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80 peratus kes
COVID-19 jangkitan
varian Omicron

Oleh Noor Atigah Sulaiman
bhnews@bh.com.my

Putrajaya: Data survelan genom
SARS-CoV-2dalam tempoh enam
bulan bermula Ogos 2021 hingga
Januari lalu menunjukkan se-
banyak 80 peratus daripada ke-
seluruhan 1,244 sampel yang di-
proses di negara ini, mempunyai
Jangkitan varian Omieron.
Ketua Pengarah Kesihatan,
Tan Sri Dr Moor Hisham Abdu-
llah, memaklumkan pada Di-
sember tahun lalu, kes COVID-19
membabitkan varian Omicron
hanya dikesan di pintu masuk
antarabangsa (PMA), namun si-
tuasi itu berubah sejak Januari
lalu apabila penularan tempa-
tan varian itu mula dilapor dan

membabitkan hampir semua ne-
geril.

“Bagi mengetahui  sejauh
mana penularan varian mem-
bimbangkan (VOC) dalam komu-
niti, sampel dikumpulkan secara
rawal daripada pesakit positif
COVID-19 di selurnh Malaysia
untuk menjalani proses penjuju-
kan genom virus COVID-19.

“Data dalam iempoh enam
bulan menunjukkan varian
Omicron merangkumi 80 pera-
tus daripada semua hasil penju-
jukan genom di Malaysia. Kes
pertama varian Omicron di Ma-
laysia dilaporkan pada 3 Disem-
ber tahun laly, iaitu pada Ming-
gu Epidemiologi (ME) 48/2021.

Nasional 6
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Penggunaan
Kkatil ICU -
di Kelantan
naik kepada
9/ peratus

Putrajaya: Penggunaan katil ba-
gi kes Kritikal COVID-18 di unit
rawatan rapi (ICU) di Kelantan
terus meningkat kepada 94 pe-
ratus berbanding 92 peratus kel
marin.

Ketua Pengarah Kesihatan,
Tan Sri Dr Noor Hisham Abdul-
lah, berkata sebanvak 36 katil
diperuntukkan bagi pesakit di
ICU dan daripada jumlah itu, 34
sudah diisl. .

Beliau berkata, empat negeri
lagi turut menunjukkan pengi-
sian melebihi 50 peratus, iaitu
Melaka dengan 71 peratus, Johor
(67 peratus), Kuala Lumpur (58
peratus) dan Putrajaya (50 pe-
ratus).

“Bagi penggunaan katil bukan
ICU pula, Kelantan kekal men-
catat peratusan tertinggi dengan
penggunaan katil melebihi 113
peratus, laitu 439 katil diperun-
tukkan, namun sudah menggu-
nakan 494 katil," katanya dalam
kenyataan semalam,

la diikuti Selangor dengan 104
peratus, Puirajaya (39 peratus),

* Kuala Lumpur (30 peratus), Pe-
rak (88 peratus), Perlis (75 pe-
ratus), Pahang {T1 peratus), Jo-
hor {89 peratus), Sabah (G4 pe-
ratus), Terengganu (61 peratus),
Sarawalk (59 peratus) dan Pulau
Pinang (53 peratus).

Dalam pada itu, bagi penggu-
naan katil di Pusat Kuarantin
dan Rawatan COVID-1% (PERT),
Dr Noor Hisham memalklumkan,
hanya Melaka menunjukkan pe-
neisian melebihi 50 peratus, iaitu
sebanyak 58 peratus.

: BERITA HARIAN

: NASIONAL

| Penularan COVID-19

Malaysia dijangka hasil
vaksin semburan hidung

Data praklinikal
pelalian dibangun
pakar dari

UKM mungkin
diperoleh 2 atau
3 tahun lagi

Oleh Mohd Ishandar Thrahim
mohd_iskandar@bh.commy

Kuala Lumpur: Malaysia dijang-
ka mengeluarkan vaksin CO-
V1D-19 generasi seterusnya, laltu
melalui semburan hidung, bukan
lagi secara suntikan.

Ketua Jaringan Industri dan
Masyarakat, Fakulti Farmasi
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia
(UKM), Dr Fazren Azmi, berkata
beliaw membangunkan vaksin
COVID-19 berteraskan protein
antigen yang diformulasikan
bersama teknologi nanopartikel

| untuk penghantaran secara sem-

buran intranasal (semburan da-
lam hidung).

“Buat masa ini, penghasilan
vaksin itu masih pada peringkat
awal dan jangkaan untuk men-
dapat data praklinikal adalah da-
lam dua atau tiga tahun.

“Selepas itu akan masuk fasa
pertama ujian klinikal," katanya
kepada BH semalam.

Fazren berkata, sebab utama

belian menghasilkan vaksin se-
demikian adalah kerana jangki-
tan utama COVID-19 ialah me-
lalui hidung.

Jelasnya, penghasilan vak-
sin secara semburan intrana-
sal berupays menghalang vi-
rus daripada masuk ke dalam
tubuh.

“Sekarang ini kita sudah
mendapat vaksin melalui sun-
tikan, tetapi ia tidak mengha-
lang virus itu daripada masuk
ke dalam tubuh kerana ia adadi
kawasan hidung kita,

“Sebab itu virus terbabit boleh
merebak kepada orang lain ke-
rana kita tidak halang di tempat
virus masuk ke tubuh kita,” ka-
tanya.

Sementara itu, katanya, vak-
sin COVID-19 dihasilkan Mala-
ysia dijangka dapat dikeluar-
kan dalam tempoh seku-

rang-kurangnya tiga tahun lagi
dengan kebanvakan kajian ke-
tika ini masih pada peringkat
makmal dan praklinikal.

Beliau berkata, dalam peng-
hasilan vaksin, bagi mendapat-
kan data kukuh, ujian prakli-
nikal perlu dilaksanakan terha-
dap haiwan terlebih dahulu bagi
mengetahul keberkesanan dan
keselamatan pelalian terbabit.

Katanya, kebanyakan penyeli-
dik sedang berusaha mendapat-
kan data sebaik mungkin bagi
memagtikan vaksin yang diha-
silkan mampu bergerak ke fasa
seterusnya.

“Ramai penyelidik sedang ber-
tungkus-lumus menghasilkan
vaksin COVID-19 tempatan, anta-
ranya Prof Datin Paduka Dr Kha-
tijah Yusoff dari Universiti Putra
Malaysia (UPM) yang diberi pe-
runtukan  cleh  Kementerian

® Sekarang ini kita sudah mendapat vaksin

-elalui suntikan, tetapi ia tidak menghalang

virus itu daripada masuk ke dalam tubuh kerana
ia ada di hidung kita. Sebab itu

virus terbabit boleh merebak kepada

orang lain kerana kita tak
di tempat virus itu masuk
ke tubuh kita G

halang

Dr Fazren Azmi,
Hetua Jaringan Industri dan Masyarakat,
Fakulti Farmasi UKM

Raki.rar Mafays.ia yang semakin prihatir

secara pandu lali di Pulau Pinang, baru-baru ini.

1 dengan jangkitan COVID-19 memanfaatkan kemudahan ujian saringan

(Foto MIKAIL OMG/BH)

Sains, Teknologi dan Inovasi
STI).

“Sebab itu sava menjangkakan
untuk sampai ke fasa pertama
ujian klinikal, akan amhil masa
dua atau tiga tahun lagi.

“Paling cepat pun untuk vak-
sin ini sampai kepada end user
(pengguna), sekurang-kurang-
nya tiga tahun," katanya.

Mengulas lanjut, Fazren ber-
kata, Malaysia memiliki ramai
pakar vang mampu menghasil-
kan vaksin selain mempunyai
saintis muda yang berkebolehan
tinggi.

"Apa yang penting sekarang ini
adalah dana daripada kerajaan.
Industri Malaysia belum cukup
kuat seperti syarikat gergasi Pfi-
zer dan sebagainya.

“Ketika ini, dana yang disa-
lurkan kerajaan adalah untuk
membuat penyelidikan, tetapi
apa langkah selepas itu?” soal-

nya.

Tahun lalu, Menteri Sains, Tek-
nologi dan Inovasi ketika itu,
Khairy Jamaluddin mendedah-
kan MOSTI Combating COVID-19
Fund (MCCOF) meluluskan dua
permohonan pembiavaan khu-
sus bagi projek Penyelidikan,
Pembangunan, Pengkomersialan
dan Inovasi (R&D&CE&I) dalam
memerangi dan mengawal wabak
COVID-19.

Permohonan yang diluluskan
itu membabitkanprojek diketuat
Khatijah dan projek diketuai Prof
Sazaly Abu Bakar dari Universiti
Malaya.

capai kemuncak
jangkitan Omicron

Dari Mk 1

“Ia membabitkan pengembara
warga asing dari Afrika Selatan dan
sejak itu, varian berkenaan mere-
bak pantas dalam kalangan komu-
niti berbanding varian Delta.

Hingga 19 Februari lalu, Ma-
laysia melaporkan sebanyak 050
kes varian Omicron dengan 764
adalah jangkitan dari luar negara
dan 186 lagi penularan tempatan.

“Malaysia mula menunjukkan
lonjakan jangkitan COVID-19
pada ME 6/2022 dengan 115,032
kes, meningkat 187 peratus ber-
banding 43,062 kes pada ME
5/2022. Bagaimanapun, pening-
katan kes ini juga dapat dilihat di
beberapa negara ASEAN lain,
iaitu Singapura, Thailand, Indo-

nesia dan Filipina,” katanya da-
lam kenyataan semalam.

D Noor Hisham berkata, setakat
20 Februari lalu, 169 negara me-
laporkan pengesanan sebanvak
1,571,345 kes varian Omicron, me-
lalui media dan Internet, manakala
153 negara dengan 1,406,717 kes va-
rian Omicron di an dalam la-
man 'Global Initiative on Sharing
All Influenza Data’ (GISAID).

*Tiga negara sudah melepasi
puncak gelombang varian Omi-
cron, iaitu United Kinpdom de-
ngan 408,510 kes, diikuti Amerika
Syarikat dengan 438,156 dan De-
nmark sebanvak 80,324 Kes. Me-
gara ASEAN pula menunjukkan
peningkatan kes, tetapi belum la-
gl meneapai puncak gelombang
varian Omieron,” katanya.
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27,299

kes baharu
dilaporkan
kelmarin

Putrajaya: Sebanyak 27,299 kes
baharu COVID-19 dilaporkan kel-
marin, menjadikan jumlah ku-
mulatif kes kini meningkat ke-
pada 3,395,170 kes.

Ketua Pengarah Kesihatan,
Tan Sri Dr Noor Hisham Ahdul-
lah, berkata daripada jumlah itu,
sebanyak 27,043 kes adalah pe-
nularan tempatan dan 256 kes
import yang mendapat jangkitan
dari luar negara.

Beliau berkata, majoriti kes,
laitu 18,324 kes atau 67.12 peratus
adalah pesakit kategori dua de-
ngan gejala, 8,846 kes (32.41 pe-
ratus) katepori satu iaitu tidak

| bergejala, kategori tiga (62 kes),
kategori empat (33 kes) dan ka-
tegori lima (34 kes).

“Daripada pesakit dalam ka-
tegoritiga hingga lima, sebanyak
71 kes atau 55.04 peratus mem-
babitkan pesakit yang sudah
mendapatkan dua dos vaksin, na-
mun belum menerima dos peng-
galak. Kumpulan ini mungkin ke-
rana imuniti COVID-19 sudah
menurun,

"Sebanyak 65 les atau 50.39 pe-
ratus membabitkan pesakit be-
rusla 60 tahun dan ke atag, mem-
punyai komorbid 35 kes, tidak
divaksinasi atau belum lengkap
mendapatlan pelalian 32 kes, su-
dah mendapathan dos penggalak
26 kes dan satu kes ibu mengan-
dung,” katanya dalam kenyataan
semalam.

Dr MNoor Hisham berkata, da-
ripada jumlah keseluruhan kes
aktif di negara ini, sebanyak 348
kes sedang dirawat di unit ra-
watan rapi (ICU), iaitu 153 les
disahkan COVID-19 dengan 195
kes Jagi disyaki, berkemumgki-
nan dan dalam siasatan,

Bagi kes dirawat dalam ICU
dan memerlukan alat bantuan
pernafasan, beliau memaklum-
‘kan, setakat ini, terdapat 348 pe-
sakit, iaitu 91 kes sudah disahkan
dengan 112 kes disvaki, berke-
mungkinan dan dalam siasatan,
‘manakala bagi kluster pula, tu-
juh kluster baharu dikenal pasti
kelmarin, menjadilcan 494 klus-
ter masih altif di negara ini.

& Daripada pesakit
dalam kategori tiga
hingga lima, sebanyak
71 kes atau 55.04
peratus membabitkan
pesakit yang sudah
mendapatkan:dua dos
vaksin @

Dr Noor Hisham
Abdl

Ketua Peﬁgw rah
Kesihatan ‘
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43 kematian Covid-19
direkodkan kelmarin

Kuala Lumpur: Sebanyak
805,676 individu atau 2z2.7
peratus populasi kanak-ka-
nak berusia lima hingga 1
tahun di Malaysia telah me-
nerima dos pertamavaksin
Covid-19 melalui Program
Imunisasi Covid-19 Kebang-
saan Kanak-Kanak (PICKi-
ds) setakat kelmarin. .
Berdasarkan data mene-
tusi laman web Covidnow,
sejumlah 14,517,869 atau
61.7 peratus populasi dewa-
sa di dalam negara pula te-
lah menerima dos pengga-
lak Covid-19 dan seramai
22,948,037 atau 97.5 peratus
lengkap vaksinasi manakala
23,227,580 atau 98.7 peratus
sudah menerima  seku-
rang-kurangnya satu dos.
Bagi remaja berusia 12
hingga 17 tahun, lah

menerima  sekurang-ku-
rangnya satu dos vaksin,
Sebanyak 118,275 dos vak-
sin sudah diberikan kelma-
rin  membabitkan 54,858
suntikan dos pertama, 577
suntikan dos lengkap dan
62,840 suntikan dos peng-
galak menjadikan jumlah
lumulatif pemberian vak-
sin bagi Program Imunisasi
Covid-19 Kebangsaan (Pick)
kini  meningkat kepada
66,086 213 dos.
" Sementara itu, menurut
~_portal GitHub Kementerian
Kesihatan, 43 kes kematian
akibat Covid-19 direkodkan
kelmarin dengan Sabah me-
laporkan: sembilan kes, di-

ikuti Selangor dengan lapan-

kes, Johor (tujuh), enam kes
di Perak, Kedah (lima), dua

2,800,421 individu atau oo
peratus daripada kumpulan
itu sudah melengkapkan
vaksinasi mereka manakala
2,803,860 atau 93 peratus

kes nm g-masing di Ke-
lantan dan Pahang mana-
kala satu kes masing-ma-
sing di Melaka, Sarawak, Te-
rengganu dan Kuala Lum-
pur.

ICU di lima negeri
-catat lebih 50%

Kuala Lumpur: Lima ne-
geri merekodkan penggu-
naan katil di wad unit ra-
watan rapi (ICU) bagi me-
rawat pesakit Covid-19 me-
lebihi 50 peratus dengan
Kelantan dilaporkan ter-
tinggi iallu mencecah g4
peratus.

Ketua Pengarah Kesiha-

tan, Tan Sri Dr Noor His-
ham Abdullah berkata, Me-
laka merekodkan penggu-
naan katil ICU sebanyak 71
peratus diikuti Johor (67 pe-
ratus), Kuala Lompur (58
peratus) dan Putrajaya (so
peratus).
Bagi katil bukan ICU, ka-
tanya, terdapat 12 negeri
merekodkan penggunaan
katil melebihi so peratus.

“Negeri berkenaan adalah
Kelantan sebanyak 113 pe-
ratus, Selangor (104 pera-
tus), Putrajaya (99 peratus),
Kuala Lumpur (o peratus),
Perak (83 peratus), Perlis (75
peratus).

“Selain itu, Pahang seba-
nyak 71 peratus, Johor (Gg
peratus), Sabah (64 pera-
tus), Terengganu (61 pera-
tus) dan masing-masing 59
peratus di Sarawak serta
Pulau Pinang,’ katanya da-
lamn kenyataan, semalam.

Dr Noor Hisham berkata,
hanya satu negeri iaitu Me-
laka menunjukkan peratu-
san pengisian lebih 50 pe-
ratus bagi katil di Pusat
Kuarantin dan Rawatan Co-
vid-1g (PKRC).

Menurutnya, pesakit Co-
vid-1p yang memerlukan
alat bantuan pernafasan
(ventilator) pula meningkat.
kepada 203 pesakit dan pe-
ratusan penggunaan ban-

' tuan itu adalah 35 peratus

daripada keseluruhan ven-
tilator untuk pesakit Co-
vid-1g9 dan bukan Covid-19.

(1%

Kelantan sebanyak
113 peratus, Selangor
(104°%), Putrajaya

(99°4), KL (90%,),
Perak (88%),
Perlis (75%)

Dr Noor Hisham

Gambar NSTIAIZUDDIN SAAD

GOLONGAN warga emas menerima valsin dos penggalak Covid-19 di Pusat Pemberlan Vaksin (PPY) Axiata Arena, Bukit jalil. kelmarin. -

950 kes jangkitan
Omicron dikesan

764 kes direkodkan dari luar negara, 186 jangkitan tempatan

Oleh Raja Noraina Raja
Rahim

rnoraina@hme-
tro.com.my

Ku;sla Lumpur

ementerian Kesiha-
tan Malaysia (KKM)
mengesan 950 kes va-
rian Omicron di negera ini
setakat 19 Tebruari laka,
Ketua Pengarah Kesiha-
tan, Tan Sri Dr Noor Hisham
Abdullah berkata, daripada
jumnlah itu sehanyak 764 kes
adalzh jangkitan dari luar
negara manakala 186 kes la-
gl jangkitan tempatan.
Menurutnya, kes varian
membimbangkan (VOC) itu
dilaporkan oleh Institut Pe-

nyelidikan Perubatan (IMR);
Institut Kesihatan dan Pe-
rubatan Komuniti (THCM)
Universiti Malaysia Sara-
walg Institut Genom dan
Vaksin Malaysia (MGVI) ser-
ta Pusat Penyelidikan dan
Pendidikan Penyakit Ber-
jangkit Tropika (TIDREC)

Universiti Malaya,

Katanya, turut melapor-
kan kes itu Institut Biologi
Molekul Perubatan Univer-
siti Kebangsaan Malaysia
(UMBI-UKM);  Integrative
Pharmacogenomics Institu-
te (IPROMISE) Universiti
Teknologi Mara; Hospital
Pengajar Universiti Putra
Malzysia (HP-UPM); Hospi-
tal Universiti Sains Malaysia
(USM); Universiti Malaysia

Sabah (UMS) dan Universiti
Islam Antarabangsa Mala-
ysia (ULAM) Kuantan.

“Kes pertama varian Omi-
cron di Malaysia dilaporkan
pada 3 Disember z0z1 (Ming-
gu Epidemiologi. 48/2021)
membabith peng ara
asing dari Afrika Selatan. Se-
jak itu, katanya, varian Omni-
cron merebak dengan cepat
di kalangan komuniti ber-
banding varian Delta.

"Malaysia mula menun-
jukkan lonjakan kes Co-
vid-19 pada ME 6/z02z2 de-
ngan 115,032 kes berbanding
43,062 kes pada ME 5/2022.

"Peningkatan kes ini juga
dapat dilihat di beberapa
negara Asean lain iaitu
Singapura, Thatland, Indo-

nesia dan Filipina,” katanya
dalam kenyataan, semalam.

Beliau berkata, walaupun
varian Omicron menyebab-
kan gejala dan komplikasi
lebih ringan berbanding va-
rian lain, namum langkah
komprehensif perlu dilaksa-
nakan bagi melandaikan
lengkuk Covid-15.

Katanya, antaranya ada-
lah memperkasakan komu-
niti dalam mengawal jang-
kitan dengan meningkatkan
amalan kendiri dan penja-
gaan prosedur operasi stan-
dard (SOP), mengoptimum
kan perkhidmatan Pusat Pe-
nilzian Covid-19 (CAC), ke-
siapsiagaan perkhidmatan
hospital serta meningkat-
kan liputan vaksin.
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JEMAAH SOLAT JUMAAT PERLU DOS PENGGALAK

SOP hanya untuk
masjid di Selangor

Bernama
Mm

rosedur operasi stan-

dard (SOP) yang me-

netapkan jemaah
lengkap dua dos vaksin Co-
vid-1g9 dan dos penggalak di-
benarkan hadir menunai-
kan solat Jumaat hanya ter-
pakai di masjid dan surau di
Selangor.

Timbalan Ketua Pengarah
(Dasar) Jabatan Kemajuan
Islam Malaysia (Jakim) Da-
tuk Hakimah Mohd Yusoff
berkata, SOP solat berje-
maah di masjid dan surau di
lain-lain negeri masih se-
perti biasa dan tertakhuk ke-

pada keputusan pihak ber-
kuasa agama negeri ma-
sing-masing.

“Sukacita dimaklumkan
hahawa syarat berkenaan
ditetapkan oleh pihak ber-
kuasa agama negeri Selang-

@

Syarat berkenaan
ditetapkan oleh pihak
berkuasa agama negeri
Selangor dan hanya
terpakai kepada masjid
dan surau di negeri
berkenaan sahaja”

Hakimah

or dan hanya terpakai ke-

pada masjid dan surau di -

negeri berkenaan sahaja.
“Takim menghormati ke-

tetapan yang dibuat oleh

pihak berkuasa agama ne-

geri Selangor dan mena-
sihati umat Islam mema-

_tuhi SOP yang ditetapkan

bagi memastikan usaha
menjaga dan memelihara
maslahah dalam mengawal
penularan wabak Covid-19
meneapai matlamat,” kata-
nya dalam satu kenyataan
di sini semalam. |

Selasa lalu, Jabatan Aga-
ma Islam Selangor melalui
surat pekeliling bertarikh 21
Februari menetapkan syarat
menerima vaksin lengkap
dua dos dan vaksin peng-
galak bagi membolehkan je-
maah hadir ke masjid dan
surau untuk menunaikan

Solat jurnaat bermula 25 Fe-

braari.
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KKM kesan tujuh
kluster baharu

Kuala Lumpur: Kes baharu
Covid-19 di negara ini kel-
marin direkodkan seba-
nyak 27,209 kes menjadikan
jumiah keseluruhan me-
ningkat kepada 3,395,170
kees.

Ketua Pengarah Kesiha-
tan Tan Sri Dr Noor Hisham
Abdullah berkata, sebanyak
256 kes daripada keseluru-
han kes harian yang dila-
parkan itu adalah kes im-
port.

Menurutnya, sebanyak
27,170 kes atau 99.53 peratus
terdiri daripada pesakit po-
sitif kategori satu dan dua
manakala 129 kes atau 0.47
peratus lagi pesakit kategori
tiga hingga lima.

“Berdasarkan  pecahan
kes kategori tiga hingga k-
ma, 32 kes tidak divaksinasi
atau belum lengkap vaksi-
nasi, menerima dua dos
vaksin (71 kes) dan sudah
menerima dos penggalak
(26 kes).

“Pesakit dalam kategori
‘berkenaan juga adalah ka-
langan berusia 6o tahun ke
atas (65 kes), mempunyai

* komorbid (35 kes) dan ibu
mengandung (satu kes)
katanya dalam kenyataan,
semalam.

Dr Noor Hisham berkata,

semalam.

sebanyak 348 kes memer-
lukan rawatan di unit ra-
watan rapi membabitkan
153 kes disahkan Covid-19
manakala 195 kes disyaki,
kemungkinan dan dalam
siasatan.

Katanya, kes yang me-
merlukan’ bantuan perna-
fasan pula sebanyak 203 kes
faitu g1 kes disahkan Co-
vid-19 dan 1z kes disyaki,
kemungkinan serta dalam
siasatan.

“Kementerian Kesihatan
Malaysia (KKM) turut me-
rekodkan z2,710 kes pulih
Covid-1g semalam (kelma-
rin) menjadikan jumlah ku-
mulatif meningkat kepada
3,063,560 kes iaitu po.z pe-
ratus daripada keseluruhan
kes,” katanya.

Dalam pada itu, belian
berkata, sebanyak tujuh
kluster baharu dikesan se-
kali gus menjadikan jumlah
keseluruhan kluster me-

ningkat kepada 6,774 de-
ngan 494 kluster aktif.

RANG ramai hadir bagi menerima suntikan dos penggafak
di Pusat Pemberian Vaksin (PTV) Lebub Acheh, Georgetowi,
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Langkah landaikan lengkuk Covid-19

PUTRAJAYA — Sebanyak B0 pe-
ratus daripada keseluruhan 1,244
sampel yang diterima darl Ogos
tahun lalu hingga Januari lalu
dikesan mempunyal jangkitan
varian Omicron.

Ketua Pengarah Kesihatan,
Tan Sri Dr. Noor Hisham Abdul-
lah berkata, kes pertama varian
Omicron di negara ini dilaporkan
pada 3 Disember 2021 melibat-
kan pengembara warga asing dari
Afrika Selatan,

“gajak itu, varian Omicron te-
lah merebak dengan cepat dalam
kalangan komuniti berbanding
varian Delta” katanya dalam satu
kenyataan di sini sernalam.

Beliau berkata, Malaysia mula
menunjukkan lonjakan kes Co-
vid-19 pada Minggu Epidemiologl
(ME) 6/2022 dengan 115,032 kes
jaitu peningkatan sebanyak 167
peratus berbanding 42082 kes
pada ME 5/2032.

Malah Katanya, lonjakan itu
juga dapat dilihat di beberapa ne-
gara Asean lain jaitu Singapura,
Thailand, Indonesia dan Filipina.

Jelasnya, sehingga 19 Febru-
ari, Malaysia telah melaporkan
sebhanyak 950 kes varian Omicron
dengan 784 kes adalah jangkitan
dari luar negara, manakala 186
kes adalah jangkitan tempatan.

«Tiga negara telah melepasi
puncak gelombang varian Oomi-
cron iaitu United Kingdom (UK)
dengan 498,510 kes, diikut oleh
Aamerika Syarikat 438,156 kes dan
Denmark 80,324 kes.

RAYYAN FAHMI SHAMDUDDIN LAW,

6, menerima suntikan vaksin di Pusat

Pemberian Vaksin Pusat Dagangan Dunia (WTC), Kuala Lumpur semalam.

“Negara-negara Asean pula
menunjukkan peningkatan kes
tetapt belum lagi mencapal pun-
cak gelombang varian Omicron,”
ujarnya.

Sementara itu, Dr. Noor
Hisham memberitahu, biarpun
varian  Omicron - menyebab-
kan gejala dan komplikast lebih
ringan berbanding varlan-va-
rian yang lain, beberapa langkah
komprehensif perlu dilaksana-
kan bagi melandaikan lengkuk
Covid-19 di negara ini.

Katanva, antara langkah-lang-
kah tersebut ialah memperkasa-
kan komuniti dalam mengawal
dan mencegah penyakit Covid-19
dengan mempertingkatkan ama-

lan kendiri dan penjagaan prose-
dur operasi standard (SOF).

“Selain itu, mengoptimumkan
perkhidmatan Covid-18 Pusat
Penilaian Covid-19 (CAC) di selu-
ruh negara untuk rawatan pesa-
kit Covid bagi kategorl satu dan
2a dengan meningkatkan kapa-
siti virtual CAC.

“Dalam masa sama, kesiapsia-
gaan perkhidmatan hospital
dalam rawatan pesakit kategori
2b ke atas, meningkatkan liputan
vaksin Covid-19 dengan mening-
katkan liputan dos penggalak
dalam kalangan dewasa dan
meningkatkan liputan vaksin
dalam  kalangan kanak-kanak
lima hingga 11 tahun,” ujarnya.

28 FEBRUARI 2022
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Rebut peluang

ambil dos penggalak

Oleh ARIF AIMAN ASROL
utisannews@mediamuiia com my

PETALING JAYA: Lanjutan tem-
poh status lengkap vaksinasi
dos penggalak sehingga hujung
bulan depan adalzh peluang ke-
pada ldra-kira 2.7 juta penerima
vaksin premier Sinovac yang be-
Jum mengambil suntikan tam-
bahan itu berbuat demildan.

Pakar Kesihatan Komuniti
Takulti Perubatan Universiti
Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM),
Prof Dr. Sharifa Ezat Wan Puteh
berkata, peluang itu perlu di-
manfaatkan masyarakat dengan
mengambil dos penggalak bagi
melindungi diri dan orang seke-
liling daripada jangkitan wabak
certa mengelakkan peningkatan
kes kategori bahaya.

Katanya, kira-kira 2.7 juta
penerima vaksin premier Sino-
vac belumn tampil mengambil
dos penggalak kerana terdapat

+ perasaan ragu-ragu dan takut
dengan kesan sampingan sunti-

it
«fika kita lihat pada Covid-
Now, sudah capai 61 peratus

Jika kita lihat pada
CovidNow, sudah
capai 61 peratus
yang mengambil
dos penggalak dan
ia menunjukkan
perkembangan
positif. Dengan
harapan apabila
makin ramai
masyarakat
mengambil
suntikan tersebut.”

SHARIFA EZAT WAN PUTEH
yang mengambil dos penggalak

dan ia menunjulkan perkem-
bangan positif. Dengan harapan

apabila makin ramai masyarakat
mengambil suntikan tersebut,
sermaldn kurang kes-kes teruk
melibatlan kematian,” katanya
semasa dihubungi Utusan Ma-
laysia.

Sebelum ini, Menteri Kesi-
hatan, Khairy Jamaluddin men-
gumumkan lanjutan tempoh
ctatus lengkap vaksinasi dos
penggalak Covid-19 sehingga
91 Mac bagi memberi peluang
kepada mereka yang belum
mengambil dos penggalak un-
tuk berbuat demikian.

Sementara itu, Pakar Epi-
demiologi dan Biostatistik,
Prof. Dr. Jamalludin Ab Rah-
man berkata, pengambilan dos
penggalak adalah satu langkah
yang perlu dilaksanakan bagi
mengurangkan kesan buruk
Covid-19.

“Bagi mereka yang menerima
vaksin Sinovac, dos tambahan
diperlukan kerana data menun-
jukkan keberkesanan dua dos
sebelum ini Hdak mencukupi
Tagi untuk melindungi mereka,
terntama mereka yang berumur
60 tahun ke atas,” katamya.

28 FEBRUARI 2022
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GENOMIC SEQUENCING

‘80pc OF AUGUST-JANUARY
CASES ARE OMICRON

Covid-19 infections
surged 167pc in
epidemiological
week six this year,
says Health D-G
THARANYA ARURM UuGAM

KUALA LUMPU
TEWS@nSL.Com.my

HE Health Ministry's ge-
nomic sequencing of the
SARS-CoV-2 virus from
August last year to Jan-
uary this year found that 80 per
cent of swab samples tested
showed up the Omicron variant.

Health director-general Tan Sri
Dr Noor Hisham Abdullah said
Malaysia started seeing a surge in
Covid-19 cases in epidemiological
week six this year (EW 6/2022),
logging 115,032 cases, which was a
167 per cent increase from 43,062
cases in EW 5/2022.

“Up to Feb 19, the country has
recorded a total of 950 Omicron
cases, 764 of which are imported
and 186 locally transmitted,” he
said yesterday.

Health Ministry data from Au-
gust last year to January showed
that the Delta variant remained
the dominant one in Malaysia up
Lo November last year.

Omicron began to deminate in-
fections in December, when al-
most 50 per cent of 1,679 samples
collected for genomic surveil-
lance involved the variant.

Inn January, 80 per cent of 1,244
samples taken involve Omicron
and only 20 per cent involve Delta.

Dr Noor Hisham said Omicron
cases were reported by many in-
stitutions nationwide, namely the
ministry’s Institute for Medical
Research, Universiti Malaysia
Sarawak’s Institute of Health and
Community Medicine, Malaysia
Genome & Vaccine Institute, Uni-
versiti Malaya's Tropical Infectious
Diseases Research & Education
Centre, Universiti Kebangsaan
Malaysia’s Medical Molecular Bi-
clogy Institute, Universid Tekniolo-
gi Mara’s Integrative Pharmacoge-
nomics Institute, Universiti Putra
Malaysia Teaching Hospital, Uni-
versitl Sains Malaysia Hospital,
Universiti Malaysia Sabah and
International Islamic University
Malaysia Kuantan.

He said although the Omicron
variant caused milder symptoms
and complications than other
variants, the ministry had to im-

A health worker administering a Covid-19 vaccine booster dose at the
Dewan Ang 81 Chong vaccination centre in Butterworth yesterday. pic
BY DANIAL ShaD

plement comprehensive measures
to contain its spread.

“The measures Include commu-
nity empowerment in controlling
and preventing Covid-19 by im-
proving self-care, SOP (standard
operating procedures) and optimi-
sation of Covid-19 Assessment
Centre services nationwide for
caregories 1and 2a patients by im-
proving virtual capacity.

“The ministry also improved
hospital readiness to treat Cat-
egory 2b and above patients, as
well as increased Covid-19 vac-
cination coverage among adults
and children.”

Dr Noor Hisham said patients
in Category 2A are those with
mild symptoms, including sore
throat or flu without fever or
shortness of breath, cough with-
out fever or shortness of breath,
loss of sense of taste but still com-
fortable eating, loss of sense of
smell, bouts of diarrhoea within
24 hours, nausea, vomiting, fati-
gue and muscle pain, but are still
able to perform daily activities.

Catepory 2B patients are those
who have moderate sympioms,
like prolonged fever for two days
ar more, or have fever again after
recovering, difficulty breathing
when doing some activities (ex-
ertional dyspnoea), chest pain,
are unable to eat or drink, wors-
ening fatigue, especially during
dally activities or when waking
up from sleep, need help walking,
cough, nausea, vomiting or di-
arrhoea worsening or persisting,
brain fog and confusion.

Malaysia reported its first Omi-
cron case on Dec 3, 2021 (EW

48/2021), involving a foreign trav-
eller from South Africa.

Dr Noor Hisham said Omicron
had spread rapidly in the com-
munity, overtaking Delta.

“In December 2021, Omicron
cases were detected only at in-

“ternational entry points, But the

situation changed in Jaouary,
which saw local transmission of
Omieron in almost all states.”

South Africa reported the first
Dmicron case to the World Health
Organisation (WHO) on Nov 24,
detected in specimens from Nov 9.

The Omicron variant with 32
mutations on its spike protein
has spread rapidly worldwide.

On Nov 26, the WHO declared
Omicron a variant of concern, re-
placing Delta as the dominant
variant.

Dr Noor Hisham said up to Feb
20, 169 countries had reported
1,571,345 cases of Omicron in the
media and online.

“Meanwhile, 153 countries with
1,406,717 cases of Omicron have
been reported to the Global Ini-
tiative on Sharing All Influenza
Data website.

“Three couniries have passed
the peak of the Omicron wave —
the United Kingdom with 498,510
cases, the United States with
438,156 cases and Denmark with
80,324 cases.

“While Asean countries are be-
ginning to show an increase in
cases, they have not yet reached
the Omicron wave peak.

“a spike in fresh infections can
be seen inseveral Asean countries,
namely Singapore, Thailand, In-
donesia and the Philippines.”
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Rise in Covid infections
in children under 11

KUALA LUMPUR: Covid-19 cases

invalving children under age 11

have continued to rise in the past

two weeks.

According te data on the Health
Ministry's CovidNow portal, the
number of infants and children
{0 to 11 years old) who caught
Covid-19 rose steadily from 2,492
cases on Feb 13 to 3,863 on Fri-
day.

Covid-19 éases among adoles-
cents age 12 to 17 also rose from
1,496 on Feb 13 101,849 on Friday.

Adults (age 18 to 59) continue
to make up the bulk of new in-
fections, rising from 12,634 on
Feb 13 t0 20,771 on Friday.

Cases involving se-
nior citizens (age 60
and above) rose from
1,334 on Feb 13 to 2,261
on Friday. .

Health Minister
Khairy Jamaluddin
had said the death
rate of unvaccinated

*+ Covid-19 patients was
significantly higher
than the rate of those
who had completed
primary vaccination

and received a booster  Khairy Jamaluddin

shot.

Up to Saturday, 21.2 per cent of
children aged 5 to 11 in Malaysia
had received the first dose of a
vaccine under the Covid-19 Na-
ronal Immunisation Programme
for Children (PICKids),

Sarawak had the highest child
vaccination rate at 39,6 per cent.
1t is followed by Melaka (34.1 per
cent), Penang (29.3 per cent), Per-
ak {26.2 per cent), Klang Valley
(24.4 per cent), Johor (23.6 per
cent), Megri Sembilan (22.7 per
cent), Labuan (21.6 per cent), Pa-
hang (18,5 per cent), Petlis (16.1
per cent), Kedah (14.9 per cent),
Sabah (10 per cent), Terengganu
{81 per cent) and Kelantan (6.8
per cent).

On Twitter, Khairy said 805,676

children under 11, or 23 per cent
ofthe age group, had received the
first dose under PICKids.

He said parents' confidence in
Covid-19 vaccination for children
was growing following extensive
engagement sessions by paedia-
tricians and specialists.

"Confidence is growing after '

explanations and engagements
with paediatricians and family
health specialists.

“To parents, do not wait any

longer.

“Register your children (for
Covid-19 vaccination) and pro-
tectthem,” he tweeted.

Based on data from CovidNow,
14,453,640 people
have received booster
jabs and 25,747,814
have completed pri-
mary vaccination.

Meanwhile,
Malaysia saw 27,043
new Covid-19 cases on
Saturday, bringing the
cumulative number to
3,373,116, with 298,976
active cases.

Of the new infec-
tions, 256 were lm-
ported.

A total of 286,969
patients (96 per cent of active cas-
es) were undergoing home guar-
antine, 3,758 (1.3 per cent) were at
quarantine and low-risk treal-
ment centres, 7911 (2.6 per cent)
were hospitalised, 145 were in the
intensive care unit (ICU) and 203
were in the ICU and required in-
tubation.

The data showed that 22,710

more people had recovered from -

Covid-19, bringing total recover-
ies to 3,063,560.

Hospitalisations continued to
rise, from a seven-day average of
944 admissions on Feb 1 to 2,262
on Friday.

Active ICU cases rose from a
seven-day average of 121 on Feb 1
to 287 on Friday.

: Y ITIoE.
Lt - “p - -
People visiting the grave of a Family n

Shah Alam on Saturday. BERMAMA PIC

MOST ARE ELDERLY

Deaths rise almost

- sixfold from 10 on

Feb 10 to 57 on
Friday, CovidNow
data shows

KUALA LUMPUR

ALAYSIA is seeing

a spike in deaths

and brought-in-dead

(BID) cases caused by
Covid-19 complications.

According to data on the Covid-
Now portal and GitHub sites, the
Health Ministry saw an almost six-
fold increase in Covid-19 deaths
since Feb10.

From 10 deaths on Feb 10, the
number rose to 57 on Friday and
43 on Saturday.

BID cases increased from one
on Feb 10 to 14 on Friday and 13
on Saturday.

Tp to Saturday, the cumulative
death toll stood at 32,634, includ-
ing 6,673 BID cases.

Most deaths involved elderly
patients aged 60 and above, fol-
lowed by adults aged 18 to 59.

CovidNow data showed that

deaths involving the elderly rose
from seven on Feb 1 to 28 on Feb
19. Only three adults died due to
Covid-19 complications on Feb 1,
rising to 10 on Feb 19.

According to the data on deaths
per 100,000 population and vac-
cination status, a seven-day av-
erage of 9.1 unvaccinated pa-
tients died for every 100,000 peo-
pleon Feb19.

This is far higher than the sev-
en-day average of 0.7 deaths for
patients who completed primary
vaccination and 0.2 deaths for
those who had a booster shot.

Inthe past two weeks, Malaysia,
recorded 14 deaths per million
people. Johor, Sabah and Kedah
had the highest rates at 25,22 and
21 deaths per million people re-
spectively.

They were followed by Melaka
(19), Perak (16), Pahang (13), Negti
Sembilan (12}, Perlis (12), Selangor
(11), Klang Valley (10), Penang (10),
Labuan (10), Terengganu (eight),
Kelantan (six), Kuala Lumpur (six)
and Sarawak (one)

Health director-general Tan Sri
Dr Moor Hisham Abduliah said
the intensive care unit (ICU) bed-
use rate for Covid-19 patients in
five states had exceeded 50 per
cent.

Kelantan was at 94 per cent. It

SPIKE IN COVID-19
DEATHS, B.1.D. CASES

was followed by Melaka (71 per
cent), Johor (67 pet cent), Kuala
Lumpur (58 per cent) and Putra-
jaya (50 per cent).

The non-ICU bed-use rate for
Covid-19 cases in 10 states and
two federal territories were also
above 50 per cent.

“Bed use in Kelantan isat113 per
cent, followed by Selangor 104 per
cent, Putrajaya 99 per cent, Kuala
Lumpur 90 per cent, Perak 88 per
cent, Perlis 75 per cent, Pahang 71

“per cent, Johor &9 per cent, 3abah

64 per cent, Terengganu 61 per
cent, Sarawak 59 per cent and
Penang 59 per cent,’ he said yes-
terday.

He said only one Covid-19 quar-
antine and treatment centre, in
Melaka, was operating at more
than 50 per cent capagity.

He said 203 Covid-19 patients
required intubation, with venti-
lator uge at seven per cent.

“Total ventilator use is at 35 per
cent, including Covid and non-
Covid patients.”

Dr Noor Hisham said there were
differences between the number
of new Covid-19 hospitalisations
and new categories 1 to 5 cases
logged daily due to the dynamic
condition of patients, who could
worsen or improve over dme. By
Tharanya Arumugam
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Jaklm Booster requ1rement for Friday prayers only applies to S'gor

Tm requirement for con-
grnegams completed two doses and a
am’?.i%“‘“m“ "““’w g

o 0
5 surau in Selangor, says the

maosques and
Department mmknmlommmlwda ]

(Jakim).
Itsdep::tydjxmgenualu:cmcy)mm

Fewer serious cases

Wmumﬁmmmﬂ ma:lg:l:lyapghmmmommdmu
t]
“Jakim the ruling made by the
- Selangar s authorities and advises all
( um&nmam to abide by the SOF (o
authorities. control the spread of the Covid-19 virus,”
| wish to inform that the condi- mmmawmm
ﬂgnmssethytheslalangurreww day

Most of those in Category 3 to 5 were not fully vaxxed

KUALA LUMPUTR: Only 129 cases or 0.47% of
the 27,299 nﬂwmuiﬂrmmmmmd on
Saturday were of Categories 3 o 5, says

Hea]ﬂl.dirgutm‘-g&uaﬂ! SrlHrNuur
Hisham Abdull

Hes;ﬂdﬂtemn]mkyofmn 27,170 or
99,53% — was in 1and2.

he added.

As of Saturday, & total of 1,624 cases were
admilted to hospitals, of which 508 (36,8%)
were in Categories 3 to 5, while the remaining

1,026 (63,2%) were in Categories 1 and 2.

; saidﬁue states recorded bed usage of

. in Covid-19 cases from 43,052 cases in the
; epiﬂeminlugcal

Dr Noor Hisham sald 22,710 recoveries
were reported; bringing the cumulative figure
to 3,063,560,

On intensive care unit (ICU) bednaaﬁlm

re, namely Kelantan (34%), Melaka (71%),
lnhor (ma,mm Lumpur (58%) and

Bernama reparted him as. in a stare-
ment that Malaysia recorded a 167% increase

ahnmnmmsuﬂim
_ Dr Noor Hisham said the results of SARS-
data for the past

'am_!mt-ullmssgqumm.r.esﬂﬁ
mwmammmcammm
er symptoms and complications than other
ariants, he said - - the measures that
: to flatien the Covid-
fifth week (EW 5) to 115,052
cases in EW 6.
He said as at Feb 19, Malaysia reported 950
cases of the Omicron variant involving 764
nmﬂgg:tudcasamdi&&msoﬂamlms-

mmmmhdummim
Thailand, mﬂmﬁa

2a patients by increa

of CACs as well as h service rea
mmaﬂememdxaﬂenumf.‘mmn
a.miahnve, hearlr.le

unmmsmmmnmm
‘Department through a circular dated Feb 21
announced the two-dose and booster dose
for congregants per-

.mﬁigmatmm andsurau

in the state.
_ The requirement took effect on Feb 25. —
Bemnma 5

' KJ: Don't treat

Covid-19
as a mild flu

m!.mmn Im People should continue

ﬁgﬂgﬂmwﬂmumowm—masa
'ﬁu. says' Health Minister Khairy

din.
“Eyery death is serious, It is less severe

“now but it's not a mild flu, We must continue

. to focus on protecting our groups,
Please get hoosted.” said in a post on
his account on Sunday.

However, he added that the country is

: memly seeing a drastically reduced death
mmpa.red

to the Delta wave list year,
gear Cavid-19 cases were high, sur-
5,000 cases daily as many were not
h;rl}ly vacdmted or lmd yet to receive their
aster.

- "Now, aluwugh case numbers are high

agamduemﬂlemmcmnmm,wsm
seeing lower death rates,” said Khairy.
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Khairy: Voters have
adequate protection

 Health minister says booster shotrate for Johor
populace has reached70% and can protect evensenior
crtlzens with health compllcations

KLUANG: Johor's rate of Govid-19 booster

vaccination shets has reached 70% so far
+ which will be adequate in protecting voters

throughout the Johor state election,

Health Minister Khairy Jamaluddin said it
was the target set by the Health Minisiry for
the state election taking place on March 12,

“It offers good protection fo voters,

especially senior citizens with health

complications, with all the campaigning

activities being conducted.
“We have laid all our plans, The standard
tmg procedures (SOF) for the state
Df::? has been eased compared fo
Malacca, The wInmaﬁonm received at the
a-nm‘sny indicates that ammugh cases have

rlsan, mnimpamismasmmmmd

to several past months," he said during a press
canference at the Renggam health
dlinic Covid-19 assessment centre hete

He also said that childen vaccinations
have achieved 25%, with over 103,000
children inpeulated under the National
Govid-18 Immunisation Pro

than the national percentage of 25%.

said the mimistry has created teams
under the Public Health Unit to monitor the
election SOP and to issue compounds to
anyone who violates the SOF, no matter what
parlyﬂmamlnurwho lhuym

‘lhmasked.!lmtlymtwmmnﬂndmnt
not crowding around leaders, secondly, woe
cal distancing is practiced

outs, we ask enforcers (o use
Eﬁmﬂﬂnm ' he said;

On a media practitioner being issued a
of RM1,000 last Saturday” Iur

‘compound
alleged SOP viulaum, Khairy said the
been cancelled.

‘has been
have requested the r:ompbmd be

comy

.m:alled aﬁer]c‘:n&alndmgnmsmlrgs :
mpomr's upon reviewing the
) reported. bringing the cumulative figure to

repoit.

“*1 told enforcement if teporters are
earrying out thelr dutles, wam and admonish
them first. If it isn't his fault, he really is

gramme for. looking foran interview and as such, no need
Gaﬂdnen (PICKids) in Johor The percentage

o compound,” he added.
' Amedia practitioner covering candidates’

nominations for the Johor state clection was

issued a compound of RML,000 for allegedly
viohﬂn; the Covid-19 SOP at the Larkin
constituency nomination  centre  here,
-Bemnama

Khalry being bﬂ by specialist Br Fatimah Hassan during his visit to Simpang Renggarn bealth clinic Covid-19 assessment cantra in Kiuang, Johor

yesterday, ~

Over 800,000 children given first dose

mmuwammwsmed:ﬂdmn
aged between five and 11, or 22.7% of the

in Malaysia, have received lhell,mt dose *

group

of the Covid-19 vaccine as of last Saturday,
under the Naﬁmaldfmrld-m Iml}nunlmﬁ.un
Programme for Children (PLCKids!

Based on the CovidNOW website, a total of
14,517,869, or 61.° ﬂoflheadtﬂl]il’:pu'laﬂwlm
the country, have received the
and a total of 22,948,037, or 97.5%, have
completed vaccination while 23,227,580, or

oster dose.

98,7%, hiave received at least ohe dose of
ihe vaccine.

‘As for adolescenis aged 12 (o 17, 4 total of
2,800,421 individuals, or 9%, have campleted
their vaccination while 2,893,660 individuals,
or 93%, have received at least one dose of the
vaccine.

A total of 118,275 vaccine doses were

shots, bringing the cumulafive total vaceine

recordad one ¢

doses administered under the National
Covid-19 Immunisation Programme  to
66,906,213, >
Meanwhile, according to the IHealth
Ministry's Github portal, 43 Covid-19 deaths
werg mpﬁrlsd last Saturday, with Sabah
nine; Selangor, elght; Johor, scven;
Porak, six; Kedah, fve; with two each in

Kelantan ~ and Pahang while Malacea, .

Sarawal, Te amu and Koala Lumpur

- Bernama

Only 0.47% of cases in

“categories.three to five

* KUALA LUMPUR: Only 129 casds, or 0.47%, of the
27,298 new Covid-19 cases reported last
were in categaries three, four and five,
_ Health Divector-General Tan Sii Dr Noor
Hisham Abdullah said in a siatement yesteiday
thmhuma;umyutmummmcmsz?mur
Mmmmquﬁnm two.

This brings the cumulative total of cases in
Malaysia to 8,395,170, *

“Of the 129 cases in categories thice, four and
five, 32 were individuals whio were unvaccinaled or
had yet to complete vaccination, 71 were fully
vaccinated but yet to receive the booster dose and
26 had received the booster dose)” he said.

AsofFeb 26, atotal of 1,624 cases were admitted
to hospitals, of which 598 (36.8%) were in
tategories three, four and five while the remaining
1,026 (63.2%5) were in categories ane and two,

He said 22,710 cases of recoveries were

On |.ha intensive care unit bed usage, Noor
mmmm:m mmt(g:d)‘?ﬂdm_agu nﬁﬂ?
{ug‘;r tem). x'unln Lumpur (58%) and Putrajava

Meanwhile, he said Malaysia recorded a 167%

increase in Covid-19 cases, from 43,062 in the fifth

epidemiological week to 115,032 in the sixth week.

He said as of Feb 19, Malaysia reported 950
cases of the variant, involving 764
imported cases and 186 local transmissions.

Other Asean countries including Singapore,
Thailand, Indonesia and the l'hilippmeshm also
seen a rise in such cases.

Noor Hisham said the msnlt.s of SARS-CoV-2
genome surveillance data for the past six months
from August 2021 to Jan 2022 recorded that the
Omicron_ variant comprised 80% of all genoms

cing resulis in Malaysia.

He although the Omicron variant causes
milder symptoms and complications than other
varianis, among the measures that need © be
implemented (o fatten the Covid-19 curve is lo
increase vaccinations,

“In addition, Covid-19 Assessment Gentre

setvices nationwide need to be ed for the
ireaiment of categories one and 2a patenis by
increasing the ca of Covid-19 Assessment
~ Centres as well as service readiness in the

treatment of patients In citegories 2b and above,”
he added, - Bermama

Friday prayers rule

applies to Selangor

e J | 1,

PUTRAJAYA: The i

(SOP) which requires © ants to have
completed two doses and booster seufcov[d-ls
vaceines to be nhla!npﬁ&mnmﬂayptmmnnly
applies 1o mosques and suraus in Selangor,
according to the Department of Islamic
Development Malaysia (Jakim),

Jakim deputy director-general (Policy) Datuk
Hakimah Mohd Yosoff said the S0P for
congregational prayers in other states remained
the-same and are subject to the decision of the
respective state religious authorltdes.

T wish to inform that the conditionwas set by
the Selangor religious authorities and only applies
to mosques and suraus in he state.

“Jakim advises Muslims o abide by the SOP set
tommmmamnummunlthespmd of the
Covid-18 vitus achieve their of ! she saidin
a stalement here yesterday,

On Feb 22, the Selangor Islamlc Religious

Department, through a circular dated Feb 21 set
the two-dose and booster dose requirement to be
able to perform Friday prayers al mosques and
suraus in the state effective Feb 25. - Bernama
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