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Program Imunisasi COVID-19 untuk Kanak-kanak

517,107 kanak-kanak sudah daftar

KKM harap
hampir separuh
akan dapat dos
menjelang
-akhir bulan ini

Kuala Lumpur: Seramal 517,107
kanak-kanak berusia lima tahun
hingga 11 tahun di negara ini
sudah didaftarkan oleh ibu bapa
mereka untuk menerima vaksin
Pfizer COVID-18, setakat kelma-
rin.

Menteri Kesihatan, Khairy Ja-
maluddin, menerusi akaun
Twitter berkata, angka itu me-
rangkumi kira-kira 15 peratus
daripada jumlah keseluruhan ko-
hort 3.6 juta kanak-kanak.

"Permulaan yang baik dan
@KKMPutrajaya (Kementerian
Kesihatan) akan terus menyam-
paikan maklumat mengenai fae-
dah mendapatkan suntikan vak-
ginasi,” katanya, di sini, sema-
lam.

Khairy berkata, beliau berha-
rap hampir separuh daripada ka-
nak-kanak di Malaysia akan
mendapatkan suntikan vaksin
menjelang akhir bulan ini,

Beliau berkata, untuk tujuan
itu, Pasukan Petugas Khas Imu-

nisasi COVID-19 untuk Ka-
nak-kanak di bawah pengawasan
timbalannya, Datuk Dr Noor Az-
mi Ghazali, akan bekerja keras
bersama-sama Kementerian Pen-
didikan

Katanya, pautan bagi tempa-
han Program Imunisasi CO-
VID-18 untuk Kanak-kanak (PI-
CKids) dimuat naik berdasarkan
tarikh pendaftaran dan ibu bapa
yang tidak menerima pautan
akan mendapatkannya tidak la-
ma lagi.

Khairy turut memuat naik info
grafik mengenai pendaftaran PI-
CKids, vang menunjukkan Se-
langor mencatat jumlah pendaf-
taran tertinggi dengan 131,500 ka-
nak-kanak mendaftar, manakala

"§$ Permulaan yang baik clan @KKMPutrajaya

(Kementerian Kesihatan) akan terus
menyampaikan maklumat mengenai

faedah mendapatkan
suntikan vaksinasi @

Khairy Jamaluddin,
Menteri Kesihatan

Labuan mencatatkan pendafta-
ran terendah dengan 900 ka-
nak-kanak.

Kerajaan sebelum ini mengu-
mumkan, pemberian dos ke
pada kanak-kanak lima tahun
hingga 11 tahun akan bermula

esok,di hospmal dan pusat vak-

sin  bersepadu, di Lembah
Klang.
Sejumlah empat juta kanak-ka-

nak berusia bawah 12 tahun di
Malaysia layak menerima vaksin
itu, BERNAMA

Penularan COVID-19

KKM disaran aktifkan lebih
banyak penjujukan genom

Kuala Lumpur: Kementerian Ke-
sihatan (KIKXM) disaran mengak-
tifkkan lebih banyak penjujukan
genom hagi mengenal pasti ke-
mungkinan wujudnya varian ba-
haru yang menyumbang terha-
dap penularan dan peningkatan
kes.

Pakar virologi dari Universiti
Malaya (UM), Prof Dr Sazaly Abu
Bakar, berkata langkah sebaha-
pian besar komuniti memilih
membuat Wian saringan kendiri
menyebabkan sampel bagi pen-
fujukan genom semakin berku-
TENEAnN.

“Di makmal saya sendiri, pe-
nerimaan terhadap sampel un-
tuk melakukan penjujukan ge-
nom semakin perlehan kerans
ramal yang membuat ujian ken-
diri.

*Justeru, KKEM perlu mening-
katkan semula ujian melalui
Real-Time Reverse . Transcrip-
tion-Polymerase Chain Reaction
(RT-PCR) untuk membolehkan
lebih banyak penjujukan genom
dilakukarn.

“ Jika varian yang ada ini Omi-
cron, saya rasa tidak perlu risau
kerana majoritinya iaitu lebih 80
peratus adalah kategori 1 dan 2,
namun kita kena pastikan tlada
varian baharu melalui penjuju-
lkan genom," katanya kepada BH
di sini, semalam.

Beliau berkata demikian bagi
mengulas kes COVID-18 yang me-
nuniukkan pola penmgkatan ke-
pada 5,566 kes semalam.

Pada akhir Disember lalu, ju-
mlah kes harian COVID-19 di-

laporkan kembali merekodkan
penurunan apabila berada ba-
wah angka 3,000 sebelum mening-
kat sernula pada 21 Januari me-
lepasi angka 4,000.

Bagaimanapun, angka harian
les COVID-19 di negara ini kem-
bali melepasi 5,000 pada 27 Ja-
nuari lalu dengan 5439 kes ba-
haru dilaporkan.

Kali teralkhir negara merekod-
kan kes melebihi 5,000 adalah
pada 1 Disember 2021 dengan
5,439 kes.

EKM memulakan penjujukan
genom bagi varian COVID-18 se-
cara konsortium dengan kerjasa-
ma Kementerian Sains, Teknologl
dan Inovasi (MOSTI), universiti
dan Institut Penvelidikan Peru-
hatan (IMR) sejak Julai lalu.

Dr Sazaly berkata, pihaknya ti-
dak melihat pola peningkatan
kes COVID-19 menunjukkan ke-
bimbangan selagi peratusan pe-
sakit katepori tipa, empat dan

lima kekal rendah.

Malah, beliau melihat pening-
katan kes COVID-19 kali ini tidak
memerlukan tindakan lebih ke-
tat daripada kerajaan seperti se-
belum ini, termasuk sekatan.

“Kadar vaksinasi tingginegara
kini banyak membantu dalam
membendung jangkitan serius
termasuk Omicron.

“Pemberian vaksin amat mem-
bantu yang mana banyak jang-
kitan dikesan adalah gejala 1i-
nean. Walaupun kes lebih 5,000,
golongan memerlukan rawatan
bagi kategori serius tiada pening-
katan.

“Indikatornya adalah pesakil
yang menerima rawatan, selagi
ia masih rendah, maka tidak per-

" lu risau kecuali jika ada varian

baharu.

“Jangkitan akibat varian Omi-
cron ini mungkin membimbang-
kan bagl negara vang kadar vak-
sinasinya rendah,” katanya.

© Di makmal saya sendiri, penerimaan
terhadap sampel untuk melakukan

penjujukan genom semakin
perlahan kerana ramai yang
membuat ujian kendiri

Dr Sazaly Abu Bakar,
Pakar virologi UM

SED.I‘DITQ rema_m menerima suntikan va

(PPV) Offsite Tapak Ekspo Seberang Jaya pnda Isnin lalu.

{Foto Danlal Saad/BH)

5,736 Kes baharu, kadar
jangkitan meningkat

Kuala Lumpur: Penularan CO-
VID-19 terus menunjukkan
trend peningkatan apabila Ke-
menterian Kesihatan (KKM) me-
laporkan 5,736 kes COVID-19 di
seluruh negara, semalam.

Ketua Pengarah Kesihatan,
Tan Sri Dr Noer Hisham Ab-
dullah, berkata perkembangan
it menjadikan 2,882,324 indivi-
du sudah dijangkiti virus ber-
kenaan, setakat ini.

Sementara  itu, sejumlah
12,022,117 individu dewasa atau
51.4 peratus daripada populasi
kumpulan itu di negara ini su-
dah menerima suntikan dos
penggalak COVID-19 setakat kel-
marin.

Berdasarkan data di laman web
COVIDNOW, sejumlah 22,925,383
individu atau 97.9 peratus dari-
pada populasi dewasa di negara
ini sudah melengkaplkan vaksi-
nasi mereka, manakala 99.1 pe-
ratus atau 23,202,297 individu su-
dah menerima sekurang-kurang-

nya satu dos vaksin.

Bagi populasi remaja berusia
antara 12 hingga 17 tahun, se-
jumlah 2,788,724 Individu atau
88.6 peratus daripada kumpulan
itu melengkaphan vaksinasi ma-
nakala 2,867,902 individu atau
91.1 peratus menerima seku-
rang-kurangnya satu dos vaksin,

Kelmarin, sejumlah 28,683 dos
vaksin diberi membabitkan 210
dos pertama, 268 sebagai dos ke-
dua dan 28,185 dos penggalak,
menjadikan jurnlah kumulatif
dos vaksin vang diberikan di
bawah Program Imunisasi CO-
VID-19 Kebangsaan {PICK) se-
banyak 63,601,771 dos.

Sementara itu, menurut por-
tal Github Kementerian Kesiha-
tan, tujuh kematian akibat CO-
VID-19 dilaporkan kelmarin, de-
ngan masing-masing dua di Jo-
hor dan Selangor, manakala satu
kematian  direkodkan  ma-
sing-masing di Pahang, Perak
dan Terengganu.
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Vaksin bukan tiket rasa selamat

Peningkatan kes, kluster pasca sambutan Tahun Baharu Cina tidak mustahil boleh berlaku

Oleh Redzuan Muharam
redzuan.muharam@
hmetro.com.my

Kuala Lumpur

ebarangkalian berla-

ku peningkatan kes

dan wujudnya kluster
baharu pasca sambutan pe-
rayaan Tahun Baharu Cina
tidak mustahil seandainya
masyarakat gegal mema-
tuhi prosedur operasi
standard (SOP) dite-
tapkan.

Demikian pandangan Pre-
siden Persatuan Pakar Pe-
rubatan Kesihatan Awam
Malaysia (PPPKAM) dan pa-
kar perunding Epidemiologi
Universiti Sains Malaysi
(USM), Profesor Dr
hamed Rusli Abdullah.

Menurut Dr Rusli, jang-
kaan itu berdasarkan data
terdahuly yang menunjuk-
kan peningkatan kes pasca
sesuatu perayaan walaupun
dalam pelaksanaan SOP
yang ketat.

“Ketika ini, ki-

Mao-

Alis

(ANG ratai diin f vl

semu abli kelu

Kuala Lumpur: Seramai
517,107 kanak-kanak berusia
lima hingga 11 tahun sudah
mendaftar untuk menyertai
Program [munisasi Co-
vid-1g Kebangsaan Ka-
nak-Kanak (Pick Kids) yang
akan dilaksanakan mulal
harl ini.

Menteri Kesihatan Khairy
Jamaluddin Abu Bakar ber-
kata, data terkini setakat Se-
lasa lalu itu satu permulaan
yang baik untuk memasti-
kan lkanak-kanak di negara
ini turut dilindungi dari-
pada jangkitan Govid-19.

Katanya, |awatankuasa
Bertindak Imunisasi Co-
vid-1g Kanak-Kanak (CI-
TF-C) serta Kementerian
pendidikan akan herusaha
keras untuk memastikan sa-
saran 4.1 juta kanak-kanak
menerima  vaksinasi  Co-
vid-19 dapat dicapai.

“Saya berharap hampir
spparuh  daripada  ka-

terus inenuhi

nak-kanak di Malaysia akan
divaksin pada penghujung
Februari ini.

“Kementerian Kesihatan
(KEM) juga akan terus me-
nyampaikan manfaat me-
ngambil vaksin" katanya
menerusi  Twitter, sema-
lam.

Pick Kids akan dilaksana-
kan secara berperingkat
bermula di Lembah Klang
mulai hari ini.

Fhairy berkata,
pautan tempa-
han vaksinasi
kanak-kanak
berusia li-
ma hing-
gafa-
hun

oy

KILMRY

ta sudah memasuki fasa ke-
empat dan SOP ditetapkan
agak ringan berbanding da-
hulu.

“Dalam erti kata lain, per-
gerakan kini agak bebas dan
walaupun kepentingan
menjaga S0P diberi pene-
kanan seperti kewajipan me-
makai pelitup muka, amalan
penjarakan sosial selain sa-
ranan melakukan ujian ken-

517.107 kanalk-kanak sedia terima vaksin

itu sedang diberikan secara
berperingkat bagi mereka
yang mendaftarkan anak
masing-masing melalui ap-
likasi MySejahtera,

“Tarikh temu janji diberi-
kan berdasarkan tarikh pen-
daftaran.

“Ihu bapa yang belum me-
nerima pautan, jangan ri-
sau.

*Anda akan menerimanya
{tarikh) tidak lama lagi," ka-
tanya.

Dalam pada itu, Jawa-
tankuasa Khas Jaminan
Akses Bekalan Vaksin
Caovid-1g (JKJAV) mene-
rusi perkongsian infog-
ratik di Twitter berkata,
orang ramai perlu me-

ngemaskini aplikasi
2. MySejahtera
masing-ma-
sing  kepada
versi  yang

terkini ser-
ta patuhi

diri sebelum pulang ke kam-
pung namun masih ramai
rakyat tidak.akur.

“Mereka menganggap pe-
matuhan kepada SOP seba-
gai perkara remeh dan ada
Kluster sebelum ini juga wu-
jud disebabkan sikap indi-
vidu tidak bertanggungja-
wab yang masih pulang ke
kampung walaupun ada ge-
jala)’ katanya ketika dihu-
bungi Harian Metro.

Tambah Dr Rusli, lebih
membimbangkan
jika sikap sam-
bil lewa sege-
lintir  ma-

langkah membuat janji te-
T vaksinasi kanak-kanak.

“Splepas  mendaftarkan
anak anda, sila tunggu un-
tuk menerima pautan tem-
pahan janji temu.

“Link (pautan) pendafta-
ran akan diberikan berpe-
ringkat. Ibu bapa boleh me-
milih PPV (Pusat Pemberian
Vaksin), masa dan tarikh
yang hersesuaian melalui
link ini," katanya.

Sistemn tempahan melalui
aplikasi MySejahtera untuk
Pick Kids mula dibuka sejak
penghujung Januari lalu.

KKM menyasarkan 7o pe-
ratus kanak-kanak berusia 5
hingga bawah 12 tahun da-
lam sistem pendidikan di-
berikan dos pertama vaksin
Pfizer dalam tempoh dua
bulan selepas Pick Kids di-
jalankan serta Bo peratus
menerima dos lengkap bagi
tempoh enam bulan pelak-
sanaarn.

syarakat terhadap Covid-19
dan kepentingan mematuhi
SOP akan menyebabkan pe-
nyebaran jangkitan kepada
golongan berisiko tinggi.
“Bukan yang beraya saja
namun mereka yang menga-
mbil kesempatan pulang ke
kampung sempena cuti Ta-
hun Baharu Cina juga perlu
mengambil berat soal SOP.
“Harus diingat, vaksin dan
dos penggalak bukan tiket
untuk berasa selamat kerana
hanya melindungi diri da-
ripada mendapat gejala se-

rius, bukan seratus peratus
menghalang jangkitan.

“Apa dikhuatiri adalah jika
virus menjangkiti golongan
berisiko tinggi misalnya ibu
bapa sudah berusia ditemui
ketika pulang berava kerana
kealpaan kita lebih-lebih lagi
dengan kehadiran varian
Covid-19 seperti Omicron
yang mempunyai keupayaan
kebolehjangkitan yang ting-
gl katanya.

Justeru, Dr Rusli mengi-
ngatkan orang ramai supaya
terus mematuhi SOP dan
pastikan semua ahli keluar-
ga sudah menerima vaksin
Co?idllg; sebelum berkum-
pul.

12,022,117 seleseii
ambil dos penggalak

Kuala Lumpur: Sebanyak
12,022,117 individu dewasa
atau 51.4 peratus daripada
populasi kumpulan itu di
negara ini sudah meneri-
ma suntikan dos penggalak
Covid-19 setakat kelmarin.

Derdasarkan data di la-
man web COVIDNOW, se-
jumlah 22,925,383 individu
atan g7.9 peratus daripada
populasi dewasa di negara
ini sudah melengkapkan
‘vaksinasi mereka, manaka-
la gga peratus atau
23,202,227 individu mene-
rima sekurang-kurangnya
satu dos vaksin.

Bagi populasi remaja be-
rumur antara 12 dan 17 ta-
hun, sejumlah 2,788,724 in-
dividu atau 88.6 peratus da-
ripada kumpulan itu me-
lengkapkan vaksinasi, ma-

nakala 2,867,902 individu
atau 1.1 peratus menerima
sekurang-kurangnya satu
dos vaksin,

Kelmarin 28,683 dos vak-
sin diberikan, membabitkan
210 dos pertama, 288 se-
bagai dos kedua dan 28,185
dos penggalak, menjadikan
jumlah kumulatif dos vaksin
yang diberikan di bawah
Program  Tmunisasi  Co-
vid-19 Kebangsaan (Pick) se-
banyak 63,601,771 dos.

Sementara itu, menurut
pottal Github Kementerian
Kesihatan, tujuh kematian
akibat Covid-1g dilaporkan
kelmarin, dengan  ma-
sing-masing dua di Johor
dan Selangor, manakala sa-
tu kematian direkodkan
masing-masing di Pahang,
Perak dan Terengganu.
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KKM sasar separuh daripada 3.6 juta disuntik vaksin menjelang akhir bulan ini

Oleh SITI A'ISYAH SUKAIMI

517,107 kaalg_kanak

PUTRAJAYA - Seramai 517,107
kanak-kanak berusia antara lima
hingga 11 tahun sudah berdaltar
untuk suntikan vaksin Covid-19
Phzer oleh ibu bapa masing-
masing bagi Program Imunisasi
Covid-19 Kanak-kanak (PICKids).

Data sehingga kelmarin itu
dikongsikan coleh Menteri Kesi-
hatan, Khairy Jamaluddin Abu
Bakar menerusi ciapanringkas di
laman Twitter beliau.

"Ia adalah 15 peratus dari-
pada” jumlah kohort 3.6 juta
(kanak-kanak negara ini), per-
mulaan yang baik dan Kemente-
rian Kesihatan (KKM) akan terus
menvampaikan manfaat untuk
mendapatkan vaksin.

“Saya berharap hampir sepa-
ruh  kanak-kanak di Malaysia
akan mendapat vaksin menje-
lang akhir Februari.

"Badan Bertindak Imunisasi
Covid-19 (CITF) di bawah Timba-
lan Menteri Kesthatan, Datuk Dr.
Noor Azmi Ghazali akan bekerja
keras bersama Kementerian Pen-
didikan,” menurut ciapan lerse-
bt di sini semalam. ;

Pemberian vaksin  untuk

PEMBERIAN vaksin untuk kanak-kanak berusia antara lima hingga bawah 12 tahun menerusi PICKids akan

bermuta harl ini. - CAMBAR HIASAN

kanak-kanak berusia lima hingga
bawah 12 tahun menerusi PICK-
ids altan bermula hari ini dengan
anggaran seramal empat juta
fanak-kanak layak menerima
vaksin jeniz ComirnatylOmcg

(PfizerBioNTech].

Menerusi sidang akhbar Dr.
Ncor Azmi pada 27 Januari lalu,
peliau dilaporkan berkata, seba-
gai permulaan pemberian vaksin

daftar‘ Pfi

tersebut akan dilaksanakan di
Lembah Klang.

Sebanyak tiga pusat pem-
berian vaksin (FPV) dibuka di
Lembah Klang mulai hari ini
jzitu World Trade-Centre (WTC)

PROGRAM pemberlan vaksinasi dos penggalak yang giat dilaksanakan '

Z€CX

di Kuala Lumpur, Axiata Arena,
Bukit Jalil dan Ideal Convention
Centre, Shah Alam, manakala 25
lagi PPV mula beroperasi pada 5
Februari ini.

Berdasarkan data yang
dikongsl, Selangor mencatatkan
pendaftaran paling tingsi iaitu
lebih 131,000 orang, diikuti Jo-
hor (81400) dan Kuala Lumpur
(47,5007,

Tiga negeri yang mencatatkan
pendaltaran vaksin kanalk-kanak
terendah setakatiniialah Labuan
kira-kira 800 orang, Perlis (1.900),
dan Putrajaya (3,400,

Program  vaksinasi  kanak-
kanak ini memerlukan dua sun-
tikan dos vaksin dengan sela
masa lapan minggu selepas dos
pertama.

Berdasarkan data terkini yang
diperaleh, selamasa lapan ming-
gu di antara dua dos yang diberi-
kan akan memberi kesan tindak
balas imuniti dan kadar keberke-
sanan yang lebih tinggi serta ber-
potensi untuk memberikan per-
lindungan yang lebih lama.

Bagaimanapun, setakat inl
pengambilan  vaksin - dalam
kalangan kanak-kanak tidak di-
wajibkan.

'-*_“.-.a.j; - ]

ketlka inl dapat meningkatkan tahap Imunisasi seseorang.

Lima kali kes harian jangkitan
Covid-19 lepasi angka 5,000

PUTRAJAYA - Jangkitan baharu
Covid-18 semalam terus mening-
kat dengan 5736 kes dilaporkan
berbanding 5,566 kes yang dica-
tatkan kelmarin.

Ia adalah kali kedua kes ha-
rian melepasi angka 5000 untuk
bulan ini, manakala kali kelima
untuk tahun ini selepas menca-
tatkan sebanyak 5,439 kes pada
27 Januari lalu, 5,525 kes (28 Janu-
arl) dan 5,139 kes (29 Januari).

Sementara itu, mengenai kes
kematian akibat Covid-18, tujuh
kematian telah dilaporkan, men-
jadikan jumlah kematian terkini
sebanyak 31,885 kes.

Bagaimanapun, tiada kema-
tian dalam tempoh 24 jam di-
laporkan kelmarin.

"Terdapat satu kes mening-
gal dunia di luar hospital atau
brought-in-death (BID), dengan
jumlah kes BID sebanyak 6447

kes,” demikian maklumat ber-
dasarkan laman web CovidNow
semalarm.

Sementara itu, dalam tempoh
tujuh hari sahaja, kemasukan
kes ke hospital negara ini men-
catatkan peningkatan 13 peratus
dengan kadar penggunaan katil
sebanyak 60 peratus.

Menurut data dalam laman
web CovidNow, Pulau Pinang
mencatatkan peningkatan ter-
tingei kadar penggunaan katil
sebanyak 70 peratus, ditkut] Me-
laka (60 peratus), Euala Lumpur
(51 peratus), Kedah (39 peratus)
dan Sarawak (30 peratus).

Ferak pula mencatatkan se-
‘banyak 19 peratus, Negerl Sembi-
lan (17 peratus), Putrajaya (17 per-
atus), Pahang (14 peratus), Perlis
(12 peratus), Johor (10 peratus),
Sabah (enam peratus) dan Sela-
ngor (lima peratus).
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Salahkah ambil
booster dan sihat?

KIRA-KIRA dua bulan lalu perulis telah menerima suntikan
dos penggalak (booster) Covid-19 jenis Plizer.

Pada awalnya penulis agak ragu-ragu untuk
menerimanya disebabkan dos Sinovac (dua dos awal yang
diterima) akan bercampur dengan Pfizer (dos penggalak),
namun pada tarikh berkenaan penulis pejam mata dan
tawakal sahaja.

Alhamdulillah tiada kesan sampingan teruk, hanya
sakit pada bahu beberapa hari. Tiada rasa kemaruk lapar
atau mengantuk seperti dua des sebelum ini.

Cuma kadane-kala penulis merasakan diri cepat
penat atau ‘pendek nafas' ketika kelam kabut dalam
sesuatu perkara, tidak mahu menyalahkan dos penggalak
‘husnuzon' saja mungkin itu adalah faktor usia.

Apa yang pelik, komen penulis di media sosial
mengenai dos penggalak berbunyi ‘saya sudah ambil
booster, Alhamdulillah tiada kesan sampingan' menerima
komen balas tidak puas hati netizen baru-baru ini,

Hanya 10 peratus komen yang bersependapat dengan
penulis menyatakan mereka juga sihat dan tiada kesan
sampingan selepas mengambil dos berkenaan.

Selebibinya netizen lain meninggalkan komen balas
berbaur sinis antaranya, ‘mediaaa. memang kempen suruh
ambil purt, ‘Sekarang ok, tengoklah akan datang’, 'mungkin
tidak kena diri sendiri, mungkin kenakat keluarga’ dan
‘kalau ada anak kecik cuba cucuk anak pulak ya'.

Membaca komen-komen berkenaan membuatkan
penulis berfikir salahkah mengambil booster Covid-19
dan sihat, netizen itu semua mahu kita masuk hospital ke
lepas terima suntikan.

Mungkin cerita-cerita buruk arang selepas ambil
booster mereka suka baca berbanding orang sihat dan
bersyukur tiada kesan sampingan.

Menjengah di aplikasi TikTok golongan itu memang
bermaharajalela, maaf cakap mereka adalah golongan
antivaksin. Pelbagai video menakut-nakutkan orang
‘berlambalk di situ.

Kalaulah penulis bukan ‘orang media’ yang membaca
data Covid-18 daripada Kementerian Kesihatan (KEM)
hari-hart, tidak mustahil penulis Juga akan jadi antivaksin.

Komuniti mereka sangat kuat sokong-menyokong
antara satu sama lain di aplikasi berkenaan, pelbagai video
termasuk daripada selebriti (bulkan doktor) antivaksin
turut ada.

Fakta mereka petik yang entah dari mana, kadang-
kala kedengaran agak lucu dan tidak masuk akal tetapi
dipercavai bulat-bulat.

Mujurlah ada beberapa petugas kesihatan mula
menggunakan TikTok dengan membuat content kesedaran
cara orang muda. Tidak dapat menyedarkan semua pun
tidak mengapa, lima peratus pun sudah okay.

Bawa membacalah semua, bila dengar video antivaksin
cuba lah semak fakta itu betul atau salah, jadi crang cerdil
semak dulu baru percaya.

Jika anda baca kenyataan akhbar KKM bertarikh 1
Februari ada menyebut walaupun kes harian 5,566 tetapi
09 peratus adalah daripada kategori 1dan 2 [ gejala
ringan). Selebibnya kategori 3,4 dan 5.

Macam mana kes tetap tingai, jangan salahkan dos
vaksin ya, anda sendiri beratur panjang makan cendol,
pergl kenduri salam orang sana sini, oh tidak lupa pelitup
muka pun letak kat dagu.
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Dos penlak jenls berbeza lebih baik

Hasalkebakrmmn ‘m
anttbodllebih&nw

SHAHALAM  dgjiss

.

emberian.

Lebih 12 juta populasi dewasa
terlrna suntikan dos penggalak

KUALA LUMPUR - Sehanyak 12,022,117 mdmdu
. dewasa atau SLégfxms dmlmda populasi kumpulan
itu di negara ini dos penggalak
Covid-19 setakat Selasa.
Bc:dmﬂmndaﬂdthwubt‘umﬂuw se_mmhh

sxdewm
%JWMH%MHJMH
‘telﬂhmaunmua snkn:ang—lmmngnyammwhm. z
! nﬂnm, sajnmjah 2,788, atau
hl%u]anml telah mehngkapkm vm
902 individu atau 91.1 peratus telah me-
nerima sekurang-kurananya satu dos vaksin.
PadaSeIasa,scbWakZBSSB dos vaksin felah di-
: b&tﬁmmeh‘&aﬂmnzmdnspemmwms
dan 28,185 dos mamadikanpunlah
humﬁﬂlfdnsvamms :
Tmunisasi Covid-19 Kebangsaan (PICK) Sdﬂm
63,601,771 dos. - Bernama

? ‘w Pumﬁtnmsﬁlfﬂi.dos o mwmﬁég?ﬁm&

m

COVID-19:

berehat di pusat vaksin selama
15-30 minit untuk memantau se-
scharang tanda
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Vaksin kanak-kanak be.rmula_ hari ini

PROGPAM IM'._iN!S.ﬂSI coviD-19

)akanbmml&han
mldxl.a:nbah K‘Iangsabagal

vaksin anak-analcmerckaadaloh
sebagai ikhfiar untuk memasti-

Jan kanalekanak selamat dari-
pada kesan jangkitan Covid-19

Jdan membanty mengekang pe-

uularauvanmbaham
Selain it rata-rata daripada
‘mereka furyt memuji proses pen-
daftaran dan tem_pahan Jjanji
temu vaksinasi yan,
dancapaxmanem
aplikasi
MySB]ahm'amﬂlah
teruja untuk mes-—
bawa anak mereka
menjalani  proses
vaksinasi Covid-19.

AhmﬂdSuﬁmAbdulKérhn,

. 46, herkata, beliau dan isteri
i - mahukan
pmdapmkepumsanuumkmsm-

anak-anak mereka di-

. tahun sebaik ﬁhagamenenma
notifikasi

vnksmam di

ySa ahtera.
' Proses lancar dan

m&mmmmmsmnmmam manarima vaksin b a harl Inl.

e DOw A BmRADURA SR, AN 1A TA

mudah. Anak dapat vaksin pada

vaksm paﬂa Ahad ini. Bahau
percaya vaksin adalah langkah
terbaik untuk melindungi dird
daripada jangkitan wabak itu. -
Dalam pada itu, semakan di
media sosial mendapati rata-rata
ibu bapa yang telah menerima
notifikasi vaksinasi anak me-
T
S war lemp
Jmﬁw&mm.a&mw
menca kerajaan me-
ningkat promosi serta panduan
unfuk pendaftaran PICKids me-

pat memberi m:mfaat dan ada
ashab  kebaikan,
#PICKids,".

-amin.

c}ap. recieved
date for my son's#PICKids.
Tuking this step to protect my son
from #COVID, #LongCovid &
MIS-C,". - Bernama

5'-17,107,kanak-kanak daftar vaksin

SHAH ALAM -
Seramai 517.107 kanak-
kanak berusia lima
hingga 11 tabun di
Malaysia sudah di-
daftarlmn ‘untuk
ngmm Imunisasi
Covid-19 Kebangsaan
Kanak-Kanak
{PlCKlds).

Ja.maluddm KHAIRY
Abu Bakm‘ berkata.
rekod data pada Selasa itu me-
rupakan satu tanda permulaan
yaug baik ke arah memastikan
seluruh masyarakat Keluarga
Mulaysia dilindungi daripada
pandemik Covid-19. .
#517,107 kanakekanak (Hima-
11 tahun) di Malaysia telah di-
daftarkan untuk vaksin Pfizer
Cavid-19 oleh ibu bapa mereka.
“Permulaan yang batk dan
Kementerian Kesihatan Malaysia
(KKM) akan terus menyampai-
kan faednh mendapatkan vaksin.”

Berian
Covid-19

vaksin

' hingen 11 tahun bermula Februari.

- Mengulas lanjut, belian ber-

kanakmr supnmh kanak-

suntikan vaksin Gewd-19 p,ada
penghujnng Februari ink. .
“Jawatankuasa Bertindak

_Imunisasi Covid-19 Kanak-Kanak

(CITE-C) di bawah Timbalan
Menteri Kesibatan, Datuk Dr
Noor Azmi Ghazali akan bekerja
Jepas bersama-sama Kemenmmn
Pendidikan Malaysia (KPM)."
katanya. i

laksanakan pem-

SHAH ALAM Pemberian
vaksin kepadu kanak-kanak
vang berumur antara lima

hmggn l?-tnhmadalah
an gn]mg;m wr-

sebut juga dianggap se

berisiko tinggi pada im.
Pakar Perubatan Keluarga,
Dr Suhazeli Abdullah berkata,

longgaran telah dibenarkan
. yang turut melibatkan golo-
ngan tersebut terdedati dengan
risiko jangkitan.
“Menurut kajian dan data
saintifik daripada Amerika
Syarikat [AS), Singapura dan
negara lain, kita da-

. “Melihat kepada akhir-
akhir ini, banyak kelonggaran
yang telah diberikan seperti

“rentas negeri dan aktivit be&ur—

dengan prosedur :

~ sakit

wmanvxd-]S-

besaran sepem
membuat majlis.
Walaupun dibuai

standard |
(SOP), tetapi sayn
hmda ini te-

menyebabkan risi-
ko untuk dijangkiti
masih wujud.

Sekarangklla
lihat jumlah pe-
ian masih lagi me-
lebihi 4,000 kes. Ini mem-
bimbangkan. Walaupun
golongan dewasa hampir men-
cecah IDOpamhxs kadar vaksi-
pasi. Golongan berisiko seperu
kanak-kanak yang tiada
lindomgan ini amat diperlu
paﬂmdungan.”katanya.

Beliau berkata demikian
dalam Agenda Awani yang ber-
tajuk “Vaksin Kanak-Kanak:
Apa Kata Doktor? yang disiar-
kun pada Selasal

Kanak—kanak galongan bEHS[ko tinggi, perlu suntlkan vaksin

M:murut Dr
Suhazeli, pemibetian

vaksin  kepada
kanak-kanak baru

Flilaksanakankﬁam

yang
dan fanggungjawab
untuk menjaga perlm ini se-
cara kesel

di lnar sana,
yilcinlah dengan apa yang di-
lakukan dengan kerajaan.
Sebab kalan kita melibat dari
sumber yang tidak sah, indivi-
du yang tidak ber-
tanggungjawab, ia mendatang-
kan satu kekeliruan bagi
masyarakat,” ujarnya.
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UTUSAN MALAYSIA

DALAM NEGERI

Suara PPP Kontrak
tular di media sosial

Oleh JUANI MUNIR ABU BAKAR
nanl bakar@mediamubia commy

PETALING JAYA: Walaupun tiada
demonstrasi tunjuk perasaan
dan mogok besar-besaran di-
lakukan olel’ kumpulan Peno-
long Pegawai Perubatan (PPP)
lantikan kontrak, namun, soli-
dariti dan semangat tunjul pe-
Tasaan memperjuangkan nasib
mereka hangat diperdebatkan
dalam media sosial.

Tinjauan Utusan Malaysia
mendapati, siri mogok mmeng
gunakan tanda pagar #suara-
pppkontrak mendapat sokongan
padu bukan sahaja melibatkan
warga PPP, tetapi juga melibat-
kan kakitangan kesihatan lain
seperti pegawai perubatan yang
simpati dengan nasib memimpa
mereka.

Seorang pengguna Facebool
bernama Mawar Berdurl berka-
ta, selali pun tiada demomnstra-

+8, tunjuk perasaan dan mogok
terbuka dilakukan oleh FPPP
lantikan swasta dan Kemente-
rian Kesihatan, namun mereka
mampu melakukan melalu

hantaran status di media sosial
Facebook dan Instagram.
Katanya, pihaknya berbuat
demikian kerana ingin menjadi
contoh buat masyarakat dan
profesion lain dalam melahir-
kan bersolidariti kerana masih
berpegang dan patuh pada S0P
kerajaan Malaysia.
“plhamdulillah,  sokongan
yang tidak berbelah bahagi
dalam kalangan PPF senior, PPK
(pembantu perawatan lkesiha-
tan) dan HO (pegawai peru-
batan) khas buat PPP kontrak
lantikan kerajaan dan swasta
kerana mereka tahu penat lelah
bersama-sama di dalam menan-
gani pandemilk Covid-19" ka-
tanya. -
Utusan Malaysia semalam
melaporkan FPP juga akan me-
neadakan siri tunjuk perasaan
bagi memperjuangkan lantikan
meteka, di samping beberapa
manfaat lain tidak diperoleh

' lerana berstatus ‘kontrak’.

Mendedahkan kepada alkhbar
ini, salah seorang PPP kontrak
yang enggan dikenali berkata,
kebanyakan daripada mereka

alan menamatkan perkhidma-
tan kontrak semalam.

Nada sama juga disampaikan
oleh seorang PPP dikenali Din
Dressar apabila dia mengharap-
lan dan rakan sekerja lain agar
dilantik ke jawatan tetap de-
ngan sesegera mungkin.

Katanya, sebagai salah satu *

tulang belakang petugas kesi-
hatan, pihaknya lebih menonjol
dan le hadapan dalam mengu-
ruskan kes berkaitan Covid-19
kerana mempunyai semangat
juang yang tinggi.

“Tetapi tidak bagi kami
adik PPP lantikan kontrak ini.
Kami ditawarkan ke lantikan
kontrak ini dan terus masuk
kerja dan menghadapi suasana
perang melawan Covid-19,”
katanya.

Menerusi data diberikan oleh
sumber, sejumlah 4,300 peno-
long pegawai perubatan telah
direlrut kerajaan sejak sistem
kontrak diperkenalkan pada
2018, menyaksikan 3,400 lajaan
Kementerian Kesihalan dan 500
lagi dilantik daripada kolej-kolej
swasta.

. Mawar Putih Berduri is with Moshe Aren and  *™*
7 others.

Th-0
Alhamdulillab...sokongan yang tidak berbelah bahagi dr
kalangan PPP senior, PPK dan HO khas buat PPP kontrak
lantikan kkm dan swasta kerana mereka tahu penat lelah
bersama-sama di dalam menangani pandemik Covid19.
Persoalannya.. Wajarkah PPP lantikan kontrak swasta di
tamatkan serta merta dek kerana penurunan status
covid19 di negara? Adakah mereka tidak ada... See more

MOGDK Suara PPP Kontrak turut mendapat sokongan melibatkan
kakitangan perubatan lain yang bersolidariti dengan nasib menimpa
mereka.

1 FEBRUARI 2022
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MORE THAN 500,000 REGISTERED

KIDS’ VAX DRIVE STARTS
IN KLANG VALLEY TODAY

Links to book slots
are being released
to-parents in stages,
says vaccine panel

NOR AIN MOHAMED RADHI
KUALA LUMPUR
news@nst.com.my

HE Special Committee
on Cowvid-19 Vaccine
Supply Access Guaran-
tee has released a list of
vaccination centres in the Klang

Valley for those aged 5to 11,

The committee said parents or

_ guardians could select the vac-
cination centre or postcede to
book their child’s vaccination ap-
pointment via the MySejahtera

application.

“The booking links for children
(5 to 11 years old) are being re-
leased in stages on MySejahtera
for parents or guardians in the
Klang Valley who have registered

their children on the app.”

The vaccination drive for
vounger children, called PICKids
(a portmanteau of Program Imu-
nisasi Covid-19 Kebangsazn in
Bahasa Malaysia and the English
word “kids"), begins today at
World Trade Centre Kuala
Lumpur and Axiata Arena Bukit
Jalil in Kuala Lumpur, and ldeal
Convention Centre in Shah Alam,

Selangor.

Off-site vaccination centres that
start on Saturday are Dahlla Med-
ical Group, Poliklinik Zain Azrai
in Selayang’s Bukit ldaman, De-
wan Komuniti Sungai Choh,
Dahlia Medical Group Taman
Bidara, Wyndham Hotel Klang
(George Clinic), Klang Parade,
Mutiara Subang (Klinik Siti), Po-
liklinike Prima, 101 City Tower 1,
International Youth Centre,
Paradigm Mall, Centrepoint Ban-
dar Utama, Subang Parade, De-
wan MDKS Saujana Utama
(George Clinic), Da Men Mall, De-
wan Serbaguna 5515, Grand Sea-
son Hotel (George Clinic), Dewan
Seri Bernam (Miosh), Dewan
Orang Ramai Ampang Mewah,
Dewan Serbaguna Seroja in Putra
Perdana, Dewan Serbaguna Kota
Damansara {George Clinic), Port
Klang Authority (IHEAL Medical
Centre), Acon Mall Bukit Raja (Po-
liklinilk Perdana), Emporis Primer
Cherang Klinik Kota Damansara
and Mines 2 Cenvention Centre
(IHEAL Medical Centre).

Health Minister Khairy Ja-
maluddin yesterday said 517,107
children aged 5 to 11 have been
reglistered, and that this was 15
per cent of the 3.6 million eligible
to be vaccinated.

Seven Covid-192 clusters were
reported on Tuesday, bringing
the number of active clusters to
318. Of the total, five are linked to
education institutions, and two
clusters are from workplaces,

Data on CovidNow showed that

An
adolescent
getting a
dose afa
Covid-19
vaccine at
the Seberang
Jaya expo
grounds in
Penang on
Monday. ric
BY DANIAL 548D

clusters linked to education in-
stitutions topped the active clus-
ters' list with 187, followed by
worlgplace clusters with 75, com-
munity with 23, high-risk group
with 17, imported with 11, deten-
tion centre with three, and re-
ligious, two.

Khairy on Tuoesday said the
country was seeing a rapid rise in
Covid-19 infections due to the
Omicron variant, but gave an as-
surance that the healthcare sys-
tem was prepared for it.

“More than a month ago, 1 said
that we expected Omicron to be-
come dominant here as it had
elsewhere, and that when it did,
cases would rise. That's why we
sped up our booster programme.

“We are now seeing the predicted
quick rise in cases. However, there
is no need to panic. There is strong
indication of a decoupling be-

- tween severe outcomes and cases.

"Our vaccination programmes
— adults, adolescents, and soon
children — are working well.
Hospital capacity utilisation re-
mains under control, and we are
prepared to deal with a surge,” he
said on Twitter.

On Tuesday, 5,566 Covid-19 cas-
es were recorded and the infec-
tion rate (Rt) rose to L1S.

Health director-general Tan Sri
Dr Noor Hisham Abdullah said
Perlis had the highest Rt at 1.29,
followed by Putrajaya (1.21), Jo-
hor (1.17) and Penang, Kedah and
Sabah (1.16).
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TAKE EXTRA

CARE TO CURB Kb
CASES AMONG IS

CHILDREN’

Use N95 masks, monitor ventilation and
ensure distancing in schools, say experts

THARANYA ARUMUGAM
KUALA LUMPUR
news@nst.ecom.my

HILDIREN are one of the

groups most vulnerable

1o the Covid-19 Omicron

variant, especially the
unvaccinated,

Experts said besides immunis-
ing children, the government
should put in place added pro-
tective measures and ensure
schools comply with the stan-
dard operating procedures (SOP)
to reduce the spread of Covid-19.

They sald schools should en-
courage children and staffto dou-
ble mask, or use XN95 or N95
masks, which provided more pro-
tection against Covid-19; observe
1m to 2m of physical distancing;
and maintain goed ventilation in
classrooms.

Dr Vinod Balasubramaniam, a
molecular virologist at the Jef-
frey Cheah School of Medicine
and Health Sciences in Monash
University Malaysia, said despite
the fact that 90 per cent of chii-
dren aged 12 to 17 were vacci-
nated, asteady surge in cases was
expected with the Omicron wave,

Dr Vinod Balasubramaniom

with education clusters
contributing a significant num-
ber.

He said the Omicron variant
(both BA. and BA.2 sub-vari-
ants) was capable of evading im-
mune responses mounted by vac-
cines at a much better rate than
the highly pathogenic Delta
strain, hence the chances of re-
infection in the vaceinated was
higher than the previous waves,

"While vaccines offer protec-
tion from disease severity and
mortality, it alone will not be
enough to stop the chain of trans-
mission.

“Public health measures such
as masking (with Omicron, at
least KN9S or N95), proper hand
hygiene, and physical distancing
at all times are of urmost impor-
tance in combating the Omicron
wave,” he told the New Straits
Times.

According to the ministry's
CovidNow portal, the education
sector recorded the highest num-
ber of active Covid-19 clusters in
Malaysia, with 187 of the 318 ac-
tive clusters.

Dr Vinod further said recent
studies indicated that children

8 AR
Datuk Dr Zainal Ariffin Omar

o AR o
The Education Ministry has been u
in schools. FILE FIC

infected with Omicron had a 20
per cent higher risk of hospital-
isation compared with Delta,

In the United States, for exam-
ple, paediatric Covid-19 admis-
sions rose by 48 per cent in the
final week of December 2021 with
most of these children unvacci-
nated or under-vaccinated.

He said young patients were at
risk of developing multisystem
inflammatory syndrome, a seri-
ous complication characterised
by inflammation in multiple or-
gans such as the heart, lungs and
kidneys.

“They are also at risk of devel-
oping long Covid, or sustained
symptoms for up to 12 weeks or
more which cannot be explained
by any alternative diagnosis.

“The virus itself getting intp
and damaging our cells might ex-
plain some symproms, like brain
fog and a loss of smell and taste,
and damage to blood vessels, in
particular, could lead to heart,

6 " 3l |
Datuk Dr Awang Buigiba Awang
Malmud

i
A

rged to put in place stricter measures to curb Covid-19 tyansmission

lung and brain problems.”

Dr Vinod said it was. therefore,
imperative that the Education
Ministry and schools implement-
ed added measures, such as im to
2m distancing and using face
masks at all times, especially in-
doors, including cars and buses,

He said keeping students in,
groups, or cohorts, and limiting
contact among cohorts might re-
duce transmission.

Dr Vined said the management
of ventilation during transport to
school (buses or vans) and in
classrooms was crucial, noting
that most classrooms were en-
closed, which increased the risk
of aerosol transmission.

Protective ventilation practices
and interventions could reduce
the airborne concentrations and
reduce the viral dose to occu-
pants, he said.

He said spaces where there was
potential for long-duration expo-
sure over several hours within the
same group, should have regular
breaks, ideally with purge ven-
tilation/airing of the room.

Dr Vinod proposed the uge of
carbon dioxide (CO2) monitoring
systems in each classroom to en-
sure good air quality.

“As virus-carrying aerosols are
exhaled, so too is CO2. And when
ventilation is poor, CO2 accumu-
lates along with the virus and
with this, SARS-CoV-2 infection
risk rises, especially when there
is no air change.

"Countries like Talwan, Nor-
way and Portugal have laws that
limit indoor CO2 to 1,000 p.p.m,
(pares per million), -

"Selting CO2 limits would help
to ensure that ventilation is ad-
equate to reduce infection risk. If
the CO2 exceeds recommended

levels, mitigation for proper ven-
tilation can be done immediately
toreduce the riskof aerosol trans-
mission.”

He said it was not feasible in the
long run to continue online
learning as the previous lock-
downs had resulted in extreme
psychological stress on
schoolchildren.

Public health expert and epi-
demiologist Datuk Dr Zainal Ar-
ifftn Omar said it was impossible
to get zerg cases in schools and
zero Covid complications among
schoolchildren, and advised par-
ents and children to take extra
precautions in addition to the

“Get children (above 5 vears)
fully immunised (including
booster jabs, if necessary), prefer-
ably use N95 or K95 masks at all
times, avoid crowded areas, fre-
quently hand-wash, do self-test-
ing at home at regular intervals,”

Dr Zainal Ariffin also ealled on
the Health Ministry to make pub-
lic details of the severity of cases,
vaccination type and status, and
the vaccination coverage of
school clusters by age group.

Epidemiologist Professor
Datuk Dr Awang Bulgiba Awang
Mahmud of Universiti Malava
said vaccination would reduce
the risk of severe disease among
children,

However, he said the Omicron
variant was maore infectious and
it was unlikely that transmission
protection could be optimal with
vaccination alone,

He said non-pharmaceutical
Interventions, like mask-wear-
ing, physical distancing, and
ventilation, need to be combined
with vaccination to protect chil-
dren.
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Curbing clusters in classes

Experts: Education seCtor surge expected, unavoidable

By MARTIN CARVALHO
and JOSEPH KAOS Jr
newsdesk@thestar.com.my

PETALING JAYA: The surge in
Cowid-19 cases in the education sec-
tor was inevitable, but regular test-
ing and reducing the density of
classes could these m
down, say medical experts.

“Bducation clusters are difficult
to mﬂﬁm as schools are open and

‘{5 continuous mixing of stu-
dents. ;

“The surge in cases was expect-
ed,” said Universiti Kebangsaan

health economics, hospital
and health management Prof Dr
Sharifa Ezat Wan Puteh.

Among the measures that
could help, she fsaid, was to
implement Covid-19 testing every
fortnight for students who do not

stay in schoal hostels,

r those sl in colleges, the
test should be done before they
return to campus,” she added. -

Prof Sharifa Ezat said the num-
ber ufsmdentshdassusomﬂ:la‘jsn
ke reduced.

"One way would be to implm.em‘

student rotation in schools,

"Hold online classes and assess-
menis and reduce the number of
students in class at any given time,”
sheadded, |

Shaakasaidtwusmdalmga
students to selftest while enst

. primary school studmts are va

nated,

“This would inch.lda those
between five-and 11 as most
cemts between 12 and 18 have
already been vaccinated,"” she said.

The number of education clusters
has seen a sharp increase in recent

weeks, In epidemhlugy week 3 (Jan
16-22), 62 new clusters involving
educational i ons  were
recorded — a- staggering 313%
increase.

The figure jumped to 81 new clus-
ters for the sector in
weelk 4 (Jan 23-29) an
tional educational institution
clusters were reported on Jan 30
and 31.

Kelantan (17) and Selangor (13)
reg;ln::dmemostdustm

& Minister Datuk Seri Ismail
Sabiri Yaakob had said any decision
on school sessions would be made
afier a report on the increase in
education clusters is obtained.

He added that if schools are
closed, parents would be worried
about their children’s mma:hz;‘nt
everyone had access 1o online
learning.

. Prof Dr Saz

Universiti  Malaya virologist
Abu Bakar said
the rise in 19 cases was also
inevitable due to the Omicron vari-
ant.

“This is unavoidable and we will
see 3 rise in cases re 55 of
what we do,” he said, z that it
was crucial that the healthcare sys-
tem was not streiched.

"As long as the number of those

irealment in an intensive
(ICU) remains low, we are
still in good shape,” he >

Of the 5,735 new cases detected
yesterday, only 46 cases or 0.8%
were in Categories 3, 4, and 5 which
included those requiring admis-
sion, treatment or ventilator sup-

port.

A total of 5.690 cases or 99.2%
were in Categories 1 and 2, which
are not serious cases.

Parents alarmed over rlsmg clusters in schools

By FATIMAH ZAINAL
fatimah@thestar.com.my

PETALING JAYA: Concerns over
the nsmg number of Covid-19 clus-
ing sleep! s
ents as they worry that gch.ﬂ-
dren may contract the virus at phys
lcul classes and lectures.
Parents are for all parties
g&yt}mrpan in keeping schools
by strictly following standard
operating procedure (SOP) and tal-
ing frequent Covid19 selftests in
order tostop new clusters at schools
and edum%rml institutions.

Liana Mohd, 39,3‘:; worried ﬁ
disappointed to read reports that
close to 5,000 cases have heen report-
ed between Jan 1 and 25 involving
the education sector.

“It gives me anxiety.. thin h‘:‘én
whemn will all this end and what
it take to keep our children safe?

=After two years, [ feel like the

ernment has tried to put things

?v ce such as the standard operat-

‘ing procedure (SOP) and now the
onus is on us,

“We have to trust the science and
go ahead with vaccinating our young
ones to protect them against the
virus.

“We also have to frequently do
selftesting. All of us should do it
including parents, children and
teachers,” said the mother of a six-

year-old girl.
Inlrinny hesitant, Liana decided to
her daughter up for the Covid-

39 immurisation programme after
she read that the lower dosage given
to children was low-risk and safe,
She wanted extra profection for her
child,

Liana had also consulted her
daughter's paediamcian. who
assured her that he is prepared to
Thelp Liana’s daughter in the face of
an adverse reactions or side effects

%ﬁdﬂam
me through what o

1ook out for and after listening to his
explanation, 1 felt it was sale. 'm
doing this to protect my daughter”
she zaid

The countrys education sector
recorded an increase in Covid-19
clusters after the reopening of the
school sesgion in 2022,

Since the start of the new year
until Jan 25, Health director-general
Tan S Dr Noor Hisham Abdullah
said 107 Covid-19 clusters were
recorded in the education sector

Urgent measures: More people waiting to get booster shols at PPV Knta Damanaam in Selangor due to the
recent rise in l::owd -19 cases. — — AZHAR MAHFOF/The Star ;

; Invelving 4,633 cases.

Another parent, Jessica Lee, 37, is
worried that her 10-year-old son,
who aitends a primary schoal near
here, would catch the mrha t;t s;tluln;ﬂl
after reading reports that the
ber of education clusters had risen
following the reopening of schools in
January,

*The Covid-19 vaccination pro-

for children has also started
but Pm not sure if this will salve all
the problem of new clusters emerg-
inginschoals. -

“Egery few days, 1 would hear of
so and 50 at the ﬁﬂmﬂlgﬁtﬂng infect-
ed and I can’t help but be concerned
about it.

"] feel like asking parenis to
vactinate thelr children in order
o curb cases at schools but it is
‘a bit unfair because vaccination for
kids is still a grey area and [ still have
a lot of questions about it,” said the
corporate communications manag-
er.

* Lae hopes that school admindstra-
tors would forus on improving
the ventilation in classrooms, offices,
toilets as well as other reoms, 8s
a way to curh the spread of the

virus among children,

She also encourages all adults and
their children to frequently do
self-testing in order to detect Covid-
19 early. -~
Mariam Md Salleh, 35, who has
m children aged &l:m and 10, is

warried over the possib
her Kids getting infected. Shi llgm
mare should be’ done to curb the
ead of the virus among school-
e,
“They are kids and can be tanght

the SOP but you can't expect them to -

really follow 100% as they don’t full
understand everything and thisis
very alien to them.

“The schools can only do so much
but they should definitely have more
safeguards in place with suricter
monitnringtu ensure that every nec-

precaution has been taken,”
sa'sd e homemaker.

Knowing
not stop someong from getting
infecte iam said she was hesi-
tant about getting her children inoc-
ulated as they were still young.

“The vaccine will not magieally
stop the - clusters. What's more
important are the precautions we

that vaccination does

take such as a to the SDP
strittly and doi Hesting," she
said, adding that she would continue
to consult her children’s paedistri-
cian about the vaccine,

Parent Action Group for Education
(Page) chairman Datin Noor Azimah
Ahdul Rahim stressed on the impor-
tance of self-testing in order to curb
the spreat of the virus in.schoals
that created new clusters,

Wehelieveﬂmt.as Covid-19 gets
milder, patients who are infected
they just have the flu.

“Sou'u! do not have symploms
and do not know that they are
infected. Most do not get tested.
Some who are infected but feel they
are able to function do not quaran-
tine themselves as they are still able
to carry on with their daily routine
which leads 10 a growing number of
clusters” she said.

As such, Noor Azimah encouraged
all parents, students and teachers to
strictly adhere to tlgh!,ened SOP in
schonls.

“They should do selftests often
and If Infected, quarantine as pre-
scribed in order to prevent mare
cases,” she said.

‘Separate the
vaxxed from
the unvaxxed
during SPM’

PETALING JAYA: Unvaccinated
teachers as well as students sitting
for their Sijil Pelajaran Malaysia
(SPM) scheduled in March should he
separated from the vaccinated ones
1o ensure that the examination goes
on smoothiy, reported Astro Awani.
National Farents-Teachers
Association president Assoc Prof
Datuk Dr Mohd Ali Hassan said the
move was necessary due to the
emergenee of Covid19 clusters in
schools over the last couple of weeks.
“Thefe are some parents or care-
takers, and teachers, who do not
want to get vaccinated. don't
have protection from the as
stich, these people should be fair to
others. They should be separated
from the ones at the exam halls who
have already gotten their jabs.
“Even unvaccinaied parents
should not come near the school
grounds including their kids when
the exams are going on. This is to
Erml:il the virus from spreading,”
e 38 -

Maohd Ali added the governiment
should seek suitable measures for
thase who have yet tobe vacdnnu;&

However, he hoped that peg
would continue to follow standard
operating procedures (SOP) to
ensure community safety was at its

Separately, he said the prepara-
tions by teachers and students for
the SPM next month was going
smoothly.

Despite schools [ and the
emergence of m‘;‘:ﬂ rluxmga Mohd
Al is confident with the prepara-
tions carried dut for this year’s

1.

Registration

" for kids' Pfizer

shots gets off
to a ‘good start”

FETALING JAYA: Over half a mil-
lion children between the ages of
five and 11, or 15% of children in
Malaysia, have been regi for
the Phizer Covid-19 vaccine by their
parents,
Health Minister = Khairy
Jamaluddin said the 517,107 chil-
dren registered made up about 15%
of the tolal cohort of some 3.6 mil-

« lion children in

Descdhmgﬂrlsm?gmdsmt"
asa " s
Khairy was hopeful that close (o half
the children in Malaysia in the five
10 11 age group would be vaccinated
against Covid-19 by the end of the
monti.

“The Health Ministry will contin-
ué to communicate the benefits of
gemgvau:lnaled.

“Pm. hopeful that almost half the
kids in Malaysia will get vaccinated
bjrmeendofﬁehmar;; hesaidina
series of tweets

The Covid-19 Tmm aﬁm'.[‘ﬂsk

Force for Children (CITF-C) under
Depmy Health Minister Dafuk Dr

dren were done based on the date of
18|

Parenis who have yet to receive a
link despite having registered need
nat worry, said Khairy, who assured
them that they will be getting it soon.
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A salute to the heroes

Patients express their appreciation for tireless frontliners

By DIYANA PFORDTEN
il tar.com.my

PETALINGJAYA: Covid-19 patients
who were admitted to the Covid-19

Treatment Centre & .
Malaysia o Par]
8311'1311,;‘m Bfmamms 2.0)
expressed their deepest apprecia-

tion to fthe fr who had
worked tiralessly caring for
them at the

The PKRC MAEPS 2.0 will be offi-
clally closed on Feh 8 after 14
maonths of with the last

oup of Covid-19 patients
‘Erreﬁlem at the PERC allowed to
leave on Sunday. t
at the

Initially, intake
PKRC only involved non-citizens for
Category One (no symptoms) and
Category Two (mild symptoms). cll!ut
on Jan 24, 2021, it was upgraded to
the MAEPS Integrated PKRC 2.0
after it accepted Category Three

{pneumonia) and Four
(requiring assistance)
with moderate & toms.

ymp
A total of 166,072 Covid-19
padents were placed in MAEPS

tomprising Cate: &'ary One to Four

gdatlefn'ts during the 14-month peri-
of its operations.

Lecturer Nor'ain Othman, who
was admitted to MAEPS for 10 days
in March last year said she was
impressed with the efficiency of the
admission process and the atten-
tiveness of frontdiners ar the guar-
antine centre.

“Transport was provided from
the Covid-19 Assessment Centre
(CAC) at the Shah Alam Stadium to
MAEPS and we were served with
three healthy meals daily at the
PERC," she said.

Nor'ain said the facilities at
MAEPS were complete with large
Iounging areas where patients

. 5,736 new
cases
recorded

PETALING JAYA: Malaysi
recorded '[5.736&&%
cabes as ol noon. 1

ing the number of tofal cumula-
tive cases o 2,882,060,

Most of the new cases, 5,690
(99.2%), are fn Categories 1 and
2, whith tmeant that the patients.
were mostly asymptomatic or
Had mild symptoms. The rest -
0.8% or 46 cases - were in
Categories 3, 4 and 5.

Health director-general Tan
Sri Dbt Noor Hisham- Abdullah
said there Were a further 3,196
recoveries, Which brought the
“cumulative total 1o 2,790,386
Cases,

“112 cases are being treated at
Intensive Care Dnits. We also
Hawve 54 cases that require venti-
larors. In terms of Import cases,
183 were recorded out of which
81 cases were Malaysians while
102 cases involved non-Malay-
sians,” he'said yesterday.

could relax.
“The doclors were also very

attentive and thorough in their
ﬁcﬂeﬂb@sa}mwg Tonly had

i toms,” said the G1-year-
old diab

Nor'ain said she was very appte-
ciative of the frontliners
workeddmund the du::tl;l:;:i stlklsl
mandagad o carry out tas
professionally,

“They entertained all my gques-
tions ani were very pleasant. I was

provided with. a special diet for

didbetic patients and they made
m 1 took my medicine daily,” she

A housewife calling hersell Man
said she was admitted with mild
symploms at MAEPS for five days in

January 2021

“The was very well
equipped and cean. The nurses
were also very busy :ak!:ng l:m of
everyone. [ am v
their assistance asregey had mkenl
their lives to serve the people,” said
the 37-year-old.

Malaysians

media to express apprecialion to
those who worked tirelessly to run
the that was made accessi-
ble to Cavid-19 patients.

“Without it, thousands would
have died. sl o
. “They took increasingly ¢
cases as hospitals filled a;i%
the brunt of the surge. EVEN
took care of kids whose parents
were not around for some reaSon,”
said @laptiternaligne on Twitter.

Shuhaiba Siraj (@shuhaibaSiraj)

also took to social M

said the one month she spent work-
ing at MAEPS was one of the most
dm]lengmg times of her working

"i‘mgladl got the experience to
work there, T hope we never need to
re-upen MAEPS agaim so all of us
al:ls. please continue to fol-
e standard operating prace-

dures (S0P) and get your boosters,”

she wrote.

Twitter user. @muhammadMSH-
Trg said he was one of the patients
that were admitted at MAEPS in

- June 2021.

“We received excellent treatment
by the frontliners from the Fire and
Rescue personpel, police, doctors,
nurses io the cleaners and those in
charge of the building mainte-
nance," he said.

Vaccination programme
for children kicks off today

KUALA LUMPUR: The Naﬁonal

" Covid-19 Immunisation Pr

Dgramme
for Children ('FICKIdad Jwill kick off in
the Klang Valley today.

Under PICKids; an estimated four
million children aged between five
and 11 are eligible to receive the
mRBNA vaccine, Comirnaty 10mcg
Concentrate for Dispersion (Phizer-

BioNTech), which be adminis
tered under the

In the Klang Valley, some 47,500
children in Kuala

Lumpur. 3400 in
Puﬂ'aiuga B;Dﬂ 131,50!] in Se.langm:
L 'Ihetemmme-w:cimﬂmmn-
tres for children (PPVKids) for par-

.enis to choose from when booking

their child’s vaccination appoint-
ment slot through MySejahitera.

The PPVs are at the World Trade
Centre Kuala Lumpur and Axiata
Arena Bukit Jalil as well as the IDEAL

Centre (IDCC) in Shah

In addition, 24 mare PPVKids
argund the Klang Valley will be
available starting Feh 5.

“The process was
smooth and quick.”
Ahmad Sufian Abdul Karim

The list of PPV can be cbtained
from the ofiicial website or social
media sites of the Covid-19 Special
Immumisation Task Force (CITE).

Several parents interviewed
believe the decision to vaccinate
their children is the right one,

Ahmad Sufian Karim, 46,
sald he wants his children fo be
m the Covid-19 vaccine just as

other vaccines are recommend-
ed to prevent infectious diseases.

As 5000 as he received a notifica-
tion via MysSejahtera yesterday, he
hooked an appointment for his five-
year-old son.

“The whale was smooth

- and quick. My son will be getting his

vaccine on Saturday® Ahmad
Suffian, who has completed his
%d—w primary and booster shots,

Fong Yee Zie, 38, meanwhile, said
his two daughters have appoint-
ments for Sunday, and believed vac-
cination was the best way to protect

 them from contracting the virus.

There were also parents who
were not yet ready to vaccinate
their children and are taking a wait
and see approach on how the
PICKids process works out, includ-

mgrepurlxufmdeeffemunddl'-

(.‘J.vl] servant Farhah P Ramies,
38, has yet Lo register her three chil-
deen for the Covid-19 vaccination,
Dbt is ready to consider,

Sales ‘manager Ahmad Ghazi
Fadillah, 42, is also taking a similar
approach for his six-year-old
for fear that she wi not be
to withstand the side effects mila.\'
to what he experienced afer getting
the second dose of the vaccine last
maonth.

MAEPS

quarantine

and
treatment
centre to
close down

SERDANG: After 14 months of
operations, the Malaysian Agro
Exposition Park Serdang Covid-19
Integrated Quarantine and
Treatment Centre (PKRC MAEPS
%:ggmwﬂlheuﬁdaﬂyﬂosedon

It is understood that the last
group of Covid-19 patients who
received trealment at the PKRC
was allowed to leave on Sunday.

Nunnn&lagisam Management
Agem:y ma) director-general

Datulk Dr Aminuddin Hassim said
PERC MAEPS 2.0 was closed after
finding that it was no longer eco-
nomical, taking in:ln ﬂfccgum the
n‘peral.mg costs an e declining
number of

patients.
"We are only nlusing PERC
MAEPS 2.0, not all PKRCs are

- closed.

“We are committed to ensuring
that there is at least one PKRC

. operating in each state. We will

support the Health Ministry as
god, he told Bernama, o
mﬂa&ma is the agency responsible

e management of PERCs
nationwide,

Currently there are 51 PKRCs
operating nationwide with a total
capacity of 16,863 beds and 4,061
patients being treated.

MAEPS was activated as a PKRC
on April 16, 2020, with the intake
of Covid-19 patients at the cenire
only mvu‘tvmg non-vitizens under
Category (no symptoms) and
Category 2 (mild symptoms), and
was closed on July 15 the same

year.
On Dec 9, 2020, the government

-decided to reactivate PKRC MAEPS

following the increase in Covid-19
cases.

On jan 24, 2021, hmvwar. it was
upgraded o the PKRC MAEPS 2.0
and began to accept Category 3-
patients  (pneumonia) and
Category 4 patients (re res-
piratory assistance) with moder-
ate symptoms.

During the 14-month period,
approximately 166,072 Covid-19
patients were placed there com-
prising Categories 1 to 4 patients.

Aminuddin said the proposal 1o
close PKRC MALPS 2.0 was tabled
and agreed by Minister in the
Prime Minister’s Department
(Special Duties) Datuk Dr Abdul
Laliff Ahmad,

He added that.following the deci-
sion, the Selangor and Federal
‘I‘emtury disaster management
committees had agreed
maore cost-effective state Pg::n as
an alternative.

According to him, Categories 3
to 5 patients would be admitted to
the National Leprosy Control
Centre, Hospital Sungai Buloh,
Hospital Kuoala Lumpur, Cheras
Eehabilitation Hospital (for geriat-
ric cases) and other hospitals
around the Klang Valley.

Most patients in Categaries 1
and 2 will undergo self-quaran-
tine at their homes, he added.
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