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Tiga langkah
tangani isu
kekurangan ubat

Fasiliti kesihatan
awam boleh
pinjam bekalan
untuk kegunaan
kecemasan

{Heh Noar Artgah Sulaiman

bhnews@bh.com.my

Kuala Lumpur: Kementerian Ke-
sihatan (KKM) merumuskan tiga
langkah penyelesaian sementara
untuk menangani isu kekura-
ngan bekalan ubat-ubatan yang
kini berlaku di fasiliti kesihatan
kerajaan dan swasia.

Menterinya, Khairy Jamalu-
ddin berkata, langkah pertama
dengan membenarkan fasiliti ke-
sihatan swasta memohon pinja-
man bekalan ubat-ubatan dari fa-
siliti kesihatan swasta lain atau
fasiliti kesihatan kerajaan yang
terdekat.

Beliau berkata, dalam soal ini
fasiliti kesihatan kerajaan boleh
menimbang untuk meminjam-
kan bekalan ubat-ubatan untulk
kegunaan ketika kecemasan, kri-
sis dan bencana dengan memas-
tikan terlebih dahulu ketersedi-
aan dan baki stok ubat-ubatan
mencukupi untuk kegunaan ak-
tiviti harian di fasiliti kesihatan
kerajaan terbabit.

"Selain itu, pesakit juga boleh
dirujuk ke fasiliti kesihatan ke-
rajaan terdekat untuk menesrus-
kan rawatan seliranya perlu, na-
mun pesakit mungkin memerlu-

Carl aleermatif jBa bokatah ubat

Keratan akhbar BH 8 Jun lalu.

kan perubahan regimen
ubat-ubatan berdasarkan keter-
sediaan di fasiliti kerajaan yang
dirujuk. Langkah akhir, pesakit
boleh membeli ubat-ubatan ber-
kenaan dari Farmasi Komuniti
dengan preskripsi dari klinik
atau hospital swasta berkenaan,”
katanya dalam kenyataan, sema-
lam,

Bifsebelum ini melaporkan be-
berapa jenis ubat-ubatan menga-
lami kekurangan di pasaran, ter-
masuk di klinik swasta beriku-
tan kegagalan pembekal dari
luar negara menghantar bekalan
mengikut tempoh ditetapkan
akibat kekurangan bahan men-
tah, '

Antara ubat didakwa menga-
lami kelurangan adalah ubat ba-
tuk, demam dan antibiotik yang
disifatkan penting untuk rawa.
tan harian pesakit, selain ubat
untuk merawat penvakit kaki, ta-
ngan dan mulut (HFMD) dise-
babkan peningkatan kes itu di
seluruh negara,

Susulan pendedahan itu, KKM
mencari strategi bagi penyelesa-
fan jangka masa sederhana dan
panjang berhubung isu kekura-
ngan bekalan ubat termasuk me-
neroka sumber baharu atau be-
kerjasama dengan industri far-

maseutikal tempatan.

Dalam pada itu, Khairy berkata
pihaknya mengambil maklum
isu kekurangan bekalan
ubat-ubatan di klinik dan hos-
pital swasta serta farmasi komu-
niti di Malaysia yang dilaporkan
mutakhir ini.

"KKM memandang serius isu
kekurangan bekalan ubat-ubatan
sama ada di fasiliti kesihatan ke-
rajaan ataupun swasta,

“Justern, KKM berharap se-
mua langkah ini dapat memberi
penyelesaian sementara terha-
dap isu kekurangan bekalan
ubat-ubatan ke fasiliti kesihatan
swasta supaya kesinambungan
perkhidmatan kesihatan yang
berkualiti kepada rakyat dapat
diteruskan,” katanya.

Pada masa sama, beliau her-
kata KKM memulakan perkong-
sian maklumat senarai ubat-uha-
tan yang mengalami gangguan
dan cadangan produk alternatif
bagi ubat-ubatan terbabit dengan
pihak pengamal perubatan awas-
ta, hospital swasta dan Farmasi
komuniti,-

Senaral ini, katanya akan di-
kkemas kini dari semasa ke se-
masa dan langkah ini dilaku-
kan untuk mengurangkan im-
pak kepada situasi semasa dan
penggunaan secara optimum
ubat-ubatan generik lain seba-
gai alternatif, yang masih
mempunyai bekalan di pasa-
ran.

"Penyelesaian jangka panjang
sedang diusahakan KKM dalam
menangani isu ini dan peman-
tauan berterusan dibuat untuk
memastikan ketersediaan
ubat-ubatan di seluruh Mala-
ysia," katanva,
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Penularan COVID-19

Kemasukan pesakit ke hospital meningkat

Putrajaya: Jumlah kemasukan
pesakit COVID-19 ke hospital
awam bagi setiap 100,000 pen-
duduk di negara ini, meningkat
sebanyak 20 peratus pada Ming-
gu Epidemiologi 23/2022 (ME
23/2022) dari 5 hingga 11 Jun
lalu,

etua Pengarah Kesihatan,
Tan Sri Dr Noar Hisham Ab-
dullah, berkata kemasukan pe-
sakit ke Pusat Kuarantin dan
Rawatan COVID-19 (PERC)
awam bagi setiap 100,000 pen-
duduk bagaimanapun menurun
sebanvak 10 peratus, berbanding
minggu sebelumnya.

Selain itu, belian berkata, ju-
mlah pesakit jangkitan kategori
zatu dan dua juga meningkat
sebanyak 33.3 peratus, manakala
kategori tiga hingga lima pula
naik sembilan peratus.

“Pengpunaan katil bukan kri-

tikal pula meningkat sebanyak
lapan peratus, katil unit rawatan
rapi (ICU) menurun 17 peralus
dan katil PKRC Berisiko Rendah
naik 200 peratus.

“Bilangan kes memeriukan
alat bantuan pernafasan menu-
run 20 peratus,” katanya sema-
lam,

Dr Noor Hisham berkata, bi-
langan kes positif di seluruh ne-
gara vang dipantau Pusat Pe-
nilaian COVID-18 (CAC) menca-
tatkan penurunan.

“Bilangan pesakit ke CAC me-
nurun 8.7 peratus, dan kes ba-
haru COVID-19 yang menjalani
pemantavan di rumah menurun
0.5 peratus, Namun, kes CO-
VID-19 yang dirujuk CAC ke
PKRC atau hospital meningkat
sebanyak 51.9 peratus.

“Statistik kes aktif harian CO-
V1D-18 yang dipantau secara ma-

ya (CAC Maya) pada akhir ME
23,2022 menunjukkan peningka-
tan enam peratus kepada 21,591
kes berbanding 20,363 pada
minggu sebelumnya,” katanya.
Secara keselurnhan, Dr Noor
Hisham memaklumkan, blla-
ngan kes sembuh pada ME
23/2022 menuriun sebanyak 21.7

peratus kepada 10,806 kes ber-
banding 13,787 minggu sebelum-
nya.

“Bilangan kes baharu CO-
VID-19 pada ME 23/2022 mening-
kat 0.4 peratus (daripada 11,052
kepada 11,096 kes), kes tempatan
naik 0.5 peratus (daripada 11,022
kepada 11,076 kes) dan kes im-

naik sembilan peratus o]

‘@ Jumlah pesakit jangkitan kategori
satu dan dua juga meningkat
sebanyak 33.3 peratus, manakala
kategori tiga hingga lima pula

Dr Noor Hisham Abdullah,
Ketua Pengarah Kesihatan

port menurun 33.3 peratus (da-
ripada 30 kepada 20 kes).

"Selain itu, kes kematian me-
nurun 3.8 peratus (daripada 26
leepada 25 kes), manakala purata
kes altif setiap hari bagi ME
23/2022 ialah 22,013 kes (menu-
run A5 peratus berbanding
minggu sebelumnya),” katanya.

Dalam pada itu, Dr Noor His-
ham berkata, hasil survelan CO-
V1D-19 di Iokasi sentinel seluruh
negara pada ME 23/2022 men-
dapati kadar positif sampel kes
Penyakit Seperti Influenza (ILI)
bagi COVID-19 menurun kepada
3.8 peratus berbanding 10.9 pe-
ratus pada ME 22/2022.

“Kadar positif sampel Jang-
kitan Pernafasan Akut Teruk
(SARI) bagi COVID-19 pada ME
23/2022 meningkat kepada 8.8 pe-
ratus berbanding 6.8 peratus
minggu sebelumnya,” katanya.
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Kuala Lumpur: Kemente-
rian Kesihatan Malaysia
(KEM) mengumumbkan se-
cara keseluruhan jumnlah ke-
masukan pesakit Covid-19

Jumlah kemasukan pesakit
Covid-19 ke hospital naik 20%

Angka jangkitan HFMD
di Johor turun 401 kes

ke fasiliti kesihatan hospital
dan Pusat Kuarantin dan
Rawatan Berisiko Rendah
(PEKRC) Awam bagi setiap
100,000 penduduk menu-
tun 10 peratus pada minggu
epidemiologi (ME) ke-23.

Ketua Pengarah Kesiha-
tan Tan Sri Dr Noor Hisham
Abdullah berkata, bagaima-
napun jumlah kemasukan
pesakit Covid-19 ke hospital
awam bagi setiap 100,000
penduduk meningkat seba-
nyak 20 peratus.

“Jumlah pesakit kategori 1

dan 2 meningkat sebanyak
33.3 peratus manakala ka-
tegori 3,4,dan 5, meningkat
sebanyak sembilan peratus.
“Untuk makluman, kes
positif Covid-19 yang dipan-
tau oleh Pusat Penilaian Co-
vid-19 (CAC) di seluruh ne-
gara semakin menunjukkan
penurunan,” katanya dalam
satu kenyataan, semalam.
Dr Noor Hisham berkata,
sebanyak 4,524,727 kumula-
tif kes baharu direkodkan
antara 25 Januari hingga 11

Jun lalu,

“Dalam tempch sama,
4,466,305 kumulatif kes
sembuh, 135711 kumulatif
kematian  dan  kumulatif
kluster sebanyak 7,015 klus-
ter.

“Selain itu, perbandingan
antara ME 22f2022 dan ME
23/2022 menunjukkan bila-
ngan kes sembuh pada ME
23/2022 menurun sebanyak
217 peratus (13,797 kes ke-
pada 10,806 kes).

“Manakala bilangan kes

baharu pada ME 23/2022
meningkat sebanyak 0.4 pe-
ratus (11,052 kes kepada
11,006 kes)," katanva.

Menurutnya, bilangan kes
ternpatan meningkat 0.5 pe-
ratus (1,022 kes kepada
11,076 kes) kes import me-
nurun sebanyak 33.3 peratus
(30 kes kepada 20 kes).

“Berdasarkan kes kema-

tian pada ME 23/2022 me-
nunjukkan penurunan ke-
pada 3.8 peratus {26 kes ke-
pada 25 kes)" katanya.

Penularan Covid-19
di bar teruk: China

“Beljing: Pihak berkuasa Be-
ijing  mengklasifikasikan
penularan  Covid-19  yang
bermula di sebuah bar me-
wah di kawasan kejiranan
Chaoyan% yang ramai pen-

duduk sebagai teruk selepas
sekurang-kurangnya 166
orang  dijangkiti, lapor

Sputnik.

“Penularan Covid-1p di
bar Heaven di Chaoyang
adalah teruk daripada segi
skala dan kepadatan., Kali
ini ia lebih sukar dikawal
dan dicegah daripada me-
rebak berbanding sebelum
ini," kata jurucakap kera-

jaan bandar Xu Hejian,

Wabak itu dikesan ming-
guini, merebak ke 14 daerah
Beijing dalam beberapa ha-
ri. Pihak berkuasa bandar
merancang untuk mem-
buat ujian terhadap pendu-
duk Chaoyang dari Isnin
hingga Rabu,

Beijing mula melonggar-
kan sekatan Covid-19 di ke-

banyakan daerah pada Is-

nin. Bar, restoran, tempat
kebudaysan dan  hiburan,
taman dan ruang awam lain
dibuka semula, dan pe-
ngangkutan awam berope-
rasi seperti biasa.

Subvarian Covid-19 mudah
merebak dikesan di Rusia

Mpscow: Subvarian Co-
vid-19 Omicron yang lebih
mudah menular sudah me-
rebak di Rusia, lapor Sput-
nik, memetik kenyataan pe-
gawai kanan di badan pe-
merhati kesihatan kebang-
saan Rospotrebnadzor.
Ketua penyelidikan ge-
nom di Institut Penyelidi-
kan Pusat Epidemiologi
Rospotrebnadzor,  Kamil
Khafizov, memberitahu
pemberita  bahawa dua
makmal kebangsaan sudah
menyerahkan sampel ge-
nom virus jenis BA.4 ke
pangkalan data VGARus.
“Sampel diperoleh pada
akhir Mei," kata Khafizov.
Bagaimanapun, saintis

itu memaldumkan subvari-
an BA.2 masih menyum-
bang g5 peratus daripada
semua kes baharu di Rusia,

“Beberapa kajian yang di-
terbitkan  baru-baru  ini
mendedahkan  subvarian
vang dikenali sebagai BA.4
dan BA.5, lebih mudah ber-
jangkit berbanding Omic-
ron asal” katanya.

Ketua Pertubuhan Kesi-
hatan  Sedunia  (WHO)
memberi amaran pada Mei
bahawa Omicron BA.4 dan
BA.s mendorong peningka-
tan kes di negara dengan
kadar pemberian vaksin
rendah, meskipun subvari-
an BA.z kekal dominan di
seluruh dunia.

Batu Pahat: Bilangan kes
penyakit tangan, kaki dan
mulut (HFMD) di negeri
ini menunjukkan penuru-
nan bagi Minggu Epide-
miologi (ME) 23 (Epid 23)
(5 hingga 11 Jun) kepada
1,000 kes iaitu penurunan
sebanyak qo1 kes berban-
ding minggu sebelumnya
faitu 1,491 kes.

Pengerusi Jawatankuasa
Kesihatan dan Perpaduan
Johor Ling Tian Soon ber-
kata penurunan tersebut

dipercayai berikutan cuti
sekolah dan pihaknya akan
terus memantau perkem-
bangan kes penyakit ber-
kenaan setiap minggu.

“Berkemungkinan pe-
nurunan kes HFMD ini
adalah  dischbabkan pada
minggu berkenaan (Epid
23) adalah waktu cuti se-
kolah iaitu kebanyakan ka-
nak-kanak berada di ru-
mah dan bukannya di pu-
sat jagaan, tadika atau tas-
ka.” katanya.
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Pinjam bekalan ubat dari fasiliti lain

Khairy ulas mengenai
isu kekurangan bekalan
ubat di Malaysia

KUALA LUMPUR

-

ementerian Kesihatan (KKM)
mengambil beberapa langkah pe-
nyelesaian sementara bagi meng-
tasi isu kekurangan bekalan
ubat-ubatan di klinlk dan hospital swasta
serta farmasi komuniti dalam negara.
Manter Kesihatan, Khairy Jamaluddin
Abu Bakar dalam kenyataan pada Isnin
berkata, fasiliti kesihatan swasta boleh
memohon pinjaman bekalan ubat-ubatan
dariparia fasiliti kesthatan swasta yang lain
atau fasilili kesihatan kerajaan terdekat.
“Fasiliti kesihatan kerajaan boleh me-
nimbang urtuk meminjamkan bekalan
. ubat-ubatan bagi kegunaan ketika ke-
cemasan, krisis dan bencana dengan me-
‘mastikan terlebih dahulu ketersediaan
serta baki stok ubat-ubatan mencukupi
unfuk kegunaan aktiviti harian fasiliti ke-
sihatan kerajaan tersebut,” katanya.
Khairy berkata, sekiranya perlu, pe-
sakit baleh dirujuk ke fasiliti kesihatan ke-

Kes baharu Covid-19
meningkat 0.4 peratus
minggu lepas

KUALA LUMPUR -
Bilangan kes baharu
Covid-19 di negara ini
bagi Minggu
Epidemiologi (ME) ke-23 |
dari 5 hingga 11 Jun
meningkat sebanyak 0.4
peratus iaitu 11,096 kes
berbanding 11,062 kes
pada minggu sebelum- -
nya (ME ke-22).

Ketua Pengarah
Kesihatan, Tan Sri Dr
Noor Hisham Abdullah
berkata, jumlah kumulfatif kes
Covid-18 di Malaysia kini berjumiah
4,524,727 kes. ;

Beliau berkata, purata kes aktif
satiap hari bagi ME ke-23 pula me-
nurun sebanyak 5.5 peratus iaitu
22,013 kes berbanding minggu
sebelumnya.

"Pyrata kadar kebolehjangkitan
Govid-19 {nilai RY) pula menunjuk-
kan peningkatan sebanyak 5.5 pe-
ratus iaitu 0.96 berbanding 0.81
pada minggu sebelumnya,” katanya
dalam satu kenyataan pada Isnin.

Menurut beliau, bilangan kes
sembuh pada ME ka-23 menurun
sebanyak 21.7 peraius (13,787 kes
lepada 10,806 kes) berhanding ME
ke-22, metjadikan kumulatif kes
sembuh sebanyak 4 468,306,

Jelasnya, kes kematian pada
ME ke-23 juga menunjukkan pe-
nurunan kepada 3.8 peratus de-
ngan 25 kes berbanding 26 kes
padia minggu sebelumnya menjadi-
kan kurnulatif kematian kini 35,711,

DR NOOR HISHAM

5 Sementara itu, me-
~ nurut beliau, jumlah ke-
masukan pesakit ke
fasiliti kesihatan laitu
hospital dan  Pusat
Kuarantin dan Rawatan
Covid-19 (PKRC) bagi
setiap 100,000 pen-
duduk menurun se-
banyak 10 paratus un-
tuk ME sama
berbanding ME se-
belumnya.

"Namun begitu,
jumlah kemasukan pesakit
Covid-19 ke hospital awam bagi
setiap 100,000 penduduk me-
ningkat sebanyak 20 peratus.
Jumiah kes memerlukan alat bantu-
an pamafasan pula menurun se-
banyak 20 peratus. .

"Secara keseluruhan, peng-
gunaan katil PKRG meningkat se-
banyak 200 peratus dan peng-
gunaan katil bukan kritikal juga
meningkat sebanyak lapan peratus
manakala penggunaan katil unit
rawatan rapi (ICU) menurun se-
banyak 17 peratus,” jelasnya.

Dr Noor Hisham berkata, kes-
kes positif Covid-19 yang dipantau
oleh Pusat Pepilaian Covid-19
(CAG) di seluruh negara semakin
menunjukkan pengurangan dengan
kedatangan pesakit ke CAGC ber-
kurangan sebanyak 8.7 peratus dan
hilangan kes baharu yang menjalani
pemantauan di rumah juga me-
nurun sebanyak 0.5 peratus. -
Bernama

rajaan terdekat untuk me-
neruskan rawalan, namun -’
pesakit berkenaan mungkin
memsrukan penibahan regi-
men ubat-ubatan berdasarkan
ketersediaan di fasiliti keraja-
an yang dirujuk.

Menurut Khairy, pasakit
juga boleh membeli ubat-
ubatan berkenaan daripada
farmasi komuniti dengan pres-
kripsi daripada kiinik atau hos-
pital swasta terbabit.

YKKM berharap langkah-
langkah inl dapat memberi penyelesaian
sementara terhadap isu kekurangan
bekalan ubat-ubatan ke fasiliti kesihatan
swasta agar kesinambungan perkhidmat-
an kesihatan yang berkualiti kepada rakyat
dapat diteruskan,” vjarnya.

Jelas Khairy, pada masa sama, pihak
KKM juga telah memulakan perkongsian

KHAIRY JAMALUDDIN

makiumat senarai ubat-ubatan
yang mengalami gangguan
dan cadangan produk alterna-
tif bagi ubat-ubatan tersebut
dengan pihak pangamal per-
ubatan swasia, hospital swas-
ta dan farmasi komuniti.

“Senarai ini akan di-
kemaskini dari masa ke masa.
Langkah ini dilakukan untuk
mengurangkan impak kepada
situasi semasa dan peng-
gunaan secara optimum ubat-
ubatan generik lain sebagai
alternatif, yang masih mempunyai bekal-
an di pasaran.

“Penyelesaian jangka panjang sedang
diusahakan KKM dalam menangani isu
ini dan pemantauan berterusan dibuat
untuk memastikan ketersediaan ubat-
ubatan di seluruh Malaysia,* katanya. -
Bernama :

11 JUN 2022
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10pc drop in Covid health facility admissions, says Health D-G

KUALA LUMPUR: The number of
Covid-19 patients admitted to
health facilities — hospitals and
Covid-19 quarantine and treat-
ment centres (PKRC) — per
100,000 population dropped by
10 per ceni during epidemiolog-
ieal week 23 (EW23, June 5 to 11)
compared with EW22.

However, Health director-gen-
eral Tan 5ri Dr Noor Hisham Ab-
dullah yesterday said Covid-19

hospital admissions per 100,000
people had increased by 20 per
cent.

“Categories 1 and 1 admissions
increased by 33.3 per cent, while
Categories 3, 4 and 5 admissions
increased by nine per cent.”

Dr Moor Hisham said the
Covid-12 bed utilisation rate had
also increased,

"MNon-critical bed use rate in-
creased by eight per cent, Inten-

sive Care Unit bed use decreased
by 17 per cent, and PKRC bed use
increased by 200 per cent.

“Cases that required ventilator
support, however, dropped by 20
per cent.”

He said cases being monitored
by the Covid-19 Assessment Cen-
tre also showed that the coron-
avirug Infection was on a down-
ward trend.

“The total number of Covid-19

patients who arrived ar Covid as-
sessment centres (CACs) was re-
duced by 8.7 per cent from 3,704
in EW22 1o 3,383 in EW23.

“However, cases that CACs re-
ferred to PERC or hospitals in-
creased by 51.9 per cent from 81 to
123.

"Also, cases being monitored
by the virtual CAC are on an up-
ward trend.”

Meanwhile, Dr Noor Hisham

said total recoveries had dropped
by 217 per cent from 13797 to
10,806 cases.

He added that total new infec-
tions increased by 04 per cent
from 11,052 to 11,096,

Hesaid total average active cas-
es had dropped 5.5 per cent to
22,013,

Malaysia reported 1,571 new in-
fections and one death on Sun-
day.

11 JUN 2022
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The case for
accination

Covid-19 vaccine effectiveness relates to the
ablllty of vaccines to prevent hospitalisation

FAST EACTS

FILE PICTURE

Viaccination is generally accepted as the most effective means to retirit to normalcy.

eera Murugesan

0OVID-19 vaccination has been

one of the mast talked-about

subjects in the past year. In

Malaysia, almost B2 per cent of

the population has receivad two
dose-s of the vaccine,

Many have come te accapt vaccination
as the maost effective means to fight the
pandemic and return to normalcy. Current
data supports this view.

Inthe past two years, we have withessed
the devastation caused by the pandemic,
which has claimed milliens of lives and
caused enormous economic and social
destruction, says Southeast Asian Ministers
of Education Organisation (SEAMED Tropi-
cal Medicine and Public Health (TROPMED]
Network secretary-general Dr Pratap Sin-
ghasivanon.

Speaking during a media roundtable on
“Understanding Covid-19 Vaccine Effec-
tiveness”, Dr Pratap, a former dean of the
Faculty of Tropical Medicine at Mahidol
University, Thailand, says Covid-19 has
testad global health systems beyond their
limits and remains an ever-changing chal-
lenge.

But one thing is clear, he says. Vacci-
nations have and conlinue to be the best
protection against the most serious conse-
quences of Covid-19, which are hospitalisa-
tion and death,

"The most effective way to minimise the
impact of Covid-19 on lives and livelihoods
is through comprehensive vaccination pro-
grammes,” says Dr Pratap

national Yacc
nire

NEED FOR VACCINATION

Or Pratap explains that hew well a vac-
cine performs in terms of preventing the
recipient from developing severe Covid-19,
leading to hospitalisation ar even death, is
an accurate measure of its effectiveness.

Fhilippine College of Physicians secre-
tary Dr Rantgene Solanle agrees with this
VIEW,

He says allvaccines are able to generale
good antibody responses but that alane is
not an indication of how effective they are.
Antibedy profiles ara not effective predic-
tors ofvaccine effectiveness against severe
disease.

Pratection against severe Covid-19
effects like hospitalisation and death s the
best measure of how effective a vaccine is.

Or Solante says antibodiss also wane
over lime after vaccination, but this doesn't
mean that our protection against severe
infection is diminished.

“Evarwath waning antibody levels, there
isstill good protection against severs infec-
tion, hospitalisation and death from Cou-
id-19." he says.

While antibodies may drop after the ini-
tial flood when one first gets the vaccine,
the protection remains.

pandem.’c, PIETURE- CAFATED BY FREEPN — WWW,
FREEFIK.COM

TO BOOST OR NOT?

Booster shots also play a role in providing
a crucial extra layer of protection against
Covid-17.

AstraZeneca Vaccines and Infectious
Diseases Asia area medical director Dr
Bruce Mungall says vaccines have and con-
tinue to previde very high efficacy against
severe Covid-17 outcomes. But vaccine
effectiveness against the Omicron variant
is lower than the Delta.

“This is largely what is driving the large
number of Omicron cases around the
world, Fortunately, the majority of these
infections are much milder comnpared with
Deltz,” says Dr Mungall

But the most impertant thing is keeping
people out of hospitals and preventing them
fram dying, he adds, and vaccines continue
to do a very good job in that aspect, even
with Omicron,

But what's clear, particularly with data
frarm the United Kingdom, is that two dos-
e5 are probably not enough to prevent the
maijority of hospilalisalion or deaths with
the Omicran variant. With an additional
honsler dose, however, protection is rap-
idly restored.

“Two deses probably don't provide opti-
mal protection from Omicron as data from
the UK shows. There is compelling evidence
that a hooster dose 1s important Lo provide
the best protection against Omicron.”

He adds that the genersl percaption is
that Omicron is mild and if one is well-vac-
cinated, it s going to rerain mild. However,
Omicron in an unvaccinated person is nol
necessarily a mild disease

s meerafdmediaprima.com.my

Vaccindation is the best option tobartiethe

tesred 1
health syseenis.
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The battle
against Covid-19
isan ever-
changing one.
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Govt facilities to bridge meds gap

Khairy: Private sector can ‘borrow’ medicines to beat supply shortage

By ALIZA SHAH
alizashah@thestarcom.my

PETALING JAVA: Private health
establishments are allowed 1o bor-
row supplies of medicines from gov-
ernment facilities, said Health
Minister Khairy Jamaluddin.

The measure, along with a few
others, will be able to curb the
issue of shortages of medicines
curreﬁﬂgr faced by some private
health facilities and community
pharmacies, he said.

Other measures inclnde having
the patients referred o the near-

est d})uhlic facility, where their
medication regimens might be
adjustet based on the availability
of the medicine.

Alternatiely, patients can also
buy their own medication at com-
munity pharmacies using the pre-
scriptions given.

“The Health Ministry hopes the
measures can give a temporary solu-
tion 1o the issue of medication short-
ages at private health facilities and
ensure conlinuous quality health
services to the people,” he said in a
stalement vyesterday. He was
responding to reports claiming med-

icine sho at certain places.

Khairy said his ministry is work-
ing on Jong term solutions to
address the issue, He added that
the ministry has also shared infor-
mation on alternative medicines
that private health facilities and
community pharmacies can offer
patients to cope with current sup-
Dbly issues. The list will he updated
Irom time to time.

This measure is taken to reduce
the impact of the current shumt;ﬁe
and to ensure optimal use of the
other generic drugs which are still
available in the market, he said.

Thank you:
Khairy giving
a speech at
Hospital
Sultanah
Bahiyah, Alor
Setar, during a
medical
equipment
presentation
ceremony by

. the Japanese

governmant.
— Bernama
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Covid-19 cases increase by 0.4%:

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia
recorded a 0.4% increase in new
Covid-19 cases for Epidemiological
Week 23 (June 5 to June 11), with
11,096 cases compared with 11,052
reported in the previous week.

Health director-general Tan Sri
Dr Noor Hisham Abdullah said the
cumulative number of cases
currently stood at4,524,727.

He said the average daily active
cases recorded a 5.5% drap, which
was 22,013 cases compared with the

preceding week.

“The average infectivity rate
showed a 5.5% increase at 0.96,
compared with 0.91 previously” he
said in a statement yesterday,

The number of recovered cases
also dropped by 21.7% last week
from 13,797 to 10,806, bringing the
cumulative recoveries to 4,466,305,

He said the number of deaths

showed a 3.8% drop, with 25 cases

compared with 26 cases, bringing
the cumulative deaths to 35,711

UNIT KOMUNIKASI KORPORAT

Health DG

Meanwhile, Noor Hisham said
the admission of Covid-19 patients
into health facilities, namely public
hospitals and Quarantine and
Treatment Centres per 100,000
population, decreased by 10%
compared with the preceding
week,

“Overall, bed occupancy at

Quarantine and Treatment Centres
increased by 200% and non-critical
bed occupancy also increased by
8%, while the use of intensive care

14 JUN 2022

unit beds dropped by 17%

Noor Hisham said positive cases
monitored by the Covid-19
Assessment Centres nationwide

- also dropped, with patient arrivals

down by 8.7% and the number of
new cases undergoing home
monitoring dropped by 0.5%.

However, the number of cases
referred to Quaramme and
Treatment Centres or hospitals
increased by 51, 9% he said.
- Bernama



