tik untuk pembedahan dan pro-
sedur perubatan lain.

Selain itu, beliau berkata, ka-
jian dan penyelidikan boleh dila-
kukan membabitkan program
berasaskan kecerdasan buatan
(AD), kit ujian atau biosensor
untuk tujuan diagnostik yang
bernilai tinggi dan mempunyai
peluang luas untuk diterokai le-
bih lanjut.

“Intervensi Kajian Klinikal
dalam hidang Perubatan Rege-
neratif dan Herba (TCM) adalah
dua bidang lain yang mempunyai
potensi besar untuk kita terokai
selanjutnya.

“Satu lagi strategi menuju ke
hadapan untuk mengembang-
kan keupayaan dan daya tari-
kan negara menjalankan lebih
banyak ujian klinikal fasa 1 ia-
1ah dengan mengenal pasti serta
membabitkan diaspora Malaysia
pada peringkat global dan mem-
bina kerjasama untuk manfaat
bersama serta program latihan
pascasiswazah,” katanya ketika
melancarkan Laporan Tahunan
Clinical Research Malaysia
(CRM) 2021 dan pembentangan
Laporan Projek Realisasi Fasa 1
(P1RP, di sini, semalam.

Khairy berkata, Malaysia
mencatat pencapaian terbaik da-
lam penyelidikan klinikal tahun
lalu melatui 215 penyelidikan
klinikal tajaan yang dijalankan,
membabitkan rawatan penye-
lidikan dalam bidang penyakit
berjangkit, onkologi, hematologi
dan kardiologi.

Katanya, separuh daripada
kajian ini dijalankan di hospi-
tal dan klinik kesihatan bawah
Kementerian Kesihatan (KEM),
manakala selebihnya di hospital
universiti dan pusat perubatan
swasta,

Ehairy berkata, jumlah pe-
nyelidikan ditaja itu diterjemah-
kan kepada nilai pelaburan ta-
hunan tertingei sumber daripada
kajlan klinikal, dengan RM226
juta dijana.

Kalanya, ia menyumbang ke-
pada RM834 juta jumlah Penda-
patan Negara Kasar sejak 2012.

“Malaysia buat kali pertama
juga meningkatkan kedudukan
ke tempat kedua dalam rantau
Asia Tenpgeara selepas Singapura,
dalam bilangan kajian klinikal
global tajaan industrl,” katanya.
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Penularan COVID-19

KKM, SPR t
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Putrajaya: Kementerian Kesiha-
tan (KKM) sedang berbincang
dengan Suruhanjaya Pilihan
Rava (SPR) bagl menyediakan
satu protokol pengundian yang
selamat membabitkan pemilih
yang positif COVID-18 pada hari
pengundian pada pilihan raya
akan datang.

Menterinya, Khairy Jamalud-
din, berkata ia bagi memboleh-
kan pengundi yang positif men-
jalankan tanggungjawab mereka
pada pilihan raya.

Beliau berkata, semua pihak
perlu menerima hakikat bahawa
penularan COVID-19 akan ke-
kal, justeru hak pengundi tidak
sepatutnya dinafikan.

Katanya, apa yang berlaku
membabitkan seorang pengun-
di di Pilihan Raya Negeri (PRN)
Johor, yang tidak dibenarkan
mengundi, boleh difahami kera-
na belum ada protokol selamat
vang disiapkan.

“Tetapi saya katakan kepada
pegawal saya, COVID-19 akan
kekal. Kalau kita nafikan hak
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Khairy (tengah) bersama Dr Noor Hisham (dua dari kiri) melancarkan Laporan Tahunan CRM 2021 dan

pembentangan Laporan P1RP di Putrajaya, semalam.

mereka untuk mengundi, ber-
makna kita terus menafikan
hak untuk berpelembagaan.

“Jadi, kita sedang memikir-
kan apaliah cara paling selamat
untuk mereka mengundi,” ka-
tanya Kepada pemberita selepas
melancarkan Laporan Tahu-
nan Clinical Research Malaysia
(CRM) 2021 dan pembentangan
Laporan Projek Realisasi Fasa 1
{P1RP), di sini, semalam. :

Yang turut hadir, Ketua Pe-
ngarah Kesihatan Tan Sri Dr
Noor Hisham Abdullah.

Khairy berkata, ada pihak
mencadangkan supaya pengundi
yang positif COVID-19 dibenar-
kan mengundi secara undi pos,
namun ia sukar dilakukan jika
mereka disahkan dijangkiti dua
tiga hari sebelum hari mengundi.

Selain itu, katanya, perincian

mengenai siapa yang akan mem-
bawa pesakit ke tempat pengun-
dian sertasaluran yang akan di-
gunakan perlu juga disediakan.

“Adakah kita akan ada salu-
ran yang khusus untuk pesa-
kit positif COVID-197 Benda ini
akan membabitkan masa sedikit.
Bukan saya kata mahu menunda
atau apa, tetapl pertimbangan po-
litik adalah satu perkara.

“Saya sebagai ahli UMNO,
saya faham pertimbangan politik
tapi kita juga berada dalam kera-
jaan, justeru kita perlu memikir-
kan soal lain juga,” katanya.

Ditanya mengenai cadangan
pakar kesihatan supaya PRU-15
diadakan seawal tiga bulan sele-
pas pembukaan semula sempa-
dan negara serta lebih banyak ke-
longgaran bermula pada 1 April
ini, Khairy berkata, ketika ini,

eliti protokol

(Foto Asyraf Hamzah/BH}

semua pihak tidak mengetahui
ke mana hala tuju virus SARS-
CoV-2 kerana jika ia merebak
dengan pantas, kemungkinan
untuk ia bermutasi lebih tinggi
dan mewujudkan varian baharu.

Katanya, KKM ketika ini se-
dang melihat kesan sub varian
BA.2 Omicron terhadap kepara-
han dan gejala yang buruk.

“Sangat awal untuk kita buat
rumusan ke arah mana pande-
mik ini akan pergi dalam tem-
poh tiga hingga enam bulan.
Yang pasti, kita kena adakan
PRU-15, jadi kita kena lihat (wak-
tu) paling sesuai.

"Kita kena lihat masa risiko
paling rendah untuk kita ada-
kan PRU-15 kerana kita tabu
proses PRU membabitkan orang
ramai keluar berkempen dan
mengundi,” katanya.

Omicron jadi varian utama ganti Delta

Putrajaya: Kementerian Kesiha-
tan (KKM) mengesahkan Omic-
ron sudah mula menggantikan
Delta sebagai varian utama
vang menular dalam kalangan
penduduk Malaysia.

Ketua Pengarah Kesihatan,
Tan Sri Dr Noor Hisham Abdul-
lah, berkata ia berdasarkan ka-
jian dan survelan genomik ber-
terusan dijalankan pihaknya,
selain beberapa institusi dan
pusat kajian universiti dalam
negara.

Antaranva, Universiti Ke-
bangsaan Malaysia (UKM) Me-
dical Molecular Biology Insti-
tute (UMBLUKM), Integrative

Pharmacogenomics  Institute
di Universiti Teknologi MARA
(IPROMISE-UITM), Tropical

Infectious Diseases Research
and Education Centre (TIDREC-
UM), Malaysia Genome and Vac-

cine Institute (MGVI) dan Insti-
tute of Health and Community
Medicine, Universiti Malavsia
Sarawak (IHCM-UNIMAS).

Ia turut membabitkan Hos-
pital Pengajar Universiti Puira
Malaysia (UPM), Hospital Uni-
versiti Sains Malaysia (HUSM),
Universiti  Malaysia  Sabah
(UMS), Universiti Islam Anta-
rabangsa Malaysia (UAIM) dan
Institut Penyelidikan Perubatan
{IMR) di KKM.

“Untuk makluman, varian
yang dibimbangi (VOC) Omic-
ron terbahagi kepada tiga sub
keturunan iaitu BA.l, BA11,
dan BA.2. Sehingga 20 Mac 2022,
belum ada laporan mengenai
kewujudan satu lagi sub keturu-
nan iaitu BA.3 di Malaysia.

“Kebimbangan terhadap BA.2
kerana ia - berkemungkinan
mengakibatkan transmisi lebih

tinggi berbanding sub keturu-
nan Omicron lain serta varian
Delta. Jangkitan akibat sub ke-
turunan Omicron BA.11 dan
BA .2 didapati meningkat, ma-
sing-masing kepada 40 peratus
dan 27.1 peratus pada 1 hingga
17 Mac lalu,” katanya dalam ke-
nyataan media, semalam.
Beliau berkata, KKM men-
jangkakan besar kemungkinan
varian Omicron sub keturunan
BA.2 kelak akan menjadi varian
dominan di Malaysia, seperti di
Denmark, India dan Nepal.
Justeru, Dr Noor Hisham ber-
kata, penduduk Malaysia perlu
berwaspada dengan peningkatan
penularan varian Omicron BA.2
dan pada masa sama berwaspa-
da dengan penularan berpanja-
ngan varian Delta yang berupaya
mengakibatkan jangkitan lebih
serius kepada mereka yang tidak

divaksinasi atau tidak menerima
vaksin dos penggalak.

Selain itu, beliau berkata, vak-
sin dos penggalak dapat mening-
katkan tahap antibodi meneut-
ralkan (NAL) terhadap BA.1 atau
Ba.2, melindungi mereka daripa-
da kesan yang serius serta men-
gelakkan kemasukan ke hospital
atau ke unit penjagaan rapi (ICU).

NAb adalah antibodi yvang
bertanggungjawab memperta-
hankan sel daripada organisma
yang menyebabkan penyakit. la
terbentuk sama ada melalui vak-
sinasi atau tindak balas tubuh
terhadap jangkitan terdahulu.

Sementara itu, beliau berkata,
sehingga kini 65.7 peratus popu-
1asi dewasa sudah menerima dos
pengealak dan hanyva 35.3 pera-
tus kanakkanak berusia lima
tahun hingga 11 tahun menerima
suntikan vaksin COVID-19.

22 MAC 2022
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Putrajaya

ementerian  Kesiha-
I(tan (KKM) melapor-
kan 71 kes kematian
akibat Covid-1g direkodkan
kelmarin termasuk 26 kes
kematian di luar fasiliti ke-
sihatan (BID).
- Menurut laman sesawang
Covidnow, kematian

34,400
akibat Covid-19 dilapor di

negara ini dengan 7,225 kes
BID sejak Covid-19 melanda
ega:a ini.

i melapurkun
kes ke an tertinggi kel-
marin adalah Kedah (lima
kes BID) dan Perak (empat
kes BID).

Ia disusuli dengan Johor
dengan 11 kes kematian aki-
bat Covid-19 termasuk dua
kes BID, Selangor (tujuh kes
,dengan satu BID), ma-
* sing-masing lima kes di Ke-
lantan (semuanya kes BID),
Pulau Pinang (tiga kes BID)
dan Sarawak (dua kes BID).

‘Negeri Sembilan mela-
porkan empat kes kema-
tian termasuk satu kes BID,
masing-masing dua kema-
tian di Terengganu dan

Kuala Lumpur (kedua-dua- -

71 KES KEMATIAN BAWARU KELMARIN

di luar

kemudahan kesihatan

DUA et yang melaporkan kes kematian terting! elmarin adalah Kedsh dan Ferak. - Gamibar NSTP/GFFENDY RASHTD

nya kes BID), dan ma-
sing-masing satu kes ke-
matian di Melaka (satu kes
BID) dan Pahang.

Sementara itu, 34,970 dos
vaksin Covid-19 diberikan tama juga diberi kelm
helmarindengan 17,609 ada- manakala baki 1,193 adalah

Iah dos pe!

Sebanyak 16,078 dos per-

dos hedna.

Kes baharu tzmm kepada 19, o015 kelmarin

Kuata dumipvic Kes harian
ovid-10 di negaraini terus

mencatatkan

apabila 19,105 hzs dilapor-

kan kelmarin.

Ketua Pengarah Kesiha-
tan Tan Sri Dr Noor Hisham
Abdullah berkata, perkem-
bangan itu menjadikan ju-
miah kumulatif individu
dijangkiti virus virus berkenaan
3,993,124 kes.

Beliou_berkata, jumlah 10,

Jes membabitkan18,710 bn :

penularan tempatan de

ngan 386 kes import yang- ;

mendapat janghitan luar
’nelg'ara. i
tinggi  kategori

d!kesan semaism ('lmirnav
rin) kategori dua iaitu

heae
T
tegori liga hingga lima, 58
kes (30.05 peratus) tidakdi-

vk::amaatmbm :

: 7skn=inwpemm)ma-

dua dos vaksin Co-
mene-

7 peratus) l)e-

mﬂm&a 6o t::mlagtm mé-

81 kes 41.97 pe-

ratus) nmpunym komo-
rbld.

‘Menurutnya, 371 kes di-
rawat di unit rawatan rapi
(ICU) faitu 158 | kesdiuhhn
Covid-19 manakala 213 kes

lagi disyaki, berkemungld-
nan dan dalam siasatan.

kluster baru
704 masth aktif.

‘Ta n
kluster 6,912 kluster dan
6,608 kluster sudah tarrlnh'
katanya.

arin

menjadikan j&mah.-‘- -

jumlah  itu,
14,602 dos untuk populasibe-
rusia lima hingga 11, 1,201

untuk remaja berusia 12

hinggarrmmks.lapnpulnsz
dewasa menerima sebanyak
18,777 dos termasuk dos
penggalak.

94.6% remaja

lengkap vak

* Kuals fumipur Sebanyak

1,263,287 individu atau 35.6
peratus populasi kanak-ka-
nak berusia lima A 11
tahun di Malaysia sudah me-
nerima dos pertama vaksin
Covid-19 menerusi Program
Imunisasi Covid-19 Kebang-
saan Kanak-Kanak (PICKids)
sotakat kelmarin,
Berdasarkan data meneru-
si laman web Covidnow, bagi
remaja 12 17
tahuun, 2,843,805 individu
atan 04.6 peratus daripada
Jumpulan itu melengkapkan
vaksin mereka manakala
2,942,399 atau 946 peratus
menerima rang ~ku-

inasi

Bagi populasi dewasa,
15,483,571 individu atau 65.8

peratus daripada kumpulan

itu menerima dos penggalak

Covid-19 dan 22,943,182 in-
dividu atau 975 peratus
lenghkap vaksinasi manakala
23,219,105 atau 98,7 peratus
menerima sekurang-kurang
satu dos vaksin. L
Sebanyak 27,330 dos vaksin
diberi kelmarin melibatkan
9,849 suntikan pertama, 1,116
suntikan lengkap dan 16,365
suntikan  dos
menjadikan tif pem-
berian vaksin menerusi
l;r?gam lmumsam Cﬂ\fifl-lg

g ) B
Lkat kepada 68,484,635 dos.
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Kualn Lamypur

ementerian  Kesiha-
tan Malaysia (KKM)
mengesahkan varian
Omicron - menggantikan
Delta sebagai varian utama
yang menular dalam kala-
ngan penduduk Malaysia.
Ketua Pengarah Kesihatan
Tan Sti Dr Noor Hishamn Ab-
dullah berkata, ia berdasar-
kan kajian dan survelan ge-
nomik berterusan yang di-
jalankan oleh Institut Bio-
logi Molekul Perubatan Uni-

OMICRON GANTI DELTA

BA.2 bakal dominan

versiti Kebang:

(UKM) dan Integrative Phar-
macogenomics Institute,
Universiti Teknologi Mara
(UITM).

Dr Noor Hisham berkata,
ia turut dibantu Tropical In-
fectious Diseases Research &
Fducation Centre Universiti
Malaya (UM), Institut Ge-
nom dan Vaksin Malaysia,
Institut Penyelidikan Peru-

batan, Institut Kesihatan lineage BA.zadalahkeranaia nuari dan Februari di mana  katanya.
dan Komuniti Perubatan berkemungkinan mengaki- pelaporan untuk varian Menurutnya, penduduk
Universiti Malaysia Sarawak  batkan transmisi yang lebih  Omicron blineage BA.2ha- Malaysia perlu berwaspada
(Unimas), Hospital Pengajar  tinggi berbanding d ng; yalah masing-masing 0.9 dengan peningkatan penu-
Universiti Putra Malaysia sublineage Omicron yang peratus dan 2.7 peratus,” ka-  laran varian Omicron BA.2
(UPM), Hospital Universiti lain serta varian Delta. tanya. dan pada masa sama pihak-
Sains Malaysia, Universiti “Di antara tiga sublineage Menurutnya,  kenaikan nya juga perlu khuatir de-
Malaysia Sabah (UMS) dan varian Omicron yang me- mendadak sublineage BA.2 ngan penularan berpanja-
Universiti Islam Antara- nular, jumlah pelaporan ini adalah satu perkara yang  ngan varian Delta yang di-
bangsa Malaysia-Kuant blineage BA.11 dan BA.z  perlu diambil perhatian. ketahui berupaya mengaki-
“Untuk makluman, varian  dilihat semakin meningkat. “Situasi yang sama juga batkan jangkitan yang lebih
membimt ) (VOG) “Dmicron sublineage dilihat di beberapa negara serius terutama dalam ka-

Omicron terbahagi kepada
tiga sublineage iaitu BA.1,
BA.1.1, dan BA.z2.

“Sehingga semalam (kel-
marin), masih belum ada la-
poran mengenai kewujudan
satu lagi sublineage iaitu
BA.a di Malaysia' katanya
dalam kenyataan, semalam.

Dr Moor Hisham berkata,
kebimbangan terhadap sub-

BA.11 meningkat daripada
38.3 peratus pada Januari la-
Iu kepada 48.7 peratus pada
Februari namun menurun
kepada 40 peratus pada bu-
lan ini.

“Bagi tempoh yang sama
(1 Mac hingga 17 Mac), di-
dapati varian Omicron BA.2
meningckat kepada 271 pe-
ratus berbanding pada Ja-

seperti Denmark, India, dan
Nepal yang melaporkan va-
rian utama virus SAR-CoV2
yang menular di negara me-
reka adalah varian Omicron
sublineage BA.2.

“KKM menjangkakan be-
sar kemungkinan varian
Omicron sublineage BA.2 ke-
lak akan menjadi varian
yang dominan di Malaysia,”

antibedi  yang bertang-
gungjawab untuk memper-
tahankan sel daripada or-
ganisma yang menyebahkan
penyakit iaitu terbentuk sa-
ma ada melalui vaksinasi
atau tindak balas tubuh ter-
hadap jangkitan terdahulu.
“Dapatan  kajian oleh
Jingyou Yu et. al (2022) me-
nyarankan dos panggalak
adalah disyorkan untuk me-
ningkatkan tahap NAb yang
lebih tinggi dan konsisten
terhadap BA.1 atau BA.2
katanya.

langan mereka

ng tidak di-
{aaksinasi “
atau  tidak Omicron
menerima 5
vaksin dos telrbaln'mgl_kepadf!
penggalak. tiga ‘sublineage
t:g::e- iaitu BA.1, BA.1.1,
pAsn. dan BA 2.
Antibodi Dr Noor Hishim
(Nab) adalah

H

Semoga cepat sembuh

PESAKIT COVID-19 tahap 3 dan 4 dirawat df Hospital Kuala Lumpur (HKL), - Gambar NSTP/EFFENDY RASHID

s

81.9% populasi dewasa
terima dos penggalak

Bhah  Alam:  Seramai
3,728,125 golongan dewasa
di Selangor direkodkan su-
dah menerima dos peng-
galak sehingga 1 Mac lalu
menerusi Program Imuni-
sasi Covid-19 Kebangsaan
(Pick).

Pengerusi Jawatankuasa
Tetap Kesihatan Awam Dr
Siti Mariah Mahmud ber-
kata, jumlah itu bersamaan
1.0 peratus daripada po-
pulasi dewasa di Selangor.

“Pick yang meliputi go-
longan dewasa, remaja dan
kanak-kanak berumur lima
hingga 11 tahun di Selangor
ini selari dengan pelaksa-
naan program di peringkat
kebangsaan.

“statistik menunjukkan
4,334,507 golongan dewasa
bersama 95.2 peratus da-
ripada populasi dewasa di
Selangor menerima dos
pertama.

“Sejumlah 4,315,186 atau
94.8 peratus daripada po-
pulasi dewasa sudah me-
nerima dos kedua, mana-
kala 3,728,125 dewasa sudah
lengkap dos penggalak. ka-
tanya.

Beliau berkata demikian
menjawab pertanyaan mu-
lut Datuk Dr Ahmad Yunus
Hairi (Pas - Sijangkang)
pada Persidangan Dewan
Undangan Negeri (Dun)
Selangor, semalam.

Dr Siti Mariah berkata,
bagi golongan remaja pula,
sejumlah 531,193

bersamaan g93.3 peratus
daripada populasi remaja
di Selangor menerima dos
pertama. ;

“Statistik juga menun-
jukkan 482,503 atau 84.8
peratus daripada populasi
remaja di negeri ini me-
nerima dos kedua,” kata-
nya.
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- Protokol pesakit
- Covid-19 mengundi

KKM dan SPR
berbincang bagi
- membolehkan pesakit

Covid-19 mengundi

pada pilihan raya

Oleh MOHAMMAD KHATRIL «
ASHRAF MOHD KHALID

PUTRAJAYA

o ementerian Kesihatan
Malaysia  (KKM)

y sedang  berbincang
ok dengan  Suruhanjaya

Pilihan Raya (SPR) mengenai
protokol paling sclamat bagi
membolehkan  pesakit  posi-
tf Covid-19 mengundi pada
pilihan raya.

Menteri Kesihatan, Khairy
Jamaluddin Abu Bakar berkata,
semua pihak perlu menefima
hakikat bahawa Covid-19 kekal
selama-lamanya dan hak meng-
undi tidak boleh dinafikan.

“Saya dah cakap dengan pe-
gawai saya bahawa Covid-19
akan herada bersama kita,

“Kalaw kita nafikan hak me-
reka untuk mengundi, kita me-
nafikan hak berperlembagaan.
Jadi, kita sedang memilirkan
apa cara selamat bagi mem-

*bolehkan mereka mengundi dan

di mana,” katanya.
Beliau berkata demikian ke-

19,105 kes baharu, 28,250 sembuh - Dr Noor Hisham

SHAH ALAM - Kemenierian
Kesihatan Malaysia (KIKM) me-
rekodkan sejumlah 19,105 kes
baharu Covid-19 pada Ahad,
menjadikan_jumlah kumulatif
-kes adalah sebanyak 3,993,124,

Ketva Pengarah Kesihatan,
Tan Sri. Dr Noor Hisham
Abdullah berkata, junilal ber-

kenaan melibatkan 18,713 kes

tempatan dan 386 kes import.
“Bagi pecahandaripada jum-
lah lersebut, sebanyak 8,267 kes
atau 43.27 peratus daripada pe-
sakit Covid-19 kategori satu, se-
mentara 10,645 kes atau 55.72
peratus pula pesakit kategori dua.
“Bagi kategori tiga, terdapat
81 kes (0.42 peratus), kategori
empat dengan 44 kes (0.23 pe-
ratus) dan bagi kategori lima

~kategori tiga hingga

adalah sebanyak 68
kes (0.36 peratus),”
katanya  dalam
kenyataan pada Isnin, ;
Dr Noor Hisham |
berkata, berdasarkan
jumlah keseluruhan |
193 kes bagi pesakit |

lima, 58 kes dilapor-
kan tidak divaksinasi
atau belum lengkap
mendapatkan pelalian
berkenaan.
“Sejumlah 78 kes pula sudah

‘menerima dua dos vaksin

Covid-19 tetapi tidak menerima
dos penggalak. Sebanyak 57 kes
sudah menerima dos penggalak.

“Selain itu, 92 kes melibatkan
mereka yang berumur 60 tahun

DR NOOR HISHAM

ke atas. Sebanyak 81
kes lagi mempunyai
komorbid dan tiada
melibatkan kes ibu
mengandung,

“Sebanyak 371
| kes memerlukan
rawalan di_ unit
rawatan rapi (ICU)
dengan 158
daripadanya disah-
kan Covid-19, mana-
kala kes disyaki, ke-
mungkinan dan kes dalam
siasatan pula adalah sebanyuk
213." katanya.

Dr Noor Hisham turut me-
maklumkan negara merekodkan .
sebanyak 28,250 kes sembuh,
mienjadikan jumlah kumulatif
kepada 3,684,665 kes setakat ini,

e R

Khairy (tiga dari kiri)

Laporan Tahunan Clinleal

pada pemberita selepas Majlis
Pelancaran Laporan Tahunan
Clinical Research Malaysia
(CRM} dan Laporan Projek
Realisasi Fasa 1 (PIRP) pada
Isnin.

Sewalctu Pilihan Raya Negeri
(PRN) Johor baru-haru ini, se-
orang pengundi di kawasan
Dewan Undangan Negeri (DUN)
Larkin dikenakan kompaun

" RM 1,000 kerana hadir kespusat

mengundi Dewan Kampung
Melayu Majidee walaupun da-
lam tempoh kuarantin selepas
dijangkiti Covid-19.

Khairy berkata, protokol bagi
membolehkan pesakit positif
Covid-19 mengundi akan me-
libatkan lebih masa,

. “Ada yang kata beri mercka
(pesakit positif Covid-19) unk

1 fan Majlis Pel
Research mummumm Projek Reallsasi Fasa 1 (P1RP) pada Isnin.

~undi pos, Tetapi katalah dia di-

Jjangkiti Covid-19 sehari atau dua
hari sebelum, macam mana nak
undi pos?

“Kalau dia nak pergi pun,

" siapa yang akan bawa mereka?

Saluran mana? Adakah kita akan
adakan saluran khusus pesakit

positif Covid-19,” jelasnya.

Khairy menegaskan, pihak-

. nya bukan mahu menunda isu

tersebut tetapi yang ulama adalah
keselamatan orang awam.

Dalam pada itu, bagi meng-
adakan Pilihan Raya Umuam ke-
15 (PRU15), Khairy menyatakan
pertu mencari masa sesuai atau
tempoh risiko paling rendgh.

“Sebab kita tahu pilihan raya
ini melibatkan proses yang ramai
orang keluar, kempen dan meng-
undi.” jelasnya,
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VOTING PROTOCOLS FOR COVID P

Health Ministry, EC
liaise on enabling
Covid-19 patients to
exercise their right

as voters, says Khairy

TEH ATHIRA YUSOF

AND KALBANA PERIMBANAYAGAM
PUTRAJAYA

news@nst.com.iny

HE Health Ministry will

discuss voting protocols

with the Election Com-

mission (EC) to en-
able Covid-19 patients to vote in
upcoming elections.

Its minister Khairy Jamaluddin
said he had instructed his officers
to meet with the EC and come up
with the safest protocols for
Covid-19 patients to exercise
their right to vote.

“We have to accept that Covid-
19 is here to stay. If we deny them
the right to vote, we will be deny-
ing them their constitutional
rights. S0, we need to come up
with the safest way for them to
vote,” he said after launching the
Clinical Research Malaysia Phase
1 Realisation Project report at the
ministry’s headguarters here
yesterday.

Khairy, however, admitted that
drafting the protocols would take
time.

: NEW STRAITS TIMES

: NEWS/NATION

“There are suggestions to allow
those who are positive with
Covid-19 o vote via post, but
what happens if they test positive
one or two days before polling
day?

“If they are voting physically at
the voting centres, who will be
monitoring them at which voting
channel? Will there be a specific
voting channel for Covid-19 pa-
tients?” '

Khairy said there was no hid-

UNIT KOMUNIKAS!I KORPORAT

den agenda to delay the 15th Gen-
eral Election, only the need to
prioritise public health.

"1 am not saying we want to
delay or whatever, but political
consideration is also one (of the
factors). As an Umno member, [
understand the political consid-
eration, but we are alse in the
government and we have to think
of other things.

“The most important thing is
not about political wants, but the

public health,” he said. At the
same time, Khairy said for the
general election to be held, it
must be at a suitable time.

“The timing or period for the
election to be held must be when
it is at the lowest risk because we
know every election is a process
that involves people going out to
campaign and vote as well as oth-
eractivities,” he said.

Following that, Khairy also said
it was hard to track the constantly

Heed S.0.P. irrespective of

KUALA LUMPUR: Irrespective of
Covid-19 variants and sublin-
eages that may emerge, people
must continue to
comply with coron-
avirus preventive
measures to ward off
potential infections.

Public health expert
and epidemiologist
Datuk Dr Zainal Ariffin
Omar advised the peo-
ple to remain vigilant
as the Omicron BA.2
sublineage was be-
coming wi

“It is natural for
viruses to mutate,
whereby for Omicron,
there are already
three sublineages reported in the
country, which are BA.L, BA.11
and now BA.2,

“BA.2 is said to be higher in
transmissibility and it is a dis-
tirict subvariant of Omicron. The

Datuk Dr Zainal
Ariffin Omar

Omicron variant will remain
dominant globally.

“While the number of BA.2 cas-
es are up, Malaysia
must continue its
surveillance and
monitoring of the de-
velopment of other
new sublineages, in-
cluding BA.3.

"There should be as-
sessment of clinical
significance, severity
and matching with
epidemiology data,”
he told the New
Straits Times.

Health director-gen-
eral Tan Sri Dr Noor
Hisham Abdullah yes-
terday revealed that the Health
Ministry was keeping a close
watch on the BA.2 sublineage as
cases were spiking sharply.

Cases involving BA.2 had risen
from 09 per cent to 2.7 per cent in

virus variant

January and February this year ©
271 per cent between March 1 and 17,

Dr Noor Hisham expressed
concern over for the BA.2 sub-
lineage as it might have higher
transmissibility compared with
other Omicron sublineages, as
well as the Delta variant.

He added that up to Sunday,
there were no reports on the ex-
istence of the BA.3 sublineage in
the country.

Dr Zainal Ariffin said all indi-
cators for the transition to en-
demic phase were at a satisfac-
tory level.

This was despite the nation’s
daily cases fluctuating between
20,000 and 30,000 of late, he
sald.

Universiti Putra Malaysia med-
ical epidemiclogist Associate
Professor Dr Malina Osman said
it was too early to say if BA2
would cause more severe illness

‘compared with the previous Omi-

A woman using the MySejahtera app before emerin,g a building in
Kuata Lumpur. The Health Ministry is keeping a close watch on the

ATIENTS

Health Minister
Khairy
Jamaluddin
visiting the
conjoined twing

_ who were
separated in
Tunku Azizah
Hospital, Kuala
Lumpur,
recently. With
him is Health
director-general
Tan Sri Dr Noor
Hisham
Abdullah. i
COURTESY OF HEALTH
MINISTRY

mutating coronavirus, but the
ministry was monitoring it close-
Iy, including the Omicron BA.2
subvariant.

“We are monitoring the effects
of Omicron BA.2, such as the
severity of the cases and side ef-
fects. So it is too early to sum-
marise the effects of this sub-
variant in the next three to six
months. We need to hold the elec-
tions when it is least risky,” he
said.

Omicron BA.2 sublineage as cases are spiking sharply. FILE PIC

cron sublineages.

“Based on available data, I
think we will have to wait for its
real impact, The situation may be
different from one region to an-
other.

“At the moment, I think the In-
stitute of Medical Research (IMR)
is doing its best to provide the
data. Currently, I feel that Omi-
cron is the more dominant vari-
ant than Delta.

“The country should be cau-
tious and we should be protecting
ourselves from any potential in-
fection,” she said.

On Feb 24, Health Minister
Khairy Jamaluddin said the IMR
was studying the BA.2 virus to
determine its transmissibility
and severity as reports had in-
dicated that it could be more se-
rious than the original Omicron
BA.1sublineage.

22 MAC 2022
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Covid-19 patients
should be able to vote

Khairy: Ne_w_ protocol needed to protect their right

By MAZWIN NIK ANIS
mazwin@thestar.com.my

PUTRAJAYA: Not ‘Wwanting to deny

voters of their right, health authori- -

ties and the Election Commission
logk  at the safest protocol to
allow those who are Covid-19-
positive to. still cast their ballots,
‘says Khairy Jamaluddin.
- Thedealth Minister said having
this protocol in place was crucial as
the coronavirus was here to stay
and voters should not be denied
their cofistitutional right because of
an illness.

“So, we are explonng the safest
way for “infected individuals to
vote,” he said after launching the
Clinical Research Malaysxa annual
report yesterday.

Khairy said the case of an infect-
ed voter not being allowed to cast
her ballot during the Johor polls
was because this protocol was not
in place then. :

On March 12, a woman was given
“a RM1,000 compound for turning
~up at a polling centre in Larkin
despite not having completed her
quarantine after testing posLﬁVE for
Covid-19.
Khalrypnmted. out that there had

been  proposals that Covid-19

: patlents be considered for postal

voting, but this would still be a

problem if the person was to be
found infected shortly. before poll- -

ing.
“We are also looking at how these

voters could get to polling centres

and if there should be dedicated
polling streams for those who are
positive,

“We need some time to get the

protocol ready. We are not one to

delay (the polls) but while political
' consideration is one factor, public:

health must be one of the top prior-

ities when the general election is

discussed,” he said.
Khairy said the most suitable

Health topic:
Khairy
delivering his
address during
 the Jaunch of
the Clinical
Research

. Malaysia
annual report
in Putrajaya. —
Bernama

time should be sbught to hold the
national
“tshould be held during a period

- where Covid-19 risks are at its low-
_est,” he said.

He said experts were of the view

" that the earliest time to call for a

general election would be three
months after Malaysia had transi-
tioned to the endemic phase on
April 1 and the most ideal would be
six ‘months to allow for: time to
determine - the virus’ “way for-
ward”.

“We doniot know how things will
be in three or six months’ time, The
more the virus circulates and
infects, the higher the chances of
mutation; new variants may
emerge,” said Khairy.

The just concluded Umno general
assembly saw delegates calling for
the 15th ngeral Election to be held
SOOn. ..

The cui%nt term of the govern-
ent ends in June 2023. -
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Cases drop to below 20,000

KUALA LUMPUR: Covid-19 daily positive
cases have seen a downward end of below
20,000 for four consecutive days, with 19,105
cases recorded on Sunday, compared with
22,341 on Saturday.

Based on data on the CovidNOW website,
the last ime the country recorded positive
cases of below 20,000 was on Feb 10, with
19,080,

The b wly i 1 to
20,939 on Feb 11 and l:onhnued onan upward
trend, recording 32,800 cases on March 11
before dropping to 26,250 on March 12,

Health Director-General Tan S Dr Noor
Hisham Abdullah said 28,250 recovery cases
were recorded on Sunday, which was higher
than the number of pasitive cases detected

that day.

“Of the 19,105 positive cases recorded (on
Sunday), 18,912 or 98,99% were in categorics
One and Two. A total of 8,267 were in
Category ry One, while 10,645 were in Category
Two," he said in a statement yesterday, addi
that the remaining 193 cases (1.01%) were in
categories Three, Four and Five.

Ofthe 193 cases, he said 81 (0.427%) were in
Cat Three, 44 (0.23%) in Category Four

6B (0.36%) in Category Five.

On the infectivity rate (Rt), he said Sarawak
recorded the highest of 1.03 on Sunday while
Sabah bad the lowest, at 0.64.

He added that five states recorded more
than 50% bed usage at intensive care units
(ICU), namely Kuala Lumpur (67%), Johor

(66%), Perlis (64%), Kelantan (56%) and
Selangor (56%).

Noor Hisham said continuous genomic
research and surveillance conducted by seven
universities and the Medical Research
Institute showed that the Omicron variant has
begun to replace the Delta variant as the main
strain spreading among the population.

He also said the !zree Omicron variant
sub-lineages in the country were the BA.1,
BA.1.1, and BA2,

"For the period between March 1 and 17, it
was found that the Omicron sub-lineage BA.2
variant increased to 27.1% compared with
January and February, with reporting for the
Omicron sub-lineage BA.2 vardant at only
0.9% and 2.7% respectively. - Bernama

BACK TO NORMAL ... Chairman of the Kapitan Keling
Mosgue in Penang, Datuk Faruk Raja Moharned, holding a
poster to announce that prayers at the premises will be
~imnducted without the need for social distancing beginning

SOP for Covid positive
GE15 voters

PUTRAIAYA: The Health Ministry Is in discussions
with the Election Commission (EC) to draw up safe
pmto::n!s for Covid 19 positive voters to cast their
ballots in the 15th general e]ccljﬂn (GE15), said
Health Minister Khairy J

“Covid-19 will stay with us. If we them
their right to vote, we are denying a constimutional
right,” he told a media conference after launching
the Clinical Research Malaysia 2021 annual report
and the Phase 1 Realisation Project report

Y.

During the Johor state election on March 12, a
voter was fined RM1,000 for showing up to vole
despite being under quarantine,

Khairy said the minisiry and EC were devising
the hest measures for Covid-positive individuals to

vote.

"Some (have suggested allowing) those infected
to use postal voting, but how would it be for those
:lvho were infected one or two days before polling

ay?

“If they wish to vote, who is going to take them
and which channel should they use? Should we
have a special channel for Covid-19 patients? So,
this matter needs more time."

Khairy said public health should be the priority
when discussing GE15.

“We need to find the most suitable timing and
period of lowest risk to hold GE15 as it involves the
people going out to campaign and vote”'

Prime Minister Datuk Seri Ismail Sabri Yaakob
was earlier reported as saying the issue of
dissolution of Parllament to make way for GE15
would be discussed among the top five Umno
leaders and if the party was confident of winning, it
would not be delayed. - Bernama

Kedah, Perak record
highest deaths

KUALA LUMPUR: A total of 1,263,287 children
aged five to 11 have received their first dose of
Cmnd 1‘? vaccme under the National Covid-19

for Child as of

Sunday.

The CovidNOW website showed 2,942,399
adolescents aged 12 to 17 have received at least one
dose, including 2,843,805 who have been fully
vaccinated. A total of 15,483,571 individuals have
recetved their boosters and 22,943,182 have been
fully vaccinated while 23,219,105 received art least
one dose,

On Sunday, 27,330 doses were administered,
with 9,849 as first doses, 1,116 as second shots and
16,365 boosters, bringing the cumulative total
vaccine doses given to 68,484,635,

The Health Ministry GitHub portal showed that
71 deaths due to Covid-19 were recorded on
Sunday, with Kedah and Perak reporting the
highest number at 14 cases each, followed by Johor
with 11, Selangor with seven, while Kelantan,
Penang and Sarawak had five cases each.

Negri  Sembilan reported four cases,
Terengganu and Kuala Lumpur registered two
cases each while Pahang and Malacca each
recorded one death. - Bernama



