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RUU Kawalan Produk Tembakau dan Merokok 2022

KKM jamin tubuh
jawatankuasa bebas

Kaji keberkesanan
undang-undang
sebelum
dikuatkuasakan
pada 2025

Meh Sazalina Halid
suzalina@bh.com.my

Kuala Lumpur: Kementerian Ke-
sihatan (KEM) memberi jaminan
akan menubuhkan jawatankuasa
bebas untuk mengkaji Rang Un-
dang-Undang (RUL) Kawalan Pro-
duk Tembakau dan Merokok 2023,
sebelum  dikuatkuasakan pada
2025, walaupun penilaian manda-
tori tidak diperuntukkan dalam
undang-undang berkenaan.
Menterinya, Khairy Jamalu-
ddin, berkata KKM akan mem-
berilindung jamin di Dewan Ra-
kyat nanti, bahawa jawatankuasa
ini akan mengkaji keberkesanan
tindang-undang terbabit.
Mengulas lanjut katanya, kajian
berhubung keberkesanan RUU itu
juga akan dilaksanakan jawatan-
kuasa bebas itu selepas tempoh 10
lahun undang-undang itu dikuat-
kuasakan déngan laporannya di-

GEHERATIONAL FHD

bentangkan di Parlimen.

irekod dalam hansard
“Laporan ini akan dibentangkan
di Parlimen dan bukannva ke-
pada KKM, selepas tempoh 10
tahun, kajian sama dibuat sama
ada perundangan ini perlu di-
pinda jika tidak berkesan,

“Baya akan sebut dalam uca-
pan pembentangan nanti supaya
iadirekodkan dalam hansard (pe-
nyata rasmi) bahawa menteri
memberikan lindung jamin me-
ngenai jawatankuasa bebas ini.

“Mengenai RUU ini, sebenar-
nya memang sudah ada Peratu-
ran-Peraturan  Kawalan Hasil
Tembakau (PFKHT) 2004 contoh-
nya membabitkan kesalahan me-
rokok di tempat larangan.

“Jika sebelum ini, denda mak-
simum mengikut peraturan itu
adalah RM10,000 namun untuk
RUU 1ni ia diturunkan kepada

CAME ADYVOE

RM5,000. Cuma dariparda aspek
penjualan, kita perketatkan un-
dang-undang.., jadi kalau masih
ada Ahli Parlimen tidak sckong,
saya harap jangan ganggu laluan
RUU ini,” katanya pada sidang
media, di sini.

Pada masa sama, Khairy ber-
kata, jaminan sama turut diberi-
kan kepada Pengerusi Jawatan-
kuasa Pilihan Khas Eesihatan,
Sains dan Inovasi (PSC) Parli-
men, Dr Kelvin Yii Lee Wuen,
berhubung penubuhan jawatan-
kuasa terbabit.

Katanya, sebelum ini PSC me-
minta supaya adanya penilaian
mandatori terkandung di dalam
RUU itu, selain syor lain jawa-
tankuasa terbabit untuk diper-
mudahkan terapi gantian niko-
tin, tiada hukuman penjara dan
rekod jenayah bagi GEG, selain
memperbanyakkan program ber-
henti merokok dilaksanakan,

R.UU Kawalan Produk Tembakau
dan Merokok 2022
Apakah itu Generasl penamat (GEG)?

GEG merujuk kepada generas|
yang dilahirkan pada

1 Januari 2007

dan seterusnya

r&-? 3

sebarang produk merokok
termasuk rokok elektroni

s Tl ol
Sumber. Uit Kawalan Tembakao, KKM

Pelaksanaan akta dapat turunkan kes 3 penyakit utama

Dari Mitka 1

Khairy juga yakin pelaksanaan
akta itu kelak juga dapat me-
murunkan kes tiga penyakit uta-
ma berkaitan tabiat merckok iai-
tu barah paru-paru, sakit jantung
dan penyakit paru-paru tersum-
bat kronik (COPD) akibat me-
rokok.

Sehubungan itu, Kementerian
Kesihatan (KEM) berharap se-
mua Ahli Parlimen dapat me-
mainkan peranan mereka de-
ngan menyokong RUU ity apabila
dibentangkan uniuk bacaan kali
kedua di Dewan Rakyal, esok.

Jika diluluskan kelak, un-
dang-undang ini akan berkuat
kuasa pada 2025,

“Tidak banyak RUU di Mala-
ysia yang boleh menyelamatkan
sehingga dua juta nyawa rakyat...
kita sudah pun membelanjakan
lebih RME.2 bilion pada 2020 un-
tuk merawat tiga penyalkit utama
akibat tabiat merokok.

“Kalau kita mengambil unju-
ran kos rawatan tiga penyakit
itu, ia dijangka mencecah RM8.8
bilion pada 2030 sedangkan cukai
vang kita kutip daripada jualan

rokol hanya sekitar RM3 bilion.

“Tiada nilai ambang atau ju-
mlah minimum yang selamat ba-
gl rokok, ini adalah fakta sain-
tifik... benda lain kalau ia di-
ambil secara sederhana ia tidak
memudaratkan seperti gula atau
garam namun ia berbeza dengan
rokok.

“Makan garam atau gula se-
cara berlebihan anda seorang sa-
haja yang sakit, begltu juga arak,
berbanding merokok yang mem-
beri kesan kesihatan terhadap
orang lain (perokok pasif)," ka-
tanya.

Berlkutan itu, Khairy berha-
rap isu pasaran haram rokok,
vape dan penguatkuasaan tidak
dijadikan alasan oleh Ahli Par-
limen untuk tidak menyokong
RUU itu.

Rabu lalu, Khairy memben-
tangkan RUU Kawalan Produk
Tembakau dan Merokok 2022 ba-
¢i bacaan kali pertama memba-
bitkan tiga peruntukan untuk
menangani masalah merokok.

Iaitu, melarang pembelian dan
penjualan produk tembakau atan
e-rokok kepada mana-mana in-
dividu yang lahir pada dan se-

lepas 1 Januari 2007, keperluan
pendaftaran produk merokok,
Peruntulian ketiga membahit-
kan kuasa menter] melarang se-
barang bentuk produk merokok
sekiranya lerdapat situasi akut
atau kritikal yang membahaya-
kan nyawa, kesihatan atau ke-
selamatan  penduduk  akibat
penggunaannya.

Malaysia dan New Zealand ada-
lah dua negara pertama yang
membawa RUU GEG ke Parlimen
masing-masing, mingeu lalu.

Ketika ini, Malaysia tidak
mempunyaiundang-undang khu-
sus untuk kawal selia produk
tembakau, e-roltok dan vape. Ro-
kok ketika ini dikuatkuasakan
mengikut Seksyen 38 Akta Ma-
kanan 1583,

Khairy berkata, dengan pelak-
sanaan undang-undang itu kelak,
ia bukan sahaja membolehkan
kawalan rokok ada undang-un-
dang sendiri, ia turut membe-
narkan kerajaan mengawal selia
produk erokok dan vape vang
berada secara tidak sah di pa-
saran negara kerana tiadanya pe-

raturan khusus mengawalnya.

“Tiada mekanisme perunda-
ngan untuk kawal selia rokok alaf
baharu ini, sebab itu RUU ini
diperlukan kerana vape sebuah
industri yang tidak terkawal jus-
tern melalui RUU ini ia bukan
sathaja untuk GEG tetapi juga me-
ngawal selia e-rokok dan vape.

“Selama ini kita kehilangan cu-
kai sehingga RM1 billon setahun
sejak 10 tahun lalu disebabkan
pasaran e-rokok dan vape yang
berada di luar lingkungan un-
dang-undang. RUU ini juga men-
dapat sokongan industri vape ke-
rana mereka mahu dikawal selia
dan tak nak wujud dalam ke-
adaan melanggar undang-un-
dang.

“Pada mulanya badan bulkan
kerajaan (NGO) kesihatan minta
kita haramkan vape (sepenuh-
nya) tetapi ia adalah sukar, maka
saya berkompromi untuk melak-
sanakan GEG dan mereka akur
untuk kita kawal selia vape,” ka-
tanya memaklumkan proses RUU
ini sudah dimulakan KKM sejak
12 tahum lalu.

Eerajaan dijangka dapat me-
ngutip cukai sebanyak RMS00 ju-

ta hingga RM1 bilion setahun da-
ripada industri vape apabila ia
dikawal selia melalui perunda-
ngan,

Bagaimanapun, katanya, peng-
Eunaan e-rokok dan vape tetap
tidak akan dibenarkan dalam ka-
langan GEG kerana KKM me
nolak kaedah pengurangan ke
mudaratan (harm reduction) dan
tidak mahu polongan vang belum
mula merokok terjebak dengan
rokok alaf baharu,

Beliau juga memberi jaminan
apabila undang-undang itu dilak-
sanakan kelak tidak akan e
nyebabkan golongan GEG yang
melakukan kesalahan memiliki
rekod jenayah ataupun dikena-
kan penjara, sebaliknya dikom-
paun maksimum RM3( sahaja,
manakala denda maksimum
RMS5,000 jika dibawa ke mahlka-
mah,

“Tiada penjenayahan (melalui
undang-undang ini kepada GEG)
malah sebelum ini di bawah pe-
raturan kawalan hasil tembalkau
2004, hanya kompaun dikenakan
bagi kesalahan penggunaan ro-
kok bagi mereka di bawah usia 18
tahun,” katanya,
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JKPK mahu pelaksanaan
selaras hak kanak-kanak

Jawatankuasa
bimbang peraturan
disalah guna
termasuk beri
hukuman tidak
setimpal kesalahan

Heh Latifah Arifin

latifah@bh.com.my

Kuala Lumpur: Jawatankuasa
Pilihan Khas Hal-Ehwal Wanita,
Kanak-Kanak dan Pembangunan
Sosial (JHPK) berharap badan itu
diberi peluang untuk menilai sa-
ma ada larangan, liabiliti dan
penguatliuasaan Rang Un-
dang-Undang (RUU) Kawalan
Produk Tembakau dan Merokok
2022 selaras dengan Konvensyen

Hak Kanak-Kanak (CRC) Pertu-
buhan Bangsa-Bangsa Bersatu
(PBB) yang diratifikasi oleh Ma-
laysia pada 1995,

FPengerusinya, Datuk Seri Aza-
lina Othman Said, berkata pi-
haknya khuatir fasal mengenai
penguatkuasaan RUU itu yang
mungkin terdedah kepada pe-
nyalahgunaan, memandangkan
ia membabitkan golongan ba-
wah umur termasuk kanak-ka-
nak.

“Merujuk kepada RUU Kawa-
lan Hasil Tembakau dan Mero-
kok 2022 yang dibentang dan di-
baca kali pertama di Parlimen
pada 26 Julai lalu, JKPK meng-
hargai aspirasi Kementerian Ke-
sihatan (KEM) untuk mencapai
generasi penamat (GEG) bagi
produk tembakau demi kesiha-
tan rakyat.

“Namun, pihak JKFK khuatir
fasal mengenal penpuatkuasaan
RUU akan membuka ruang un-

tuk penyalahgunaan dan salah
tafsir serta huluman yang tidak
setimpal dengan kesalahan,” ka-
tanya.

Kenyataan itu dikeluarkan ber-
sama lapan lagi Ahli Jawatan-
kuasa JKPK termasuk Ahli Par-
limen Rompin, Datuk Sri Hasan
Arifin; Ahli Parlimen Kota Sa-
marahan, Datuk Rubiah Wang;
Ahli Parlimen Kemaman, Che
Alias Hamid dan Ahli Parlimen
Kuantan, Fuziah Salleh.

Jelasnya, antara kebimbangan
JKPK adalah berhubung fasal 24,
yang memberi kuasa kepada
menteri untuk melantik ma-
na-mana individu untuk menjadi
pegawai dalam penguatkuasaan
akta berkenaan.

Selain itu, pihaknya turut
memberi penekanan mengenai
skop kuasa pegawai vang diberi
kuasa menyiasat, memasuki pre-

mis, mengambil sampel, mem-
berhentikan, menggeledah dan
menyita dengan atau tanpa wa-
ran dan sebagainya seperti yang
diperuntukkan di bawah fasal 24,
fasal 26, fasal 27, fasal 28, fasal 32
dan fasal 33.

“JEPKE turut gusar kerana pe-
nguatkuasaan ini membabitkan
golongan bawah umur dan pe-
ngendalian golongan ini memer-
lukan pegawai teriatih dan mem-
punyai sensitiviti kanak-kanal,
selaras norma antarabangsa.

“Fasal 54(1)(b) berkenaan kom-
paun kesalahan juga perlu di-
teliti dengan lebih mendalam
atas implikasinya ke atas golo-
ngan bawah umur,” katanya,

JEFK berharap KKM merujuk
RUU berkenaan kepada Jawatan-
kuasa Pilihan Khas Kesihalan,
Sains dan Inovasi sebelnm pem-
bentangan di Dewan Rakyat.

“JEPK turut menyokong syor
nombor 13 Jawatankuasa Pilihan

© JKPK khuatir

fasal mengenai
penguatkuasaan RUU
itu mungkin terdedah
penyalahgunaan,
memandangkan ia
membabitkan golongan
bawah umur termasuk
kanak~kanak’

Azalina Othman
Said,
Pengerusi
JEPK

Khas Kesihatan, Sains dan no-
vasi yang tidak bersetuju dengan
cadangan  hukuman jenavah
vang dikenakan kepada kesala-
han yang membabitkan remaja.

“Kami sedia membantu KKM
berkenaan RUU tersebut dari
perspektif hak kanak-kanak se-
belum bacaan kedua di Dewan
Rakvat,” katanya.

Rabu lalu, Menteri Kesihatan,
Khairy Jamaluddin - memben-
tangkan RUU itu yang mahu me-
wujudkan generasi bebas mero-
kok termasuk vape bagi mereka
yang lahir pada 2007 dan sele.
pasnya.
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Tak perlu

lagi isi

Kad

Pengembara

bermula esok gf;

KKM beri
kelonggaran
susulan sistem
kesihatan
pada tahap
baik, terkawal

Kuala Lumpur: Berkuat kuasa
esok, semua pengembara yang
memasuki Malaysia tidak perln
lagi mengisi dan melengkapkan
ciri-ciri Kad Pengembara dalam
aplikasi MySejahtera, kata Men-
teri Kesihatan, Khairy Jamalud-
din

Dalam kenyataan semalam,
belian memaklumkan kelong-
garan itu diputuskan berikutan
keadaan sistem kesihatan kini
berada pada tahap baik dan ter-
kawal serta bertujuan untuk me-

T

4.8

i =4 Sa-
Pengembara baru tiba di pintu masuk antarabangsa akan mei
pemantauan status kesihatan kendiri,

mudahkan prosedur kemasukan
pengembara ke negara ini.

Pa =
Khairy berkata Kementerian Kesi-
hatan (KKM) akan sentiasa mem-
pergiatkan aktiviti pemantauan
gejala dalam kalangan pengemba-
ra di semua pintu masuk antars-
bangsa (PMA) Malaysia.

"Ketika ketibaan di PMA, seki-
ranya pengembara dikesan demam

Jangkitan harian
kembali meningkat
kepada 4,860 kes

Kuala Lumpur: Sebanyak
10 kematian akibat CO-
VID-19 direkodkan setakat
tengah malam kelmarin,
dengan angka jangkitan
harian kembali meningkat
kepada 4,860 kes berban-
ding 3,926 kes sehari sebe-
lumnya.

Daripada jumlah kema-
tian itu, Selanpor mere
kodkan jumlah tertinggi
dengan lima kematian, ter-
masuk satu daripadanya
kematian di Tuar fasiliti
kesihatan (BID), diikuti Jo-
hor dan Kedah masing ma-
sing dua kes serta satu lagi
korban di Sabah.

Sementara itu, laman
sesawang  COVIDNOW,
melaporkan 4,849 kes pe-
nularan tempatan dan 11
kes import vang mendapat
jangkitan dari luar negara.

Jumlah berkenaan
sekali  gus  menjadikan
jumlah kumulatif kes pe-
nularan wabak berkenaan
di negara ini meningkat
kepada 4,672,999 kes terma-
suk 37,815 jangkitan dari
luar negara,

Sementara itu, jumlah
keseluruhan  angka ke-
matian akibat jangkitan
COVID-19 adalah 35,956
kes. Daripada jumlah itu,
sebanyak 7637 adalah kes
BID.

Pertambahan kes baharu
itu menjadikan sehingga
kini terdapat sebanvak
48,300 kes aktf. Daripada
jumlah itu, sebanyak 959
peratuis atau 46,334 kes se-
dang menijalani kuarantin
witjib di rumah,
Selebihnya jaitu 3.9 pe-
ratus bersamaan 1,883 kes

masih dirawat di hospital,

23 orang di Pusat Kuaran-
tin dan Rawatan COVID-19
(PKRC), selain 60 pesakit
dimasukkan ke Unit Rawa-
tan Rapi (ICLN termasuk 34
daripadanya memerlukan
alat bantuan pernafasan,
Dalam pada itu, setakat
tengah malam kelmarin,
sebanvak 3,836 kes sembuh
dilaporkan di negara ini
menjadikan jumlah indi-
vidu pulih daripada jang-

kitan berkenaan adalah
sebanyak 4,580,743 kes.

Mengenai kadar peng-
gunaan ICU bagi rawatan
COVID-18 di seluruh ne-
gara, data menunjukkan
sehingga kini ia adalah
sebanyak 64.3 peratns,
sementara  kadar peng-
gunaan  keseluruhannya
69.2 peratus.

Bagi perincian meng-
ikut negeri pula, peng
gunaan katil ICU tertinggi
adalah di Kedah dengan
816 peratus; diikuti Johor
(75 peratus), Selangor (72.8
peratus), Lembah Klang
(72 peratus), Labuan (714
peratus), Putraiaya (70 pe-
ratus) dan Kelantan (69.6 ‘

peratus).

Ini diikuti Kuala Lum-
pur 674 peratus; Peral |
(66.3 peratus), Negeri Sem-
bilan (85.3 peratus), Sabah
(63.8 peratus), Melaka (58.5
peratus), Pahang (554 pe-
ratus), Perlis (52.6 peratus),
Pulau Pinang (53.5 pera. |
tus), Sarawak (47.9 peratus)
dan Terengganu, 47.6 pera-
Tus,

ks il

-re
-

melalui pengimbas suhu ataupun
didapati tidak sthat melalui ru-
Jukan kendiri oleh pengembara,
mereka akan dirujuk untuk peme-
riksaan semula cleh pihak kesiha-
tan,” katanya. '

Eha''y berkata selepas peni-
laian kesihatan dibuat dan seld-
ranya disyaki menghidap penyakit
berjangkit seperti COVID-19, mon-
keypox, MERS-CoV atau lain-lain,
mereka akan dirujuk ke fasiliti ke-

lalui pengimbas suhu serta diminta mengamalkan

(Fata hiasan)

sihatan berhampiran untuk peme-
riksaan dan rawatan lanjut.
Justeru, belian berkata se-
mua pengembara yang baru tiha
dari luar negara hendaklah me-
ngamalkan pemantauan status
kesihatan kendiri, mematuhi pro-
sedur operas| standard (SOP) dite-
tapkan dan dinasihatlan ke fasili-
ti kesihatan berhampiran untuk
pemeriksaan sekiranya didapati
tidak sihat. BERNAMA
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mmmra Kmsﬁferun Ked‘l;atan
Malaysia (KKM) memberl jaminan ke-
rajaan akan menyemak semula Alda
Produk Tembakau dan Merakok 2022
sekiranya RUU ity diluluskan..
Menterinya, Khairy Jamaluddin Abu

Bakar berkata, semakan itu dicadangkan -

dibuat selepas 10 tahun akta tersebut
dikuatkuasakan.

“Perkara Ini akan saya sebut dalam
pambentangan di dalam Dewan Rakyat
Isnin Ini agar ia direkodkan dalam Senaral
Penyata Rasmi {(hansard),”

Menurutrya, satu )‘awamnkuns;‘bbe
bas akan diwujudkan bagi tujuan

“Jawatankuasa Inl akan bentangkan
laporan keberkesanan akta itu kepada
Jawatankuasa Parlimen supaya pe-
narnbahbaikan boleh dibuat,” katanya.

Baliau berkata, langkah tuaabutudn-f

Byor
sa Pilihan Knas Parfimen (PSC).

"‘Say‘a harap ahl Parlimen
kalau ada yang tidak sokang,
jangan'ganggu laluan RUU’
ini,” katanya.

Khairy berkata, setakat ini
penglibatan dan sbkongan
ahli: Parlimen adalah sangat
baik.

“Secara keseluruhan, ra-
mal ahli Parliman yang me-
nyokongnya. Ada antara me-
reka - membangkitkan isu
penguatkuasaan, -sokong.
Ada yang bangkitkan |su penguat-
kuasaan, rokok dan sebagainya.

“Saya beritahu kepada mereka yang
mana boleh perketatkan, kita akan per-

-

~ ketatkan dan ada garis panduan supaya

tidak berfaku salah guna kuasa,” katanya.
‘Mengulas mengenal dakwaan ada
syarikat rokok (big fobaceo) melobl ahli

Parlﬂnen berhubung dmgan RUU itu,

men memberttahu (jumpa
walkil syarikat rokok) saya dan

calcsp jangan nsau. merska

RUUL" katanya.

T&gas airy, tlndaiv,nn

tupakan kesalahan di bawah

The Framework Convention

onTohm

Control. ]
“Mereka tidak boleh me-

lobl atau campur tangan dalam per-
undangan mana-mana negara tentang
kawalan ternbakatr.

“Kanapa kamu nak jual benda yang

‘baleh bunuh orang dan mereka tahu ro-

kk:‘lkam dijual ity boleh membunuh,”
Menjawab berhubung
napamjaanmmn tmdaka.n

syarikat’ rokok tersebut me-’

arak, garam dan gula

'yang dihat turut mendatangkan
masa- _
ape:ahil Par -la

a rakyat, Khairy berkata; tidak
ada kuantiti selamat untuk rokok.
“Benda lain kalau ambil dengan se-
derhana, ia tidak akan memudaratkan,
"Makan garam, gula lebih, ia tidak
mendatangkan kemudaratan kepada
orang lain. Dia sahaja yang sakit
“Tetapl rokok, di Amerika Syarjkat
sahala, puluhan ribu meninggal akibat
asap rokok,” : 3
Tambah Khalry, RUU itu dilihat mam-
Mﬂ;&nyalama!kan dua juta nyawa aki-
ematian pramatang menjelang ta-
hun 2040 disababkan rokok.
“Sebab itu saya merayu kepada ahli
gﬁr&mm untuk sama-sama kita Wilaskan
daripada kematian pramatang
disebabkan perokok, sekali gus a juga
dapat membantu menurunkan kes ber-
kaitan rokok,” kata baliau.
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KKM mansuh keperluan isi
Kad Pengembara

. * T

Kelonggaran itu diputuskan berit !

KUALA LUMPUR - Berkuat kuasa 1
Ogos, semua pengembara yang me-
masuki Malaysia tidak perlu lagi mengisi
dan melengkapkan ciri-ciri Kad
Pengembara dalam aplikasi WySejahtera.

Menteri Kesihatan Khairy Jamaluddin
berkata, kelonggaran itu diputuskan ber-
ikutan keadaan sistem kesihatan kini be-
rada pada tahap baik dan terkawal serta
bertujuan untuk memudahkan prosedur
kemasukan pengembara ke negara ini.

Khalry berkata Kementerian Kesihatan
(KKM) akan sentiasa mempergiatkan ak-
tiviti pemantauan gejala dalam kalangan
pengembara di semua pintu masuk an-
tarabangsa (PMA) Malaysia.

“Semasa ketibaan di PMA, sekiranya
pengembara dikesan demam melalui
pengimbas suhu ataupun didapati tidak

sistem kesik kini berada pada tahap
baik dan terkawal.

sihat melalui rujukan kendiri oleh pe-
ngembara, meraka akan dirujuk untuk
pemeriksaan semula oleh pihak hesihat-
an,” katanya dalam kenyataan pada
Sabtu.

Khairy berkata selepas penilaian ke-
sihatan dibuat dan sekiranya. disyaki
menghidap penyakit berjangkit seperti
Covid-19, cacar monyet, MERS-CoV atau
|ain-lain, meraka akan dirujuk ke fasiliti
kesihatan berhampiran untuk pemeriksa-
an dan rawatan lanjut.

Justeru, beliau berkata semua pe-
ngembara yang baru liba dari luar negara
hendaklah mengamalkan pemantausn sta-
tus kesihatan kendiri, mematuhi prosedur
operas| standard (SOF) ditetapkan dan
nadir ke fasiliti kesihatan berhampiran se-
kiranya didapati tidak sihat, - Bernama
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Rokok bukan sumber
utama ekonomi negara

PUTRAJAYA: Industri rokok
tempatan bukan penyumbang
sumber utama ekonomi dan
tdak menjejaskan pendapa-
tan megara terutama perole-
han cukai.

Dalam nada sinis, Menteri
Kesihatan, Khairy Jamalud-
din berkata, kos rawatan yang
ditanggung kerajaan ke atas
pesakit membabitkan tabiat
merokok adalah besar dari-
pada kutipan cukai diperoleh.

Secara nmum, industri rokolk

-sah menyumbang culai kurang

RM3 bilion setahun atan 0.18
peratus  daripada  Keluaran
Dalam Negara Kasar pada tahun
lalu besbanding kos rawatan
pesakit terbabit yang hampir
mencecalt RM6 bilion setahun.
Dari segi peluang peker-
jaan kerana data Jabatan Fer-
angkaan Malaysia pada tahun
lepas  menunjukkan cuoma
setamai 1,119 orang terlibat
dalam industri tembakau.
Justeru, ujarnya, Rang Un-
dang-undang (RUU) Kawalan
Produk Tembakau dan Mer-
okok 2022 adalah perlu bagi

mengawal selia industri terse-
but dan membina generasi
penamat (GEG).

“Ini belum lagi ketirisan
pasaran haram jenayah penye-
ludupan yang menyebabkan
kerajaan menanggung keru-
gian cukai hampir RM5 bilion
setahun,” katanya pada sidang
alkhbar di sini.

RUU itu bakal dibentangkan
di Dewan Rakyat pada Isnin
ini untuk bacaan kali kedua
sebelum dibahas dan pengun-
dian pada keesckan hari den-
gan penguatkuasaan bermula
pada 2025.

Ketika ini dianggarkan ter-
dapat hampir 5.4 juta perokok
di seluruh Malaysia dan RUU
tersebut juga buat julung kali
meliputi penjualan vape yang
selama ini bebas tanpa ada
kawal selia.

“Saya tahu ada pemain in-
dustri tembakau cuba melobi
Ahli-ahli Parlimen menolak
RUU ini namun kita berharap
tolong fikir masa depan GEG
menikmati hak sihat tanpa
sakit,” katanya.
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THR mampu hentikan tabiat merokok

Oleh ROSALINDA MD.SAID
rosahnda sad@mediarmula com my

PETALING JAYA: Kira-kira B89
peratus rakyat Malaysia percaya
kaedah pengurangan kemu-
daratan tembakau (THR) mam-
pu  membantu menghentikan
tabiat merokok dalam kalangan
perckok.

Badan pemikir bukan kera-
jaan, Datametrics Research and
Information 5dn, Bhd. (Dare)
berkata, penemuan itu hasil ka-
jian dilakukan oleh TGZ terha-
dap responden dalam kalangan
perokok dan bukan perokok.

Pengarah Urusan Dare, Pan-
kaj Kumar berkata, daripada
jumlah itu, seramai 77 peratus
bersetuju yang vape mmerupa-
kan alternatif praktikal seba-
gai pengganfi rokok sekali gus
membantu  perokek mengu-
rangkan dan akhimya berhenti
daripada aktiviti berkenaan,

Katanya, vape merupakan
antara kaedah THR selain tem-
bakau tanpa asap dan beg nilotn.

Malah, kaedah berkenaan
dalam masa sama mampu
membantu  kerajaan  mengu-
rangkan kos rawatan penyakit
yang disebabkan rokok.

“Walaupun 71 peratus re-
sponden mengakui sular untuk
berhenti merokok, namun dua
pertiga daripadanya yakin vape
membantu merela  berhenti
mahu pun mengurangkan tabi-
at berkenaan.

“Malah, menurut responder,
vape juga merupakan yang pal-
ing praktikal berbanding pen-
delkatan Tain," katanva dalam
laporan itu.

Menurut laporan Pertubu-
han Kesihatan Sedunia (WHO),
kira-kira lapan juta kematian
direkodkan di dunia berpunca
akibat tokolc sama ada barah,
penyakit kardiovaskular, strok
dan lain-lain berkaitan kulit
serta gusi. .

Pankaj berlcata, penggunaan
vape dikenal pasti 95 peratus
lurang mudarat berbanding
rokole tradisional berdasarkan
kajian yang dilakukan oleh
agensi kesihatan awam, Public
Health England,

Di samping itu, katanya, le-
bih 50,000 perokok dilaporkan
berjaya berhenti merokok den-
gan bantuan vape.

Dalam pada itu, beliau
berkata, Malaysia memerlukan
strategi tepat termasuk peratu-

ran dalam memanfaatkan sepe-
nuhnya potensi vape sebagai
produk yang dapat mengurang-
kan kemudaratan seperti mana
langkah yang dilaksanakan di
New Zealand dan Singapura.

Menurutnya, kerangka pera-
turan mesti ditentukan dengan
baik di samping mengambil kira
manfaat kesihatan awam.

“New Zealand merupakan
antara negara di dunia yang
terbuka menerima e-rokok dan
mempromosikan peranti ity se-
bagai satu cara untuk rakyatnya
berhenti merokok,” katanya.

Baru-baru ini, Kabinet me-
luluskan Rang Undang-Undang
(RUU) kawalan tembakau dan
merokok yang melarang aktiviti
merokok dan pemilikan seba-
rang produk berkaitan rokok
termasuk jenis elektronile bagi
epnerasi muda yang lahir se-
lepas 2007,

Polisi dikenali sebagai Gene-
rational End Game (Generasi
Penamat) itu telah dibentang
di Parlimen, namun, langkah
drastik yang diambil itu mence-
tuskan seribu satu persoalan
mengenai keberkesananmya
terutama dalam beberapa situ-
asi terkini di negara ini.

KAJIAN mendapati lebih 50,000 perokok dilaporkan berjaya berhenti
merokok dengan bantuan kaedah pengurangan kemudaratan tembakau.
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'MAKETHE RIGHT
DECISION

HEALTH Minister Khairy Jamaluddin is appealing to MPs to support the Tobacco and
Smoking Control Bill, or generational endgame law, that will be tabled in Parliament
tomorrow for the second reading. The bill, which bans smoking and prohibits the
ownership of tobacco and vaping products by those born in 2007 and after, will save
an estimated two million lives up to 2040 and safequard future generations.

- 5 ADIB POVERA )1\l PAGE 5

.|
=
]
=
<
= =
w
<
=
-
v
g
=
o
)
o




KERATAN AKHBAR

31 JULA| 2022

AKHBAR
MUKA SURAT : 4
RUANGAN

10 DEATHS

4,860 new
Covid-19
cases reported

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia logged
4,860 new Covid-19 cases on Fri-
day, an increase from 3,926 cases
the day before.

According to CovidNow and
Github data, 4,849 were local
transmissions and 11 were im-
ported.

The bulk of the cases were re-
ported in Selangor with 1,649 in-
fections, and 1,466 in Kuala
Lumpur. Other states reported
under 300 cases.

Ten deaths were recorded on
Friday, including one brought-in-
dead case.

Five deaths were reported in
Selangor, two each in Johor and
Kedah, and one in Sabah.

The death toll now stands at
35,956 since the pandemic began
WO Vears ago.

There were 48,300 actives cas-
es and 3,836 recoveries reported

: NEW STRAITS TIMES

: NEWS/NATION

Penple queum;g o pet a Covid-19 vacrine booster shot at a vaccination

centre in Pavilion Bukit Jalil, Kuela Lumpir, on Friday. eic B OWee a4

CHUN

on Friday.

Of the active cases, 46,334 were
undergoing home quarantine, 23
were at Low-Risk Covid-19 Quar-
antine and Treatment Centres,
1,883 were hospitalised and 60
were warded at intensive care
units, A total of 34 patients in the
1CU were ventilated.

As for Covid-19 vaccination,
2,583,627 adults aged above 60
have recelved one dose of the
booster vaccine, and 151,356 have
received the second booster
dose.

A total of 16,137432 adults have

received one dose of the booster
dose and 336,661 have been ad-
ministered with the second
booster shot.

For adolescents aged 12 to 17,
2,883960 have completed their
vaccination, with 45782 having
taken their first booster dose and
237 their second booster dose.

Meanwhile, for children aged
five to 11, 1,496,301 have complet-
ed their vaccination.

In total, 27,444 054 people have
completed their vaccination with
16,184,192 having taken their first
booster shot.

ON MYSEJAHTERA APP

Traveller’s Pass not

needed from

KUALA LUMPUR: Starting tomor-
row, travellers entering the coun-
try will no longer need to submit
details and complete the Trav-
eller’s Pass feature on the My-
Sejahtera application.

Health Minister Khairy Ja-
maluddin said the relaxation fol-
lowed the development of the
country’s current health system,
which was good and under con-
trol.

The relaxation would also fa-
cilitate the entry procedures of
travellers to Malaysia, he said.

However, he stressed that the
ministry would continue to mon-
itor travellers who exhibited
symptoms of Covid-19, monkey-
pox, MERS-CoV and ather infec-
tious diseases before referring
them to health facilities for fur-
ther rreatment.

“The ministry will continue ta
monitor the health symptoms of

tomorrow

travellers at all international
pc‘a'rts of entry into Malaysia,

Upon arrival, if a traveller is
detected with a fever through the
thermal scanners, or found to be
unwell through self-referral by
the traveller, they will be referred
for re-examination by the Health
Department,” he said in a srate-
ment yesterday,

Khairy reminded travellers ar-
tiving from abroad to monitor
their health stagys, comply with
the standard operating proce-
duresand goto thenearest health
facility for examination if found
unwell.

It was announced that Malay-
sians returning to the country
were no longer required ta com-
plete the Traveller's Pass feature
on tl:le MySejahtera application.
Foreigners would still have to
foi}nplete and submit their de-

ails.
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‘TOBACCO LOBBYISTS COMMITTED OFFENCE

Industry players not
allowed to interfere
in legal affairs of
country on tobacco
control, says Khairy

ADIBE POVERA
PUTRAJAYA
NEWSENSLCom.my

OBACCO industry play-

ers who were in Parlia-

ment to lobby against

the generational
endgame (GEG) legislation have
committed an offence under the
Framewaork Convention of Tobac-
co Control,

Health Minister Khairy Ja-
maluddin confirmed that there
were tobaceo players “lobbying in
Parliament”.

He also said that a member of
parliament had met with some-
one from the “three big tobacce”

“companies, -but the MP gave an
assurance that he would support
the Tobacco and Smoking Con-
trol Bill.

"According to the (Framework)
Convention of Tobacco Cantrad,

interested parties in the tobacco
industry are not allowed to lobby
and interfere in the legal affairs
of any country on tobacco con-
trol.

“The MP who met them, how-
ever, has pledged to continue
suppaorting the bill, The MP only
wanted to hear the explanation
(from the tobacce lobbyists)," he
said in an interview with the me-
diaon Friday.

Khairy, however, did riot reveal
the identity of the MP or the
name of the tobacco industry
players.

He said he would fight for the
bill to be passed in the current
patliamentary sitting.

"Why are vou selling something
that eould kill people? Why?

“And the big tobacco knows
that (what) they are selling (is)
something that kills people.”

He also responded to critics
who asked why the ministry did
not pursue similar generational
bans on aleohol, sugar or salt.

“Unlike these three items, there
is no minimum guantity or
ghreshulci thart is safe for smok-

ng.

“That is a scientific fact and
that is also being held on to (by
governments) in other coun-
tries,” he said.

A sign prohibiting the sale of cigarettes to those aged under 18 on display at a shop in Kuala Lumpur
recently. PIC BY EFFENDY RASHID
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MINISTRY: TWO |

MILLION WILL
DIE IF LAW NOT

PASSED

Khairy hopes MPs
will make right
decision and pass
the smoking
endgame bill

ADIB POVERA
PUTRAJAYA
NeWs@nst.com.my

WO million deaths in
less than 20 years.
This is the number of
deaths linked to smol-
ing tobacco and nicotine prod-
ucts that the Health Ministry es-
rimates the country will see if
nothing is done to eradicate the
habit in future generations.

In an interview on Friday,
Health Minister Khairy Jamalud-
din said the ministry projected
that it would cost the government
EMB.8 billion by 2030 to treat
three major smoking-related dis-
eases — lung cancer, heart dis-
ease and chronie ebstructive pul-
monary disease.

This is almost three times the
estimated RM3 billion in tax col-
lected from the sale of tobacco
products.

“The ministry estimates that we
can prevent two million deaths by
2040 if the Tobacco and Smoking
Control Bill s passed in Parlia-
ment and the tobacco genera-
tional endgame (GEG) is imple-
mented,

“I hope members of parliament
(MPs) will malee the right decision

.and choose to save two million

lives, save our future generation
and protect them from being ad-
dicted to smoking cigarettes and
products containing nicotine, an
extremely dangerous poison,”
Khairy said.

Thebill, which contains a clause
o ban smoking and prohibit the
ownership of tobacco products by
people born in 2007 and after, is
scheduled to be tabled for its sec-
ond reading at the Dewan Rakyat
tomorrow.

If the bill is passed, It is ex-
pected to be enforced in 2025.

Khairy described the bill as cru-
cial to legalising and controlling
the sale of e-cigarettes, which is
being conducted “illegally” asthe
matter was in the grey area of
existing regulations.

The government would be able
to collect tax once the sale of e-
cigarettes is legalised following
the passing of the bill.

Khairy said the government had
missed out on RM500 million in
taxes annually since the sale of e-
cigarettes began about 10 vears
ago.

“This is a conservative estima-
tion, the figure could reach up to
EM1 billion (annually). But the
government could not collect tax
from something illegal.”

The sale of e-cigarettes, also
known as vape, would remain il-
legal to people born in and after
2007 once the bill is passed.

Khairy said the ministry be-

Health Minister Khatry Jamaluddin speaking in an interview on the Tobacco and smokng Control Bill ir
Putrajaya on Friday. PiC BY MOHD FADLI HAMZAH

lieved in robacco harm elimina-
tion instead of reduction.

"E-cigarettes contain nicotine,
and nicotine addiction is 80 per
cent higher compared with other
substances.

“It takes only 10 seconds for
smoke from nicotine products to
reach our brain and two days for
people to get addicted to it.

“It is extremely difficult to stop
this habit once people are addict-
ed to smoking.”

He said those born in and after
2007 caught smoking would not
be criminalised or jailed once the
GEG law is enforced.

“Offences under the GEG (for
offenders born in and after 2007)
will not be registered under the
Registration of Criminals (and
Undesirable Persons Act 1969)."

He gaid the proposed maximum
fine of RM5,000 for offenders was
cnly a deterrent.

Under the existing practice, he
said, underage buyers would be
slapped with a RMS50 compound
under the Control of Tobacco
Product Regulation 2004,

“Since 2019, 10,421 compounds
have been issued to underage
buyers. ;

“OF the total, only 1.4 per cent,
or 145 cases, have been charged
in court, with all offendets plead-
ing guilty.

*The average fine issued by the
court was RM200 to those who
pleaded guilty.”

With all the arguments present-
ed, Khairy said there was no rea-
gcm for MPs not to support the

ill.

“Mevertheless, we are confident
that the bill and GEG will help us
eliminate the smoking habit in
the country.”

If the bill is passed, an inde-
pendent committee will be set up
to carry out a mandatory eval-
uation of the effectiveness of the
proposed law before it is en-
forced.

Khairy said the committee
would conduct another round of
review in the event the [aw re-
quires amendments 10 years af-
ter it has been enforced,

He said the setting up of the

commitiee was among the ree-
ommendations made during his
Engagement sessions with the
Parliamentary Select Committee
PSC).

Other recommendations made
by the PSC, said Khairy, included
for the GEG to be imposed on
people barn in and after 2008 in-
stead of 2005,

"However, I told the committee
that 20,000 people will die if we
delay the GEG ta apply to people
Wi:xo are born in and after 2008.

'"We reached a consensus for
the GEG to be applicable to peo-
ple born in and after 2007, who
are now 15 vears old.”

He said the ministry would hold
more engagement sessions with
thase involved.in the tobacco and
e-cigarette industries before the
GEG Is enforced.

The ministry is looking at sev-
eral mechanisms, such as the use
of QR codes and identification
card readers, in the implemen-
tation and enforcement of the
GEG to not inconvenience those
unaffected by the law,

PUTRAJAYA: It will take 20 to 30
years to see the robacco gener-
ational endgame (GEG) legisla-
tlon’s impact on the economy.
Health Minister Khairy Ja-
maluddin said the tobaceo indus-
try contributed only RM3 billion
in taxes, or 0.81 per cent of the
gross domestic product (GDF).

Based on a survey conducted
by the ministry, Khairy said the
loss in productivity caused by
smoking would be higher than
the industy's GDP contribution
if the Tobacco and Smoking Con-
trol Bill is defeated in Parliament.

“It will take a long time before
the tobacco industry becomes

Khairy: 20 to 30 years to see impact of smoking

extremely small after the GEG
law is in force.

"The economic impact will not
happen overnight. For example,
if you are 18 vears ald now. you
can smoke until the day you die.”

He dismissed claims that the
GEG law would lead to a rise in
illicit cigarette smuggling.

endgame law on economy

“Logically, the demand for
cigarettes will drop when it be-
COMEes 4 Norm among people
born after 2007 (not to smoke).

"Automatically, the demand for
illicit cigarettes will drop when
there is a reduction In the de-
mand for cigarettes.”

Khairy gave an assurance that

his ministry was working with
other ministries and agencies to
stamp out illicit cigarettes,

"It does not mean we can’t do
the right thing just because the
illieit (cigarette) market exists.

“In Eact, we can do both — pass
the GEG law and fight the illicit
market at the same time.”
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Traveller’s
Card not
required

PETALING [JAYA: Entry into
Malaysia has been further eased
with travellers no longer needing to
fill in the Traveller's Card.
Beginning tomorrow, the require-
ment to complete the Traveller’s
Card on the MySejahtera app as
E_aﬁretdOf Covid-19 restrictions will he

Health Minister Khairy Jama-
luddin said this was to simplify
procedures  for those entering
Malaysia.

He added that the decision was
made with the view that the current
healthcare system was at a good
and controlled level,

“The ministry will beef up efforts
to detect travellers with {unusual)
symptoms at all international points
of entry,” Khairy said in a statement
yesterday.

Upon arrival, if a person is detect-
ed with fever through the thermal
scanner or found to be unwell, they
would ke referred for an examina-
tion by the Health Department.

If there is a case of suspected
illness from infectious diseases such
as Covid-19, monkeypox, MERS-CaV
or others, the traveller would be
referred to a nearby health facility

. for further check-up and treatment,
| he added,
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THE good news is that the
long-awaited Tobaceo and Smoking
Contral Bill, also known ag the
“Generational End Game” (GEG),
was tabled in the Dewan Raloyat last
Wednesday.

Health Minister Khairy
Jamaluddin tabled the Bill for the
first reading, conceding that the law
will apply to those born from 2007
onwards, and not 2005 as initally
Proposed,

He said this would allow suffi-
cient time for community educa-
tion, a solid implementation plan
and enfarcement,

There are plans to push this Bill,
with the second and third readings
done, before Aug 4.

: THE STAR

: NATION

GEG, a move in the right direction

If GEG becomes law, those born
in and after 2007 will be prohibited
from smoking, buying or Possessing
any type of smoking products,
including electronic cigarettes or
vape devices, even after reaching
the age of 18,

Shopkeepers and cigarette ven-

dors will also be barred from selling
such products to this group.
The Mational Health and

Morbidity Survey 2019 estimated
that 4.9 million Malaysians aged 15
and above are smokers,

If GEG is passed, the percentage
of Malaysian smokers is estimated
to be Iess than 5% by 2040,

But here is the bad news: the
bipartisan Dewan Rakyat special

select committer (PSC) on health,
science and innovaton has recom-
mended that the Bill be postpaned
by three years,

Although the comumittee, in prin-
ciple, agrees with the spirit of the
Bill, it disagreed with some of the
tabled proposed rules, regulatinns
and punishmenis.

The committee wants the pro-
posed law to be fine-tuned,

While tabling the new law is the
right move lo initiate the first step
towards introducing the GEG, the
challenge now is to set the Bill in the
right direction.

According ta the PSC, with differ-
ent concerns raised by stakeholders,
the Bill must be reviswed to ensure

the Act achieves its objective with-
out causing unintended conse-
quences.

However, although the PSC pro-
posal to strengthen the law cannot
be ignored, the three years post-
ponement suggested is far too long.

While it 15 crucial that the GEG
law is well-defined, if it is to be sue-
cessful, it cannot be denied that
decisive action is also needed to
pratect the health of the young.

As Khairy pointed out, more than
two million lives will be saved with-
in the next two decades if the GEG
law to curb smoking s implement-
ed.

He said the GEG could address
cases of premature deaths caused

by smoking, as well as reduce
smoking-related aflments,

As for the ecanomic impact, while
less than RM3bil is collected as tax
revenue from the tohacco industry,
the cost of three major diseases
associated with smoking is estimat-
ed o reach RM8hil in 2030.

Noting the concerns of various
rights groups, Khairy said GEG
offenders would not have a crimi-
nal record nor be penalised with a
jail term, but they would fnstead he
issued compounds,

With proper enforcement, the
GEG can assure a healthier future
for our children,

It is now up to our lawmakers to
do the right thing,

‘Vote for GEG, save two miillion lives’

The Bill addresses premature deaths caused by smoking,

By GERARD GIMINO
gerard gimino@thestar.com.my

PUTRAJAYA: More than two mil-
lion lives will be saved within the
next two decades if the “Genera-
tional End Game” (GEG) law to curb
smoking is implemented, says
Khairy Jamaludedin,

The Health Minister said the
Tobacea and Smoking Control Bill
was introduced so that Malaysia
could address cases of premature
deaths caused by smoking, adding
that it was also aimed at reducing
smoking-related aflments.

“We have already spent more
than RM6bil since 2020 0 treat
three major smoking-related ail-
ments such as lung cancer, heart
attacks and chronic chstructive pul-
monary disease,

“The tax collected from cigarettes
is only RM3bil," he said.

Khairy compared this to the cost

of treating smoking-related ail-
ments, which is estimated to go up
to RMB.8bil by 2030,

He added that there were not
many other laws that could save
these many lives, so this signalled
GEG's importance,

“Let us pass this Bill together,” he
said, in calling for MPs to support
the Bill, which is scheduled to be
debated tomorrow.

Under the Bill, these born in and
after 2007 will be prohibited from
smoking, buying or possessing any
type of smoking products, including
electronic  cigarettes or vape
devices, even after reaching the age
of 18,

Shopkeepers and cigarette ven-
dors are also not allowed 1o sell
such products to this group of peo-

le,
p. The proposed law is expected to
come into force in 2025,
Khairy said GEG offenders would

not have a criminal record nor

penalised with a jail term, but

compounds would be issued to
er.

“Those found selling the products
to the underaged, however, will
face stern action which can include
a jail sentence,” he said.

He added that the proposed maxi-
mum RM5,000 fine was mainly a
deterrent,

“From 2019, 10,421 compounds
were issued to underage indivi-
duals purchasing cigarettes, with
only 145 going to court,

“The average fine issued by the
court was only RM200,

“At the same time, the highest
fine issued by the court towards
underage individuals purchasing
vigarettes (under existing laws) was
only RM300,” he said.

As for illicit cigarettes, he said his
minisiry and other authorities
would work towards stemming out

the problem,

He noted that some studies from
tobacco companies stated that iikicit
cigarettes made up about 60% of
the market while studies from eco-
nomic experts estimated that it was
about 485,

Khairy said he would he spear-
heading efforts to flush out the
black market for cigarenes while
concurrently reducing the gverall
demand for smoking.

“Just because there is an illicit
market, it doesn’t mean we should
not do the right thing.

We can do the ‘Generational End
Game’ while also fighting the illicit
market,” he said,

He added that online sales of cjg-
areties or vapes would no longer be
allowed once the Bill was passer.

“Under this law, we can take
action through the Communications
and Multimedia Commissian,
among others, as online sales of the

says Khairy

product would be an offence,” he
said.

He said the ministry would alsn
hold engagements with sundry
shops and vape industry players on
the best mechanism to ensure the
GEG is carried out effectively,

"There are several considerations
such as using a QR code, checking
identification cards, and also an app
to purchase tobacco products,”
he said, adding that he intended
for it to be a seamless process
for hoth sellers and eligible con-
SUMEers,

The Health Ministry had initially
proposed the GEG han to cover
those born on Jan 1, 2005 and later,
but recently revised it to those horn
on Jan 1, 2007 and later.

[OEAD
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‘Vaping could lead teens to drug addiction’

PETALING JAYA: Vaping is a risky
habit which o teenagers
into a world of so-called safe drugs,
says addiction therapist Chris Sekar,

“Teenagers will develop a false
sense of confidence control
aver the habit, which is a delusion,”
‘he said.

Chris, who is a member of the
Addiction Medicine Association of
Malaysia, said there is no suich thing
as a “safe habit”,

“Non-nicotine vape does not have
physical withdrawals, but certainly
there will be cognitive withdrawals
as in anger, depression, loss of focus.
and family dissension,” said Chris,
who used to smoke and was once a
drug addict.

“Tt must be noted that juices that

come in cartridges can be laced
with THC (tes r;lmtirtll:ixz|1'|al:m'||:1).
thus misleading
especially their parents whu think
that their teenagers are safe
vapers,” he said.

Community health physician at
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia's
Faculty of Medicine Prof Dr Sharifa
Ezat Wanpli;meh wg that more
young people could en smoldnﬁ
cigareties or even I.Eddnug drugs
vaping among students is left

unaddressed.

"They may use the open
where they can mix with :]B:it
drugs such as THC.*

She called for a stop fo selling
such devices to youngsters.

Dr Sharifa said that while vaping

might not be as unhealthy com-
pared to traditional combustible
cig;mﬁes (CC), there were still risks
©

"It contains chemicals that can
cause Iuns injury, especially if the
person is asthmatic or has poar
lung condition.

ese risks are present, but -

studies have shown the particulate
matter emission and volatile organ-
ic compound (VOC) are lower than
in CC, so in a way, it Is considered
less harmful compared to CC,

“But it is not meant to be used in

to explore,” she said, adding that
m&lnglsﬁn-smnlmwha“&shm

Dr Sharifa spoke of the dangers

that non-nicotine vape products
could have on its users.
“Non-nicotine vape use is of no
b ham introduce f
act, it t or
materials or microorganisms :3311

asbacreria or fungi into the lungs,”

She stressed on proper monilor-
ing and regulation of eliquid and
ettes.

ecigar
“In the United Kingdom, the
ejuice needs to go through strenu-
ous testing in the Iah and monitored
by MHRA (Medicine and Healthcare
Regulatory Authority).
"'I: must meet certain guidelines
up by Public Health England.
Unrnrtunately this is not done in
Malaysia,"” she said.

A pall on our schools

Students sneak in vape products,

PETALING  JAY¥A: Teachers in
some schools are struggling to deal
m students who Slre 50 hooked on
ecigarettes that would
sneak them into c_la.sses.mey -
These students have been caught
vaping in the school toflet, and
when they are guestioned, they
argue that the g device isnota
(=8

A secondary school teacher from
Kulim, Kedah, said seme of these
cases had gone overboard with the
youngsters even vaping inside the
classraom.

“They wounld vape before the
teacher gets in. or when he leaves
the room,” he said,

He said it was tough 10
confiscate the devices as the stu-
dents argued that these were not

'i‘ldi; tﬁéche; obsarved that mnnéne
youl ave been vmrace y,

as they
give in to peer pressure,

“We attempted to help them by
calling their parents and sivk:rsf
cnu.rlsn]lmg on the dangers o

'iehe said, adding however,
Lhat number of cases keeps
going up despite the school declar-
ing a ban on it.

He blamed it on the presence ofa
vape shap just a stone’s throw away.
from the school.

“The access to vaping products
makes it easier for students to bring
their non-smoking friends with
them o visit the shop. It isn’t long
before the others get into the habit
aswell.” he said.

Anather secondary school teach-
er in Bayan Lepas, Penang, found
students sneaking their vaping pods
into the toilet to “smoke”, adding
that there have been complaints
ahout the smell of vaping there.

puff away in nooks and crannies

Cause for concern: Students caught vaping often argue that the
vaping device is not a cigarette. — FAIHAN GHANI/The Star

"We will seize the pods during
spot checks,” he said. :

As such, he was supportive of
the Tobaceo and Smu]gg Control
Bill, which would prohibit those
born in 2007 and subsequent
years from smoking, buying or
possessing any type of smoking
products, including electronic cig-
arettes, even after they reach the

age of 18,

Shopkeepers and cigarette ven-
dors are also not allowed to sell
these products to those covered
under the ban.

The Bill, which was taliled in the
Dewan Rakyat last week, is expect-
ed to be voted o by the MPs on

Tuesday.
A teacher from a religious school

in Alor Setar Jamented about this
social problem, which he said has
ﬂ]n:gsted the learning process in

“It has come to a pgint where
students who don't own a tﬂdh-
‘wotild steal those belonging to
friends because they too want to try
it,” he said,

He said students would vape in
secluded areas of their hostel or
toilets,

When contacted, National Union
of the Teaching Profession secre-
tary-general Heng Suan said
the situation wi school com-
pounds is still under control.

However, he acknowledged that
it Is "a different story” once stu-
dents are out of school.

“We can only advise them, but we
can't take n (if they vape out-
side of schooll,” he said.

Wang said all schools conduct
spot cheeks every onee in a while,

“If we catch a student on this, we
will call the parents,” he addad.

Wang also called on parents to
pay closer attention to their chil-
dren’s activitdes.

SMK Cochrane and SMK (P)
Bandaraya's Parent-Teacher Asso-
ciation chairman Faizdl Mohammad
Arshad said that despite strict rules
and procedures, including spot
dmchndis a:;;: stiI?l toilets, some stu-

ts W atternpt to smuggle
in their vaping gadgets

“Schaols have issued notices that

v:gwguduus cannat be to
hecause they are to

cigaretfes.
“However, there are still students
who smuggle them in and hide
them," he said, adding that the
school would burn vape products
confiscated from students during
Narcotics Awareness Day.

Flectronic ciggie student addicts who have never smoked

PETALING JAYA: They never
smoked, nor even fouched a ciga-
rette, but 90% of the primary and
secondary students interviewed in
a survey have admitted to being
ecigarette “addicts®,

Some of thern confessed to having
lied fo their parents so that they
could have some money to buy the
devices,

“They asked for extra pocket
money from thelr parents or uncles,
claiming that they need it to buy
food when they have to stay back
for extra class or to buy books or to
photostat reading materials,”. said

Consumers Association of Penang
(CAP) education officer NV
Subbarow.

CAP, which spoke to about 50 stu-
dents from 15 primary and second-
ary schools in both urban and rural
areas, found that most of them
admitted to spending RM50 to RMG0
per month to buy the electronic
devices.

Aside from the survey that was
held in June, Subbarow said he also
learned more about the situation

Jfrom students he met during

anti-tchacco and ecigarette pro-
gramumes held in various schools

around the country,

Peer pressure was the main rea-
son many of the students got into it,
he said.

He said these students viewed
smoking cigarettes as a "dirty” habit
and that véping was a more accept-
able alternative.

Furthermore, they said eciga-
rettes were never made illegal for
the underage, he added.

“Plus, it comes in various models,
colours and flavours. Fruits, bubble
gum and candy are the most popu-
lar flavours among the survey
respondents,” he said.

_Su]lgl}:amwmsaaid 80% thh&r]r{iﬂ:cﬁd
not know that some vape juices
could contain nicotine.

*The primary school kids thof
they are just inhaling som g
that is fruity and sweet,

“They di lm:lnkm ouldhe
waorried about any adi
cals

“They said vaping makes them
happy, so they enjoy doing it," he
said.

Subbarow said disciplinary
teachers who were interviewed in
the survey also confirmed getting
camplainis [rom other students

about the smell of vape in school
toilets.

Five second school teachers
said they received complaints about
such a smell coming from the male
toilets, he said.

The gavernment, Subbarow said,
should prohibit the sale of eciga-
rettes and the use of Davouring
juices to minors.

“Now, even small stalls selling
magazines, sweets or biscuits are
selling vape and ecigareite prod-
ucts,

“They even sell it to children,” he
claimed.



