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Penularan COVID-19

28 peratus kanak-kanak
didaftar dapatkan vaksin

Ibu bapa digesa
segera bawa anak
untuk pelalian,
elak dedah

risiko kesihatan

Heh Noor Atigah Sidaiman
bhnews@bh.com.my
Putrajaya: Lebih satujuta atau 28
peratus’ kanak-kanak berusia li-
ma tahun hingga 11 tahun di ne-
gara ini sudah berdaftar untuk
mendapatkan vaksin COVID-18.

Menteri Kesihatan, Khairy Ja-
maluddin, berkata, seramai
1,022,966 lanal-kanak akan men-
dapatkan pelalian berkenaan me-
nerusi Program Imunisasi CO-
VID-19 Eebangsaan Kanak-Ka-
nak (PICKids), yang diperkenal-
kan sejak 3 Februarilalu.

Pada masa sama, Khairy ber-
harap ibu bapa tidak mengambil
sikap ‘tunggu dan lihat' dalam
isu pemberian vaksin kepada

anak mereka.

“Ini kerana kadar kemasukan
kanal-kanak ke hospital mula
meningkat. Daftarkan anak anda
untuk PICKids hari ini,” katanya
dalam ciapan di Twitter.

Khairy berkata seramai 263,400
kanalckanak di Selangor sudah
didaftarkan untuk menerima
imuniti COVID19, sekali gus
menjadi negeri paling tinggl da-
lam pendaftaran PICKlds.

“Ta diikuti Johor (150,800}, Kua-
la Lumpur (98,700), Sarawak
(90,000), Pulau Pinang (69,000), Pe-
ralk (66,000), Kedah (55,400), Pa-
hang (44,500), Melaka (39,500), Sa-
bah(39,000) dan Negeri Sembilan
(36,000).

“Gglain i, Terengganu
(28,100), Kelantan (21,900, Putra-
jaya (3,200), Perlis (4,700) dan La-
buan (2,000)," katanya.

Memperincikan jumlah pem-
berian vaksin mengikut etnik,
Khairy berkata, kanak-kanak da-
ripada kaum Cina paling tinggi
mendapatlkan pelalianberkenaan
di negara ini iaitu sebanysak 46.4
peratus.

“Kanak-kanak kaum Cina dila-
pan negeri yang sudah mendapat-

kan vaksin melebihi 50 peratus
ialah di Melaka (80.3 peratus), Ke-
dah (65.5 peratus), Kuala Lumpur
(6L.3 peratus), Perak (58.4 pera-
tus), Pahang (58.1 peratus), Perlis
(59 peratus), Terengganu (53.6 pe-
ralus) dan Selangor (53.5 pera-
tus)," katanya.

Sementara itu, menerusilaman
weh COVIDNOW, sehingga kel-
marin, sebanyak 14.5 peratus
atan 513,383 kanalckanak di ne-
gara ini sudah mendapatkan se-
kurang-kurangnya satu dos vak-
sin COVID-19.

Jumiah itu dicapai selepas se-
jumlah 38,894 dos diberikan kel-
marin.

Berdasarkan data menerusi la-
man web COVIDNOW, sebanyak
513,393 individu atau 14.5 peratus
populasi kanak-kanak berusia 1i-
ma hingga 11 tahun di Malaysia
menerima dos pertama vaksin
COVID-18 melalui PICKids, seta-
kat kelmarin.

Sejumlah 13,892,391 atau 59.5
peratus populasi dewasadi dalam
negara pula menerima dos peng-
galak COVID-19 dan seramai
99,944,150 atau 97.5 peratus leng-
kap vaksinasi, manakala

93,921,715 atau 96.7 peratus sudah
menerima selurangkorangnya
satu dos.

Bagi remaja berusia 12 hingga
17 tahun, sejumlah 2,798,806 in-
dividu atau 90 peratus daripada
kumpulan  itu  melengkapkan
vaksinasi mereka, manakala
2,884,882 atau 92.8 peratus mene-
rima sekurang-kurangnya satu
dos vaksin.

Sebanyak 128,153 dos suntikan
vaksin diberikan kelmarin, mem-
babitkan 61,230 suntikan dos per-
tama, 464 suntikan dos lengkap
dan 66,459 suntikan dos pengga-
lak menjadikan jumlah kumula-
tif vaksin bagi Program Imuni-
sasi COVID-19 Kebangsaan (Pl-
CK) kifni meningkat kepada
66,148,498.

Sementara itu, menurut portal
GitHub Kementerian Kesihatan,
37 kes kematian akibat COVID-19
direkodkan kelmarin, dengan Jo-
hor merekodkan sembilan kes, di-
ikuti Selangor (tujuh), Kedah
(enam), Perak dan Sabah ma-
singmasing empat kes, Pulau Pi-
nang(tiga), Pahang (dua)dansatu
kes masing-masingdiMelakadan
Wilayah Persekutuan Labuan.

Lapor KKM jika
majikan larang
bawa anak

ambil suntikan

Bagan Serai: Pekerja yang di-
larang majikan untuk membawa
anak mendapatkan suntikan
vaksin CIVID-18, boleh membuat
laporan terus kepada Kemente-
rian Kesthatan (KEM).
Timbalan Menteri Kesihatan,
Datuk Dr Noor Azmi Ghazall,
berkata semua majikan sudah
dimints membantu proses pela-
lian itu dengan memberi kelong:
garan kepada pekerja ma-
sing-asing, seperti kerja sepa-
ruh hari atau cuti bagi mem-
bolehkan mereka membawa
anak mendapatkan vaksin.
“KIKM tetap memantau perka-
ra ini biarpun belum ada se-
barang laporan diterima berkai-
tan majikan melarang pekerja
membawa anak mereka disuntik
vaksin, Sejak Program Imuni-
sasi COVID-19 Kanak-kanak (PI-

CKids) bermula 3 Febuari lalu,
tidak ada laporan mengenal per-
kara itu diterima.

“Difahamkan sudah ramai ibum
bapa mengatur cara sendirl un-
tuk membawa snak mendapat-
kan vaksin dan saya yakin se-
mua majikan dapat memberi ker-
jasama baik,” katanya pada si-
dang media selepas lawatan ker-
ja ke Pusat Pemberian Vaksin
Kanak-kanak di Dewan Seri Se-
linsing, Gunung Semanggol, di
sini semalam.

Dr Noor Azmi berkata, ibu ba-
pa juga disaran mendapatkan
imunisasi COVID-18 untuk anak
masing-masing ekoran kebimba-
ngan peningkatan Sindrom Ker-
adangan Pelbapgai Sistem Dalam
Kanak-kanak (MISC).

“Berdasarkan kajian 14 hos-
pital di bawah KKM, 174 crang

Dr Noar Azmi melakukan suntikan vaksin kepada Muhammad Igbal Ishak

didapati ada MISC dan daripada
itu, 501 perdtus adalah ka-
nak-kanak berumur lima hingga
11 tahun, manakala rekod ke-
matian adalah empat peratus,”
katanya.

Dalam perkembangan lain, be-
liau menasihatkan ibu bapa pe-
lajar Kolej Matrikulasi Gopeng
tidak bimbang keselamatan ke-
sihatan anak mereka walaupun

pada Program Imunisasi COVID-19 Kebangsaan Kanak-Kanak ai Dewan
Seri Selinsing, Gunung Semanggol, semalam.

(Foto BERMAMA)

terdapat penularan jangkitan
COVID-19 di kolej itu, baru-baru

ini.

“Difahamkan pihak kolef telah
mengasingkan semua pelajar
yang dijangkiti di kuarters ka-
kitangan dan bilik tetamu, ma-
nakala pelajar yang tidak dijang-
kitl pula diasingkan di tempat
lain dan tidak dibenarkan keluar
atan pulang,” katanya.
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Kesan jangkitan terhadap
kanak-kanak lebih parah

Tbu bapa perlu
sedar COVID-19
bukan seperti
deman selesema,
influenza

Oleh Rafidah Mat Ruzki
fidahruzki@bh.com.my

Putrajaya: Ibu bapa yang enggan
atau teragak-agak untuk melak-
sanakan vaksinasi terhadap
anak perlu sedar COVID-19 bu-
kanlah seperti demam selesema
atau influenza, sebaliknya kesan-
nya lebih parah.

Pakar kanak-kanak negara,
Datuk Dr Musa Mchd Nordin,
berkata data darl Amerika Sya-
rikat (AS) menunjukian kesan
COVID-19 terhadap kanak-kanak
sehingga menyebabkan kemati-
an adalah jauh lebih teruk ber-
banding demam selesema.

Beliau berkata, sepanjang lima
tahun, iaitu antara 2015 hingga
2019, seramai 666 kanak-kanak di
AS maut akibat demam selesema
berbanding kematian 737 ka-
nak-kanalk akibat jangkitan CO-
VID-19 sepanjang dua tahun iaitu
2020 dan 2021.

Katanya, pada 2021, hanya tiga
lanak-kanak di AS maut akibat

demam selesema berbanding 538
kanak-kanak yang menderitai
COvVID-18.

“pPada tahun ini di AS, dua ka-
nak-kanak meninggal dunia aki-
bat demam selesema berbanding
58 yang maut akibat COVID-19.

“Bagi melindungl anak anda
daripada demam selesema atau
influenza sejak mereka berusia
enam bulan dan pelalian terha-
dap COVID-18 bermula pada usia
lima tahun,” katanya kepada
BH.

Pada masa sama, beliau ber-
kata, kanak-kanak yang dijang-
kiti COVID-18 terdedah kepada
Multi System Inflamnatory Syn-
drome tn Children (MIS-C) iaitn
kesan COVID-19 yang paling pa-
rah.

Ratanys, apabila ia berlaku,
hampir keseluruhan organ da-
|aman kanak-kanak boleh dijang-
kiti dan mengalami keradangan.

Dr Musa berkata, kanal-kanak

berusia antara lima hingga 11
tahun golongan yang paling mu-
dah diserang keadaan sedemiki-

an. ;

Pakar Perunding Pediatrik dan
Pediatrik Mefrologi Hospital Se-
layang, Dr § Selva Kumar, ber-
kata kanak-kanak berumur lima
hingga 11 tahun yang tidak di-
vaksin dan dijangkiti COVID-19
berisiko menghidap komplikasi
serius khususnya MIS-C mem-
babitkan pelbagal organ dala-
man terutama jantung, paru-pa-
ru dan otak,

Katanya kebimbangan pakar
pediatrik ketika ini ialah ramai
dalam kalangan golongan itu te-
lah dijangkiti COVID-19 dan ter-
dedah dengan risike MIS-C.

“Kami (pihak hospital) juga ge-
run sekiranya lkanak-kanak
mempunyai masalah MIS-C. Mi-
salnya, tahun lalu, seorang pe-
sakit kanal-kanak mengalami
MIS-C. keadaannya serius dan

6 Bagi melindungi anak anda daripada
demam selesemna atau influenza
sejak mereka berusia enam bulan

dan pelalian terhadap COVID-19
bermula pada usia lima tahun 9

Dr Musa Mohd Nordin,
Pakar kanak-kanak negara

"
v

membimbangkan yang memerlu-
kan rawatan intensif (alat per-
nafasan dan dinlisis) sehingga
pulih," katanya ketika dihubungi
BERNAMA, semalam. !

Dr Selva Kumar yang juga Ke-
tun Jabatan Pediatrik Hospital
Selayang berkata ibu bapa yang
mempunyai anak dengan penya-
kit kronik disaran segera men-
daftarkan vaksinasi COVID-19.

Pakar Perunding Pediatrik dan
Penyakit Berjangkit K Hospital
Raja Perempuan Zainab 1l Kota
Bharu, Dr Nik Khairulddin Nik
Yusoff, pula berkata MIS-C ber-
potensi menjadi kesan jangkitan
COVID-19 berpanjangan pada tu-
buh badan kanak-kanak yang di-
jangkiti COVID-19.

Beliau berkata, dengan sunti-
kan vaksin COVID-19, ia mampu
menghasilkan imuniti dalam tu-
buh badan kanak-kanak dan
memberikan perlindungan dari-
para kesan wabak berkenaan.

Dr Nik Khairulddin berkata,
ibu bapa sebagai 'pelindung per-
tama’ anak-anak perlu memain-
kan peranan mereka dan menga-
mbil langkah proaktif bagi me-
lindungi golongan itu daripada
terdedah kepada kesan jangkitan
virus berbahaya itu.

“Ibu bapa perlu memahami
faktatepatdaripada sumber yang
sahih berkaitan vaksin untuk
menangkis segala kegusaran ber-
kenaan vaksin COVID-18," kata-
nya.

Kebanyakan mukim di negeri
Semenanjung kategori Zon Merah

Kuala Lumpur: Sebahagian be-
sar mukim di negeri Semenan-
jung dikategorikan Zon Merah
COVID-19 berikutan penularan
wabalk ita.

Di Selangor, data pergerakan 14
hari taburan kes COVID-19 se-
hingga semalam yang dipernleh
daripada Jabatan Kesihatan Ne-
geri melalui laman Facebook ma-
sing-masing, menunjukkan ha-
nya mukim Hulu Semenyih di
dasrah Hulu Langat serta Hulu
Tinggi (Kuala Selangor) dan
Sungai Tinggi di Hulu Selangor
ditakrifkan Zon Hijau, iaitu tiada
les.

Mukim Peretak dan Sungai Gu-
mut dekat Hulu Selangor dita-
krifkan sebagai Zon Kuning, ma-
nakala mukim Pasangan dekat
Kuala Selangar dan mukim Ke-
lanang, Kuala Langat pula dika-

tegorikan Zen Jingga.

Sesuatu daerah akan dikatego-
rikan sebagai Zon Merah apabila
mencatat 41 kes ke atas, Zon Jing-
ga (21 hingga 40 kes), Zon Kuning
(satu hingga 20 kes) dan Zon Hi-
jau bagi daerah bebas kes CO-
VID-18. :

Begitu juga dengan Johor, em-
pat daerah mencatatlan keselu-
ruhan Zon Merah, iaitu Muar
Batu Pahat, I{ulai dan Johor Bah-
ru, sementara pulau dekat Mer-
sing dan Kambau, Kota Tinggl
antara dua mukim masih dika-
tegorikan Zon Hijau.

Beberapa mukim seperti Be-
kok dan Sermin dekat Segamat
serta Sungai Pinggan (Pontian)
dikategorikan Zon Jingga enam
nmukim lain berada dalam Zon
Kuning, imitu Kundang (Tang-
kak), Myior (Kluang), Lenggor,

Penyabong dan Sembrong dekat
Mersing serta Sungal Karang,
Pontian adalah Zon Kuning.

Kebanyakan daerah di Te-
rengganu dan Perak ma-
sing-masing menunjulkan ta-
buran kes yang tidak terlalu
tinggi bagi Zon Merah memba-
bitkan mukimnya.

Tinjauan di Facebook Jabatan
Kesihatan Negeri yang lain, me-
nunjukkan .ada yang tidak me-
nunjukkan kemas Kini taburan
kes mengikut daerah dan mu-
kim. .

Di Negeri Sembilan, Penge-
rusiJawatankuasa Bertindak Ke-
sihatan, Kepenggunaan dan
Alam Sekitar negeri, S Veerapan,
berkata semua tujuh daerah di
negeri in merekodkan jumlah
pesakit COVID-19 yang tinggi dan
diletakkan dalam Zon Merah.

Katanya, daripada 61 mukim di
negeri berkenaan, 38 daripada-
nya Zon Merah dengan Mukim
Ampangan mencatatkan kes ba-
haru paling tinggi, iaitu seba-
nyalk 63 kes.

“Aptara mukim yang menca-
tatkan kes aktif paling tinggi
ialah Labu {1,357), Ampangan
{1,284), Si Rusa (661) dan Setul
(808). Lima mukim di Zon Jingga
dan 15 mukim mencatatkan Zon
Kuning.

“Hanya terdapat tiga mukim di
Zon Hijau, iaitu Langkap dan Fa-
rit Tinggi masing-masing di Kua-
1a Pllah serta Lepung Ulu di Rem-
bau,” katanya.

Beliau berkata, semua mukim
di daerah Seremban, Port Di-
keson dan Jempol mencatatkan
Zon Merah membabitkan 18 mu-
kim.

18,230 kes
paling

tinggi babit

pesakit
kategori dua

Putrajaya: Sebanyak 26,832 kes
baharu COVID-19 dilaporkan kel-
marin, sekali gus menjadikan ju-
mlah keseluruhan individu di-
jangkiti virus berkenaan di ne-
gara ini meningkat kepada

Ketua Pengarah Kesihatan,
Tan Sri Dr Noor Hisham Abdul-
1ah, berkata kes yang direkodkan
itn membabitkan 26,764 kes pe-
nularan tempatan dengan 68 kes
lagi adalah import yang menda-
pat jangkitan dari luar negara.

Memperincikan mengenal kes
kelmarin, Dr MNoor Hisham ber-
kata, paling tinggi adalah pesakit
dalam kategori dua, iaitu 183230
kes atau 67.94 peratus.

“Selain itu sejumlah 8,469 kes
(31.56 peratus) pula adalah pe-
sakit dalam kategori satu, diikuti
kategori tiga (66 kes), kategori
empat (38 kes) dan kategori lima
(29 kes)," katanya dalam kenya-
taan, semalam.

Sementara itu, katanya, kadar
kebolehjangkitan atau R-naught i

"3,221,680 kes.

_(Rt) COVID-18 di negara ini me-

nurun kepada 1.21 pada Sabtu
lalu berbanding 1.24 yang dire-
kodkan hari sebelumnya.

Katanya, pada Sabtu sebanyak
13 negeri mencatatkan nilai Rt
lehih tinggi berbanding Rt na-
sional.

Negeri yang mencatatkan nilai
Rt melebihi 1.21 adalah Labuan
(1.71), Sarawalk (1.48), Sabah (1.40),
Pulau Pinang (L.36), Terengganu
(1.36), Negeri Semnbilan (1.33),
Perlis (1.32), Kedah (1.31), Kelan-
tan (1.31), Selangor (1.30), Pahang
(1.29), Johor (1.24) dan Kuala Lum-
pur (1.22), Perak (1.20), Melaka
(1.19) dan Putrajaya (1.1T).

Tiga negerl merekodkan peng-
gunaan katil di wad unit rawatan
rapl {(ICU) melebihi 50 peratus
iaitu Johor 32 daripada 46 Katil
vang dikhaskan untuk kes CO-
VID-18 kini sudah diisi.

“Selain itn ialah Kuala Lumpur
vang sudah menggunakan 65 pe-
ratus daripada keseluruhan 26
katil ICU yang diperuntukkan ke-
padanya untuk merawat pesakit
COVID-19 serta Melaka merekod-
kan 50 peratus pengisian dari-
pada jumlah keseluruhan 24 katil
di wad berkenaan,” katanya.

Bagi katil bukan ICU, terdapat
empat negeri merekedkan peng-
gunaan katil melebihi 90 peratus
iaitu di Selangor dengan 104 pe-
ratus, Perlis (101 peratus), Ke-
lantan (96 peratus) dan Peralk (91
peratus).

Dr Noor Hisham turut memak-
lumkan pesakit COVID-19 yang
memerlukan alat bantuan per-
nafasan turut meningkal kepada
139 pesakit serta peratusan peng-
gunaan alat berkenaan adalah se-
banyalk 36 peratus.
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8 pusat kosmetik haram diserbu

Imigresen
bongkar kegiatan
guna pekerja
warga asing tawar
harga murah

Oleli Faris Fuad
faris.fuad@bh.com.my
Dengkil: Jabatan

Imigresen

membongkar kegliatan pusat ke-

cantikan dan pergigian haram
yang menggunakan warga asing
sebagal pekerja dengan mena-
warkan harga murah berbanding
perkhidmatan profesional.

Ketua Penparah Imigresen, Da-
tuk Seri Khairul Dzaimee Daud,
berkata pusat berkenaan menge-
nakan caj murah antara RM3s0
hingga RMB,000 yang menjadi
modus operandi utama bagi me-
narik perhatian pelanggan.

Katanya siasatan mendapati
pelanggan yang berminat men-
dapatkan suntikan kecantikan di
bahagian mata (eye filler) dike-
nakan bayaran RM350, suntikan
membesarkan payudara’
(RM1,300), tegangkan kulit pung-

Ygung atau botox punggung
(RM3,500) dan: pembedahan plas-
tik mencecah hingga RMB,000,

Katanya modus operandi itu
dikesan hasil serbuan serentak
di lapan premis kecantilkan se-

Khairu! Dzaimee pada operasi pengquatkuasaan Imigresen di Southville City, Dengkil, semalam.

kitar Lembah Klang seperti
Dengkil, Kepong, Puchong dan

* Kuchal, selain Pulau Pinang ser-

ta Negeri Sembilan, semalam.
Beliau berkata, serbuan de-
ngan kerjasama Kementerian Ke-
sihatan (KKM) dan Lembaga Ha-
sil Dalam Negeri (LHDN) mem-
bawa kepada penahanan 18 war-
ga Vietnam termasuk seorang le-
laki dan lima wanita warga In-
donesia berusia antara 25 hingga

R o

40 tahun. )
Katanya, siasatan mendapati
perkhidmatan rawatan kecanti-
kan itu dijalankan warga asing
tidak mempunyai kemahiran
profesional dan tidak diiktiraf
KEM, selain boleh mendatang-
kan risiko kematian, kerosakan
organ serta tubuh badan.
“Berdasarkan  pemerhatian,
pelanggan terdiri daripada war-
ga tempatan sepertl surl rumah

" {Foto Alzuddin Sazd/BH)

dan eksekutif, manakala tujuh
premis diserbu disewa dan satu
lagi milik warga asing.

“Perkhidmatan pusat rawatan
kecantikan itu mendapat sambu-
tan menggalakkan kerana me-
ngenakan bayaran rendah, ber-
banding pusat rawatan berlesen
dikendalikan golongan profesio-
nal bertauliah.

“Hasil risikan empat bulan, ki-
ta mendapati pusat itu menawar-

kan pelbagai rawatan mencarn-
tikkan hidung dan membesarkan
anggota badan, selain suntikan
vitamin C, perkhidmatan kurus-
kan badan, rawatan pemutihan
serta pemasangan pendakap gi-
gi.
“Perkhidmatan itu diiklankan
di Facebook, WeChat dan Instag-
ram. Semakan lanjut mendapati
pelanggan perlu request (mem-
buat permohonan) untuk men-
dapat akses iklan itu terutama di
Instagram," katanya pada sidang
media di lokasi serbuan di Sou-
thville City, di sini, semalam. .

Semua tahanan ditempatkandi
depot imigresen mengikut Seks-
ven 6(1)c), Seksyen 15(1)c) Akta
Imigresen 1959/63 (Akta 155) dan
Peraturan 39(b) Peraturan-Pera-
turan Imigresen 1963 kerana ke-
salahan tinggal lebih masa serta
salah guna pas lawatan sosial.

Ditanya keglatan itu didalangi
sindiket, Khairul Dzaimee ber-
kata perkara itu masih dalam
slasatan.

“KKM juga akan siasat jika ta-
hanan ada membuat kesalahan
lain, Kita terus bekerjasama de-
ngan pelbagai agensi penguat-
kuasaan untuk menumpaskan
gindiket atau individu yang men-
jalankan kegiatan itu.

"la untuk memberikan kese-
daran kepada rakyat mengenai
bahayvanya rawatan kecantikan
tidak bertauliah. Tindakan tegas
akan dikenakan ke atas mereka
yang didapati melanggar kesa-
lahan berkaitan,” katanya.
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LAPAN SERBUAN DI EMPAT NEGERI

21 ‘pakar’ kecantikan ditahan

Oleh Skuad Khas
Harian Metro
am@hmetro.com.my

Dengkil

eramai 21 warga asing
; Sditahan selepas diper-
cayai terbabit dengan
sindiket pusat rawatan ke-
cantikan serta rawatan gigi
tanpa tauliah dalam lapan
serbuan berasingan di Kuala
Lumpur, Selangor, Negeri
Sembilan dan Pulau Pinang,
semalam.

Ketua Pengarah Irnigresen
Datuk Seri Khairul Dzaimee
Daud berkata, pihaknya me-
lakukan serbuan itu bersa-
ma Kementerian Kesihatan
Malaysia (KEM) dan Lem-
baga Hasil Dalam Negeri se-
lepas risilar dilakulan sejak
lima bulan lalu di premis itu
yang tidak berdaftar.

"Dalam serbuan ini, kami
menahan seramai 21 warga
asing termasuk seorang le-
laki membabitkan 16 indi-
vidu dari Vietnam dan lima
individu dari Indonesia be-

9. rusia 25 hingga 40 tahun,

“Semasa pemerhatian di-
lakukan sepanjang tempoh
risikan di pusat rawatan ke-
rantikan berkenaan, mereka
didapati memberikan per-
khidmatan serta rawatan
komnpleks vang memerlukan
penggunaan alat perubatan.

“Ini termasuk rawatan
mencantikkan hidung, ra-
watan membesarkan anggo-
ta badan tertentn atau di-
kenali sebagai filler, khidmat
dan rawatan pemutihan gi-
gi, perkhidmatan suntikan
vitamin C dan botox serta
perkhidmatan  mengurus-
kan badan seperti prosedur
Stimming Drip," katanya.

Beliau berkata dernikian
pada sidang media di sebuah
pusat rawatan kecantikan di
Southville City, semalam.

Dalam serbuan itu, pihak-
nya menahan secrang wanita
warga Indonesia yang juga
pekerfa di pusat kecantikan
berkenaan bersama dua pe-
langgan warga tempatan dan
seotang pelanggan warga In-
donesia berusia lingkungan
20-an hingga 3c-an.

Katanya, perkhidmatan
rawatan kecantikan itu di-
jalankan oleh warga asing
yang tidale mempunyai ke-
mahiran profesional diikti-
raf oleh KKM yang holeh
mendatangkan risiko kema-
tian serta kerosakan organ
dan tubuh badan.

“Berdasarkan pemerhati-
an dilakukan, kami menda-
pati pelanggan pusat rawa-
tan kecantikan ini terdiri da-
ripada individu ternpatan

ANGGOTA penguat kunsa menahan pemillk pusat kecantikan yang beroperast

NSTPAIZUDDIN SAAD

T e L

ANTARA alat perubatan yang digunalan warga
asing terbablt sindiket pusat rawatan kecantikan
tanpa tauliab,

seperti suri rumah dan pe-
gawai elsekutif.

“Perkhidmatan pusat ra-
watan kecantikan ini men-
dapat sambutan yang tinggi
kerana menawarkan baya-
ran rendah berbanding pu-
sat rawatan berlesen yang
dikendalikan oleh profesio-
nal yang bertauliah.

“Kadar caj dikenakan ada-
lah antara RMazso dan
RM8,000 bagi rawatan se-
perti eye filler sebanyak
RM350, breast filler RM1,900,
botex  filler  punggung
BM3,500 dan pembedahan
plastik RM8,000," katanya.

Beliau berkata, modus
operandi sindiket berkenaan
adalah mempromosi per-
khidmatan itu melalui me-
dia sosial seperti Facebook,
Instagram dan WeChat.

“Hasil semakan dilakukan
mendapati kebanyakan
akaun pusat rawatan kecan-
tikan berkenaan diletakkan
dalam status private khusus-
nya bagi aplikasi Instagram
sekali gus memerlukan pe-
langgan untuk reguest bagi

. " e
secara haram di Southville City, Dengkil. - Gambar

v

mengikuti akaun mereka.

“Sernakan juga mendapati
tujuh dari lapan pusat ra-
watan diserbu ini didapati
disewa manakala satu lagi
premis adalah dimiliki seo-
rang warga asing,” katanya.

Menurutnya, semua war-
ga asing yang ditahan akan
direman untuk siasatan lan-
jut mengikut Seksyen 6(1)(c)
dan Seksyen 15(1)(c) Akta
Imigresen 1959/63 serta Pe-
raturan 39(b) Peraturan-Pe-
raturan Imigresen 1963,

“Kes ini akan disiasat se-
cara lanjut oleh pihak KKM
atas mana-mana pelangga-
tan yang berkaitan. Semua
tahanan akan ditempatkan
di Depot Imigresen untuk
tindakan lanjut.

“Jabatan Imigresen Mala-
ysia akan terus bekerjasama
dengan pelbagai agensi pe-
npguatkuasaan  untuk me-
numpaskan sindiket atau in-
dividu yang menjalankan ke-
giatan ini bagi memberikan
kesedaran kepada orang ra-
mai mengenai bahaya rawa-
tan kecantikan yang tidak

Kami mendapati
pelanggan pusat
rawatan kecantikan ini
terdiri daripada individu
termpatan seperti suri
rumah dan pegawai
eksekutif*

Khairul Dzaimee

bertauliah,

“Tindakan tegas juga akan
dikenakan ke atas mereka
yang didapati melanggar ke-
salahan di bawah Akta Imig-
Tesen 1950/63, Peraturan-Pe-
raturan Imigresen 1963, Ak-
ta Pasport 1966 serta Akta
Anti Pemmerdagangan Orang
dan Penyeludupan Migran
2007, katanya.

Harian Metro melalui la-
poran khas secara eksklusif
sebelum ini melaporkan ter-
dapat lebih 20 pusat kecan-
tikan atau medispa di Lem-
bah Klang dan beberapa ne-
geri di utara serta selatan
tanah air didalangi pakar be-
dah warga asing yang men-
jalankan prosedur pembeda-
han untuk rawatan berke-
naan dengan harga bajet.

Biarpun tidak mempunyai
lesen sah atau tauliah, pusat
kecantikan terbabit aktif
mempromosikannya di me-
dia sosial seperti TikTok,
Instagram dan Facebook de-
ngan memuat naik gambar
atau videc testimoni pelang-
gan yang sudah berjaya
menjalani pembedahan ber-
kenaan selain  ‘menjaja’
pembedahan itu dilakukan
‘pakar luar negara’,
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Vaksin jadi ‘perisai’

Tiada kes kematian ibu hamil akibat Covid-19 setakat 15 Februari

Kuala Lumpur

ebanyak 79 peramus da-

ripada 191 kes kema-

¥ tian akibat komplikasi

jangkitan Covid-19 dalam

kalangan ibu hamil pada ta-

hun lepas terdiri daripada

mereka yang tidak mene-
rimna suntikan vaksin.

Ketua Pengarah Kesiha-

tamn Tan Sri Dr Noor Hisham

Abdullah berkata, semua ke-
matian dalam kalangan ibu
hamil yang dilaporkan sejak
pandemik Covid-19 melan-
da negara, turut melibatkan

tahun ini sehingga 15 Fe-
bruari, tiada kes kematian
melibatkan ibu hamil dise-
babkan oleh jangkitan Co-
vid-19 dilaporkan.

83 peratus daripada “Liputan  vaksin
mereka yang yang tinggi iaitu
mempunyai 04.7 peratus
komorbiditi. Liputan vaksin pada umur
T yane el tercapsi
nya, bagi pada Oktober 2021 pai pada

Oktober 2021 dan ini me-
nyumbang kepada penuru-
nan kematian ibu hamil aki-
bat komplikasi Covid-19," ka-
tanya dalam satu hantaran
di laman Facebook beliau.

Beliau berkata, sejumlah
18,277 kes jangkitan Co-
vid-19 dalam kalangan ibu
hamil dilaporkan dari Mac
2020 sehingga Januari ta-
hun ini.

PENGISIAN KATIL PKRC

-~ Enam negeri
catat kenaikan

Kuala Lumgpur: Data Ke-
menterian Kesihatan Ma-
laysia (KKM) mendapati
penggunaan katil kes kri-
tikal atau unit rawatan ra-
pi (ICU) di tiga negeri iai-
tu Johor, Kuala Lumpur
dan Melaka, sama atau
melebihi 50 peratus.

Johor mencatatkan 7o
peratus, Kuala Lumpur

- (65 peratus) dan Melaka
(50 peratus).

Sementara, katil bukan
ICU di sembilan negeri
menunjukkan peratusan
pengisian melebihi atau
sama 50 peratus.

Negeri berkenaan ada-
lah Selangor (o4 pera-
tus), Perlis (101 peratus),
Kelantan {06 peratus), Pe-
rak (o1 peratus), Putrajaya
(82 peratus), Johor (82 pe-
ratus), Sabah (79 peratus),
Kuala Lumpur (77 pera-
tus) dan Pulau Pinang (50
peratus). ]

Ketua Pengarah Kesiha-
tan Tan Sri Dr Noor His-
ham Abdullah berkata,
enam negeri iaitu Selang-
or (74 peratus), Tereng-
ganu (58 peratus), Sabah

(57 peratus), Melaka (53
peratus) dan Kelantan (50

peratus)  menunjukkan
peratusan pengisian katil
di Pusat Kuarantin dan
Rawatan Covid-19 (PKRC)
melebihi atau sama 50 pe-
ratus.

“Pesakit Covid-19 yang
memerlukan alat bantuan
pernafasan  meningkat
kepada 139 pesakit dan
peratusan  penggunaan
ventilator secara keselu-
ruban adalah sebanyak 37
peratus,” katanya dalam
satu kenyataan di sini, se-
malam.

Secara keseluruhan, Dr
Noor Hisham berkata,
KKM mendapati kapasiti
fasiliti kesihatan di hos-
pital awam masih boleh
menampung kes Covid-19
dan bukan Covid-19.

| Kematian dalam
| kalangan tidak ambil

vaksin lebih tinggi

Kuala Lumpur: Kadar ke-

>

Tenang ambil vaksin

SEORANG kanak-kanak menerima suntikan vaksin dos pertama di Pusat Pemberian Vaksin (PPV) Tapak Pesta, Sungai
Nibong, Georgetown, sematam - Garmbar NSTP/MIKAIL ONG

Jum'lah kes catat sed

Kuala Lumpur: Kes harian
baharu Cavid-1g yang dire-
kodkan kelmarin menurun
kepada 26,832 berbanding
28 825 kes pada Sabtw.
Ketua Pengarah Tan SriDr
Noar Hisham Abdullah her-
kata, jumlah kes baharu itu
menjadikan kumulatif kes
jangkitan virus itu di negara
ini sebanyak 3,221,680 kes.
Beliau berkata, sebanyak
18,459 kes sembuh direkod-
kan kelmarin, menjadikan
Yeumulatif sebanyak 2,097,655
kes. ’
“Daripada jumlah keselu-
ruhan kes harian, &8 kes
iraport dicatatlkan  iaitu
membabitkan 28 wargane-
gara (412 peratus) dan 40
bukan warganegara (8.8
peratus),
"Penularan kes tempatan
pula membabitkan 26,764
kes ialtu 26,054 wargane-

gara (97.3 peratus) dan 710
bukan warganegara (2.7 pe-
ratus),’ katanya dalam ke-
nyatasn media mengenai
status terkini kes Covid-19
di Malaysia pada 2o Februari
2022, semalam.
Beliau berkata,
kes yang memer-

(19

harian yang dilaporkan
pada 20 Februari, sebanyak
133 kes (o.50 peratus) adalah
kategori 3, 4, dan 5 dan
26,609 kes (99.50 peratus)
lagi adalah kategori 1 dan 2.
“Kategori 1 adalah
8,469 kes (31,56 pe-
ratus), kategori 2

ﬁaﬁt ;di:rva:;a: }umluh kluster s;::;:gak kes
rapi (ICU) ada- aktif dengan (67.94 pera-
lah 261 kes (ICUGIELILLLISIGHEN tus), kategoriy
E';’-‘g g:::}?kii ketika ini adalah if:?‘:g*’;" r‘;‘f
Covid-19; 163 500 kh.‘s“r tus}, kélleg%eﬁ 4
kes disyaki, ke- eeldGEICHEY sebanyak 38 kes
mungkinan dan kes (0.14 peratus) dan
dalam siasatan). kategori 5 sebanyak 29

Katanya, sebanyak 139 kes
memerlukan bantuan per-
nafasan yang mana 61 kes
disahkan Covid-1g; 78 kes
disyaki, kemungkinan, dan
kes dalam siasatan.

“Daripada jumlah kes

kes (0.11 peratus)” katanya.

Beliau berkata, daripada
133 kes Covid-1g kategori3, 4
dan 5 yang baharu dilapor-
lan, sebanyak 29 kes (21.80
peratus) tidak divaksinasi
atau belum lengkap divak-

ikit penurunan

sinasij 75 kes (56.39 peratus)
sudah menerima dua dos
vaksin Covid-19; 20 kes
(21.80 peratus) sudah me-
nerima dos penggalak; 62
kes (46.62 peratus) berusia
6o tahun dan ke atas; 47 kes
(35.94 peratus) mempunyai
komorbid; dan enam kes
{4.51 peratus) ibu mengan-
dung.

Dr Moor Hisham berkata,
sebanyak 15 kluster baharu
dilaporkan kepada Kemen-

terian Kesihatan (KEM) kel-

marin.

“Ini menjadikan jumlah
keseluruhan  kiuster Co-
vid-1g sejak wabak bermula
di negara ini adalah 6,719
Kluster, dengan 6,219 kluster
sudah tamat.

“Turnlah Kluster aktif de-
ngan kebolehjangkitan ke-
tika ini adalah soo kluster”
katanya.

matian pesakit Covid-19 da-
| lam kalangan mereka yang
| tidak mengambil vaksin
| adalah jauh lebih tinggi ber-
| banding mereka yang me-
ngambil vaksin lengkap dan
mendapat dos penggalak.
‘ Menurut data Kematian
| per (bagi setiap) 100,000
| populasi mengikut status
| vaksinasi bagi 1 Januari
hingga 19 Februari yang di-
| kongsi Menteri Kesihatan
Khairy Jamaluddin  di
Twitternya, menunjukkan
kadar kematian dalam ka-
langan pesakit berumur an-
tara 40 hingga 49 tahun
adalah sebanyak 92.09 bagi
setiap 100,000 penduduk,
Kadar jtu jauh lebih tinggi
berbanding kadar kematian

3.08 kematian bagi pesakit

yang lengkap vaksin dan
3.18 kematian bagi kalangan
pesakit yang mengambil
dos penggalak bagi kategori
usia yang sama,

Bagi pesakit berusia 8o
tahun ke atas, kadar kema-
tian ialah 167.06 dalam ka-
langan yang tidak menga-
mbil vaksin, berbanding
115.34 kematizn yang mem-

punyai vaksin lengkap dan
42,00 kematian bagi pesakit
yang mendapat dos peng-
galak.

Menurut data itu lagi, ka-
dar kematian bagi pesakit
berumur 18 hingga 29 tahun
yang tidak mengambil vak-
sin ialah 814 berbanding
0.98 bag! penerima vaksin
lenglap dan o bagi pesakit
yang mengambil dos peng-
galak.

Bagi kumpulan pesakit
berusia 30 hingga 39 tahun,
data tersebut menunjukkan
kadar kematian 14.00 bagi
setiap 100,000 penduduk
berbanding 1.90 kematian
bagi yang menerima vaksin
lengkap manakala 4.18 ke-
matian bagi pesakit yang
mengambil dos penggalak.

Data itu menunjukkan
kadar kematian sebanyak
49.46 bagi setiap 100,000
penduduk dalam kalangan
pesakit yang tidak menga-
mbil vaksin, 6.62 kematian
dalam kalangan lengkap
vaksin dan 4.41 kematian
bagi yang mengambil dos
penggalak bagi kumpulan
pesakit berusia 50 hingga 50
tahun.
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37 kematian baharu dicatatkan kelmarin

Kumla lLasmpur: Sebanyak
513,393 individu atau 14.5 pe-
ratus populasi kanak-kanak
berusia lima hingga 11 tahun
di Malaysia sudah meneri-
ma dos pertama vaksin Co-
vid-1p melalul  Program
Imunisasi Covid-19 Kebang-
saan Kanak-Kanak (PICKi-
ds) setakat kelmarin.

Herdasarkan data mene-
rusi laman web COVID-
NOW, sejumlah 13,992,301
atau 59.5 peratus populasi
dewnsa di dalam negara pu-
la telah menerima dos
penggalak Covid-19 dan se-
ramal 22,944,158 atau 67.5
peratus lengkap vaksinasi
manakala 23,221,715 atau
n8.7 peratus sudah mene-
rima sekurang-kurangnya
satu dos.

Bagi remaja berusia 12
hingga 17 tahun, sejumlah
2,798,806 individu atau oo
peratus daripada kumpulan
itu telah melengkapkan vak-
sinasi mereka manakala

plea

SEORANG kanak-kanak, Iafizzatul Zulaikha Mohd, 9, melihat
gari sebelum menerina suntikan vaksin pada Program
Imunisasi Covid49 Kebangsaan Kanak-Kanak (PICKids) di Dewan

Serd Selinsing, Gunung Semanggenl, semalam.

2,884,882 atau gz.8 peratus
menerima  sekurang-ku-
rangnya satu dos vaksin.

Sebanyak 128,153 dos sun-
tikan vaksin telah diberikan
semalam membabitkan
61,230 suntikan dos perta-
ma, 464 suntikan dos leng-
kap dan 66,459 suntikan dos
penggalak menjadikan jum-
lah kumulatif vaksin bagi
Frogram Imunisasi Co-
vid-19 Kebangsaan (PICK)
kini meningkat kepada
66,148,498,

Sementara itu, menurut
portal GitHub Kementerian
Kesihatan, 37 kes kematian
akibat Covid-19 direkodkan
kelmarin, dengan johor me-
rekodkan sembilan kes, di-
ikuti Selangor (tujuh), Ke-
dah (enam), Perak dan 5a-
bah masing-masing empat
kes, Pulau Pinang (tiga), Pa-
hang (dua) dan satu kes ma-
sing-masing di Melaka dan
Wilayah Perselutuan La-
buan.

=
KANAK-kanak ditemani
ibu bapa dan penjaga
mercka dilihat sedang
merunggy gllian untuk
menerima suntikan vaksin
mas & melabui
PICKids ketika tinfauan

di Pusat Pembeyian Vaksin
(PPY) Axlata Arena, Buldt
Ialil.

Oleh Noor Atigah
Sulaiman
am@hmetro.com.my

Putrajaya

endaftaran kanak-ka-
Pnak berusia Jima®

hingga 11 tahun bagi
mendapatkan vaksin dalam
Program Imunisasi Cao-
vid-19 Kebangsaan Ka-
nak-Kanalk (PICKids) kini
sudah melepasi sejuta in-
dividu.

Jumilah itu bersamaan 28
peratus daripadajumlah po-
pulasi berkenaan di negara
ini.

Menteri Kesihatan, Khairy
Jamaluddin berkata, seba-
nyak 1,022,666 kanak-kanak

' B

Lesi angka

akan mendapatkan pelalian
berkenaan dalam PICKids
yang diperkenalkan sejak 3
Februari lalu.

Dalam pada itu, Khairy -
rut berharap supaya ibu ba-
pa tidak mengambil- sikap
‘unggu dan lihat’ dalam isu
pemberian vaksin kepada
anak mereka.

“Ini kerana kadar kemasu-
kan kanak-kanak di dalam
hospital mula meningkat.
Daftarkan anak anda di PI-
CKids hari ini” katanya dalam
satu ciapan di Twitter, sema-
lam.

Menerusi clapan yang sa-
ma, Khairy turut memak-
lumkan sebanyak 269,400
kanak-kanak di Selangor su-
dah didaftarkan untuk me-

nerima imuniti COVID-1g,
sekaligns menjadi negeri

paling tinggi dalam pendal-
taran PICKids.
“Ta diikuti Johor

(150,800),Kuala Lumpur
(g6i,700), Sarawak {90,000),
Pulau Pinang (69,000), Pe-
rak (66,000), Kedah (55,400),
Pahang (44,500), Melaka
(39,500}, Sabah (39,000), Ne-
geri Sembilan (16,000), Te-
rengganu (28,100), Kelantan
(21,000),  Putrajaya (9,200)
dan Perlis (4,700) dan La-
buan (z,000)," katanya.
Memperincikan  jumlah
pemberian vaksin mengikut
etnik, Khairy berkara ka-
nak-kanak daripada kaum
Cina paling tinggi menda-
patkan pelalian berkenaan

ut

Pendaftaran kanalk-kanak mendapatkan vaksin dalam PICKids

di negara ini iaitu sebanyak
46.4 peratus.

““Kanak-kanak kaum Cina
di lapan negeri yang sudah
mendapatkan vaksin mele-
bihi 50 peratus ialah di Me-
laka (Bog peratus), Kedah
(65.5 peratus), Kuala Lum-
pur (613 peratus), Perak
(58.4 peratus), Pahang (58.1
peratus), Perlis (55 peratus),
Terengganu (53.6 peratus)
dan Selangor (53.5 peratus),”
katanya.

Sementara itu, menerusi
laman web COVIDNOW, se-
hingga semalam 14.5 pera-
tus atau 513,203 kanak-ka-
nak di negara ini sudah
mendapatkan sekurang-ku-
rangnya satu dos vaksin Co-
vid-19.

Rt Covid-19 negara
menurun kepada 1.21

Kuala Lumpur: Kadar ke-
bolehjangkitan atau
R-naught (Rt) Covid-19 di
negard ini menurun ke-
pada 1.21 pada Sabtu lala,
berbanding 1.24 yang di-
rekodkan hari sebelum-
nya.

Data dikongsi Ketua
Pengarah Kesihatan Tan
Sri Dr Noor Hisham Ab-
dullah menunjukkan pada
Sabtu sebanyak 13 negeri
mencatatkan nilai Rt lebih
tinggi berbanding Rt na-
sional.

Negeri yang mencatat-
kan nilai Rt melebihi 1.21
adalah Labuan (171), Sa-
rawak (1.48), Sabah (1.40),
Pulau Pinang (1.36), Te-
rengganu  (1.36), MNegeri
Sembilan (1.35), Perlis
(1.32), Kedah (1.31), Kelan-
tan (1.31), Selangor (1.30),
Pahang (1.29), Johor (1.24)
dan Kuala Lumpur (1.22).

Negeri dengan kadar Rt
di bawah paras 1.21 adalah
Perak (1.20), Melaka (1.19)
dan Putrajaya (1.17).

Kelmarin, Malaysia me-
rekodkan 26,832 kes ha-
haru menjadikan keselu-
ruhan kes positif di negara
ini mencecah 3,221,680
kes.

Dr Noor Hisham berka-

ta, maklumat terperinci
berkenaan situasi semasa
jangkitan dan penularan
Covid-19 di Malaysia akan
dimuatnaik ke laman web
COVIDNOW di https:/fco-
vidnow.moh.gov.any yang
mana data akan dikemas-
kini pada jam 12 tengah
malam setiap hari.

Beliau berkata, individu
positif Covid-19 kategori 1
dan 2A serta tidak berisiko
tinggi (6o tahun ke bawah
dan tidak mempunyai ko-
morbid) tidak perlu hadir
ke Pusat Penilaian Co-
vid-19 (CAC), sebaliknya
hanyz perlu melalukan
pemantauan kenditi me-
lalui Health Assessment
Tool (HAT) dalam aplikasi
MySejahtera.
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Pendapatan merudum ekoran pelanggan batal tempahan ketika cuti sekolah

Omicron jejas industri pelancongan

PETALING JAYA - Rata-rata
pengusaha hotel, rumah pengi-
napan dan peniaga di selurub
negara balkal mengalami penyu-
sutan pendapatan apabila ramai
pelanggan mula membatalkan
tempahan bilik selepas risau
dengan keselamatan masing-
masing ekoran peningkatan jang-
kitan Cowid-19 varian Omicron
ketika ini.

Pembatalan tempahan sepan-

‘jang musim cuti penggal perse-

kolahan selama tiga minggu ber-
mula Salbtu ini menyebabkan
ramal hanya mahu bersiar-siar
di lokasi delmart dengan kediaman
yang tidak memerlukan mereka
menginap di kawasan sesak.
Bagaimanapun, ada juga pe-
ngusaha yang masih menerima
tempahan dan premis dikunjungi
pelancong dengan syarat mema-

-tuhi prosedur operasi standard

{50P) vang ketat dan lengkap dos
vaksin.

Di Kuala Terengganu, Setia-
usaha Persatuan Pengusaha
Hesort Pulau Redang, Lim You
Jing berkata, hampir 80 peratus
ternpahan yang diterima untuk
musim cuti sekolah telah dibatal-
kan oleh pelanggan.

“Kami akur kerana sebahagian
besar pengunjung risau dengan
peningkatan mendadak kes Co-
vid-19 kebelakangan ini, Ini satu
berita buruk buast pengusaha
seperti kami yang telah menang-
gung kerugian selama dua tahun.

“Kami baru hendak bangkit
tetapi sudah terjeias, Selum-
pulan 10 pengusaha resort di
sini sudah belanja puluhan ribu
ringgit seorang untuk membuat
persediaan pembukaan semula
1 Mac ipi, namun terpaksa di-
tangguhkan semula” katanya
ketika dihubungl Kosmo! di sini
semalarm.

BANDAR raya Melaka yang sering dipenuhi pengunjung menjadi lengang
hotel

apabhila ramai yang membatalkan

Jel cuti sekolah.

lak untuk pergi ke lokasl pelancongan.

Pengusaha Redang Bay Resort
itu berkata, semangat mereka se-
olah-olah direntap kerana segala
usaha promosi sudah dilalukan.

L1 Melaka, Pengerusi Persa-
tuan Hotel Bajet dan Bisnes
Malaysia Melaka, Sazali Sabri
berkata, sebanyak 30 peratus
temnpahan bilik hotel telah di-
batalkan pengunjung.

Eatanya, ketika ini, pengun-
jung yang menempah untuk
menginap hanya 40 peratus,

*Pada musim perayaan Tahun

.Baharu Cina, hotel-hotel di negeri

ini memang penuh, namun sejak
kes Covid-19 meningkat, jumlah

_tempahan turun 40 peratus dan

kini kami menerima pembatalan
sehingega 30 peratus,” katanya.
Dalam pada itu, Pengerusi
Inap Desa Melaka, Datuk Akra-
muddin Abdul Aziz pula mem-
beritahu, setakat ini tempahan
diterima masih memberangsang-

kan sehingea hujung minggu ini.

“Pada hari biasa pun masih
ada pengunjung vang menginap
di rumah inap desa,” katanya.

Di Langkawi, Waib Pengerusi
Persatuan Hotel Malaysia Ke-
dah dan Perlis, Razmi Rahmat
berkata, tempahan hotel dan
pakej pelancongan di pulau pe-
ranginan itu tidak menunjukkan
peningkatan ketara pada musim
cuti sekolah.

“Hotel tiga bintang secara
kasar terima 20 peratus tempa-
han. Mungkin ada yang buat
tempahan saat akhir,” katanya.

Bagl Pengarah Urusan Honey-
zone Travel And Tours Sdn.
Bhd., Hanishah Hasan, 42, dia
menerima kira-kira 50 peratus
tempahan pakej pelancongan
berbanding pada cuti persekola-
han sebelum ini.

“Blasanya kami menerima
lebih kurang 80 hingga 80 tempa-
han. Kereta sewa juga tidak habis
ditempah,” ujarnya,

Berbeza pula di Pulau Pinang
apabila Pengerusi Persatudn Ho-
tel Malaysia Pulau Pinang, XK. Raj
Kumar memberitahu, pening-
katan kes Cowid-19 tidak begitu
memberi kesan kepada kehadi-
ran pelancong.

"Percutian diteruskan kerana
ramai sedar terpaksa hidup de-
ngan Covid-19 dan kebanyakan-
nya sudah mengambil vaksin dan
dos penggalak.

"Temnpahan hotel ketika cuti
sekolah mencecah 60 peratus dan
{a kurang ketika Disember lalu iai-
tu 95 peratus. Kebanyakan yang
membatalkan tempahan melibat-
kan acara atau majlis” katanya.

Menurut Haj Kumar, kekura-
ngan tempahan juga disebabkan
oleh faktor lain’ seperti melan-
cong ke tempat lain kerana sudah
kerap ke Pulau Pinang.

Hendak cuti boleh tetapi ambil vaksin, dos penggalak

PETALING JAYA — Orang ramai
boleh meneruskan percutian
tetapi perlu memastikan mereka
sudah mengambil vaksin dan dos
penggalak selain membuat ujian
saringan setiap kali terdedah
dengan risiko jangkitan Covid-18.

Pakar Kesihatan Awam, Fakul-
ti Perubatan dan Sains Kesihatan
Universitl Putra Malaysia, Profe-
sor Dr. Malina Osman berkata,

perkara itu penting bagi mengu-
rangkan risiko jangkitan varian
Omicron yang semakin menular.

“Bagaimanapun, orang ramai
terutama kumpulan berisiko di-
nasihatkan supaya mengurang-
kan pergerakan dan perjalanan
yang tidak penting ketika musim
cuti sekolah bagi menyekat penu-
laran Covid-19.

“Bagi vang bekega, patuhi

prosedur operasi standard serta
mengehadkan penggunaan pantri
dan surau. Jangan buka pelitup
muka di tempat kerja,” katanya.
Dalam pada itu di Perak, se-
arang pengunjung Pulau Pangkor,
Muhaimin Ahmad, 31, berkata,
dia hampir membatalkan percu-
tian yang telah dirancang selama
enam bulan itu kerana khuatir
dengan kes Covid-19 yang sema-

kin meningkat.

“Saya pergi mingeu ini untuk
elak orang lebih ramai ketika cuti
sekolah. Kalau sudah sesak, ka-
dar kebolehjangkitan pun tinggl,"

katanya.
Seorang lagi pelancong, Nora
Ashikin  Abdul Rahman, 45,

berkata, dia terpaksa memba-
talkan percutiannya ke Pulau
Pinang pada musim cuti sekolah

ini dan pergi ke Pulau Pangkor.

“Ahli keluarga di Pulau Pinang
juga ada yang telah dijangkiti
Covid-19, jadi kami batalkan saja
cutike sana.

“Saya pergi minggu ini kerana
sava rasa orang akan lebih ramai
masuk ke Pulau Pangkor pada
minggu hadapan kerana musim
cuti sekolah. Saya tidak mahu
merisikokan dirl,” katanyva.
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79 peratus ibu hamil
kena Covid-19 maut

PUTRAJAYA — Sebanyak 18,277
kes Covid-19 melibatkan golo-
ngan ibu hamil telah dilapor-
kan di seluruh negara sefak Mac
2020 sehingga Januari lalu.
Ketun Pengarah Kesihatan,
Tan Sri Dr. Noor Hisham Abdul-
lah berkats, daripada jumlah
tersebut, sebanyak 191 kes ke-
matian telah dilaporkan dengan
79 peratus daripadanya dikesan
tidak menerima vaksin. -
Menurutnya, berdasarkan
analisa pada data diperolehi,
sebanyak 83 peratus daripada
kes kematian ibu hamil 1tu
mempunyai komorbid.
“Kesemua kematian meli-
batkan ibu hamil yang dilapor-
kan dikesan berlaku pada ta-

GAMBAR fail pada 26 Jun 2021 menunjukkan Margl Shah

hun 2021 dan pada tahun ini
sehingga 15 Februart lalu tiada
seharang kes kemarian meli-
batkan ibu hamil disebabkan
Covid-19 dilaporkan,” katanya
menerusi satu perkongsian di
laman Facebook semalam.

Dr. Noor Hisham berkata,
kematian tertinggi dalam kala-
ngan  fbu hamil direkodkan
pada Ogos talun lalu dengan 77
kematian.

Sementara  itu, sebanyak
26,832 kes pdsitif Covid-19 di-
laporkan kelmarin dengan 133
kes daripadanya merupakan
kes kategori tiga, empat dan
Jima, manakala 26,699 kes ka-
tegorisatu dan dua. Jumlah ku-
mulatif positif 3,221,680 kes.

(kiri), Sabrina

h) dan Slti Nor (I

menerima

P tllcan vaksin dl PPV MITEC, Kuala Lumpur. - SHIO DIEQIIN ZON

22 FEBRUARI 2022
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semalam. - FAISOL MUSTAFA,

SEBAHAGIAN wanita warga asing yang ditahan dalam serbuan di sebual

antilan di

Tawar rawatan termasuk filler serendah RM350

Pusat kecantikan
tanpa tauliah diserbu

Oleh MOHD. HUSNI MOHD. NOOR

DENGKIL -~ OUperasi pusat ke-
cantikan yang dijalankan wanita
warga asing tanpa tauliah di
sekitar Selangor, Kuala Lumpur
dan Pulau Pinang tidak bertahan
lama selepas digempur pihak
berkuasa semalam.

Antara rawatan yang ditawar-
kan adalah prosedur mencan-
tikkan hidung, membesarkan
angeota badan (filler), rawatan
pemutihan gigi, suntikan vita-
min C dan rawatan menguruskan
badan pada caj yang lebih murah,

Ketua Pengarah Tmigresen,
Datuk Serl Khairul Dzaimee Daud
berkata, dalam operasi di tiga
negerl itu, pihaknya menahan
seramai 21 wanita warga asing
melibatkan serbuan di lapan
buah premis kecantikan.

Siasatan awal mendapati, pu-
sat kecantikan itu beroperasi
tanpa taullah daripada Kemente-
rian Kesihatan (KKLD) dan diken-
dalikan wanita warga asing vang

tidak mempunyai kelayakan atau
kemahiran-profesional dalam bi-
dang berkaitan.

“Siasatan - turut mendapatl,
wanita warga asing tersebut
tidak mempunyal dokumen per-
jalanan yang sah, malah premis
rawatan berkenzan tidak berdaf-
tar dengan KKM, katanya se-
lepas menyertai operasi di sini
semalam.

Seorang wanita warga Indone-
sia ditahan di Dengkil, 11 wanita
danseorang lelaki warga Vietnam
(Kepong), seorang wanita warga
Vietnam (Kuchai), empat wanita
warga Indonesia TPuchong) dan
tiga wanita warga Vietnam (Pulau
Pinang).

“Serbuan ini dilakukan hasil
risikan Jabatan Imigresen dan
KEM sejak empat bulan lalu,” ka-
tanya. .

Jelas Khairul Dzaimee, pu-
sat kecantikan terbabit dikun-
jungl wanita tempatan termasuk
polongan suri rumah dan ekse-
kutif disebabkan caj rawatan

vang dikenakan jauh lebih murah
selain rawatannya yang pelbagai.

Bellau memberitahu, premis
Itu mengenakan caj RM350 hing-
ga RMB,000 termasuk rawatan
eye filler (RM350), breast filler
(RM1,800), botox filler (RM3,500)
dan pembedahan plastik
(BME,000),

“Pusat rawatan . berkenaan
juga didapati mempromosikan
perkhidmatan mereka menerusi
laman Facebook dan Instagram,
manakala tempahan rawatan
dikendalikan menerusi WeChat,

“Hasil semakan mendapati
pelanggan perlu memchon ter-
lebih dahulu untuk memasuki
akaun media sosial mereka khu-
susnya Instagram,” katanya.

Kesemua suspek ditahan me-
ngikut Seksyen 6(1)(c), Seksyen
15(1)(c) Akta Imigresen 1958/63
(Akta 155), Peraturan 39(b) Pera-
turan-Peraturan Imigresen 1963,

Siasatan turut dijalankan oleh
pihak KKM bagi mana-mana pe-
langgaran akta yang berkaitan.



KERATAN AKHBAR

AKHBAR
MUKA SURAT : 11
RUANGAN

: SINAR HARIAN

: VAKSIN UNTUK RAKYAT

Kadar p‘e‘ng‘gunaah Im‘tii ey .
bawah 50 peratus - KP Kesihatan

kes Covid-19 dan bukan
Covid-19.

Hadar penggunaan katil 1CU di Wilayah mdmmmwmmm .
serta 11 negerl laln adalah di bawah 50 peratus setakat

1, setiap negeri te-

UNIT KOMUNIKASI KORPORAT
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Pendaftaran PICKids
Iepa5| angka sejuta

Kualalumpu:catat hmagudanlihat'baszme.n-

"Harapibubamnﬂaklas;

“Butiran :
 pati di @protecthealthco (Pro-

techHealth Corporation).

Marilah kita sama-sama men-
cegah NCD {penyakit tidak ber-
jangkit),” katanya. - Bernama
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Kanak-kanak tidak divaksin berisiko kategori 4 dan 5

PETALING JAYA: Kanalk-lkanak
tidak menerima suntiltan valsin
berisiko tinggl dijangkiti Cov-
id-19 dalam kategori empat dan
lima sekali gus memberi kesan
jangka panjang dan paling me-
nakutkan sehingga menyebab-
Jan kematian,

Berdasarkan kes-kes terda-
hulu, pesakit yang menghidap
Covid-19 kategori empat dan
lima dilihat lebih cenderung
menderita Long Cevid  yang
boleh memberi kesan berpan-
jangan antara empat minggu
hingga enam bulan atau seta-
hun.

Bercakap kepada Utusan Ma-
laysia, Naib Presiden Il Pertubu-
han Ikatan Pengamal Perubatan
dan Kesihatan Muslim Malaysia
(I-Medik), Prof. Madya Dr. Rafi-

dah Hanim Mokhtar berkata,
kanak-kanak sepatutnya di-
berikan perlindungan terbaik
ketila ini.

Beliau berkata, ibu bapa perlu
lebih peka dan faham mengenai
leeadaan semasa yang melanda
negara terutama ketila virus
Omicron menyasarkan golongan
mudah dijangkiti iaitu mereka
yang tidak menerima suntilan
vaksin seperti kanak-kanal..

“Tika mahu berikan timbang
tara antara kesan sampingan
apahila divaksin dan kesan dija-
ngkiti Covid-19, sebenarnya ke-
san dijangkiti itu jauh lagi teruk
dan kanal:-kanak yang tidak di-
valsin terdedah kepada jangki-
tan kategori empat dan lima.

“Untuk kategori itu, pesakit

berisiko mengalami Long Covid

iaitu sehingga menyebabkan
keradangan pada organ dala-
man seperti paru-paru, jantung
dan buah pinggang sehingga or-
gan berkenaan mengalami kerc-
sakarmn.

“Apa yang paling kita tidalc
mahu adalah kesan paling me-
nakutkan iaitu kematian, Jadi,
saya harap ibu bapa dapat mem-
beri pertimbangan yang sewa-
jarnya untuk kebaikan anak
masing-masing dengan membe-
narkan mereka divaksin,” kata-
nya ketila dihubungi semalam.

Sebelum ini, Ketua Penga-
rah Kesihatan, Tan Sri Dr. Noor
Hisham Abdullah mendedah-
kan sebanyak 50,826 kanak-
kanak berusia bawah 12 tahun
dijangkitr Covid-19 sekali gus
menyebablkan penggunaan la-

til harlan pesakit bagi golongan
itu, semakin meningkat.

Dr. Noor Hisham berkata,
peningkatan jangkitan dalam
kalangan kanal-kanak itu ber-
mula awal Januari dengan ma-
joritinya berada dalam kategori
dua namun, peningkatan dilihat
lebih ketara dalam bulan ini ter-

utama bagi kategori dua hingga
kategori lima.
“Feningkatan jangkitan

mungkin disebabkan penularan
varian Omicron serta pening-
katan pergerakan kanak-kanalc
dalam komuniti susulan pem-
bukaan semula sesi persekola-
han,.pusat jagaan lenak-kanak
dan bayi, lalu menyebabkan
risilio pendedahan kanak-kanak
kepada jangkitan Covid-19.”
kata Dr. Noor Hisham.

Mengulas lanjut, Dr. Rafidah
Hanim berlata, untuk suntikan
vaksin kepada kanak-kanak, ibu
bapa tidak perlu terlalu bim-
bang kerana inisiatif berkenaan
telah berjaya dan ia boleh dilihat
pelaksanaannya di negara luar.

“Malaysia beruntung sebe-
namya, kita boleh jadikan ne-
gara-negara luar seperti Korea
Selatan, Singapura dan United
Kingdom sebagai contoh pro-
gram suntikan vaksin untuk
kanal-kanak yang berjaya” ka-
tanya

Dalam pada itu, beliau men-
yarankan lkerajaan  melalu-
kan sekatan tertentu terhadap
lanak-kanak yang tidak mener-
ima suntikan vaksin sepertima-
na yang telah dikenakan kepada
golongan dewasa.
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STAYING VIGILANT

An elderly man waiting for his turn as @ woman gets a Govid-19 vaccine booster dose at the Axiata Arena
vaccination centre in Buklt Jalil yesterday. pic 8Y AZIAH AZMEE

STATES TOLD TO PLAN
FOR ADMISSION SURGE

Come up with rapid
response plan, urges
Health D-G as ICU,
non-ICU bed use
rises nationwide

KUALA LUMPUR

HE Health Ministry is

urging states to prepare

a rapid response plan

for a surge in Covid-19
cases. This comes after intensive
care unit (ICU) bed use in Kuala
Lumpur and two states exceeded
the 50 per cent mark.

Health director-general Tan Sri
Dr Noor Hisham Abdullah said
ICU bed use was at 70 per cent in
Johor, 65 per cent here and 50 per
centin Melaka.

As for non-ICU wards. Selangor
and Perlis have both exceeded ca-
pacity, hitting 104 per cent and
101 per cent, respectively,

Non-ICU ward use in other
states also saw high numbers —
Kelantan at 96 per cent, Perak at
91 per cent, Putrajaya and Johor
ar 82 per cent, Sabah at 79 per
cent, Kuala Lumpur at 77 per cent

and Penang at 50 per cent.

Covid-19 quarantine and treat-
ment centres (PKRC) in several
states also exceeded 50 per cent
occupancy, namely Selangor (74
per cent), Perak (58 per cent),
Terenpgganu (58 per cent), Sabah
(57 per cent) and Melaka (53 per
cent),

Dr Noor Hisham said the Health
Ministry determined that general
hospitals could still handle both
Covid-19 and non-Covid patients.

“However, each state must be
prepared with a rapid response
plan should there be a surge in
cases,”

He said the difference between
the number of daily Covid-19 hos-
pital admissions and daily new
cases in categories 1to 5 was due
to the dynamics of the patients’
conditions.

For example, he said, patients
who were Initially diagnosed as
Category 2A and isolated at home
could have worsened and re-
quired hospitalisation.

He said some patients in cat-
egories 1 and 2 were admitted to
hospitals and PKEC as a precau-
tionary measure. i

He sald 261 patients were being
treated in the ICU, with 98 con-
firmed as Covid-19 and 163 either
suspected, possible or under in-

vestigation for Covid-19.

He said 139 ICU patients were
on ventilator support, inveolving
61 confirmed Covid-19 cases and
78 either suspected, possible or
under investigation for Covid-19,

The national infectivity rate (Rt)
is at 1.21, with Labuan recording
the highest rate at 171, followed
by Sarawak (148), Sabah (140),
Penang and Terengganu (both
1.36) and Negri Sembilan (1.35).

Of the 26,832 new cases on Sun-
day, 133 (0.5 per cent) were in cat-
egories 3,4 and 5 and 26,699 (99.5
per cent) in caregories 1 and 2.

Most Covid-19 cases reported on
Sunday were in Category 2 (18,230,
6794 per cent), followed by Cat-
egory 1 (8,469, 31.56 per cent), Cat-
egory 3 (66, 0.25 per cent, Category
4 (38, 0.14 per cent) and Category 5
(29, 0.11 per cent).

“Of the 133 categories 3, 4 and 5
patients, 29 of them, or 21.8 per
cent, were not vaccinated or not
fully vaccinated.

“Seventy-five patients or 56.39
per cent have received two Covid-
19 vaccine doses, 29 cases or 218
per cent have received a booster
dose, 62 cases or 46,62 per cent are
aged 60 and above, 47 cases or
35,34 per cent have comorbidities,
and six patients or 4.51 per cent are
pregnant,” Dr Noor Hisham said.
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913,393 GET FIRST DOSE UNDER PICKins

90pc of teens,

97.5pc of adults
have completed
their vaccination

KUALA LUMPUR

TOTAL 513,393 children
aged 5 to 11 have re-
ceived the first dose of
Covid-19 vaceine under
the Covid-19 National Immuni-
sation Programme for Children
(PICKids) up to Sunday.
According to the Health Min-
istry's CovidNow portal, 2,798,806
adolescents aged 12 to 17 (30 per
cent of the age group) have com-
pleted their vaccination, while
2,884,882 (92.8 per cent) have re-
ceived at least one dose.
Based on the latest update on
the website at 8.12am yesterday,
13,992,391 adults (59.5 per cent)

have received booster doses.

A total of 22,994,158 adults (97.5
per cent) have completed their
vaccination, while 23,221,715
adults (98.7 per cent) have re-
ceived at least one dose of vac-
cine.

On Sunday, 128,153 Covid-19 vac-
cine doses were administered, in-
volving 61,230 first doses, 464 sec-
ond doses and 66,459 booster dos-
es, bringing the total number of
vaccine doses administered under
the Covid-19 National Immunisa-
tion Programme to 66,148,498,

Malaysia recorded 26,832 new
Covid-19 cases on Sunday, bring-
ing the total to 3,221,680, The
Covid-19 death toll stoed at
32,347, with 37 more fatalities
recorded on Sunday.

Ten brought-in-dead cases
were reported, bringing the tally
to 6,573, Active Covid-19 cases
stood at 251,678, Of the total cas-
es, 238,620 (S4.8 per cent) were in
home quarantine, 5287 (2.1 per
cent) at quarantine and treatment

centres and 7,524 (three per cent)
were hospitalised,

A total of 247 Covid-19 patients
were in intensive care, with 139 of
them on ventilator support.

There were 551 hospital admis-

sions in the Klang Valley on Sun- -

day, with the bed utilisation rate
standing at 60.5 per cent.

Selangor saw the most daily
hospital admissions at 412, with
bed udlisaticn rate at 71.9 per
cent. Kuala Lumpur and Putra-
jaya saw 103 and 36 new admis-
sions, respectively.

They were followed by 350 ad-
missions in Johar, Sabah (278),
Perak (168), Kelantan (125),
Sarawalk (107), Kedah (105), Pahang
(100), Penang (91), Negri Sembilan
(73), Terengganu (45) Melaka (34),
Perlis (32), and Labuan (16).

Fifteen more Covid-19 clusters
were detected on Sunday, bring-
ing the total number of active
clusters to 500.

Sunday also saw 18,459 new re-
coveries.

A woman calming fter daughter before she gets vaccinated against
Covid-19 at the Padang Hiliran People’s Housing Project vaccination
centre in Kuala Terengganu yesterday. Fic BY GHAZALI KOR|

COOPERATION SOUGHT

‘Report employers who prevent staff from taking kids for inoculation’

BAGAM SERAI: Anyone prevented
by their employers from taking
their children for Covid-19 vac-
cination should report the matter
to the Health Ministry.

Deputy Health Minister Datuk
Dr Moor Azmi Ghazali said the
authorities had not received any
report on the matter yet, but they
were monitoring the situation.

“Since the Covid-19 National
Immunisaticn Programme for
Children {PICKids) began on Feb
3, there have nol been reports on
employers unwilling to let em-
ployees take their kids for vac-
cination.

“At our last press conference,
we asked employers to help by
extending the courtesy to their
staff, such ag by glving them half
a day off work or even leave 1o
allow them to take their children
for vaccination.

"We understand many parents
have made arrangements to get
their children vaccinated against
Covid-19.

"I am sure emplovers will give
their fullest cooperation.”

He was speaking after a work-
ing visit to the vaccination centre
in Dewan Seri Selinsing, Gunung
Semanggol here.

He urged parents to get their
kids vaccinated against Covid-19
as cases of Multisystem Inflam-

matory Syndrome (MIS-C) caused
by Covid-19 were rising.

“Based on studies at 14 hospi-
tals under the ministry, 174 pa-
tients had MIS-C. Of that, about
50.1 per cent were children aged 5

to 11, with four per cent of cases
leading to fatalities.”

On another matter, Dr Noor Az-
mi said parents of students at
Gopeng Matriculation College
need not worry abour the safety

of their children despite the
spread of Covid-19 at the insti-
tution.

“We have been made to under-
stand that the college’s author-
ities have isolated those infected

A health
worker
showing a
bay his
Covid-19
vaccine shot
at the Axinia
Arena
vaccination
centre in
Bukit Jalil
yesterday, FIC
BY AZIAH AZMEE

and housed them in staff and
guest quarters.

“Students who are unaffected
have been isolated elsewhere and
are not allowed to leave the
premises or return home,”
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BLACK MARKET TRADE?.

Need for alternate
approach to phase

out cigarettes
in Malaysia

KUALA LUMPUR: On Jan 27, the
Health Ministry announced plans to
ban tobacco and other smoking
producls for those born after 2008,

Further clarification revealed
that the proposed ban would also
cover vape and vaping products.

In & recent survey by the Retail
and Trade Brand Advo-
cacy Malaysia Chapter
[RTBA Malaysial, the
vast majority of re-
spondents felt that the
ban would not work,
and would instead cre-
ate a black market for
illicit cigarettes and
vape.

Accarding fo RTBA
Malaysia managing di-
rector Datuk Fazh
Nerdin, while he un-
derstocd the ministry's motivation,
an outright ban was not the so-
lution,

Datuk Fazii Nordin

The Malaysian government's pro-
posal is similar ta New Zealand's
plan to phase out smoking starting
2027 However, Fazli pointed oul a
stark difference in New Zealand's
approach as it did not impose a ban
on vape products.

“Instead, the counlry promotes
vape as & less harmful
alternative and encour-
ages New Zealand
smokers to make the
switch from traditional
cigarettes,” he said,

Many studies have
shown that vaping is
much less harmful than
smeking. A study from
the University of
Queensland found e-
cigarettes to be 50 per
cent more effective
than nicotine replacement thera-
pies to assist smokers in quitting.

Therefore, the idea is to develep

iz

T 0
et P

)

The Health Ministry recently proposed an aa:ﬂgﬁrbm'nn tobacco and o!hersr-r-mkingpmduczs, but a more

risk-proportionate approach ts worth considering. FILE P

regulationsin tandem with the risk-
level of Lhe producl.

According to tobacco control ex-
perl, Clive Bales, il could look
something like this — while tra-
ditional cigarette packs show bold
graphic warnings, vaping producls
could have more subtle messages
about the value of switching. Be-
sides that, vape should be allowed
to be advertised as a less harmful
alternative to smoking, instead of
having a total advertising ban. Sim-
ilarly, the product ought to be ac-
cessible to consumers.

Instead of a blanket ban on to-
bacco and other smoking products,
having less strict regulations on
less harmful products such as
vape could incentivise smokers to
switch from high-risk to lower-

risk products.

“The trouble is that many peaple
don’t want to quit ismoking] or don’t
want 1t enough to go through the
struggle. Because switching to va-
ping involves giving up less, it is
much easier lo dao, therefore, many
more people will be able to feel the
health beneiits,” said Bates.

Besides thal, Fazli reminded the
public that regulations must be in
tandem with market demand, oth-
erwise people woukd go tothe black
market.

“For example, vape products con-
taining nicotine are currently pro-
hibited from being sold in the mar-
ket in Malaysia. Yel, there is sig-
nificant consumer demand for vape
preducts cantaining nicatine.

“In Singapore, last month the

r

government acknowledged that de-
spite the outright ban, unregulated
vaping producls are available and
became a rising trend in the coun-
try.

“Another example is in the United
Arab Emirates, where the country
has an outright ban on vaping be-
fore mid-20179. However, because of
the concerns in rnising illicit markets
and that users are accessing un-
regulated preducts, the local au-
thorities reversed the ban to ensure
cansumers were able to access
requlated products,” he said.

"When demand is there, but con-
sumers cannot find what they want
legally, that's when the black mar-
ket will boom, which is why the gov-
ernment must take a pragmatic ap-
proach.”
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lllegal beauty cen

By AUSTIN CAMOENS
austin@thestarcom.my

Bmmmmégdﬂmdm
metic procedures like botox, breast
enhancemments and et eait

services  were provided |
e o By

It all came to an end yesterday

Tiien s e ey
al co

dental services centres in the feder-

al capital and three other states.

Premises in Dengkil yeste tay.
He said the raids were conducted

together with cfficials from the

Heglth Ministry. below the market rate offered by,

at prices ranging from RM330 t5.
mﬁﬁ&f’mnm&ﬁ?mmm

: THE STAR

: NATION

syringes and other

_ paraphernalia used ,
— Bernama

n- - of the premises had been operating
-'ﬁ*ﬁfw"“‘ﬁ:’i‘ﬁ}% i
*%ﬁ’h‘mg“
mbnugmm 1 'Has;idmey':r'wmahnim{eal-
procedures ’mmmﬁw %m’ﬁmmme&
“We will remand those arrested ‘want to advise the o
for 14 days to assist with further raﬁam‘gmﬁ-' ing for such

Em-es om

nsed centres,
“Our checks revealed that some mmwm&peaple

“We monitored the activities of
these premises for at least five tres,
;{tno}'m before taking action,” he

“We noticed that they were offer-
ing services from betveen RNI350

“The Procedures offered were
conducted by untrained mrdﬂ&
ers” he said, adding that c
Tevealed the services were well

tres come to an ugly end with arrest of 21 |

accord-  paid

had

could lead to permanent disfigure-
ment, or even death,” he said,
_.One of the workers there, a

: old Indonesian woman,
aimed she learned the procedures

from pre

ersin

about it by friends,

- One woman, a housewife in her
Wswd&ghﬁ:mmm
ment on TikTok

t:emmmt done for RMGOD per
T asked some friends if they

Wanted o come-along.”

Her friend, also in her 305, who

accompanied her, said she .
came only to do facials,
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Coping with Covid-19 positive kids

Some parents find it tough to coax children to stay alone in their rooms

By ASHLEY TANG
ashleytang@thestar.com.my

PETALING JAVA: Imagine having
to" to an eight-year-old boy
that he has to be “home alone” in
his room for seven days.

Civil servant Azizah Ahmad, 32,
said she kept her son in a separate
room after he tested positive For
Covid-13 when he returned home
from schoel.

“He always asked me to hug me,
but since we cannot do that, I vold
him to get well first,” she said, add-
ing thather son felt sad as he had to
be alone in his room.

His diagnosis came after he
developed a fever and a sore throat.

Azizali said that her son was vac-

Eager and
ready

Chiong Feng i,
11, recelving his
Covid-19 vaccine
as his siblings
(from left) You
Joe, 7, Jan Long,
8, and You Xuan, . |
6, getready to 3
have their jabs at
the World Trade
Centre PPV in
Kuala Lumpur
under the PICKids

AZM
GHANI/The Star

cinated a week before his Covid-19

nfection.
“We left food outside the room
and he eollected it himself.

famillar among Malaysian families
as more children are found to be

Covid-19 positive.

This means that parents have to
find ways 1o cope with their sick
children.

The Health Mi statistics
showed that about 5 children
below the age of 12 had been infect-

ed since last month.
A mother in her 40s, who only
wanted to be known as

Chang, said

aged two, six, 11 and 13 all tested
positive for the virus.

Her children, she said, were

“They had low energy and a lack
of appetite and were maostly resting
or sleeping” she sald,

Chong noted that her two-year-
old son also had trouble sleeping
through the night due to his persis-
tent fever,

“We had to be alert to regularly
check on him. It was difficult
administering the pataceta-
mal because he would spit it out,
We gave him the suppository when
it was required,” she said.

Adter her two kids recov-
ered, her two oldest then developed

L —
B
Hanki (i

<RI Ny

aslight fever, sore throat and cough.
‘However, she said these symp-

tnmml_ s.mﬂmiyfurmida _urﬂg\ryuas
€y recover d day.
“Based on our ohservation,

on. ol : aur

younger kids' innate immunity is

mﬁaﬁaﬂemuﬁ&mw

uilds their natural inununi-

g: They recoversd quickly even

our three younger kids have

yet to be vaccinated,” she said. )

and her hushand have

received their booster dose while

her eldest child has been fully vacci-

nated.

1T manager Nick Lim, 41, said his

youngest child, who is two years

old, constantly cried and needed to
be held most of the time,

“1 did not isolate myself because

Adads journey as his young family tests positive

By IMRAN HILMY
imran@thestarcom my

KEPALA BATAS: The one thing I
feared most about this pandemic
Tas reached my doorstep.

My wife Azimah Abdul Aziz, 37,
and six daughter Maryam
‘have tested positive for Covid-19.

Prior to our brush with the
virus was merely narrowed down
t0 “casual contacls”. We had no idea
who the source was.

My 68-year-old mother, who is
lving with us, promptly did a seli-
test Thearing that my wife and
da.u;hpg had eontracted the wirus,

* Fortunately, she was not infected.
Twas za;ed, ton.

Wy danghter was given her vacei-
nation on Saturday: That weekend,
she and my wife travelled to Penang
tsland for their weekend stay at my
in-laws’ house. 7

On Sunday, both mother and
daughter attended a weddin,g in
George Town. I suspect that this

was where they conwacted the
virus, as my motherindaw, who
was at the wedding, had also tested
positive for Covid-19.

Then again, who knows? 'They
could have been infected anywhere,
given that the Omicron variant is 70
times raore contagious than Delta.

+Tamnot overly worried about my
wile as she has been fully vaceinat-
ed and has received a baoster jab.

But I am fretting over my litde

ir] as it was only three days earlier
she had taken her first dose of
the vaccine.
- Apartfroma mildfever,Ma:gam.
{5 doing fine so far but she has been
lungini for my attention ‘while
‘being isolated in a room on the
upper floor of my house. |

The tricky part is to appease her
as she can't cling to her father, or
carry out her normal routine at
hore, at least for now.

After much reassurance, she
finally understands the need to be
isolated from me, ¢

My wife, who works as a Human
Resource specialist, is having a sore
mild fever.

symptoms 1
to monitor her situation.
With both of them testing posi-
tive for the virus, T have isolated
and placed them in our master bed-
room while Isleep in the living hall
1am grateful and consider myself
Tucky compared to others; because
the ancestral house Tlive innow has.
four rooms, fhree hathrooms and &
big living hall, giving us more than
enough space to isolate ourselves.
B%a journalist, the risk of get-
ﬂ infected with the virus is high
I anticipate this every day.

1 even bought a tent to isolate

mnyself just in case I get infected.
As a precautionary measure, 1

ther not to come to my house for the
fime heing. However, being loving
siblings, they offer to help buy gro-

ceries and other necessities for our
weeklong quarantine.

As for my mother, she has a room
to herself on the lower fioor of the
house and constantly monitors her-
self for any symptoms.

And as the most able-bodied per-
som in the house, 1 have to be a jack
of all trades —work, prepare meals,
and take care of my family mem-
hers— all while under quarantine.

As I sit alone, apart from my wife
and daughter, I realise that this can
happen o anyone and none of us
should take Covid-19 precautionary
measures mandated for

Hand sanitising, physical distan-
cing and avoidance of crowded
places are important to keep infec-
tions at bay.

This has been a lesson for me to
be more vigilant about our sur-
roundings and to minimise move-
ment as much as possible,

MyhupeiaMM:rjyam‘smﬂmy
wife's symptoms would not worsen,
and for them to be healthy again.

" child, seven, was

precal
‘decided to brin

istoo small and cries when
she is not held. So Thave to comfort
her;” he said, that his eldest
not as ener-
getic as before and was fatigued
most of the time.

"She was obedient and listened to
what 1 wanted her to do. I made
sure I gave her a 1ot of water too to
ensure that she was constantly
hydrated.” he said.

He said the only medication he
gave his hmﬂfe y was paracetamol to

For more stories:
See page 10

Speed up

vaccination
for children,
urge parents

KEPALA BATAS: Parents of chil-
dren at a kindergarten in Bertam
here, which was ordered to close
after one of its teachers tested posi-
tive for Covid-19, are calling on the
government to speed up vaccina-
tion among children,

One of the parents, who wished
to be known as-%ﬂsﬂﬁ it
‘was about time the authorities take
action with regard to the Omicron
variant wave.

“The government must address

_this, Schools and kindergartens,

]e;lpedall;l: must be closed tempora-
¥

“It must speed up the vaccination
process among children aged
between five and 11," he said.

The kindergarten was ordered to
close after one of ifs teachers tested
positive for the virus on Sunday.

Itislearnt that the school —a reli-
gious kindergarten with about 50
children under its care — conducted
a sanitisation exercise over the
weekend following the incident.

A parent, who requested ano-
nymity, said he was forced to bring
his daughter home early on Feb 18
after one of the chﬂﬂ&m at the
school tested positive.

“The child and her parent had
tested positive and they informed
the schoaol about it on Friday.

“As a utionary measure, 1
my daughter
home. I conducied a swab test on
her, which turned out 1 [

“] also conducted swab tests on
myself and I tested negative as
well,” he said.
kuix:ll a message (o pat::ms via the

indergarien’s 'Wha group,
thsschmlsaidthﬂ:th‘ete%?:hercnm
ducted a swab test on Sunday and
tested positive for the virus.

“The school will be closed for
three days, from Monday until

“School will resume as usual on
Thursday,” the message read.

The message also asked the par-
ents to pray for the safety of all.
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Shield kids with

vaccination: Expert

3 Parents cautioned onimpact of 1rrﬂammatnry
syndrome affecting Covid-infected children-

KUALA LUMPUR: A docior has ﬂuﬂnned

parents apainst eschewing vaccination

against Covid-19 for their children.
Selayang Haospital

consultant
pagdiatrician andpaadlardcnephm]ugmtnr %
5. Selva Kumar wamed that a Covid-19 -

infection in children, especially those aged
five to 11, could lead to more complicated
problems.

‘Solva suid onie offie serions risks I Multl-

System Inflammatory Syndrome in Children
[MIS-C), It affects vatious internal organs,
most notably the heart, lungs and brain.

. He said to protect children against the
adverse effects of the pandemic and to break
the chain of infection, parents should ensure
that thoir children get vaccinated
immediately through the National Covid-19

Immunisation Programme for Children_

(PICKids).

“We at the hospital are concemed about
children having MIS-C. Last year, a paediatric
patient who had MIS-C had to be sent far
intensive care.. He needed a respirator and
dmhrslsbutfm-tumtely herecovered” he told

Selw,wlm)s also haadorfﬂ:el’acdmtﬂn
at Selayang Hospital, said
pm‘em‘.s of children witl chronic diseases

Khairulddin leYnsnlﬁ said MIS-C also has

the potential to cause Inrls-te:rn Covid-19
effectson infected children
Hae said the vacma could produce
immunity in‘the childs bady and provide
protection from the effects of the pandemic,
“Parents, asthe first ling of protection for
their children, need wplayihelr mlaandgg.

active measures. (0 protect them
g:.ug;l:gsedw the effects of the infection,”

'Ewyneedmge:hmhmmﬁlem
sources rel the any

‘doubts they E
fmh mmmcmml 'Ihu Sri

DrNuurHishamAhdnliah was 1eported to

have said um&um}ummatmnmrﬂm :

Iastyear, a total of 174 cases of children under

18 suffered -rom MIS-C due o Covid-19 -
infection.

Meanwhile, parents have also hared their
experience of getting  their children
vaccinated, and felt that vaccinadon was the

best way to ensure that their children were.

ettmoteclnd from the adverse effects uE the
5

Private senmrwoﬁm&anhMuhmad.ﬂ.
said her son ‘vol ihe

Deputy Health Minister Datuk Or Noor Azmi

inoculation “centre “yesterday In  Gunung
Semanggel, Perak. ~-BERNAMAPIX

nlmmiy gq to play badminton,’ aa!d the
ohammad.

of nine-year-old Wan M

“vadcine on Jan 16, aﬁerhegnhpadthltmhﬂ'

were sirongly advi d w their
Hildten for , 45

Paediatric and paadtattb: infectious
diseases consultant at the Raja

bers of his family did nat suffer from any
side effects aftor the first dose.
“At first, after being vaccinated, he

Zainab W Hospital in Kota Baru, Dr Nik

lained of some pain near fhe spot
whm hnwasimnutett Butatnight, he could

Outbreak at Perak college under control

College
in Gopeng is under control, said Deputy
THealth Minister Datule Dr Moor Azmi Ghazall,

He said a total of 365 cases have been
reported involving residents in dll its five
residential blacks since Feb 7. However, no

E[aaddsdthanhsuwimnk!sbalmdm
have caused by students who had just
returned to the hostel after the Chinese New
Year holidays.

“However, it has been handled well by the
Gopeng district health office and thase who

tested positive have been isolated in mﬁ

', quarters and guest rooms)’ he said after

wcdnaﬁmmmfurlheﬁam
Gunmsg

manggol 3
Nwrz\mnlsaidmmtainiha spread of

the virus, summwmnmﬂnwadmmm
home and visitors, including parents, were
not allowed to enier the mllegzegmnmds.

Apart from that, he said the Perak Staie
Secretary’s office had delivered 100 beds to
the college with the asstslauco of the
Armed Forces.

513,393 children vaccinated under PICI(lds

lmmmnwun.nmmlofmm {145%) of
children aged between five and 11 have

‘recetved their first dose of the Covid-19vaccine
under the National Covid-19 Immunisation
Progamme for Children (PICKids) as of

Sunday.
Based on information on the CovidNOW

wehsite, # total 0f 13,992,391 individuals (59.5%
of the adult po ulamn.ir.lthe country} have
received their gocm shats and 22,944,156

(97.5%) have been fully vaccinated, while -

23,221,715 (98.7%) have rammd at lsast ong
dose.

For adolescents agadbemeanlzwﬂn,
total of 2,798,806 individuals (90% of the
group) have been fully vaccinated,
2,884,882 (m)havemutlaaatone
dose..

Atmaldlm,lssdumnfthamem
61,230 first
doses, 464 md doses and 6&459 booster
shots, hringing the cumulative number of

Alsy Aydan.

Another parent, Nasti Abd Hamid, 53, said
itwas difficult to gota vaccination date for his
daughter Nut Putry Auddra due to the lack of

_slots, but he finally managed to get a

Wawﬂladdmumbadslfneeded All
positive cases are in categories One and Two

and several individuals were adniitted to the
Low-risk - Covid-19 Quarantine . and
Treatment Centre due to other reasons,’
he said.

On . mmms waised by netizens on
Facebook face-to-face learning
sessions that are still being conducted at the
college, Noor Azmi said need not
worry as the district health - office had
conducted a risk assessment before allowing
the sessions to be held, on the advice of the
Health Ministry. - Bernama :

doses i d under . the
Nndlmal Covid-19 Immunisation Programme
to B6,148,498.

Meanwhile, according to the Health
Ministry GitHiib porial, a total of 37 deaths due
to Covid-19 were tecorded on Sunday, with
nine cases in Johor, followed by seven in

i, sixin Knﬁnh.ﬁuurmaeseanh in Perak
and. three in Penang, two in Pahang and
one each in Malacca and the Federal Territory
ofLabuan. - Bernama

Ghazall vaccinating a ‘boy at & PiCKids

UN\!AGINHTEDPREGNAHT
WOMEN MQHE AT RISK

mm
Cmﬁd-mm@a:ﬁmln Mng

pregnant wemen last
sed those who were not
vaccinated, Health Directar-General Tan Sri
Dr Noor Hlsharn Abdullsh said of all'the
deaths IrmMng pregnant  women
teported since the Covid-19 pandemic hit
the country, 83% were those with
comorbidities.  However, no  deaths
involving pregnaru women due to Covid-
ey
el s year. “The vaccine
ol 94.3% for those age 18 and
in October 2021 and
this contributed to a decrease in maternal
martality due to Covid-19 complications,’
he said in a Facebook post, a thata
total of 18,277 Covid cases -among
pregnant women were reported from
March 2020 to January this year, - Bemama

KUALA LUMPUR: Intensive care unit (ICU)

bed utilisation In hospitals in F

Labuan and 11 other states were ui

50% as of Sunday, sald Health Director-

General Tan Sri Dr Noar Hisham Abdullah.

He sald the states are Perfis, Kedah,
Nak Selay Negrl Sembilan,

f Mmu'wdmlymukinusemnzln

Labuah, seven beds are available, with na
be uﬁcuphd»m hH;sald among the states
ICU occupancy were
Nﬁl Seglnﬂ:;m l&%g. ﬁ;l;ra: {13%}.
Keda utra
4} M}an&s {20%). Noor m
said 26,832 new Covid :ammre
on Sunday and from the total, 1
were admitted to hospitals, He md
facilities at public hospitals were able to
accommodate both Covid and non-Covid
cases. He also said each state was prepared
with a quick response plan il cases
increase; adding that the three states with
ICU bed occupancy above 50% were Johor
(70%), Kuala Lumpur (65%) and Malacca
(50%). - Bernama
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Hospital to
meet family
of dead infant

KOTABARU: Themanagement of




